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(536-539 BC)

NABONIDUS

© LASTKING OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE

© LED AREVITALIZATION MOVEMENT; REBUILDING ANCIENT
TEMPLES & ALIGNING HIMSELF WITH PAST GLORIES

© EXCAVATED THE FOUNDATIONS OF MANY OF THESE
TEMPLES IN ORDER TO FIND “FOUNDATION DEPOSITS”
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WHY IS HERODOTUS IMPORTANT ?

@ FIRST WESTERN SCHOLAR TO SYSTEMATICALLY COLLECT MATERIALS

@ FIRST WESTERN SCHOLAR TO TEST THE ACCURACY OF COLLECTED
MATERIALS (T0 A CERTAIN EXTENT)

© FIRST WESTERN SCHOLAR TO CONSTRUCT A COMPELLING NARRATIVE
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THE RISTORIES

Q "oooks,” each (roughly) geograpnically (and
somewnat chronologically) based written between
ca. 450 & 420 BC.
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(1391-1433/55)

CIRIACO DE PIZZICOLLI

© [TALIAN HUMANIST AND ANTIQUARIAN

© TRAVELED EXTENSIVELY THROUGHOUT THE EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN DOCUMENTING ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

© HIS OBSERVATIONS RECORDED IN 6 VOLUME COMMENTARIA
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ANTIQUARIANISM



ANTIQUARIANISM

Nnterest In (and collection of) ancient ©

SCIENCE, arc

naeological ana nistoric s

arcnives ano

Manuscripts.

Djlects of art or
tes, or historic
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GIOVANNI BATTISTA BELZONI

O CIRCUS STRONGMAN & AMATEUR ENGINEER



(1778-1823)

GIOVANNI BATTISTA BELZONI

O CIRCUS STRONGMAN & AMATEUR ENGINEER

© HIRED BY HENRY SALT, THE BRITISH CONSUL TO EGYPT, TO
“ACQUIRE™ ANTIQUITIES FOR BRITAIN
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1630

Annales Veteris Testamenti, a prima mundj origine deducty, una cum rerum

Asiaticarum et Aegyptiacarum chronico, a temporis historici principio usgue
ad Maccabaicorum initia producto.

('/Annals of the Old Testament, deduced from the first origins of the world,
the chronicle of Asiatic and Egyptian matters together produced from the
beginning of nistorical time up to the beginnings of Maccabes')



23 OCTOBER

4004 BC

(a Sunday, just in case you wanted to know)




WHY IS THIS AN
ISSUE?

(FOR ARCHAEQLOGY)
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(1788 -1868)

BOUCHER DE PERTHES

© LEISURE TIME SPENT STUDYING ARCHAEQLOGY &
PALEONTOLOGY OF SOMME AREA OF FRANCE

©  ANTIQUITES CELTIQUES ET ANTEDILUVIENNES (1847)

© ESTABLISHED A MUCH DEEPER SENSE OF TIME - COUNTER
T0 USHER CHRONOLOGY






CHARLES LYELL



UNIFORMITARIANISM

[he idea that the same natural laws operate today as
N the past; the earth was shaped entirely By Slow-
moving forces stil in operation today, acting over a
very long pernod of time
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THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES

BY MEANS OF NATURAL SELECTION,

OR THE

PRESERVATION OF FAVOURED RACES IN THE STRUGGLE
- FOR LIFE.

By CHARLES DARWIN, M.A.,

FELLOW OF THE ROYAL, GEOLOGICAL, LINN/EAN, ETC., SOCIETIES ;
AUTHOR OF ‘ JOURNAL OF RESEARCHES DURING H, M, S. BEAGLE’'S VOYAGE

~ 9






CULTURAL
EVOLUTIONISM




CULTURAL EVOLUTIONISM

ne idea that all societies progress througn an
dentical seres of distinct (possibly identical)
evolutionary stages
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Proposed that human cultures developed through three
basic stages, savagery, barbarism, and civilization






Morgan also used the terms savagery, barbarism, and
civilization, but expanded on these to give us seven

levels of cultural evolution - all based on technological
development
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(1788 -1865)

CHRISTIAN JURGENSEN THOMSEN

© DANISH ARCHAEOLOGIST & HEAD ANTIQUARIAN FOR THE
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF DENMARK

© WHILE PREPARING MATERIALS FOR PRESENTATION IN THE
MUSEUM, HE DEVELOPED THE THREE AGE SYSTEM



© STONE AGE

© BRONZE AGE
© |RON AGE
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WHAT IS HAPPENING
ACROSS THE POND?

(IN NORTH AMERICA)
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VANISHED
RACGE




1

—irst Nations peoples were oo primitive 1o nhave bullt
the mounads and produced the peautiiul stone,
metal, and ceramic artifacts attriouted to the
moundoulders.




‘He was never known voluntanly to engage in an
enterprise requinng methogoiogical labor, ne awells in
temporary and movable habitations, he follows the
game In thelr migrations. 10 suppose that such a
race threw Up the symmetrical mounas wWhich crown
SO many Of our nver terraces is as preposterous,
almaost, as to suppose that they built the pyramids in

FQyot”

J.WV. Foster, Fresident of the Chicago Academy of Sciences (1875)



It 1S absurd to suppose a reationshio or connection
between the original barbansm of these Inaians and
the civilzation of the moundbuilders”

J.D. Baldwn, Ancient America (1894)



2

1he mounads and associated artracts were much
more anclent than aven the earliest remnants of Hrst
Nations culture




‘Inclan antiquities are always either on, or a very small
qistance below the suriace, uniess bures in some
grave, Whiist articles evidently belonging to that
neople WNo raised our mounas, are trequently found
many feet below the surtace, especially in nver
oottoms.”

Caleb Atwater, Antiquities Discovered in the VVestern States (1820)



3,

otone taplets had peen found N the Mmounds that
DOre supposed INscrptions IN European, Asian, or
African alpnabets
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-Irst Nations peoples were not bulding mounds

when first con

‘acted py

settlers, VWher

asked wno made the r
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orers and

nounas, they



"..all the trbes uniformly say that wnen their
ancestors armved in the VVvest, In order to settle in
Seciusion, they found the ruins there such as we see
them toaay”

Francols, Rene Vicompte de Chateaubrians (1807)
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Vikings
Israelites
Chinese
Welsh
Tartars
Africans
Members of the Hernando de Soto Expedition

Atlanteans (+ other lost continent citizens)

Egyptians
Greeks
Polynesians
Phoenicians
Saxons
Mexicans
Prince Madoc



EPHRAIM GEORGE SQUIER

EDWIN HAMILTON DAVIS



Ancient Monuments of the
Mississippi Valley (1848
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ANCIENT WORKS MARIETTA, DHIOD,



"VWith no hypothesis to combat or sustain, and with a
desire only to amve at truth, whatever its bearnng
Lpon received theones and current prejuaices,
eventhing like mere specuiation has been avoided”
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FMERT ANCIENT,
‘ast Bank of the
LITTLE MIAMI RIVER,

JI nreles above (inctnnalée.
Jolernn Lotk Swurveyor.

Sectzon .

= BB ankrrcrnts

Al \

PR 1. S —




o .

.
"“"N'In tend -,

Paraliels

.
-

)y [y M .
N L

™ S ey
Area 30° Atpes
r_)') J‘-.{'_,' - 5

SCALE.
1300 fr. to the Inch.

£ SI9M s
A
) PRI BN

S Sandy Loa

& WA

WOl eyl ¢

LICKING COUNTY,

CWhittlesey B G Squcerd E /W Daves /837 4




Area 27 Acres.
& -

/1000 v i,




I

““oA‘

b DD SISl Ssdas s s

—_— e <




THE MYSTERY

“SOLVED”




e

- ry

e T o B T e T s e
. i .»J\\ —\- IQ.. W. .: T : < ' - ‘.N,.l .

W - N
Lo N

CYRUS THOMAS



(1825-1910)

CYRUS THOMAS



(1825-1910)

CYRUS THOMAS

O WELL RESPECTED ENTOMOLOGIST FROM ILLINOIS



(1825-1910)

CYRUS THOMAS

O WELL RESPECTED ENTOMOLOGIST FROM ILLINOIS

© 1882 - HIRED TO DIRECT DIVISION OF MOUND EXPLORATION
(WITHIN THE BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY)



(1825-1910)

CYRUS THOMAS

O WELL RESPECTED ENTOMOLOGIST FROM ILLINOIS

© 1882 - HIRED TO DIRECT DIVISION OF MOUND EXPLORATION
(WITHIN THE BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY)

© 55000 OF THE $25000 BAE BUDGET BE DEVOTED TO SOLVING
THE MOUND-BUILDER MYSTERY



TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT

BUREAU OF ETHNOLOGY

SECRETARY OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

1 S90-"9]

J. W. POWEILL
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CULTURAL
CHARACTERISTICS




© MOUNDS

Slatform (flat topped), bunal (conical), earthworks
([geometric, etc), mound complexes
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@ MAIZE

N
N

<ed

0UQ

Ntensive maize (com) pased agriculture, Closely

0 the emergence of Mississipplan culture

NOUt the entire migwest & soutneast,
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€ SHELL TEMPERED POTTERY

Vississipplans used rverne (or more rarely marnne)
shells as temper In thelr pottery.



[EMPER?









O WIDESPREAD TRADE

—x{remely widespread trade networks that reached
far to the west (rockies), the north (Great Lakes), east
Atlantic), and south (Gult of Mexico). Possible
avidence of trade colonies even turther







© SOCIAL COMPLEXITY

Complex chiefdoms, evidence of soclal stratification
and soclal Inequalty. Centralized control of compineo
political and religious power In the hands of only a

few elite (or one)



CHIEFDOMS?




O SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY

One major mound center has clear influence (or
direct control) over a numoer of smaller mound
centers
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7 RYIH

Southeastermn Ceremonial Complex (Southem Cult)
Seler system, cosmology, symiools, and assoclated
Mnaternal culture snared py Mississippian peoples
Some are redefining as "Mississipplan Ideclogical
Nteraction spners’




SOUTHEAST CEREMONIAL COMPLEX

COSMOLOGY




ABOVE WORLD

Home of the [hunderers, the sun, Moon, and Moming
otar or Red Horn. Representative of order and stapility

MIDDLE WORLD

ne world wnere humans peing live and on wnhich they
nave Impact

BENEATH WORLD

Cold, dark place of chaos. Home to the undenwater
oanther and the com mother ("Old VWoman \Who Never
Dies’)




AXIS MUN
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MOTIFS & SYMBOLS




BIRDMAN

ong life, tfamily nealt
oupermatural orngin |

—alcon. Avatar of a warrior. Object of supplica

N, and lo

N the Up

lonN Tor

Ng line of descer

ner VWorlo

dants












REDHORN

—Red Hom was one of the 1ve sons of Earthmaker
wnhom the Creator tashioned with nis own Nands anao
sent 1o eartn 1o rescue mankind, He contested botn

glants and weater spirts, and led warparties against
the ad spints wno plagued mankind,







GREAT SERPANT

Lenizen of the Beneatn World - In constant struggle
with the Thunderers (birdman or falcon) of the Above
Vvorld., Dangerous beings - but also source of great
DOWEr










CHUNKEY

—xtremely nigh stakes game (associated with
gambling). Possitle mythological overtones.
continues on after European contact













© EARLY MISSISSIPPIAN : 800-1200 AD
@ IDDLE MISSISSIPPIAN - 1200-1400 AD

© LATE MISSISSIPPIAN : 1400-CONTACT



@ EARLY MISSISSIPPIAN

Different groups abandoned trioal ifieways for
Ncreasing complexity, sedentism, centralization, and
agriculture. Rapid population growth In major centers




@ MIDDLE MISSISSIPPIAN

Helght of the Mississippian perod. Expansion of
argest ceremonial center (Canhokia). Full extent of the
ooutheast Ceremonial Complex.




© LATE MISSISSIPPIAN

Collapse of the Mississiopian culture. Period
characterized by Increasing wartare, political turmoall,
and population movement. Sharp decrease In
moundpulding - many centers anandoned,
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REGIONAL
VARIATION




PLAQUEMINE MISSISSIPPIAN

7 |
CADOAN MISSISSIPPIAN
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CAHOKIA

O LARGEST & MOST INFLUENTIAL MISSISSIPPIAN CENTER

O ATITS HEIGHT, CAHOKIA COVERED 6 SQUARE MILES AND HAD
AT LEAST 120 MOUNDS

© CONTINUALLY OCCUPIED FROM CA. 600-1300 AD
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COLLAPSE



© ENVIRONMENTAL

0ssitle overnunting and deforestation. In addition,
mate change could have aggravated etfects of

C
C

‘0SIoN due to deforestation, and agverse

tne cultivation of maize, on which the com
depended.

v affecteo

Uity



@ WARFARE

otress (poltical and resource) from new populations
moving INto the area caused wartare.
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© DISEASE

ncredible population density results In helghtened
Nstances o diseases and favorapie environment 1or
transition




“VANISHED CIVILIZATION®









1

—xcavation controls - the Importance of context:
otratigrapny, screening, plece-plotting









2

lechnigues to date sites - elther relative dating or
chronometric dating. How old are things”/



3,

—~emote sensing - a variety of technigues that allow
archaeologists to view (@nd study) human iImpact on
the environment that mignt Not be visitle to the

naked eye
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Diversity - more (very) prominent female
archaeologists as wel as Indigenous archaeologists
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Gertrude Caton-Thompson (1888-1985) H. Marie Wormington (1914-1994)
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—rom thing to people; Idea that arcnasology was Not
about artifacts, but people - material culture was
simply & mechanism to understand and aiscuss
culture (and culture change)
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The "New Archaeology” or Processual Archaeology
Archaeology as Antnropology. Pushned for more
theory, more explicit & sclentiiic archaeology
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PUNCHLINE



© DESCRIPTION

@ STUDY

© COLLECTION (NATIONAL)
o SCIENGE




THE END



