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Preventing and Reducing Crime
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In 2010, the Regions continued to ensure a safe and
stable environment for the people of Hong Kong
and for the orderly maintenance of Hong Kong's
pluralistic and open society.

During the year, various partnership projects
with shops, villages, schools, universities, ethnic
communities, Government and non-governmental
agencies continued to play a key role in the
prevention and reduction of crime. Operationally,
a series of successful intelligence-led operations
was mounted targeting triads, cross-boundary drug
trafficking, youth crime, prostitution and illegal
immigration, among others. The Regions also
promoted a number of educational programmes to
tackle illegal activities.

Looking forward, the Regions are facing increasing
policing commitments arising from a series of major
railway, cruise terminal and road infrastructure
developments. Continued efforts will be made to
mitigate the impact of these developments on the
community.
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Police implement
crowd management
measures to facilitate
public order events.
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Hong Kong Island Region

In 2010, public order event management continued to
remain a high priority of Hong Kong Island Region.
Of particular note were the special arrangements
for the protest activities related to the Express Rail
Link and to the Constitutional Reform debates in the
Legislative Council, the annual Marathon race, the July
1st Procession, the processions to mourn victims of the
Manila hostage-taking incident, and the festive events
in the Lan Kwai Fong and Wan Chai bar areas. These
public activities covered a wide spectrum of groups with
diverse aims. Building on the experience gained over the
years and with the support of various external units, the
Region was able to balance the needs and expectations
of the community effectively with those organisations
and individuals who wished to express their views. At
the same time, sufficient resources were retained to
address core watch and ward duties, road safety and
traffic management.

The crime situation in the Region remained relatively stable
with a 2.8 per cent decrease in overall crime reports, which
included a significant decrease in robbery, triad and narcotic
offences. One acid throwing case in the crowded shopping
area of Causeway Bay injured six passers-by and stunned the
community. Extensive investigation culminated in the arrest
and charging of a 23-year-old male who was subsequently
convicted and sentenced to 13 years imprisonment.

As part of the overall strategy to further improve the
Force's service to the public, the two separately located
Divisional Stations of Central District were fully amalgamated
in July to form a single Central Police Station. All units
formerly accommodated at Arsenal House Complex, Police
Headquarters, were relocated to the new complex in Chung
Kong Road. One of the highlights of the project was the
commencement of operation of the New Generation Report
Room, which has been purpose-built to strike a balance
between privacy and transparency and provide a greater
sense of ease for members of the public by providing a
pleasant environment. Through improved facilities and
revised workflow, members of the public seeking assistance
or making reports are clearly segregated from arrested
persons and prisoners. Through a ‘hub’ design, the Duty
Officer and his staff are able to closely monitor all activities
within the Report Room. The premises originally occupied
by Central District were taken over by the Wan Chai District
Headquarters and Wan Chai Police Station in November,
marking the end of an era for the 78-year-old historical
building at 123 Gloucester Road.

BFEERIEEEMGRE (£2) ImRIKERESEER -
Deputy District Commander of Wan Chai District, Mr Au
Yeung Chiu-kong (second from right), distributes crime
prevention leaflets to the public.
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Kowloon East
Regional Commander,
Mr Suen Kwai-leung,
commends security
guards and estate
management
companies for helping
the Police to fight

crime.

Kowloon East Region

In line with the Commissioner’s Operational Priorities,
Kowloon East Region drew up an Action Plan to address the
Region’s key policing issues. New initiatives were introduced
to further engage the community, give fuller support to
frontline officers, and enhance integrity management and
professionalism.

Despite the Region experiencing a 5.5 per cent increase
in overall crime, there was a significant decrease in
several key crimes including burglary, vehicle crime and
debt collection cases. To tackle telephone deception
cases involving swindlers pretending to be friends
or relatives of victims, a series of high-profile public
education campaigns was launched.

Project Sunshine, an initiative aimed at educating students
on the dangers of psychotropic drugs, continued to flourish
in partnership with the Hong Kong Polytechnic University,
Government Laboratory, and Narcotics Bureau.

Another ongoing initiative was the Crime Alert Scheme, which
had helped to achieve a 40 per cent reduction in burglary in
the Kwun Tong factory area in the previous year. During 2010,
the scheme was extended to cover factory buildings in the Yau
Tong area. Crime alerts were regularly circulated via e-mail to
scheme subscribers, containing information about prevailing
crime trends as well as crime prevention advice.
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Police officers on patrol in a MTR station.
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Kowloon East Region runs a series of workshops to strengthen officers’
professional response to major incidents.

To further engage the local community, a series of projects to
enhance the Force’s relationship with the Non-ethnic Chinese
(NEC) community was launched in Tseung Kwan O Division.
These projects included maintaining regular contact with
NEC leaders and non-governmental organisations, organising
visits to Police facilities for NECs, and recruiting NEC Junior
Police Call members.

On the operational front, the Region conducted regular
exercises designed to test officers’ reactions to varying
scenarios. Officers of all ranks were put through their paces
via workshops and exercises to test protocols for major
incidents. These exercises strengthened confidence that
whatever incidents may occur, the Region’s response will
always be of the highest standard.

During the Lunar New Year, Wong Tai Sin District provided
crowd management and traffic control outside the Wong Tai
Sin Temple. At its daily peak, attendance reached more than
87 000 people.
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Kowloon West Region

During the year, Kowloon West Region recorded a 2.8 per
cent decrease in reported crime and a 6.2 per cent fall in
violent crime in comparison with 2009. The types of crimes
that saw an increase included robbery, pickpocketing
and miscellaneous thefts. Other crimes that registered a
decrease included burglary, snatching, vice-related offences
and especially drug-related offences, which dropped by a
remarkable 49.3 per cent.

There were vigorous operations to combat triad elements,
youth drug problems at liquor-licensed premises and upstairs
bars, and vice activities. The Region continued to engage the
Immigration Department, Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department and others, in a multi-agency approach to
fight crime. Specific projects such as a Shopkeepers’ Charter
were launched to enlist the support of shopkeepers to
tackle illegal activities. The Region also actively promoted
educational and anti-youth crime programmes.

Partnership in crime prevention continued to be extended to
the NEC communities. Divisional officers were appointed as
NEC Liaison Officers and a special Task Force was established
at District Level to strengthen mutual understanding
between the communities and police officers to fight NEC-
related crimes. In addition, in September, Yau Tsim District
and Kowloon City District each hired a member of the NEC
community as Police Community Liaison Assistant.

A number of major infrastructure projects such as the
Hong Kong section of the Guangzhou — Shenzhen — Hong
Kong Express Rail Link, the West Kowloon Cultural District
and the Central Kowloon Route are underway or will
commence construction in the near future, bringing about
increases in both local residential and transit population
that will have significant policing implications. The West
Kowloon Terminus project, located on reclaimed land in
Yau Tsim District, will also affect local traffic systems during
construction. The road networks of Kowloon West will be
further affected by the development of the MTR Kwun
Tong Line Extension and Shatin to Central Link. To mitigate
the impact of all these projects, efforts are ongoing to
divert as much construction traffic from public roads as
possible. Efforts are also being made to enhance the use of
technology to improve traffic management.






MEf51EEEHR Regional Commanders’ Report /O

RZBEIBRERE (F)
HEEBEESERAAE
BE(£H) REREERIE
EEHEE (£=) EF&H
BEEHLAITEERRS
SEEEER-

The Under Secretary for
Security, Mr Lai Tung-kwok
(centre); Chairman of
Action Committee Against
Narcotics, Professor Shek
Tan-lei (fifth from left);
and Border District Deputy
Commander of the Police,
Mr Chiu Ming-wah (third
from left), officiate at a
publicity event against
cross-boundary drug
abuse at Lo Wu Boundary
Control Point.
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New Territories North Region

In 2010, overall crime in the Region fell by 3.8 per cent and
violent crimes decreased by 6 per cent. A series of successful
intelligence-led operations was mounted targeting triads,
drug trafficking, youth crimes and Internet-related sex
crimes. As a result, triad-related crimes and debt collection-
related crimes dropped by 10.3 per cent and 23.6 per cent
respectively. Serious dangerous drugs cases fell by about
10 per cent and the number of juveniles arrested for drugs
cases saw a substantial reduction of 56 per cent. Publicity
campaigns to combat cross-boundary drug trafficking
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New Territories North Regional Commander, Mr Austin Kerrigan (ninth from right), officiates with other guests at the launching
ceremony of the ‘Zero Tolerance of Illegal Activities — Village Representative Elections 2011' campaign, which reminds villagers not to

engage in any illegal activity during the elections.
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Police officers patrol at a boundary control point.

activities and target drug abuse among northbound juveniles
were enhanced. According to a report by Narcotics Division,
the number of northbound local residents engaged in cross-
boundary drug abuse dropped by 40 per cent.

Maintaining public safety and public order at the boundary
control points and interdicting illegal immigrants remained
a challenge for the Region. Through the Boundary Joint
Command Centre, officers worked hand in hand with
the Immigration Department and Customs and Excise
Department to manage the increasing crowds, especially at
festival times and during long public holidays. The number of
Mainland illegal immigrants arrested in the Region increased
by 7 per cent whilst that of NEC illegal immigrants decreased
dramatically by 90 per cent.

During the year, the Region mounted several publicity
campaigns to promote road safety and conducted frequent
operations targeting drink and drug driving, dangerous
driving and illegal road racing. Fatal and serious traffic
accidents in the Region saw a welcome reduction of 20 per
cent and 6.5 per cent respectively.

Many police volunteers were involved in youth projects that
provided education and guidance to the next generation,
including the sizeable NEC communities residing in
New Territories North. Looking ahead, the Region has
made considerable preparations for the 2011 Village
Representative Elections and Rural Committee Elections to
ensure that both elections remain free from crime.

EBABETHEFEARETH

Police officers conduct an anti-illegal immigrant operation.
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New Territories South Region

In 2010, New Territories South Region saw a 5.1 per
cent drop in overall crime with significant reductions
in @ number of key crimes including robbery, triad-
related crimes and vehicle crime as well as considerable
decreases in serious drug offences and domestic
violence crime cases. There were slight increases in
burglary and deception cases. However, the rising trend
in these two types of crime was contained towards
the end of the year through various fight crime
programmes, including the introduction of Project
Village Watch in rural areas of Sha Tin District, which
had been badly hit by burglary.

The Project PRE-EMPT, which was launched in late 2009
to encourage staff members working in Hong Kong
International Airport to strengthen airport security
by reporting suspicious persons, objects or activities,
successfully brought the crime rate of Airport District
in the year to the lowest since 2006, even though
passenger flows in the airport reached a record high.

With the commencement of the construction of the
Hong Kong Section of the Guangzhou - Shenzhen
- Hong Kong Express Rail Link and the upcoming
construction of the Hong Kong Section of the Hong
Kong - Zhuhai - Macao Bridge, the project monitoring
group in the Region will continue to coordinate various
initiatives to mitigate any possible impacts on the
community.

Sha Tin is becoming increasing popular for large-scale
running and cycling events as well as water sports
activities. The number of activities at large shopping
arcades and playgrounds in the Region on festive
occasions also has risen in the past few years. The
Region has accorded a high priority to careful policing
of all these events and activities to ensure public order
and safety.
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Officers of Airport Security Unit on foot patrol at the

Tsuen Wan (TW) District Commander, Mr Lam Man-wing (fifth from airport.
left), and members of TW District Fight Crime Committee publicise

anti-crime messages.
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The newly commissioned Medium Patrol Launches.
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Sha Tau Kok Forward Operational Platform and the 2 000 metre-long floating barrier.

Marine Region

The implementation of the Versatile Maritime
Policing Response continued throughout 2010. The
commissioning into service of a further five Medium
Patrol Launches and six Divisional Fast Patrol Craft
in December further strengthened the operational
capability of the Marine Region.

During the year, the Region continued to target
syndicated smuggling activity, seizing $77 million
in contraband ranging from computer hard disks,
video cameras to cigarettes and furs. The Region
made full use of the newly amended Import and
Export Ordinance to seize 33 speed boats involved in
smuggling. The installation of the Sha Tau Kok Forward
Operational Platform together with a 2 000 metre-
long floating barrier in Starling Inlet further inhibits
syndicated smuggling and illegal immigration along this
part of the boundary of administration.

Combating illegal immigration continued to be a
priority for the Region, resulting in the arrest of
1 238 illegal immigrants in the waters of Hong Kong.
The number of NEC illegal immigrants intercepted at
sea dropped significantly to 98. This reduction was
attributable to stringent enforcement and legislative
amendments prohibiting illegal immigrants from taking
up employment in Hong Kong.

Marine Region, working alongside other Government
departments, enhanced education and enforcement
action to promote sea safety. The year saw a reduction
in the number of water sports accidents and a
substantial decrease in deaths and casualties. During
the year, Marine Region participated in a number of
major search and rescue operations both inside and
outside territorial waters, and saved 70 lives at sea.

KETE REFTE PR B W AR -
Exhibits and speed boats seized by Marine Police in an anti-smuggling
operation.
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