
FILED

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE

EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGIN^! FEB -4 P ^ 32

Alexandria Division C^j[^TRICTCOyRj

IN RE APPLICATION OF THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA FOR AN ORDER

PURSUANT TO 18 U.S.C. § 2703(d)

MISC NO. 10 GJ 3793, 1:11-DM-003

Hon. Theresa M. Buchanan

Hearing Date: February 15, 2011

UNDER SEAL

GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION TO THE REAL PARTIES' IN INTEREST

MOTION FOR IMMEDIATE UNSEALING OF MOTIONS AND UPCOMING HEARING

The United States of America, by and through its under-signed counsel, hereby opposes

the motion for immediate unsealing. The parties incorrectly assert that this motion is sealed

pursuant to Rule 6(e) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. This matter is sealed pursuant

to the Court's Order of December 14, 2010. That order authorized disclosure by Twitter to the

real parties in interest (hereinafter the "subscribers"). It did not unseal this docket or the

underlying matter, and this matter should remain sealed. Sealing is necessary to protect an

ongoing criminal investigation. As such, the subscriber's motion to immediately unseal this

proceeding should be denied.

I. BACKGROUND

On December 14, 2010, this Court entered an Order pursuant to Title 18, United States

Code Section 2703(d), directing Twitter, Inc. to disclose certain non-content records that were

relevant and material to an ongoing criminal investigation. In the December 14, 2010 Order, the

Court found that disclosureof the application or the Order to any person would seriously
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