From "A Call to Resurgence: Will Christianity Have a Funeral or a Future?"
By Mark Driscoll, p. 45-47. Here he lists the distinctions that Pagan One-ism
erases, with no attribution/footnotes.







See below: "Gospel Truth/Pagan Lies" by Peter Jones, p. 49-54. Here, Dr. Jones
explains the distinctions that pagan One-ism erases (his original thoughts).



























From "A Call to Resurgence: Will Christianity Have a Funeral or a Future?"

By Mark Driscoll, p. 39. Here, Driscoll explains the terms "One-ism" and "Two-
ism" with one generic endnote (5) that cites no specific page of reference and
further explains Jones' original thoughts from his book, “One or Two: Seeing a
World of Difference,"” without citation. Note that in his explanation of "One-ism,'
he references "a single circle."”
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On page 17 of Peter Jones' book, "One or Two: Seeing a World of Difference,"”
he explains the terms "Two-ism" and "One-ism" and notes: "l take responsibility
for coining these terms." He further explains the terminology on p. 88,
referencing "one big circle" as a way to explain "One-ism."
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Following are pages from Mark Driscoll's book, "Trial: 8 Witnesses From 1&2
Peter.” On p.7-8, under the heading "Where and When were 1 and 2 Peter
Written?," Driscoll reproduces, word for word, virtually all of a three-paragraph
segment from p. 1370 of New Bible Commentary, 21st Century Edition, 1 Peter.
Contributing Editors: D.A. Carson, R.T. France, J.A. Motyer and G.J. Wenham,
Inter-Varsity Press.

Note that while Driscoll cites two footnotes (citations 10 and 11) in this section,
he's only duplicating the two references cited in the original paragraph he
reproduces. Nowhere does he footnote the New Bible Commentary as his source
for the word-for-word material, nor does he set it off with quotes, showing that it's
an exact reproduction.
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8 WITNESSES FROM 1 & 2 PETER

INTRODUCTION

BY PASTOR MARK DRISCOLL




'8 WITNESSES
FROM 1&2 PETER

| article 2 | tntroduction
L )

“This epistle of Peter is one of the grandest of the New Testament, and it is
the true, pure gospel. For Peter . . . inculcates the true doctrine of faith—how
Christ has been given to us, who takes away our sins and saves us.”

— Martin Luther

Peter’s two letters are a mere 166 verses. Nonetheless, they are packed with keen
wisdom from a seasoned pastor about how to live amidst life’s trials in light of the
person and work of Jesus, who also suffered unjustly.

As the opening lines of 1 Peter indicate, he is writing to a multi-campus church
scattered over a wide geographic region. The ancient cities of “Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” were located in modern-day Turkey.

Bible commentator Karen Jobes says, “This is a vast area of approximately
129,000 square miles. . ..(As a comparison, the state of California covers about

159,000 square miles.)™ She goes on to say,

The residents practiced many religions, spoke several languages, and were never
really assimilated into the Greco-Roman culture. .. . And yet this untamed
region became the cradle of Christianity. . . . We may surmise that, in no small
part because of this letter [1 Peter] and the faithfulness of those who received
it, well-established churches flourished in all five of these regions by AD 180.
Their bishops attended the great councils of the second through the fourth
centuries, where the doctrines were forged that Christians hold dear yet today.®

Where and when were 1 and 2 Peter written?

In 1 Peter 5:13 Peter says he is writing from “Babylon.” This seems like a
reference to the local church in Babylon, but it is unlikely that Peter would have
gone to the former capital of Nebuchadnezzar’s empire. This is because by Peter’s
time it was a sparsely inhabited ruin (fulfilling Isaiah 14:23). In Revelation 16:19
and 17:5, “Babylon” is used as a cryptic name for Rome, and Colossians 4:10 and
Philemon 24 {most likely written in Rome) show that Mark was there with Paul.

In 2 Timothy 4:11, Mark is in Asia Minor, and Paul sends for him to come,
most probably to Rome. The fact that neither Peter nor Paul mentions the other
in the list of those sending greetings from Rome merely suggests that they were
together at the time of writing their letters. All this points to the theory that Peter

T
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was writing from Rome, which is supported by the evidence of Tertullian'
and Eusebius, !

Regarding when 1 and 2 Peter were written, a date in the reign of Nero (AD
54-68) would seem best. Since Peter makes no reference to Paul’s martyrdom, which
is thought to have taken place during the outburst of persecution in Rome in 64,
the letter was probably written before then (see also 1 Peter 2:13), Links with other
writings are thought to suggest a date after 60. So far as we can draw any conclusions
from the evidence, the letters were probably written c. 63-64,

Why were 1 and 2 Peter written?

The churches and Christians who received Peter’s letter would have been
tremendously honored and encouraged at the willingness of such a noteworthy
Christian leader to take the time, although he had never even met them, to speak
into their life with practical pastoral affection. Also, the fact that Peter took the time
to pen not one but two letters indicates that there were serious concerns that had
escalated to the point of urgency.

The original audience of 1 Peter was a suffering audience. What was the
nature of this suffering? Jobes writes, " Virtually all commentators understand the
persecutions referred to in 1 Peter to be sporadic, personal, and unorganized social
ostracism of Christians with varying intensity, probably reinforced at the local level
by the increasing suspicions of Roman officials at all levels." "

Bible commentator Paul Achtemeier agrees that the persecution in 1 Peter is:

due more to unofficial harassment than to official policy, more local than
regional, and more at the initiation of the general populace as the result

of a reaction against the lifestyle of the Christians than at the initiation of
Roman officials because of some general policy of seeking out and punishing
Christians. That does not rule out the possibility that persecutions occurred
over large areas of the empire; they surely did, but they were spasmodic and
broke out at different times in different places, the result of the flare-up of
local hatreds rather than because Roman officials were engaged in the regular
discharge of official policy."

Peter'’s underlying concern was about what we today call tolerance, diversity,
and religious pluralism. Subsequently, the letters, although a few thousand years old,
are incredibly timely to our current culture in which Christians are welcome to love
Jesus so long as they agree that other religions and spiritualities are equally valid, do
nothing to discourage others from patronizing their spiritualities and religions by
speaking against them or evangelizing people, and are willing to actively participate
as requested with practitioners of other religions and spiritualities so as to be loving,
tolerant, and non-judgmental in the eyes of the world. One wonders if they also had
an ancient great-grandmother of Oprah on their televisions in Bithynia.

Christianity spread to the region where Peter’s letter was originally sent as

-
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= “And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you.” (1 Pet. 5:10)

= “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence.” (2 Pet. 1:3)

* “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” (2 Pet. 3:18)

Trials come to all Christians. Trials come without warning. Trials do not
necessarily come one at a time, and sometimes it feels like we're at war on every front
for the simple reason that we are. Trials can repeat, which means that just because
you've lived through it does not mean that it is over. Trials range in severity and
duration from momentary annoyance to lifelong anguish.

Still, as Peter will show us, every trial is either from God’s hand or through
God’s hand. Thus, if we embrace trials as an opportunity from God, they can and do
result in his glory and our good.

Trial: Esyght Witnesses from 1 and 2 Peter is a theme taken directly from the two
books. Peter uses the theme to teach that a trial is an opportunity God uses in our
life to help us become Christians, or grow in maturity as Christians. Through trials
we can learn about Jesus and grow to be more like him. The trials that we will cover
as we study 1 and 2 Peter fit within the eight categories of temptation, submission,
marriage, suffering, humility, faith, doctrine, and perseverance. How we respond to
each trial is a witness to whether or not we are Christians, and how closely we are
walking with Jesus. Furthermore, for Christians, each trial that we face is a witness
to the genuineness of our faith, to reassure us that God has saved us, and to reveal to
others the difference that salvation makes.

Peter’s own words serve as a matchless closing exhortation, which is the purpose
of this entire series. In 1 Peter 5:12 he says, “I have written briefly to you, exhorting
and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it.”

NOTES
8. Karen H. Jobes, I Peter (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005), 19.
9. Karen H. Jobes, I Peter (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005), 22-23.
10. Against Herestes, 36.
V1. Ecclesiastrcal History, 2.25.8; 2.15.2, 3.1.2-3.
12. Karen H. Jobes, I Pefer (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005), 9.
13. Peter Achtemeier, I Pefer (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1996), 35-36.
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