
   

POLL ON SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE 
Published 25th March 2014 

 
As the leading supplier of opinion polls within Scotland for over 30 years, TNS will be 

publishing regular polling in the run-up to the Scottish Independence referendum on 18th 

September 2014, using the exact wording which will feature on the ballot paper for the 

referendum vote.   

 

This is the latest poll in this monthly series, which was published on 25th March 2014. 

 

TNS is a member of the British Polling Council (BPC) and abides by its rules.  We also operate 

within the Code of Conduct of the Market Research Society (MRS).  In accordance with these 

rules the following information is provided: 

 

Sample size 1019 

Sampling points 71 Scottish parliament constituencies 

Fieldwork dates 26th February – 9th March 2014 

Interview method Face-to-face, in-home CAPI 

Population sampled All adults aged 16+ in Scotland 

Sampling method The poll was conducted through our Omnibus, Scottish Opinion 
Survey. For this survey, sampling points are selected to be 
representative of Scotland demographically and geographically. Within 
each sampling point, a quota sampling method is used for respondent 
selection. 

Data weighting Data is weighted to the profile of all adults aged 16+ in Scotland, 
based on population profile estimates from the BARB (Broadcasters’ 
Audience Research Board) Establishment Report 2011, Mid year 
population estimates 2011 and the 2001 Census. Weighting is carried 
out in relation to working status within gender, age, social grade and 
electoral region.   
Data is also weighted by recalled vote to match turnout and share of 
constituency vote from the 2011 Holyrood election, as recorded in 
SPICe Briefing 11-29 2011 Scottish Parliament Election Results. 
Unweighted and weighted bases are shown at the top of each data 
table. 

Questions The data tables show the question wording in full 

Further enquiries Alastair.graham@tnsglobal.com 



SEGSEGAGESEX
C2DEABC1DEC2C1AB55+35-5416-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3416-24FemaleMaleTotal
5324873242082931944802732663101701541191291375444751019Unweighted base
5115083052062892193643493072091551821661601475304891019Weighted base

1651221046170519710386405747564739116171287Yes
32%24%34%30%24%23%27%30%28%19%37%26%34%30%27%22%35%28%

195236105891261101741401161136186545958226204430No
38%46%35%43%44%50%48%40%38%54%39%47%33%37%39%43%42%42%

1511519555935893105104563750565450187114302Don't know
29%30%31%27%32%26%25%30%34%27%24%27%33%34%34%35%23%30%
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Table 1
Q1. There will be a referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014.

How do you intend to vote in response to the question:
Should Scotland be an independent country?

BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



REFERENDUM VOTING
INTENTIONAREAAREA

Don'tMid &NorthEast/
knowNoYesSouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH&INorthSouthWestTotal

2844632721161471101041401341521162613564021019Unweighted base
302430287132132132143132132132822153704341019Weighted base

--287343145493839302149117121287Yes
--100%26%23%34%34%29%30%23%25%23%32%28%28%

-430-606455466151623299145186430No
-100%-45%48%42%32%46%38%47%39%46%39%43%42%

302--383833493342402967108127302Don't know
100%--29%28%25%34%25%32%30%35%31%29%29%30%
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Table 1
Q1. There will be a referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014.

How do you intend to vote in response to the question:
Should Scotland be an independent country?

BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



VOTE IN 2011LIKELIHOOD OF VOTING
Not

certai
n /NotCertaiCertai

DidCan'tverycertain notNotn/very
notremembLibConserlikelyntoveryQuiteVeryCertailikely
voteerOtherSNPDemLabourvative(Net)(Net)votelikelylikelylikelyn(Net)Total
2651172023269225911512662747771157538681019Unweighted base
351154623341163711692973351851287228501019Weighted base

9218214462142056241337231267287Yes
26%12%32%62%15%13%6%12%19%7%8%15%29%32%31%28%

13175237299859519514181945335380430No
37%48%30%16%72%60%82%30%32%41%35%22%35%46%45%42%

1286225354389914617295347156203302Don't know
37%40%38%23%12%27%12%58%49%51%57%62%36%22%24%30%
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Table 1
Q1. There will be a referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014.

How do you intend to vote in response to the question:
Should Scotland be an independent country?

BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



SEGSEGAGESEX
C2DEABC1DEC2C1AB55+35-5416-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3416-24FemaleMaleTotal
5324873242082931944802732663101701541191291375444751019Unweighted base
5115083052062892193643493072091551821661601475304891019Weighted base

56105263057484572452223343826197389161Economy
11%21%8%15%20%22%12%21%15%11%15%19%23%16%13%14%18%16%

6948501929193043441515301326186453117Employment / job
14%9%16%9%10%8%8%12%14%7%10%16%8%16%12%12%11%11%prospects for you / your

children
5841411721203931302415211017147030100Healthcare
11%8%13%8%7%9%11%9%10%11%10%11%6%10%9%13%6%10%

542033211195812340196612393574Pensions/benefits
11%4%11%10%4%4%16%4%1%19%12%3%4%1%1%7%7%7%

31391516271252540*56191427422971Education
6%8%5%8%9%6%1%7%13%*3%4%11%9%18%8%6%7%

2542121316263024131712101385303666Relations with the rest
5%8%4%6%5%12%8%7%4%8%8%6%8%5%3%6%7%7%of the UK

292912171414182515991115114362258Personal finances
6%6%4%8%5%7%5%7%5%4%6%6%9%7%2%7%4%6%

21291471316182310810121073222850Currency
4%6%5%3%4%8%5%7%3%4%6%7%6%4%2%4%6%5%

182711718101218155710987182745Taxes
3%5%4%3%6%5%3%5%5%2%5%5%5%5%5%3%6%4%

2191658271775212534151530Immigration
4%2%5%3%3%1%2%5%2%2%1%6%3%2%3%3%3%3%

187144522033164212117825Free care for the elderly
4%1%5%2%2%1%5%1%1%7%3%1%1%1%1%3%2%2%

81635125421822-2612111425Scotland's membership of
2%3%1%3%4%2%1%1%6%1%2%-1%3%8%2%3%2%the EU (European Union)

1496863887543561111123Energy costs
3%2%2%4%2%1%2%2%2%2%2%2%3%4%1%2%2%2%

31322779354512*441317Nuclear Power
1%3%1%1%2%3%3%1%1%2%3%*1%*3%1%3%2%

6533233253*11327410Border controls / free
1%1%1%1%1%1%1%1%2%1%**1%2%1%1%1%1%movement between Scotland

and the rest of the UK
3721526214211-1469Defence
1%1%1%*2%1%2%1%*2%1%1%1%-1%1%1%1%

44414-1341-1222268Transport
1%1%1%*1%-*1%1%1%-1%1%1%2%*1%1%

472629181971921331361291716423273Don't know
9%5%9%9%7%3%5%6%11%6%4%7%5%11%11%8%6%7%

23321410181431141016159545233255None of these
5%6%4%5%6%6%9%4%3%8%10%5%3%3%4%4%6%5%
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Table 2
Q2A. Looking at the list below which, if any, of these would you say is most important

to you in deciding how you might vote in the referendum?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



REFERENDUM VOTING
INTENTIONAREAAREA

Don'tMid &NorthEast/
knowNoYesSouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH&INorthSouthWestTotal

2844632721161471101041401341521162613564021019Unweighted base
302430287132132132143132132132822153704341019Weighted base

2975571225262221172511384776161Economy
10%17%20%9%19%20%16%16%13%19%14%18%13%17%16%

394236211618171651410243361117Employment / job
13%10%12%16%12%14%12%12%3%11%12%11%9%14%11%prospects for you / your

children
36352911121216919157233541100Healthcare
12%8%10%8%9%9%12%6%14%11%9%11%10%10%10%

26301810913941113517263174Pensions/benefits
9%7%6%8%7%10%6%3%8%10%6%8%7%7%7%

222326189157477513223671Education
7%5%9%13%7%11%5%3%5%5%6%6%6%8%7%

154110982814146511332266Relations with the rest
5%10%4%7%6%2%6%10%10%4%7%5%9%5%7%of the UK

23269311688491016162658Personal finances
8%6%3%2%8%4%6%6%3%7%12%7%4%6%6%

14298516124117512182050Currency
5%7%3%4%*5%8%3%8%5%6%6%5%5%5%

102312115225106411231245Taxes
3%5%4%8%3%2%2%4%7%4%5%5%6%3%4%

9147452652527131030Immigration
3%3%3%3%4%1%4%4%2%4%2%3%4%2%3%

6811433324135101025Free care for the elderly
2%2%4%3%3%3%2%2%3%1%4%2%3%2%2%

9106-61311-323111125Scotland's membership of
3%2%2%-4%*2%8%-2%2%1%3%2%2%the EU (European Union)
967-2553133651123Energy costs
3%1%2%-1%4%4%3%1%2%4%3%1%3%2%

161025-22-2353817Nuclear Power
*1%3%2%4%-2%2%-2%4%3%1%2%2%

25312--*32135210Border controls / free
1%1%1%1%2%--*2%2%1%2%1%*1%movement between Scotland

and the rest of the UK
-8122--31212439Defence
-2%*1%2%--2%*1%1%1%1%1%1%

143--2-42*-2428Transport
*1%1%--2%-3%1%*-1%1%*1%

37231411412971810313372473Don't know
12%5%5%8%3%9%7%5%14%7%3%6%10%5%7%

13222078710117315232755None of these
4%5%7%6%6%6%7%8%5%2%2%2%6%6%5%
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Table 2
Q2A. Looking at the list below which, if any, of these would you say is most important

to you in deciding how you might vote in the referendum?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



VOTE IN 2011LIKELIHOOD OF VOTING
Not

certai
n /NotCertaiCertai

DidCan'tverycertain notNotn/very
notremembLibConserlikelyntoveryQuiteVeryCertailikely
voteerOtherSNPDemLabourvative(Net)(Net)votelikelylikelylikelyn(Net)Total
2651172023269225911512662747771157538681019Unweighted base
351154623341163711692973351851287228501019Weighted base

38271519201582614218135154161Economy
11%18%23%22%23%12%21%5%9%4%8%3%14%19%18%16%

4017-32420417341881683100117Employment / job
12%11%-14%10%13%5%10%11%2%16%10%13%12%12%11%prospects for you / your

children
4010118123724392121156176100Healthcare
11%6%13%8%4%14%10%14%13%5%2%25%12%8%9%10%

2110*22312592122512536574Pensions/benefits
6%7%8%10%8%7%7%5%7%7%4%5%9%7%8%7%

2913-152101819-3511526371Education
8%9%-6%5%6%2%5%6%-5%6%8%7%7%7%

18131641211713-*76535966Relations with the rest
5%8%22%3%10%8%16%4%5%-1%8%5%7%7%7%of the UK

1871134959111-82474958Personal finances
5%5%22%6%10%6%7%5%4%3%-9%2%7%6%6%

1212-102114-3---3475050Currency
3%8%-4%6%7%5%-1%---3%7%6%5%

155*131839173237293645Taxes
4%3%5%5%3%5%5%5%6%10%5%4%6%4%4%4%

181-612210183617132030Immigration
5%1%-3%2%1%3%6%6%9%11%2%6%2%2%3%

83-51628111153151725Free care for the elderly
2%2%-2%2%4%3%4%4%3%2%6%2%2%2%2%

182-2-2-10136313121525Scotland's membership of
5%1%-1%-1%-6%4%17%6%1%2%2%2%2%the EU (European Union)
85-315-46-222161923Energy costs
2%4%-1%4%3%-2%2%-4%2%2%2%2%2%

42-8*1123--21131517Nuclear Power
1%2%-3%1%1%2%1%1%--2%1%2%2%2%

5--212136-2134810Border controls / free
1%--1%1%1%1%2%2%-3%1%3%1%1%1%movement between Scotland

and the rest of the UK
12*1*222311-1779Defence
*1%3%*1%1%3%1%1%4%2%-1%1%1%1%

7----1*14-1-3478Transport
2%----*1%*1%-2%-2%1%1%1%

429-10184314210121010324273Don't know
12%6%-4%2%5%6%19%14%31%23%11%8%4%5%7%

1015*163828101342454755None of these
3%10%4%7%8%5%3%5%3%4%6%4%2%6%6%5%
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Table 2
Q2A. Looking at the list below which, if any, of these would you say is most important

to you in deciding how you might vote in the referendum?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



SEGSEGAGESEX
C2DEABC1DEC2C1AB55+35-5416-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3416-24FemaleMaleTotal
5324873242082931944802732663101701541191291375444751019Unweighted base
5115083052062892193643493072091551821661601475304891019Weighted base

410439236174239200324303223183141157145122102420430850Any certain / very likely
80%86%78%85%83%91%89%87%73%88%91%86%88%76%69%79%88%83%(Net)

3353861871492091782812621791541271341289881370352722Certain to vote
66%76%61%72%72%81%77%75%58%74%82%73%77%61%55%70%72%71%

7553502530234340452914231724215078128Very likely to vote
15%10%16%12%10%10%12%12%15%14%9%13%10%15%14%9%16%13%

49363217221519283812716121424562985Quite likely to vote
10%7%10%8%8%7%5%8%12%6%4%9%7%9%16%11%6%8%

322022101731173383521617321951Not very likely to vote
6%4%7%5%6%1%3%2%11%4%2%3%1%10%11%6%4%5%

2013155121101112644785221133Certain not to vote
4%3%5%2%4%1%3%3%4%3%3%2%4%5%3%4%2%3%
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Table 3
Q3. How likely do you think you are to vote in the referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



REFERENDUM VOTING
INTENTIONAREAAREA

Don'tMid &NorthEast/
knowNoYesSouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH&INorthSouthWestTotal

2844632721161471101041401341521162613564021019Unweighted base
302430287132132132143132132132822153704341019Weighted base

20338026711311210512710110911370187301362850Any certain / very likely
67%88%93%85%85%79%89%76%82%85%86%87%81%83%83%(Net)

15633523195939511091869063154251316722Certain to vote
52%78%80%72%70%72%77%69%65%68%77%72%68%73%71%

474537182010181023237325046128Very likely to vote
15%10%13%13%15%8%12%8%17%17%8%15%13%10%13%

5319131011179121011614304185Quite likely to vote
18%4%5%8%8%13%6%9%8%8%7%6%8%9%8%

2918467739107211241751Not very likely to vote
10%4%1%5%5%5%2%7%8%6%3%5%6%4%5%

171423243114243161433Certain not to vote
6%3%1%2%2%3%2%8%3%1%5%2%4%3%3%
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Table 3
Q3. How likely do you think you are to vote in the referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



VOTE IN 2011LIKELIHOOD OF VOTING
Not

certai
n /NotCertaiCertai

DidCan'tverycertain notNotn/very
notremembLibConserlikelyntoveryQuiteVeryCertailikely
voteerOtherSNPDemLabourvative(Net)(Net)votelikelylikelylikelyn(Net)Total
2651172023269225911512662747771157538681019Unweighted base
351154623341163711692973351851287228501019Weighted base

23213362254014668-128---128722850850Any certain / very likely
66%86%100%96%99%90%95%-43%---100%100%100%83%(Net)

16611162093513460------722722722Certain to vote
47%72%100%90%86%83%84%------100%85%71%

6522-165127-128---128-128128Very likely to vote
19%14%-7%12%7%10%-43%---100%-15%13%

4816-5*1238585--85---85Quite likely to vote
14%11%-2%1%7%4%50%29%--100%---8%

415-2-315151-51----51Not very likely to vote
12%3%-1%-2%1%30%17%-100%----5%

30--1-2-333333-----33Certain not to vote
9%--*-1%-19%11%100%-----3%
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Table 3
Q3. How likely do you think you are to vote in the referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



SEGSEGAGESEX
C2DEABC1DEC2C1AB55+35-5416-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3416-24FemaleMaleTotal
5324873242082931944802732663101701541191291375444751019Unweighted base
5115083052062892193643493072091551821661601475304891019Weighted base

20414713172955269951863930445178108194157351Did not vote
40%29%43%35%33%24%19%27%61%19%20%24%31%49%73%37%32%34%

2546916262039239251414845343871Conservative
5%9%3%8%9%9%11%7%3%12%9%8%5%3%3%6%8%7%

956856393929627031392342282748380163Labour
19%13%18%19%13%13%17%20%10%19%15%23%17%17%2%16%16%16%

1129381316211271210667*192141Liberal Democrat
2%6%1%4%4%7%6%4%2%6%6%3%4%4%*4%4%4%

11411964506653101933946554548271295138233S.N.P.
22%23%21%24%23%24%28%27%13%22%35%25%29%17%8%18%28%23%

15113223111211-426Other candidate or party
*1%**1%1%1%1%*1%1%1%1%*-1%*1%

59954019484769523447222923161810154154Can't remember
12%19%13%9%17%21%19%15%11%23%14%16%14%10%12%19%11%15%
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Table 4
Q4. The last Scottish Parliament election was held in May 2011. For which party did you vote for your constituency MSP in that election?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



REFERENDUM VOTING
INTENTIONAREAAREA

Don'tMid &NorthEast/
knowNoYesSouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH&INorthSouthWestTotal

2844632721161471101041401341521162613564021019Unweighted base
302430287132132132143132132132822153704341019Weighted base

12813192374057475151402764131156351Did not vote
42%30%32%28%30%43%33%39%38%30%33%30%35%36%34%

8594179398811719252871Conservative
3%14%1%13%6%2%6%6%6%8%9%9%7%6%7%

439821232628282117136195390163Labour
14%23%7%17%20%21%20%16%13%10%7%9%14%21%16%

5296245-77971616941Liberal Democrat
2%7%2%2%3%3%-5%6%7%9%8%4%2%4%

53371442225264225314122648287233S.N.P.
17%9%50%16%19%19%29%19%23%31%27%30%22%20%23%

22211*-12*11326Other candidate or party
1%*1%*1%*-1%1%*1%*1%*1%

6275183028141719161812326063154Can't remember
20%17%6%23%21%11%12%15%12%13%15%15%16%14%15%
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Table 4
Q4. The last Scottish Parliament election was held in May 2011. For which party did you vote for your constituency MSP in that election?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014



VOTE IN 2011LIKELIHOOD OF VOTING
Not

certai
n /NotCertaiCertai

DidCan'tverycertain notNotn/very
notremembLibConserlikelyntoveryQuiteVeryCertailikely
voteerOtherSNPDemLabourvative(Net)(Net)votelikelylikelylikelyn(Net)Total
2651172023269225911512662747771157538681019Unweighted base
351154623341163711692973351851287228501019Weighted base

351------11918430414865166232351Did not vote
100%------70%62%91%80%56%51%23%27%34%

------71411-137606871Conservative
------100%2%4%-1%4%6%8%8%7%

-----163-1728231212134146163Labour
-----100%-10%10%6%6%14%9%19%17%16%

----41--*6--*5354041Liberal Democrat
----100%--*2%--1%4%5%5%4%

---233---82412516209225233S.N.P.
---100%---5%8%3%3%6%12%29%26%23%

--6----------666Other candidate or party
--100%----------1%1%1%

-154-----2144-51622111133154Can't remember
-100%-----13%15%-10%19%17%15%16%15%
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Table 4
Q4. The last Scottish Parliament election was held in May 2011. For which party did you vote for your constituency MSP in that election?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 26th February - 9th March 2014




