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The Marxism and religion debate has returned with renewed vigour of late.1 
However, we have not as yet engaged with the full range of texts by Marx and Engels on 
religion, for early in the debate a few texts were chosen as a ‘canon within the canon’, 
leaving a host of other texts out in the cold.2 In order to bring attention to those writings, I 
offer this annotated bibliography, organised according to the main religious themes 
discussed by Marx and Engels.3 The following collection begins with Marx, drawing 
occasionally on joint works with Engels, before focusing in the last two sections on 
Engels’s life-long interest in religion.  

1. Preliminary 

The first item shows that Marx had, like most gymnasium students, studied 
religion and the history of the church: 

1835,  Certificate of Maturity for Pupil of the Gymnasium in Trier 1835, in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, p. 643-4. 

                                                            
1 John Molyneux, "More Than Opium: Marxism and Religion," International Socialism 119 (2008), Alberto 
Toscano, Fanaticism: On the Uses of an Idea (London: Verso, 2010), Jan Rehmann, "Can Marx's Critique of Religion 
Be Freed from Its Fetters?," Rethinking Marxism 23, no. 1 (2011): 144-53, Dick Boer, Verlossing Uit De Slavernij: 
Bijbelse Theologie in Dient Van Bevrijding (Amsterdam: Skandalon, 2009), Roland Boer, Criticism of Heaven: On 
Marxism and Theology, Historical Materialism Book Series (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2007), Criticism of Religion: On 
Marxism and Theology Ii, Historical Materialism Book Series (Leiden: Brill, 2009), Criticism of Theology: On Marxism 
and Theology Iii (Leiden: Brill, 2011). 
2 Despite apparent attempts at comprehensiveness, the collections On Religion and Marx on Religion both 
participate in this canon within the canon. Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, On Religion (Moscow: Progress, 
1976). Karl Marx, Marx on Religion, ed. John Raines (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2002). 
3 These writings are discussed in full in my Criticism of Earth: On Marx, Engels and Theology. Historical Materialism 
Books Series, Leiden: Brill, 2012.  
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Available at Marxists.org: 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/letters/misc/1835-mat.htm.  

But he also had to sit a final examination, in which one of the six essays required 
him to write a piece of biblical interpretation: 

Marx, Karl. 1835, ‘The Union of Believers with Christ According to John 15:1-14, 
Showing Its Basis and Essence, Its Absolute Necessity, and Its Effects’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 
636-9. Available at Marxists.org: 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1837-pre/marx/1835chris.htm.  

By the time Marx began working as editor of the Rheinische Zeitung in the early 
1840s, he found that he needed to respond to the overwhelmingly theological nature of 
public debate, writing a piece in which many of the later elements of his thoughts on 
religion were first expressed – church and state, fetishism, philosophy and theology. 

Marx, Karl. 1842, ‘The Leading Article in No. 179 of the Kölnische Zeitung’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 
184-202. Available at Marxists.org: 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1842/07/10.htm.   

He had also come into contact with a very Christian communism espoused by 
Weitling, Cabet and others: 

Marx, Karl. 1844, ‘Letters from the Deutsch-Französische Jahrbücher’, in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, p. 142-3. 
Available at Marxists.org: 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1843/letters/deutsch-fransosische-
letters.htm.  

2. Bruno Bauer 

Marx had a complex relationship with the Young Hegelians, forging his arguments 
in response to theirs, especially in light of the overwhelmingly theological nature of public 
debate in the 1830s and 1840s. The longest and most significant relationship was with 
Bruno Bauer, the biblical critic and radical political writer, who first taught Marx the 
biblical book of Isaiah at the Friedrich Wilhelm University in Berlin. 

1841, Leaving Certificate from Berlin University 1841, in Marx and Engels Collected 
Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 703-4. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/letters/misc/1841-cb.htm.  
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Marx’s PhD thesis on Epicurus shows the strong influence of Bauer, but it also 
marks an effort to outflank theological debate by going back well before theology itself 
emerged. Who better than the pre-Socratic materialist, Epicurus? 

Mark, Karl. 1839, Notebooks on Epicurean Philosophy in Marx and Engels Collected 
Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 423-5, 442–58, 487–8, 
493–506 – from the 2nd, 3rd, 5th and 6th notebooks. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1839/notebook/index.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1840–1, Difference Between the Democritean and Epicurean Philosophy of 
Nature with an Appendix in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 1, 
Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 33-8, 73, 102-5. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1841/dr-theses/ch01.htm; 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1841/dr-theses/ch02.htm; 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1841/dr-theses/ch08.htm; 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1841/dr-theses/appendix.htm.  

Bauer and Marx planned a number of projects together, such as a journal of 
atheism, and a two volume work on Hegel and theology. At this time, Marx publically 
defended his collaborator. 

Marx, Karl. 1842, ‘Yet Another Word on Bruno Bauer and the Akademische Lehrfreiheit 
by Dr. O.F. Gruppe, Berlin, 1842’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 
1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 211-14. Available at: 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1842/11/16.htm.  

Part of this collaborative project involved what is now a lost, extensive but 
incomplete manuscript called ‘On Christian Art’. Marx’s inability to complete the 
manuscript led to Bauer publishing his part of the first book on his own (Die Posaune des 
jungsten Gerichts über Hegel den Atheisten und Antichristen: Ein Ultimatum, Leipzig: 
Otto Wigand, 1841). Marx sought another publisher, Arnold Ruge, to whom he wrote on a 
number of occasions concerning the ever-growing manuscript on Christian art.  

Marx, Karl. 1842, ‘To Arnold Ruge in Dresden, March 5, 1842’, in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 382-3. 
Available at: 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1842/letters/42_03_05.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1842, ‘To Arnold Ruge in Dresden, March 20, 1842’, in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 383-6. 
Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1842/letters/42_03_20.htm.  



 

 

4 

 

Marx, Karl. 1842, ‘To Arnold Ruge in Dresden, April 27, 1842’, in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 387-8. 
Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1842/letters/42_04_23.htm. NB: the 
date on the online version is incorrect. 

Marx, Karl. 1843, ‘To Arnold Ruge in Dresden, March 13, 1843’, in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 398-400. 
Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1843/letters/43_03_13.htm.  

The friendship was becoming estranged, until at last the break became public with 
Marx’s polemical response to Bauer’s Zur Judenfrage [On the Jewish Question] (1843) 
and follow-up article, ‘Die Fähigkeit der heutigen Juden und Christen, frei zu werden’ 
[The Capacity of Today’s Jews and Christians to Become Free] (1843). Marx found 
Bauer’s argument, that the basis of freedom is a thoroughly secular state and the release 
from the false universal of religion, a reinforcement of the deeper logic of the ‘Christian 
state’. 

Marx, Karl. 1844, On the Jewish Question in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 
3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 146-74. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/jewish-question/index.htm.  

The polemic against Bauer continued, in letters and in sections of longer pieces. 

Marx, Karl. 1844, ‘To Ludwig Feuerbach in Bruckberg, Paris, August 11, 1844’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 
354-7. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/letters/44_08_11.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1844, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 326-7. 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Economic-
Philosophic-Manuscripts-1844.pdf.  

Marx, Karl. 1857, ‘Marx to Engels in Manchester, London, 10 January 1857’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 40, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1983, pp. 
89-91. 

It came to head once again in the most sustained argument against Bauer in the 
first joint work with Engels. Marx argues that for all his espousal of atheism and of radical 
politics through biblical criticism, Bauer remains a theologian. 

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels 1845, The Holy Family, or Critique of Critical Criticism 
in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 4, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 
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1975, pp. 78-143. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/holy-family/ch06.htm.  

By contrast, in the next joint work, Bauer receives far less attention, for the key 
arguments against Bauer had already been made. 

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels. 1845–6, The German Ideology: Critique of Modern 
German Philosophy According to Its Representatives Feuerbach, B. Bauer and 
Stirner, and of German Socialism According to Its various Prophets in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 5, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1976, pp. 94-
116. Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/german-
ideology/ch02.htm.  

Yet this fierce polemic was by no means the end of the relationship, for Marx and 
Engels continued to keep up with Bauer’s prolific writing, and Bauer visited Marx when 
in London. 

Marx, Karl. 1855, ‘Marx to Engels in Manchester, London, 14 December 1855’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 39, Moscow: Progress Publishers, p. 466. 
Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1855/letters/55_12_14.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1856, ‘Marx to Engels in Manchester, London, 18 January 1856’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 40, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1983, p. 
4.  

Marx, Karl. 1856, ‘Marx to Engels in Manchester, London, 12 February 1856’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 40, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1983, p. 
11. 

3. Max Stirner 

Like Bauer, the engagement with Max Stirner (a pseudonym for Kaspar Schmidt) 
was deeply polemical. Unlike Bauer, it was relatively brief and intense. Yet the neglected 
and endless pages on Stirner in The German Ideology are vital for understanding the 
genesis of historical materialism. Stirner sought to recast the history of the world by 
means of the individual ego, which thereby becomes the lever of history (using the human 
Jesus as a signal example). Marx and Engels are drawn to respond on one topic after 
another – money, labour, class and so on – so that they begin to formulate the first rough 
outline of historical materialism. In the second draft of The German Ideology, the more 
substantial sections were moved to the opening part of the book on Feuerbach. 

Stirner, Max. 2005 [1845], The Ego and His Own: The Case of the Individual Against 
Authority, translated by Steven T. Byington, Mineola, New York: Dover 
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Publications. Available at 
http://flag.blackened.net/daver/anarchism/stirner/theego0.html.  

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels Marx. 1845–6, The German Ideology: Critique of 
Modern German Philosophy According to Its Representatives Feuerbach, B. Bauer 
and Stirner, and of German Socialism According to Its various Prophets in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 5, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1976, pp. 
117-452. Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/german-
ideology/ch03.htm.  

4. Ludwig Feuerbach 

In contrast to the polemic directed Bauer and Stirner, the approach to Feuerbach 
was far more positive. In his early letters to Feuerbach, Marx cannot find enough praise 
for Feuerbach. 

Marx, Karl 1843, ‘To Ludwig Feuerbach in Bruckberg, Kreuznach, October 3, 1843’, in 
Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, 
pp. 349-51.  

Marx, Karl. 1844, ‘To Ludwig Feuerbach in Bruckberg, Paris, August 11, 1844’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 
354-7. 

Feuerbach’s famous inversion, concerning the projection of the gods by human 
beings, becomes the moment when the criticism of religion is complete – although Marx 
does not miss the dialectical point that the criticism of religion is the premise of all 
criticism. 

Marx, Karl. 1844, ‘Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Law: 
Introduction’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress 
Publishers, 1975, pp. 175-87. Available at Marxists.org: 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1843/critique-hpr/intro.htm.  

But Marx would soon make his crucial move beyond Feuerbach, arguing that 
Feuerbach had gone only halfway, focusing on religious alienation. The real task 
remained, namely to deal with alienation here on earth, with its material conditions. 

Marx, Karl. 1844, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, p. 297. 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Economic-
Philosophic-Manuscripts-1844.pdf.  

Marx, Karl. 1845, Theses on Feuerbach, Volume 5, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1976, 
pp. 3-8. Available at 
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http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/theses/theses.htm; 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/theses/original.htm.  

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels 1845–6, The German Ideology: Critique of Modern 
German Philosophy According to Its Representatives Feuerbach, B. Bauer and 
Stirner, and of German Socialism According to Its various Prophets in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 5, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1976, pp. 23-
30, 35-7, 38-41. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/german-ideology/ch01a.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1867, Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Volume I in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 35, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1996, p. 375, n. 2. 
Available as ‘note 4’ at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1867-
c1/ch15.htm#S1.  

Marx was, however, not averse to availing himself of slightly odd arguments, 
mentioning the work of a certain Daumer, who argued that early Christians did indeed – as 
the Romans alleged – slaughter human beings and eat them during the Eucharist. 

Marx, Karl. 1847, ‘Minutes of Marx’s report to the London German Workers’ Educational 
Society on November 30, 1847’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 6, 
Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1976, pp. 630-1. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1847/11/30.htm.  

Engels too would follow a similar path to Feuerbach, moving from the assumption 
that Feuerbach had said the last word on religion, providing thereby the philosophical 
basis of communism …  

Engels, Friedrich 1844, ‘The Condition of England: Past and Present by Thomas Carlyle, 
London, 1843’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: 
Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 461-6. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/df-jahrbucher/carlyle.htm.  

Engels, Friedrich. 1844–5, ‘Rapid Progress of Communism in Germany’, in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 4, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 235-
6. Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/11/09.htm.  

Engels, Friedrich. 1845, ‘Feuerbach’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 5, 
Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1976, pp. 11-14. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/theses/feuerbach.htm.  

… to finding Feuerbach’s contribution important but limited. 

Engels, Friedrich. 1886, Ludwig Feuerbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy 
in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 26, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 
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1990, pp. 353-98. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1886/ludwig-feuerbach/index.htm.  

a. On Opium 

Perhaps the most well-known slogan of Marx is that religion is ‘the opium of the 
people’. Yet, the image is quite ambivalent, for opium was perceived as both a common 
medicine and source of poetic inspiration, and, especially towards the end of the 
nineteenth century, as a social curse. It was both vital economically for the British Empire 
and yet it led to some of the worst elements of colonialism. Marx himself used opium as a 
medicine for his many ailments, as Jenny points in a letter to Engels. 

Marx, Jenny (senior) 1857, ‘Jenny Marx to Engels in Manchester, London, about 12 April 
1857’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 40, Moscow: Progress 
Publishers, 1983, p. 563. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/letters/jenny/57_04_12.htm.  

For an excellent study of the ambivalence of the opium metaphor an the 
implications for Marx’s statements on religion, see: 

McKinnon, Andrew M. 2006, ‘Opium as Dialectics of Religion: Metaphor, Expression 
and Protest’ in Marx, Critical Theory, and Religion: A Critique of Rational 
Choice, edited by Warren S. Goldstein, Leiden: Brill, pp. 11-30. 

b. Marx and Luther 

A rarely acknowledged feature of Marx’s engagements with religion is his almost 
uniformly positive appreciation of Luther, the monk who inaugurated the German 
revolution, albeit inadequately. 

Marx, Karl. 1844, ‘Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Law: 
Introduction’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress 
Publishers, 1975, p. 182-3. Available at Marxists.org: 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1843/critique-hpr/intro.htm. 

Marx’s frequent citations, whether in jest or in serious economic analysis, are 
always appreciative, for Marx found Luther’s economic criticisms very pertinent. 

Marx, Karl.1856, ‘Marx to Engels in Manchester, London, 5 March 1856’, in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 40, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1983, p. 21. 
Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1856/letters/56_03_05.htm.  

Marx, Karl.1859, A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 29, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1987, pp. 364, 448–9. 
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Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1859/critique-pol-
economy/ch02_3.htm#hoard.  

Marx, Karl. 1861–3, Economic Manuscript of 1861-63 (Continuation): A Contribution to 
the Critique of Political Economy in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 
32, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1989, pp. 531–41. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1863/theories-surplus-
value/add3.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1866, ‘Marx to François Lafargue in Bordeaux, London, 12 November 1866’, 
in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 42, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 
1987, p. 334. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1866/letters/66_11_12.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1867, Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Volume I in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 35, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1996, pp. 146, 203, 
314, 588–9, 741. Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1867-
c1/index.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1869, ‘Marx to Eleanor Marx in Paris, London, 26 April 1869’, in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 43, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1988, pp. 270-
1. 

Marx, Karl. 1894, Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Volume III in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 37, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1998, pp. 329, 
345, 391–2, 594, 605–6, 889. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1894-c3/ch24.htm; 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1894-c3/ch36.htm. 

5. Marx, Hegel and the State 

Marx’s detailed notes on Hegel indicate the depth of both the influence of Hegel 
and the need for Marx to step beyond him. Here Marx argues that Hegel’s theory of the 
state suffers a similar problem to theology, indeed that Hegel’s argument is itself deeply 
theological:  he begins with theology and thereby projects from sensuous human beings a 
world spirit or abstract thought which becomes a great over-riding force of history with its 
own existence and power. Marx suggests that Hegel’s dialectic begins with the estranged 
and abstracted infinite thought, its negation becomes the negation of the infinite and the 
positing of real, sensuous existence, and the negation of the negation is nothing less than 
the reassertion of the absolute and the banishment of sensuous existence 

Marx, Karl. 1843, Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Law in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 3-
129, especially pages 24, 26, 28-31, 33, 39, 46-8, 79, 83, 86, 88-91, 101-3. 
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Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1843/critique-
hpr/index.htm.  

Greater clarity of Marx’s argument may be found in both a note from the 
Kreuznach notebooks and, a little later, the section on Hegel in the Economic and 
Philosophic Manuscripts. 

Marx, Karl. 1843, ‘A Passage from the Kreuznach Notebooks of 1843’, in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, p. 130. 
Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1843/07/kreu.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1844, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 326-46. 
Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/manuscripts/hegel.htm.  

At the same time, Marx was writing on the question of the ‘Christian state’ 
promoted by Friedrich Wilhelm IV, arguing at first that theology, as an other-worldly 
concern, should have nothing to do with the worldly concerns of the state. 

Marx, Karl. 1843, ‘Comments on the Latest Prussian Censorship Instruction’, in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 1, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 109-
31, especially pp. 116-22. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1842/02/10.htm.  

Soon, however, he would make a far more interesting dialectical argument: the 
secular state is in fact an attempt to resolve the contradictions of the ‘Christian state’, so 
much so that the secular state embodies those contradictions and is therefore the ultimate 
expression of the ‘Christian state’. 

Marx, Karl. 1844, On the Jewish Question in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 
3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 156-8. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/jewish-question/index.htm. 

Engels makes a very similar argument in a delightful piece on Friedrich Wilhelm 
IV, outlining the impossible contradictions of a ‘Christian state’. 

Engels, Friedrich. 1843, ‘Frederick William IV, King of Prussia’, in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 2, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 360-7. 
Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1842/10/king-
prussia.htm.  

Or indeed the English constitution: 

Engels, Friedrich. 1844, ‘The Condition of England II: The English Constitution’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, p. 
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499-504. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/condition-england/ch02.htm.  

We find a similar line in the later Communist Manifesto: in the bourgeois 
revolution of the eighteenth century, Christian values became those of liberty and freedom 
of conscience. 

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels. 1848, The Manifesto of the Communist Party in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 6, Moscow: Progress Publishers, pp. 503-4. 
Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-
manifesto/ch02.htm.  

Similar issues continue to appear in works through to the early 1890s. 

Marx, Karl. 1844, ‘Critical Marginal Notes on the Article “The King of Prussia and Social 
Reform. By A Prussian”’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 3, 
Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 189-206. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/08/07.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1865, ‘Marx to Hermann Jung in London, London, 20 November 1865’, in 
Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 42, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 
1987, p. 200. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1865/letters/65_11_20a.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1866, ‘Instructions for the Delegates of the Provisional General Council. The 
Different Questions’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 20, Moscow: 
Progress Publishers, 1985, p. 194. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1866/08/instructions.htm.  

Marx, Karl, and Engels, Friedrich. 1848, ‘Demands of the Communist Party in Germany’, 
in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 7, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 
1977, p. 4. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/03/24.htm.  
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Marx, Karl. 1845, ‘Draft of an Article on Friedrich List’s Book Das Nationale System der 
Politischen Oekonomie’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 4, 
Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, p. 266. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/03/list.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1855, ‘Agitation Against Prussia. – A Day of Fasting’, in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 14, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1980, p. 95. 

Marx, Karl. 1859, A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 29, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1987, p. 294. 
Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1859/critique-pol-



 

 

1
6 

 

economy/ch01a.htm; 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/Marx_Contribution_to_the
_Critique_of_Political_Economy.pdf.  

Marx, Karl. 1864, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’, in 
Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 20, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 
1985, pp. 10-11. Available at 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1864/10/27.htm.  

Marx, Karl. 1882, ‘Marx to Engels in London, Algiers, 8 April (Saturday) 1882’, in Marx 
and Engels Collected Works, Volume 46, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1992, p. 
234. 

Marx, Karl, Engels, Friedrich. 1845, The Holy Family, or Critique of Critical Criticism in 
Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 4, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, 
p. 21. Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/holy-
family/ch04.htm; 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/Marx_The_Holy_Family.p
df.  

Marx, Karl, Engels, Friedrich. 1848, ‘The Civic Militia Bill’, in Marx and Engels 
Collected Works, Volume 7, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1977, p. 264. Available 
at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/07/21b.htm.  

Engels, Friedrich. 1846, The Condition of the Working-Class in England in Marx and 
Engels Collected Works, Volume 4, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, p. 474. 
Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/condition-
working-class/ch08.htm; 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/condition-working-
class-england.pdf.  

Engels, Friedrich. 1893, ‘Engels to Natalie Liebknecht in Berlin, London, 1 December 
1893’, in Marx and Engels Collected Works, Volume 50, Moscow: Progress 
Publishers, 2004, p. 234. 

c. Economics 

Yet Marx did not rest content with religious fetishism, seeking to expand and 
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monetary system, Protestantism is the appropriate reflex of the internalised world of credit 
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7. Engels’s Biblical Temptations 

In contrast to Marx, who never seems to have had a religious commitment, 
Engels’s was a devout and sincere Reformed (Calvinist) Christian. With much angst and 
struggle, he gradually turned away from his faith, although he maintained a lively interest 
in Christianity, eventually coming to terms with it close to the end of his life with a 
thoroughly intriguing argument. 

a. Reformed Faith 

Engels was born and baptised into a sincere and devout Reformed (Calvinist) 
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Barmen Register of Births, Deaths and Marriages 1820, in Marx and Engels 
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He shared the same faith as his parents, not without devotion, as a poem written 
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Collected Works, Volume 2, Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1975, pp. 555-6. 
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they lambast the pietism of his home town, Elberfeld (Wuppertal, when Barmen is 
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Later, after the 1848 revolutions and the issuing of a warrant for Engels’s arrest, 
his mother wrote to him, attempting to call him back to the fold of the faithful. 
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As Engels was to put to Conrad Schmidt many years later: he had to come to terms 
with his own ‘pious ultra-reactionary family’. 
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b. Krummacher 
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to reason and yet persuasive, an apparent reactionary who partially conceals a potentially 
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