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ILV GRANUAILE
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THE COMMISSIONERS OF IRISH LIGHTS’ new

Aids to Navigation vessel, ILV Granuaile was

built by Damen Shipyards and delivered in January

2000. The third Irish Lights ship to be named

Granuaile she replaces the vessel of the same name,

which has been a familiar sight around the Irish

Coast for the past 30 years.

The new Granuaile has been designed to be a

multi-functional vessel which can operate in difficult

sea conditions. Fitted with dynamic positioning

linked to the satellite based navigation system

DGPS, the vessel's primary function is to place and

service the 150 offshore buoys which warn Mariners

of the location of sand banks, reefs, and other

offshore hazards near shipping routes. The ship will

also serve as a helicopter platform for servicing

offshore lighthouses and will be available to assist

State agencies with Search and Rescue, emergency

towing, oil pollution control, surveying, and offshore

data collection. She is probably the one of the most

advanced vessel of her type in the world.

The order for the new

ship was placed on 7th

March 1998 with Damen

Shipyards of Holland.  The

ship's hull was fabricated

in Galatz Shipyards in

Romania and launched on

14th August 1999 by Mrs

Philippa Maclaran, wife of

the Chairman of the

Commissioners of Irish

Lights. She was then

towed to the Netherlands

for final fitting out by

Damen Shipyards.

CONTRACTING

ILV GRANUAILE

ILV GRANUAILE is available for hire for

short term contract operations. She

is ideally suited for buoy and chain work, search

and rescue, salvage and recovery, towing, and

hydrographic applications.

She has accommodation for an extra 10 per-

sons or can accept modular housing on the after-

deck. She is shallow drafted at 4.40 metres and

has heavy lifting equipment including a 20 tonne

crane with an outreach of 20 metres

For further details and rates, please contact:

Marine Department,

Irish Lights Office.

Tel: 01-2715400

Fax: 01-2715566

Email: marine@cil.ie

ILV Granuaile
From Concept to Commissioning



At the beginning of the sixteenth century, Clare Island at
the mouth of Clew Bay was a strong hold of the

O'Malleys, a clan of fierce warriors and daring sailors whose
name was dreaded along the wild Connaught coast. They
had a large fleet of ships and under their chieftain Owen,
they frequently sallied forth over the western seas in search
of plunder. Ships laden with Spanish wine were their richest
quarry, but vessels belonging to British merchants and even
to the English Government itself, sometimes became their
prey.

In all these expeditions Owen's constant companion was
his little daughter, Grainne. The child became used to sea
fights, and grew up to love danger and adventure.

She was only 19 years old when her father died. But she
was an unusual girl and a born leader of men. She immedi-
ately took command of her father's fleet, and setting aside
her young brother, placed herself at the head of the clan.
The O'Malley mariners readily flocked around her, and before
long the pirate princess became, as her father had been, the
dread of the western seas.

Complaints about Grainne's misdeeds were sent to the
English queen, Elizabeth I. Grainne was proclaimed an out-
law and £500 - a great sum in those days - was offered for
her capture. 

When not at sea, she slept at this time in her castle on

Clare Island. Coiled around her bed post was a ship's cable
which passed out through the window and was attached to her
own galley in the harbour beneath. The galley was joined to
the next ship by another cable and so on throughout the fleet.
The ships were moored in this way to guard against a surprise
attack.

As time went on, Grainne decided, in the interests of her
clan, to make peace with Elizabeth. The English queen invited
the O'Malley princess to visit her in person. From Clare Island
Grainne set sail and in due course reached London.

Attended by her Irish bodyguard, she presented herself
before the queen, clad in the simple dress of her native land.
She wore a robe died with saffron, her dark hair was gathered
up on the crown of her head and held with a silver pin, her
long chieftain's coat of crimson was thrown over her head and
shoulders and fastened with a gold brooch.

She was well received by Elizabeth who offered to make her
a countess. Grainne proudly declined this offer. She would
accept nothing for herself, but she was willing to accept an
earldom for her baby son, Toby.

From her visit to the English queen she returned safely to
her own people, to end her days in peace. For all her stormy
life and daring deeds, there was shown in her a devotion to
her religion. She built a monastery on Clare Island, and there
she is said to have been buried.

GRANUAILE - A WESTERN PRINCESS c. 1530 - 1603

Azimuthing propellors

Bridge Controls - Full Dynamic Positioning

Galley

Retractable/swivel towing pins

20 tonne Crane lifting buoy

Karm Fork chain grabber

Air Sea Rescue platform and 
Helicopter refuelling

Patent buoy hooker

15 tonne chain capstan
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GENERAL PARTICULARS

Built by: Damen Shipyards Holland 
Date: 31st January 2000
Official Number: 403374
IMO Number: 9192947
MMSI: 250191000
Radio Call Sign: EIPT
Class: Lloyds 100A1, +LMC, 

+UMS + DP (AM)
IMO DP Notation: Class 1

DIMENSIONS

Length Overall: 79.69 m 
Breadth Moulded: 16.10 m
Depth Moulded: 6.75 m
Depth of Hold: 6.0 m 
Working Deck Width: 15.80 m
Gross Registered Tonnage: 2625 tonnes
Net Registered Tonnage: 787 tonnes
Loaded Displacement: 3,903 tonnes
Operational Draft: 4.40 m

DECK EQUIPMENT

1 x Liebherr Crane, 20 tonne SWL with heave 
compensation, outreach 20 metres
2 x 15 tonne Chain capstans
2 x 26’ wooden motor boats
1 x 8 metre RIB powered by inboard engine
2 x Karmfork ‘chain grabbers’
1 set of Hydraulic Towing Pins
Container Capability - 16 TEU Single Stack
Moonpool: diameter - 0.5m; length: 7.7m

ENGINE CONFIGURATION (DIESEL ELECTRIC)
Power: 3,500 kW
Generators: 5 x 700kW MAN B&W engines

Type 8L 16/24 driving 690v AC
AVK generators

Propulsion: 2 x 1,100 kW INDAR variable
speed AC motors driving 2 x
Schottel rudder propellers type
SRP 1010 ZSFP

Bow Thruster: 1,100 kW INDAR variable speed
AC motor driving Elliot White Gill
Jet type 50T3S 360°

Stabilising: Intering System (Passive)

HYDROGRAPHIC PACKAGE

1 x ELAC Multibeam Data Acquition System
1 x Trac C Automatic Track Guidance
1 x CARIS Post Processing System 
1 x Furuno CN 36 forward looking Sonar
1 x ELAC LAZ 5000 echo sounder (single beam)
1 x Seatex MRU-5
1 x Marimatech SVP-HMS1820
1 x Kongsberg Seatex Seapath 200 attitude GPS

INTEGRATED BRIDGE SYSTEM

Kongsberg Simrad SDP11 Dynamic Positioning
System 2 x DGPS Northstar MX500
1 x Loran C Furuno LC90
2 x C Plath Gyro Compass
Radars: 1 x Nucleus 2 6000 26” colour 

Radar (1 X-Band, plus 1 x Kelvin
Hughes Manta digital Sharpeye 
S-Band)

Electronic 
Charts: Kelvin Hughes Nucleus 2 Dual

Fuel ECDIS system
Sonar: 1 x Furuno CN 36 forward

looking Sonar

SECURITY

CCTV External and Internal Monitoring 
(5 cameras and 3 monitors)
ISPS approved access control system

LIQUIDS

Bunkers Maximum: 320 tonnes
Fresh Water: 457 tonnes
Water Making: 4 tons per day(if required)
Maximum Speed: 13.00 knots
Endurance: 45 days @ cruising speed

MGO Consumption 24 hrs:
2 engines @ 80% = 6 tonnes per day
3 engines @ 80% = 10 tonnes per day

HELICOPTER OPERATIONS
Daylight operations only

Pad: Located forward - semi-circular 
with 13 metre diameter.

Max weight: 3.2 tonnes.
Fuel: Direct pumped fuelling Jet A1 - 

1700 litres
Underslinging: Available from the afterdeck.

ACCOMMODATION

Crew: There is a permanent crew of 16.
Others: There is single room en-suite 

accommodation for 10 others.
All cabins are air-conditioned.

DETAILS OF ILV GRANUAILE
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TOWING EQUIPMENT
1 x towing winch, 40 tonne bollard pull
1 x 32mm x 300m towing wire with 30cm soft eye.
60 tonnes breaking strain.
1 x 200m 9” octoplait with large soft eye one end
and wire tail with large eye other end.
Ancillary gear of slips, strops, shackles etc.

OIL RECOVERY

Bilge Water Tank - 30 tonnes
Dirty Oil Tank - 10 tonnes

CLOSE QUARTERS DP WORK

1 x Fan Beam Radar


