BACKYS, Hewry T. oL

BACKUS, HENRY T ., born in Norwich, New London County,
Connecticut, April 4, 1809; son of James and Dorothy Church
(Chandler) Backus; married, Juliana Trumbul | Woodbridge, at
Detroit, Michigan, Decenber 7, 1835, who was a daughter of
Willlam Woodbridge, (Governor of Michigan, 1840-41 and U. S.

Senator, 1641-47; children; William Woodbridge and James He

Attended the public ana private schools in Norw ch and the
Plainsfield, Connecticut Academy; worked as a Clerk in a large
crockery Store in Norwieh; studied | aw in the office of Judge
Calvin (Goddard at Norwich and | ater attended |ectures at the Yale
Law Sehool; admtted to the New London County bar in February, 1833;
moved to Detroit the next year where he practiced law | n partner-
ship with Governor Woodbridge; he |ater becane the senior partner
in the | aw firm of Backus and Harbough.

Served as Representative from Wayne County in the Michigan
Legislature, 1840; member Of the Michigan Constitutional Convention,
1850; Al derman from the 9th Ward, City of Detroit, 1860-€1; State
Senator from Wayne County, 1861-62, and becane President, Pro Teampore
of that body; was Lieutenant Governor of Michigen, 1862-€3; he was
al so high in rree Masonry and served as Grand Master of Masons in
M chigan from 1851 to 1853,

On March 10, 1865 he was nom nated by President Lincoln to be
Associ ate Justice of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Arizona
in place of william T. Howell, Who had resigned, and was confirnmed
by the Senate on the follow ng day; he took the oath of office on
April 20, 1865, and probably left Michigan for Arizona in the fall
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of that year; according to the Farish History Of Arizona he held
a termof Court at Tucson in Janusry, 1866,
He rendered a decision 0N , 18 t hat the

CGovernor eof Arizona was W thout authority under the Organic Act
to apportion the nenbers of the Territorial Legislature and
consequently all the laws enacted by the 3d, 4th and 5th Legis- '
latures were vold; to | egalize what had been done Congress passed
an aet, approved March 25, 1870, which validated all of the acts
of the Legislative Assenblies in 1866, 1867 and 1ses, and al |
appoi ntnents made in accordance with such Acts.

He resigned in 1869 and returned to Detroit to practice |aw
but came back to Arizona in the spring of 1877 to | ook after sone
property that he had acquired in the Territory; the following re -

port of his death was printed in the Prescott Arizona M ner on

July 20, 1877:

‘Judge Backus occupi ed the Bench in this
Territory during the years 1866-68, During his
recent visit to Arizona he has been the guest
of Judge ¢. T. Hayden, of Tempe, in Maricopa
County, and has, as a general thing, acconpani ed
Mr. Hayden on his visits to different parts of
the Territory. |t was while traveling with Mr,
He on a trip to G eenwood that he was taken
suddenly 111, on the 12th, with what was thought
to be sun stroke, which termnated so seriously
and quickly, only lasting about 24 hours.

The Judge was taken 111 sone fifteen miles
from Geenwood and three mles from water. |t
was with difficulty that Judge Hayden succeeded
| n getting him into the town before death clasped
himto her besom, on account of the extreme heat
of the day, the unparalleled roughness of the
road and the very |ow condition of Judge Backus,
who rather desired to die beside the water, 12
miles from Greenwood, as he seemed t0O realize
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that death was fast a¥proach1ng, and told Judge
Hayden that he was confident his hours were
numbered, and that he was soon to pass awaye

Judge Backus was considered a good | awyer
and judge, and has al ways taken an active in-
terest in the State of Michigan and her politics;
was a good schol ar and conversationalist, and
had many excellent qualities. INn his death
M chi gan | oses abright citizen and Ari zona a
ﬁ'OOd friend; Mrs. Backus a devoted husband and

IS two sons a kind parent, Judge Backus'
family resi de during the heated season at their
Sunmer residence near Detroit, and in the winter
they nhave a magnificent residence in that ecity.

Died at Greenwood, ONn the Big Sandy River, in Southern Mohave
County, A.T., July 13, 1877, aged 68; buried at G eenwood but on
August 7, 1885, his remains Were reinterred in the Yantic Cenetery
near Norwich, Connecticut, where the foll ow ng tribute to him by
John Turner wait, a Representative in Congress from Commecticut,
is engraven On the Backus fam |y monuments

"Judge Backus was a nman of marked ability,
and rare scholarly acquirements. His accomplish-
ments as a jurist, and el oquence as an advocate,
commanded public confidence and respect, and
pl aced him among the | eaders in his profession;
while his genial di sposition and courteous reaner
won for him the strongest attachment on the part
of a | arge cirecle of personal friends."
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