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This bulletin presents information on religious affiliation in Queendand. The data have been extracted from the five-yearly Census of
Population and Housing conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), and are based on place of usual residence. Topicsinclude
country of birth, Indigenous status, and demographics, as well as an analysis of changes over the last thirty years. This bulletin also
presents information on participation in religious activities and volunteer work for religious organisations as collected via the General
Social Survey, also conducted by the ABS.

Introduction » Christian affiliation was highest in the South West
In genera]y a re“gion is regarded as a set of beliefs an Statistical Division (800%) and lowest on the Sunshine

practices, usually involving acknowledgment of a divine or ~ Coast and in Far North Queensland (both 62.8%).
higher being or power, by which people order the conduct of ,
their lives both practically and in a moral senseligrmis
affiliation identifies the religious belief to which person
adheres or religious group to which they belong, and also
identifies those who do not belong to any religious group. * The proportion of Queenslanders affiliating with a Chnistia
religion has decreased over time while the proportion
affiliating with a non-Christian religion, or reportingon
religion, has increased.

Brisbane Statistical Division had the highest cotregion
of people affiliated with a non-Christian religion (3.9%)
while the lowest was in the Central West (0.3%).

In the 2006 Census, responses to the religion question were
coded to theAustralian Standard Classification of Religious
Groups (ASCRG).! It is important to note that religious

affiliation in the Census is an optional question. Alshjle e Almost one in five (19.4%) Queenslanders aged 18 years
the religion with which people identify is recorded, @ensus and over were actively involved in a religious or spaitu
does not measure the extent of their involvement or group in 2006.

commitment.

* Some 7.6% of Queenslanders aged 18 years and ovel
The General Social Survey, also conducted by the ABS in reported they volunteered for a religious organisation in
2006, does provide information on active involvement in  2006. Of people volunteering for any organisation, 13.5%
religious or spiritual groups and whether people volunteered volunteered because of religious beliefs.
for, or donated money to, religious organisations.

Religious affiliation

Key points _ . :
According to the 2006 Census of Population and Housing,

» The Census found that 69.0% of Queenslanders were69.0% of Queenslanders stated they were affiliated with a
affiliated with a religious belief or group in 2006, 18.6% did religious belief or group. A further 18.6% stated they wate n
not affiliate with any religion, and the remaining 12.db affiliated with any religion, while the remaining 12.4%l diot
not answer, or did not adequately answer, the question. answer the question or did not adequately respond to the

. Around two-thirds (66.3%) of Queenslanders were guestion to enable classification of their religiorg(e 1).

Christians, mostly of Catholic and Anglican denomination
while 2.6% affiliated with a non-Christian religion, ttvi
almost half of those reporting to be Buddhists.

Figure 1: Religious affiliation, Queensand, 2006

Not stated/
inadequately

e Of all Queenslanders who affiliated with a non-Christian

religion, 61.6% were born overseas. described(a)
» Females were more likely than males to be affiliatétl &
religion (71.6% compared with 66.3%). Males were more No religion
likely not to affiliate with any religion (20.2% compared
with 17.1% of females) or not to answer, or inadequately Non-Christian Christianty
answer, the question (13.5% compared with 11.4%). refigions

e Older people were more likely to be affiliated with a
religion than were younger people (61.8% of those aged 18-
24 years compared with 78.4% aged 85 years and over).
Correspondingly, younger people were more likely to state

they were not affiliated with any religion (&) Includes ‘Religious belief, nfd’, ‘Not defined’, ‘v Age, so described’

and ‘Theism’.
Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing
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Around two-thirds (66.3%) of Queenslanders were Christians. Country of birth

Of those who affiliated with Christianity, Catholic (266) o o

and Anglican (30.7%) were the most common denominations, Religious  affiliation is closely related to country ofrth
followed by Uniting Church (10.9%), Presbyterian and (Table 1). Queenslanders born in Australia were moréyltke

Reformed (5.6%) and Lutheran (3.0%) (Figure 2). be Christians (71.3%) than non-Australian born Queenglande
) . ) o (62.7%). People born in the United Kingdom living in
Figure 2: Persons affiliated with Christianity, Queensland, Queensland in 2006 were more likely to be Anglican (42.9%
2006 compared with 22.1% of those born in Australia), while ¢hos

born in Italy were more likely to be Catholic (88.9% qared
Pentecostal with 26.0%). Other countries of birth with high propanso

Other Christian

affiliating with Catholicism include Malta (82.8%), Poth
(76.3%), Philippines (78.5%), Croatia (71.2%) and Ireland
Catholic (706%)

Of all Queenslanders who affiliated with a non-Chrrstia
religion in 2006, 61.6% were born overseas. Some 80.5% of
those affiliating with Hinduism were born overseasthwi
31.5% born in India and a further 27.8% born in Fiji. Some
Anglican 63.8% of all those affiliating with Buddhism were born
overseas, including 15.2% in Viet Nam, 8.5% in Taiwan and
6.7% in Thailand. Of people affiliated with Islam, 68.7%r&/
Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing born overseas, originating from various countries inalgdi

) i Bosnia and Herzegovina, Fiji and Indonesia.
A small proportion (2.6%) of the Queensland population was

Presbyterian and
Reformed

Uniting Church

affiliated with non-Christian religions. Of those pegpémost People born in China and Japan were most likely to report
half (46.1%) were Buddhists, 19.7% were Islamic and 13.7% they had no religion. More than half of people living in
were Hindus (Figure 3). Queensland who were born in China (55.4%) and Japan
) . . L . (51.2%) reported they had no religion, compared with 19.4%
Figure 3: Persons affiliated with non-Christian religions, who were born in Australia. This may be partly becahss
Queensland, 2006 perceive their belief systems as philosophies rathan
religions?

Other non-Christian
religions

Indigenous status

Judaism

The distribution by religious affiliation of Aboriginal dn
Torres Strait Islander Queenslanders was similar toofhizne
non-Indigenous Queensland population (Table 2). Overall,
68.2% of Indigenous people reported a Christian affiliation,
compared with 69.5% of non-Indigenous Queenslanders.

Buddhism

Hinduism

Islam

Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing

Table 1: Religious affiliation: proportion by selected country of birth, Queensland, 2006

Not stated/

Other Other non- inadequately
Country of birth Catholic Anglican Christian Buddhism Islam Hinduism Christian No religion described(a) Total
— 0 —
Australia 26.0 22.1 23.3 0.6 0.2 0.1 0.4 19.4 8.0 100.0
Bosnia & Herzegovina 18.5 0.1 18.4 0.2 37.2 .. 0.2 17.8 7.6 100.0
China(b) 3.8 16 13.3 15.6 0.2 .. 0.5 55.4 9.7 100.0
Fiji 10.4 4.8 19.0 0.3 12.2 43.7 0.6 46 45 100.0
India 20.3 7.7 6.8 0.5 3.6 40.3 13.1 42 3.5 100.0
Indonesia 24.7 3.7 29.2 42 19.0 2.0 0.4 113 5.5 100.0
Ireland 70.6 5.4 8.3 0.4 0.0 0.2 0.3 9.2 5.6 100.0
Italy 88.9 0.3 3.2 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.2 41 3.0 100.0
Japan 34 1.8 5.3 28.2 0.2 0.0 1.8 51.2 8.1 100.0
Taiwan 2.7 0.8 13.6 425 .. 0.0 16 32.0 6.9 100.0
Thailand 43 1.6 7.1 70.5 0.7 0.2 1.6 9.2 4.8 100.0
United Kingdom 117 429 15.8 0.6 0.1 0.1 0.8 20.5 7.5 100.0
Viet Nam 24.3 0.3 4.2 55.2 0.2 0.0 0.7 11.2 3.9 100.0
Total born overseas 22.0 18.5 22.2 4.3 2.0 1.6 11 20.9 7.4 100.0
Total all countries(c) 24.0 20.4 21.9 1.2 0.5 0.4 0.5 18.6 12.4 100.0
— persons ("000) —
Total all countries(c) 936.6 795.8 857.0 47.5 20.3 14.1 21.1 726.6 485.5 3,904.5

(&) Includes ‘Religious belief, nfd’, ‘Not defined’, ‘&v Age, so described’ and ‘Theism’.
(b) Excludes Special Administrative Regions (Hong Kangl Macau) and Taiwan Province.
(c) Includes ‘Not stated’, ‘Inadequately described’'t $ea’ and ‘Not elsewhere classified'.
Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing
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Variations exist in affiliation within the Christian
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Age and sex

denominations. Indigenous Queenslanders were more likely to

be Anglican, Pentecostal or Baptist, and less likely to be
affiliated with the Catholic, Presbyterian and Refornted
Uniting Churches, than non-Indigenous Queenslanders.
Indigenous religious affiliation may have been influehby
past missionary activity.

Indigenous Queenslanders were less likely to affiliatd &
non-Christian religion, with 1.1% affiliating with a non
Christian religion compared with 2.8% of non-Indigenous
Queenslanders. The Indigenous were also less likelyptwtre
that they did not affiliate with any religion (18.3% of
Indigenous compared with 19.6% of non-Indigenous), but
more likely not to state or adequately describe théigioas
affiliation (12.4% compared with 8.1%).

There were 426 Indigenous persons usually resident i
Queensland in 2006 who reported they practised an Australia
traditional religion. Indigenouspeoplewith traditional beliefs
may tend to report no religion or not answer the qoeéti

Table 2: Religious affiliation: proportion by Indigenous
status, Queensand, 2006

Religious affiliation Non-Indigenous Indigenous Total(a)
— 0y —

Christianity
Anglican 21.2 25.8 20.4
Catholic 25.3 19.2 24.0
Uniting Church 7.7 5.3 7.2
Pentecostal 15 5.1 1.6
Baptist 2.0 2.4 1.9
Presbyterian and Reformed 4.0 1.7 3.7
Other Christian 7.8 8.7 7.5
Total Christianity 69.5 68.2 66.3

Non-Christian religions 2.8 11 2.6

No religion 19.6 18.3 18.6

Not stated/inadequately described(b) 8.1 12.4 12.4

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

— persons ('000) —

Total 3,552.0 127.6 3,904.5

(&) Includes Indigenous status not stated.

(b) Includes ‘Religious belief, nfd’, ‘Not defined’, ‘&v Age, so described’

and ‘Theism’.
Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing

Differences were reported in religious affiliation sex
and age. Females of all age groups are more likely to be
affiliated with a religion than males of the same dge2006,
68.9% of all females indicated they were affiliated wéth
Christian religion and 2.7% with a non-Christian religion,
compared with 63.7% and 2.6% respectively for all males.

Correspondingly, males were more likely to report tdey

not affiliate with any religion (20.2% compared with 17.2%0
females). They were also more likely not to answar,
inadequately answer, the question (13.5% compared with
11.4%) (Figure 4).

Figure 4: Religious affiliation by sex, Queendand, 2006

O Male @ Female

30

25

20

% 15

10 +

Other Christian Non-Christian
religions

Catholic Anglican No religion Not

stated/inadequately
described(a)

(&) Includes ‘Religious belief, nfd’, ‘Not defined’, ‘&v Age, so described’
and ‘Theism’.
Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing

Older people are more likely to be affiliated with agieln

than younger people (Table 3). Of those aged 18-24 years,
61.8% were affiliated with a religion in 2006, compared with
78.4% of those aged 85 years and over.

Within the group who reported they were affiliated with a
religion, younger people were more likely to be affiliatéth

a non-Christian religion than were older people. Some 86%
Queenslanders aged 18-24 years and 3.8% of those aged 25-3

Table 3: Religious affiliation: proportion by age, Queensland, 2006

Age (years)

Less than 85 and
Religious affiliation 18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 over Total
— 0 —
Christianity
Catholic 25.6 24.1 22.9 24.5 235 22.7 24.0 22.7 19.0 240
Anglican 16.4 15.1 17.3 20.5 221 26.0 27.9 29.5 30.2 204
Other Christian 194 19.0 18.6 21.4 241 25.7 27.3 28.2 284 21.9
Total Christianity 61.4 58.2 58.8 66.4 69.8 74.4 79.2 80.4 77.6 66.3
Non-Christian religions
Buddhism 0.9 1.6 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.0 0.6 0.4 0.4 1.2
Islam 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.5
Hinduism 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.4
Other non-Christian religions 04 0.7 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5
Total non-Christian religions 2.3 3.6 3.8 3.1 2.9 1.9 1.3 0.9 0.8 2.6
Total religious affiliation 63.7 61.8 62.6 69.5 72.6 76.3 80.4 81.3 78.4 69.0
No religion 23.3 24.0 24.0 18.5 15.8 12.6 8.9 7.0 5.9 18.6
Not stated/inadequately described(a) 12.9 14.3 13.4 12.0 11.6 11.1 10.7 11.7 15.7 12.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(&) Includes ‘Religious belief, nfd’, ‘Not defined’, ‘&v Age, so described’ and ‘Theism’.

Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing

Page 3 of 7



Census 2006 Bulletin 10: Religion in Queensland

years were affiliated with a non-Christian religion 2006,
compared with 0.8% of those aged 85 years and over. This
partly reflects an increase in migration from cowesrivith
non-Christian religions and the younger age structurbesfet
migrants®

Other characteristics

Queenslanders aged 18 years and over who were married
widowed, divorced or separated as at the 2006 Census were
more likely to be affiliated with a religion than thosdno
were never married (Table 4). Correspondingly, those wh

Correspondingly, younger people were more likely to state were never married were more likely not to be atfiigawith
they were not affiliated with any religion. Some 24.0%4.8- any religion.

24 year olds and 25-34 year olds indicated they were not
affiliated with any religion in 2006, compared with 5.9% of
those aged 85 years and over.

Religious affiliation also varied with labour force tsis
Those who were not in the labour force in the weeéérgo

] ] o the Census were more likely to be affiliated with ai€ttan

The proportion not answering, or not providing an adequate ygjigion than those who were employed or unemployed. Those
answer to, the question was similar across all agepgro  \who were unemployed were more likely to be affiliatechwit
ranging from a low of 10.7% of those aged 65-74 years to angn-Christian religion or not to be affiliated withyareligion

high of 15.7% of those aged 85 years and over.

Geographic distribution

Christian affiliation was proportionally highest in tis®uth
West Statistical Division, where 80.0% of people repbrte

than other Queenslanders.

Table 4: Religious affiliation: proportion by selected
characteristics, per sons aged 18 yearsand over,

Queendand, 2006

Non-

Not stated/

P . . . Christian inadequately
they were ChrlStlan (Flgure 5) ThlS reglon alSO had the Selected characteristics(a) Christianity  religions No religion described(b) Total
highest proportion of people born in Australia (90.0%)e Th o —
Sunshine Coast and Far North reported the lowest proporti  Martal status
of people affiliating with a Christian religion (both 626} hever mared o oo s
These_ Statlstlcal- dIVISlon_S. also had the hlgheSt F’tm‘o Widowed/divorced/separated 70.3 2.3 14.4 13.0 100.0
indicating they did not affiliate with any religion — Sine Labour force status
Coast (22.7%) and Far North (20.0%). Employed 701 27 201 72 1000
Unemployed 62.2 5.2 23.8 8.8 100.0
Brisbane Statistical Division had the highest conediuin of Not in the labour force 756 3.1 137 7.7 1000
people affiliated with a non-Christian religion (3.9%), NOH-SI:hlm' jua'ifica“‘;"sh
. . B i 66.0 5.6 22.0 6.3 100.0
fO”OWQd by the GOId Coast (27%)’ Whlle the |0W€St were | Oi\r?eren(;rn-zgrr\zzloqrual\lgifi:ar\tion 71.2 2.2 19.5 7.1 100.0
the Central West (0.3%) and the South West (0.5%).€TheS o non-school qualification(c) 734 25 16.9 72 100.0
high concentrations in Brisbane and on the Gold Ceasdistct Voluntary work(d)
large populations of people born in Viet Nam, Taiwan, China  Volunteer 765 27 147 61 1000
. . TP . . . Not a volunteer 70.4 3.0 193 7.4 100.0
and Thailand (mainly affiliating with Buddhism), and India
. e L. . . . .. . — persons ('000) —
and FIJI (mamly afflllatlng Wlth HlndUIsm) “Vlng in tme Total aged 18 years and over 1,992.1 80.3 499.4 359.6 2,931.4

regions.

Figure 5: Religious affiliation by statistical division(a), Queensan

(a)
(b)

(©
(d)

and ‘Theism’'.

months prior to the census.
Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing

d, 2006

@ Christianity B Non-Christian religions O No religion O Not stated/inadequately described(b)

Includes those still studying for a first qdiaiation.
Unpaid voluntary work through an organisatiorgmup in the 12

100%

80% - — —
= f— S — —
60% -
40% -
20% -
0% T T T T T T T T T T T T
Brisbane Gold Sunshine West Wide Darling South Fitzroy Central Mackay Northern Far North North
Coast Coast  Moreton Bay- Dow ns West West West
Burnett

(a) Excludes ‘Off-shore areas and migratory’ and ‘Noalsaddress’.

(b) Includes ‘Religious belief, nfd’, ‘Not definedNew Age, so described’ and ‘Theism’.

Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing

For each characteristic, excludes not statedéguately described.
Includes ‘Religious belief, nfd’, ‘Not definedNew Age, so described’
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Holders of a bachelor degree or higher were less likcelye
affiliated with Christianity, but more likely to be diéted
with a non-Christian religion than those with a lovievel
non-school qualification or those who did not hold a-non
school qualification.

Queenslanders aged 18 years and over who spent time doinéa‘

unpaid voluntary work through an organisation or group in the
12 months prior to the 2006 Census were more likely to have
been affiliated with a religion than those who did not
volunteer.

Changesover time

The religious profile of Queenslanders has changed over time.

This may reflect not only generational changes, but also
changes in the way data have been collected, in imnagrati
and internal migration patterns, in transfers betwedigious
groups, and in births and deaths.

In 2006, Queensland was still predominantly Christian;
however, there has been a downward trend in the proparft
people identifying with Christianity. In 1996, the propantiaf
people affiliating with a Christian religion was 73.8%,

Census 2006 Bulletin 10: Religion in Queensland

More than half of this increase was accounted for by an
increase of 29,500 in the number of Buddhists over this time.
This increase in affiliation with non-Christian igbns
reflects immigration patterns; in particular, there basn an
increase in the number of people migrating to Austrfatim

sia and the Middle East over recent yéars.

The proportion of people indicating they did not affiliati¢h

a religion continued to increase, from 15.4% of Queedsian

in 1996 to 18.6% in 2006, with the actual number growing by
45.7% over the period. The proportion not answering the
question, or not providing an adequate answer, also semiea
from 9.4% in 1996 to 12.4% in 2006. The actual number grew
by 59.8%.

Age-cohort analysis

While it is possible to draw conclusions about changes ove
time by comparing people across censuses, this doesveat r
how the circumstances of people are changing as they move
through the life cycle. Age-cohort analysis allows tkiemt of
generational change as well as the effect of age to be
examined.

compared with 66.3% in 2006, representing a decrease of 7.5A cohort is a group of people born in the same periodtteor

percentage points over the ten year period (Table 5).

Within Christianity, the denomination showing the latges

percentage decrease was Anglican, decreasing from 23.4% o

the Queensland population in 1996 to 20.4% in 2006. The
number of Catholics actually increased by 115,600; however,
as a proportion of the population, affiliates of thisgieh
decreased 1.3 percentage points over this time.

Table 5: Religious affiliation, Queensland, 1996 and 2006

1996 2006 Change
‘000 ‘000 %

Religious affiliation % %
Christianity

Catholic

Anglican

Uniting Church

Presbyterian and Reformed

Lutheran

Baptist

Pentecostal

Eastern Orthodox(a)

Jehovah's Witnesses

Salvation Army

Other Christian

Total Christianity
Non-Christian religions

Buddhism

Islam

Hinduism

Judaism

Other non-Christian religions

Total non-Christian religions

141
45
-7.7
-4.6
6.4
20.2
15.2
195
22
-5.1
40.4
8.0

821.0
761.4
305.8
152.7
721
62.0
53.0
26.8
232
16.0
103.9
2,397.9

253
23.4
9.4
4.7
22
1.9
16
0.8
0.7
0.5
3.2
73.8

936.6
795.8
282.1
145.7
76.7
74.6
61.0
32.1
23.7
15.2
145.9
2,589.5

24.0
20.4
7.2
3.7
20
19
16
0.8
0.6
0.4
3.7
66.3

163.8
117.9
116.6
219
73.8
119.7
45.7
59.8
20.2

18.0
9.3
6.5
3.1
10.0
46.9
498.8
303.8
3,247.4
(& In 1996, was known as ‘Orthodox’.
(b) Includes ‘Religious belief, nfd’, ‘Not definedNew Age, so described’
and ‘Theism’.
Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing

0.6
0.3
0.2
0.1
0.3
1.4
154
9.4
100.0

47.5
20.3
141
3.7
17.4
103.0
726.6
485.5
3,904.5

12
05
0.4
0.1
0.4
2.6
18.6
12.4
100.0

No religion
Not stated/inadequately described(b)
Total

The number of Queenslanders affiliating with a non-Ghrist
religion increased by 56,100 people, from 1.4% of the State’s
population in 1996 to 2.6% in 2006. This number grew
significantly faster over the ten year period (119.7%i tthee
number affiliating with a Christian religion (8.0%).

purposes of this analysis, data from 10 yearly censuses
between 1976 and 2006 have been used, and therefore a coho
i:s a group of people born in the same 10 year period. The
cohorts examined here are not exactly the same eadusce
year due to interstate and overseas migration into andfout
Queensland, as well as deaths. In an attempt to lébgen
effect of overseas migration into Queensland, the cohorts
examined have been restricted to persons born in Aastrali

Within a cohort, the proportion of people affiliated wih
Christian religion fluctuated as they aged, but showed an
overall increase (Figure 6). For example, in 1976, of those
aged 45-54 years (born in 1922-1931), 83.9% were affiliated
with a Christian religion. In 1986, when these people were
aged 55-64 years, this proportion was 81.8%; in 1996 when
they were 65-74 years it was 87.2%; and in 2006 when they
were 75-84 years it remained level at 87.2%.

Figure 6: Personsborn in Australia: proportion affiliated
with a Christian religion by age, selected birth year
cohorts, Queendand, 1976-2006

== Born 1912-1921 === Born 1922-1931
Born 1942-1951 === Born 1952-1961

Born 1932-1941]

100

90

\/-J<7‘\

% 804

704

60

15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85-94

Age (years)

Source: ABS, 1976, 1986, 1996 and 2006 Censuspmfl®ion and Housing

The increase between 1986 and 1996 across all cohortisemay
partly explained by a change to the questionnaire. In 1991, the
guestion about religion changed from a write-in response to
tick-box response for the most commonly reported relgio
groups. This is likely to have increased the selectioonef of

the seven largest religious groups included in thé list.
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With each subsequent cohort there was an overall decieas Figure 8: Persons aged 18 year s and over, proportion

the proportion of people indicating they were affiliateithva actively involved in a social group by type of organisation
Christian religion. For example, the proportion of thaged and sex, Queendand, 2006
45-54 years affiliating with a Christian religion decreased

from 83.9% for those born in 1922-1931 to 76.2% for those of

the same age born in 1952-1961, representing a decrease o
7.7 percentage points over the thirty year period. gg
V251
This decrease across cohorts in affiliation with aisian “201
religion is consistent with an increase in the propor 5]
indicating they dld nOt afﬁliate Wlth any religion' Wellan . Sport/ Arts/ Religious/ Craft/ Adult Ethnic/  Social clubs No active
ana|ysis of a point in time shows the proportion Ofn:mO rz:ryesailzzln heritage  spiritual p:‘aocbt:yal edt;tr;ircm, nulticulmralrepsr?;i?:nzisinvolvement
indicating they did not affiliate with any religion deases recreation or bars
with age, an age-cohort analysis shows the proportithrirva o speckl
cohort actually increases as people age, with the piopo
increasing across each successive cohort. Source: ABS, 2006 General Social Survey

For example, in 1976, of those aged 45-54 years (born in
1922-1931), 5.1% were not affiliated with any religion. In Volunteer work

1986, when these people were aged 55-64 vyears, thisI -
. .~In the 12 months prior to the 2006 GSS, 225,900 people, or
proportion was 6.0%. In 1996, when they were 65-74 years, it< 606 of all Queenslanders aged 18 years and over, reportec

was 5.9%. In 2006, when they were 75-84 years, it increasedthey volunteered for a religious organisation. Women
o ; . .

to 6.3%. Looking across generations, thg .proport|orho$et volunteers were more likely than men to have worked for a

aged 45-54 years not affiliating with a religion increasechf religious organisation (24.0% of all female volunteers

2.1% for those born in 1922-1931 to 15.5% of those of the ompared with 15.9% of all male volunteers). Volunteersl age
same age born in 1952-1961, representing an increase of 10. 5-64 years were most likely to have worked for a religious

percentage points over the thirty year period (Figure 7). organisation (27.8%) while those aged 35-44 years were least

likely (14.0%) (Figure 9).
Figure 7: Personsborn in Australia: proportion not y( ) (Fig )

affiliated with areligion by age, selected birth year Figure 9: Volunteersaged 18 yearsand over, proportion
cohorts, Queensand, 1976-2006 volunteering for areligious organisation by age and sex,
e B0rn 1912-1921 === Born 1922-1931 Born 1932-1941 (?ueeng and' 2006
Born 1942-1951 === Born 1952-1961
18 40
16 4 a5 4
14 4
12 30
104 25 A
%
81 % 20 1
61 —— 15 1
4l —_—
2 | 10
0 : : : : : : : 51
15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85-94 04
Age (years) 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 and over
Age (years)

Source: ABS, 1976, 1986, 1996 and 2006 Censuspmfl®ion and Housing
Note: Estimates have high relative standard eandsshould be used with
caution.

Involvement in religious or Sp| ritual groups Source: ABS, 2006 General Social Survey

According to the 2006 General Social Survey (GSS), 574,000 Cf those who volunteered (for any organisation), 13.5%
people, or 19.4% of all Queenslanders aged 18 years and 0verr,eported they volunteered because of their religious belief

were actively involved in a religious or spiritual groupthe Women were more likely to have volunteered because of the
12 months prior to the GSS (Figure 8). religious bell.efs than men (14.8% of all female volunteers
compared with 12.1% of male volunteers). Those aged 65
In keeping with being more likely to affiliate with aligéon, years and over were most likely to have volunteered becaus
women were significantly more likely than men to be lugd of religious beliefs (18.9%) while those aged 25-34 years were

(23.7% of women compared with 15.1% of men). Those aged |east likely (9.1%).

65 years and over were most likely to have been inddlve L 0
religious or spiritual group (22.1%), while those aged 18-24 One in five (20.8%) Queenslanders aged 18 years and over
years were least likely (14.1%). made a donation to a religious organisation or church tbee

12 months prior to the 2006 GSS. Women were more likely t
have donated than men (22.6% of women compared with
19.0% of men). Those aged 65 years and over were more
likely to have donated (26.7%) than other age groups while
those aged 18-24 years were least likely (8.8%).
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State and territory comparisons While New South Wales also had the highest proportion

The proportion of Queenslanders affiliating with a Gfais affiliating with a non-Christian religion (7.4%), Queearst's
religion in 2006 (66.3%) was 2.4 percentage points higher Proportion of 2.6% was the second lowest, higher only tha
than the proportion for Australia as a whole (63.9%p(@#8). Tasmania (1.4%). This may partly reflect the lower
Queensland had the second highest proportion after NewProportions of persons born overseas living in Queensiadd
South Wales (67.7%), while the Northern Territory hael th ~Tasmania.

Iowes'g _(54.6%). Chrlstlans_ln Queensland_ were more litkeely  The proportion of Queensland’s population reporting they
be affiliated with the Anglican or the Uniting Chueshand \yere not affiliated with any religion in 2006 (18.6%) was
less likely to be affiliated with the Catholic or E@&st  gjightly lower than the proportion for Australia (18.7%)d

Wales recorded a lower proportion (14.3%), while South
Table 6: Religious affiliation by statesand territories, 2006 Australia recorded the highest (24.2%).
el ous ol Some 12.4% of Queensland's residents did not answer, or
States/ Christian- Christian No inadequately Born provide an adequate answer to, the religion question,
territories ity religions religion described(a) Total overseas compared with 11.9% of Australian residents.
— 0y —

NSW 67.7 7.4 14.3 10.6  100.0 23.7 Endnotes
Vic. 60.5 7.1 20.4 11.9  100.0 23.7
Qld 66.3 2.6 18.6 124 100.0 17.9 1 Australian Bureau of Statistics 200&ystralian Sandard
SA 59.8 3.2 24.2 127 100.0 20.3 Classification of Religious Groups (ASCRG), Audralia
WA 59.3 4.2 22.9 135  100.0 271 (second edition), cat. no. 1266.0, ABS, Canberra.
Tas. 64.2 1.4 215 12.9  100.0 10.6 ) o ) )
NT 546 a4 231 178 1000 13.7 2 Australian Bureau of Statistics 199Bustralian Social
ACT 60.2 5.4 23.4 11.0 100.0 21.7 Trends 1995, cat. no. 41020, ABS, Canberra.
(A;’St'l(b)l . ‘:3i_9_ b5'|_6f fd%a‘.lZI — dllj'g n 1°°'°d Z'EZd' 3 Australian Bureau of Statistics 199Australian Social
a nciuaes Religious peliet, nid’, ot aefing ew Age, so describe:

and Theism. Trends 1994, cat. no. 4102.0, ABS, Canberra.
() Includes ‘Other Territories’. 4 Australian Bureau of Statistics 200Vjgration, Australia,

Source: ABS, 2006 Census of Population and Housing 2005-06. cat. no. 3412.0. ABS. Canberra
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O The State of Queendand (Queensland Treasury) 2009

Brisbane Office: Level 8, 33 Charlotte Street, Brisbane QLD 48@D Box 15037, City East QLD 4002
Telephone (07) 3224 53236-acsimile: (07) 3227 7437

Townsville Office: First Floor, State Government Building, Cnr WalkeSganley Streets, Townsville QLD 4810
PO Box 2077, Townsville QLD 4810Telephone: (07) 4760 7650~acsimile: (07) 4760 7651

Rockhampton Office: Ground Floor, State Government Building, 209 Bolsover §tReackhampton QLD 4700
PO Box 40, Rockhampton QLD 47@elephone: (07) 4938 448@-acsimile: (07) 4938 4488

Cairns Office: Level 9, 15 Lake Street, Cairns QLD 487PO Box 2378, Cairns QLD 4870
Telephone: (07) 4039 88B4Facsimile: (07) 4039 8828

For further information about this bulletin, please con®€8R on (07) 3224 5326
or via email abesr@treasury.qgld.gov.au

This bulletin was prepared by the Australian Bureau ofsfitat, Queensland Office.
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