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THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION GROUPS
FOR KEYNOTE INTERVIEWS AND BIOGRAPHIES

Prepare to Join Us in New York or Online
Trinity Institute invites you to join us in the preparations for the 2007 Trinity Institute. 
You may wish to gather with some of those who plan to join the 2007 Trinity Institute National
Theological Conference online or in person in New York.

You can now download a biography and a brief interview with each of the featured speakers: 

Barbara J. Rossing — www.trinitywallstreet.org/education/?institute-2007&s=rossing
Jürgen Moltmann — www.trinitywallstreet.org/education/?institute-2007&s=moltmann
Peter J. Gomes — www.trinitywallstreet.org/education/?institute-2007&s=gomes

Or you may simply go to TrinityWallStreet.org, click on “Trinity Institute,” and follow links to each speaker.
To play the videos you will need Windows Media Player. The software can be downloaded without cost
at www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/player/10/default.aspx.

We suggest you form a small group of no more than 10 people to begin your involvement with 
these important presentations. The discussion session for each speaker, outlined below, should require
no more than fifty minutes to one hour. After you have reviewed and discussed the speakers, presenta-
tions you may wish to consider the theological implications of their statements. The 
following questions may help you to focus your discussion. 

1 How do you view the world, and how do those views shape your perception of your 
own unfinished future?

2 Our culture offers many interpretations of how to view our future. How have they affected
your own views about your own and God’s unfinished future?

3 What can and does the Bible supply to affirm and challenge your thoughts?

For more information about theological reflection go to
www.trinitywallstreet.org/education/?institute-2007&p=theological.

 



The Reverend Dr. Barbara Rossing
The Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing is the first of the three keynote speakers who will address the 2007 
Trinity Institute National Theological Conference, God’s Unfinished Future: Why It Matters Now. Her 
biography and an interview with her are available at: www.trinitywallstreet.org/education/?institute-
2007&s=rossing. Dr. Rossing offers a critique of rapture theology and some of the “end=of=the=world”
points of view we encounter in American culture. We suggest you view her interview online before
proceeding with this plan for theological discussion, or that you begin your session by viewing her
qbiography and interview as a group. 

When you meet:

Gather the group with introductions and make yourselves comfortable. You may wish to open with a
prayer that asks God’s help as you seek to focus on this task.

Take time to consider each question. Some quiet time before proceeding from question to question will
be helpful. Some suggested questions:

1 Dr. Rossing’s presentation is about a fairly recent phenomenon among Christians, the belief in an
eschatology that affirms something called “the rapture.” What does this mean to you? 

2 In what ways do environmental concerns relate to this topic for you?

3 In what ways have you been touched by the topics that Rossing will present to the Trinity Institute
conference?

4 What questions on this topic do you bring to the conference? 

5 What is your hope for this conference?

Bibliography: Barbara R. Rossing, The Rapture Exposed: The Message of Hope in the Book of Revelation.
Boulder Colorado: Westview Press, 2004.
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Professor Jürgen Moltmann
Professor Jürgen Moltmann is the second of three speakers who will address the 2007 Trinity
Institute National Theological Conference, God’s Unfinished Future: Why It Matters Now. He will
provide two lectures. We suggest you view his biography and interview at www.trinitywall-
street.org/education/?institute-2007&s=moltmann before proceeding.

1 Professor Moltmann offers a vision of eschatology as something more than, and
different from, what happens at the end of time. He wishes to Christianize the idea of 
the final judgment. Before you consider his vision, take stock of your own views and 
feelings about these matters. What does this topic evoke for you?

2 Professor Moltmann offers his own description of eschatology in his interview.
In what ways does he affirm or challenge your own positions about this topic?

3 What questions do you bring out of your experience that you hope to find addressed
during the course of Professor Moltmann’s lectures? 

4 What have your heard in Professor Moltmann’s interview that you may find useful
in your ministry?

Bibliography: Jürgen Moltmann, The Coming of God: Christian Eschatology. Minneapolis:
Fortresss Press, 1996. You may also wish to consider other Fortress Press books by Jürgen
Moltmann, especially The Crucified God: The Cross as the Foundation and Criticism of Christian
Theology and Theology of Hope: On the Ground and Implications of a Christian Theology.
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The Reverend Professor Peter J. Gomes
The Rev. Prof. Peter J. Gomes is the third and final speaker who will address the 2007 Trinity Institute.
His biography and an interview are available at ww.trinitywallstreet.org/education/?institute-2007&s=gomes

1 As a chaplain at Harvard University he is called on to interpret the Bible. He states in his interview
that the Bible points to God, but is not God. What is your perspective on the role of the Bible and
biblical interpretations?

2 What would you hope to learn from Professor Gomes’s presentations that will respond to this year’s
topic for the Trinity Institute?

3 Dr. Gomes says that the Bible is not an easy book to interpret. What do you hope to take away from
this conference that you will be able to use in your life and work?

Bibliography: Peter J. Gomes, The Good Book: Reading the Bible with Mind and Heart. San Francisco:
Harper Press, 1996.

Closure
The questions in the introductory paragraph may help you to generalize about your group’s discussions
and also to consider some theological implications of the presentations. To close, it may be helpful to
offer a prayer for this conference and all who will participate in it. 
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