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THE HISTORIES



THE HISTORIES
9 “books,” each (roughly) geographically (and 
somewhat chronologically) based written between 
ca. 450 & 420 BC. 





PERSEPOLIS



THE NILE



DELPHI



?



FLAVIO BIONDO
(FLAVIUS BLONDUS)





DE ROMA INSTAURATA ROME RESTORED

1444-1446; 3 VOLS
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ERETRIA



ANTIQUARIANISM



ANTIQUARIANISM
interest in (and collection of) ancient objects of art or 
science, archaeological and historic sites, or historic 
archives and manuscripts.







SHIFT TO 
NATIONALISM
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ABU SIMBEL







PYRAMID OF KHUFU







ARCHAEOLOGY

AND THE

MUSEUM





BRITISH MUSEUM



JAMES USHER



1650
Annales Veteris Testamenti, a prima mundi origine deducti, una cum rerum 
Asiaticarum et Aegyptiacarum chronico, a temporis historici principio usque 
ad Maccabaicorum initia producto.

("Annals of the Old Testament, deduced from the first origins of the world, 
the chronicle of Asiatic and Egyptian matters together produced from the 
beginning of historical time up to the beginnings of Maccabes")



4004 BC
23 OCTOBER

(a Sunday, just in case you wanted to know)



WHY IS THIS AN 
ISSUE? 

(FOR ARCHAEOLOGY)
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CHARLES LYELL



UNIFORMITARIANISM
The idea that the same natural laws operate today as 
in the past; the earth was shaped entirely by slow-
moving forces still in operation today, acting over a 
very long period of time



CHARLES DARWIN





SO WHAT?



CULTURAL 
EVOLUTIONISM



CULTURAL EVOLUTIONISM
The idea that all societies progress through an 
identical series of distinct (possibly identical) 
evolutionary stages



EDWARD TYLOR
(1837-1913)



Proposed that human cultures developed through three 
basic stages, savagery, barbarism, and civilization



LEWIS HENRY MORGAN
(1818-1881)



Morgan also used the terms savagery, barbarism, and 
civilization, but expanded on these to give us seven 
levels of cultural evolution - all based on technological 
development



CHRISTIAN JÜRGENSEN THOMSEN



CHRISTIAN JÜRGENSEN THOMSEN
(1788 –1865)

DANISH ARCHAEOLOGIST & HEAD ANTIQUARIAN FOR THE 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF DENMARK 

WHILE PREPARING MATERIALS FOR PRESENTATION IN THE 
MUSEUM, HE  DEVELOPED THE THREE AGE SYSTEM



CHRISTIAN JÜRGENSEN THOMSEN
(1788 –1865)

DANISH ARCHAEOLOGIST & HEAD ANTIQUARIAN FOR THE 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF DENMARK 

WHILE PREPARING MATERIALS FOR PRESENTATION IN THE 
MUSEUM, HE  DEVELOPED THE THREE AGE SYSTEM



CHRISTIAN JÜRGENSEN THOMSEN
(1788 –1865)

DANISH ARCHAEOLOGIST & HEAD ANTIQUARIAN FOR THE 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF DENMARK 

WHILE PREPARING MATERIALS FOR PRESENTATION IN THE 
MUSEUM, HE  DEVELOPED THE THREE AGE SYSTEM



v BRONZE AGE
w IRON AGE

u STONE AGE



STONE AGE



BRONZE AGE



IRON AGE



WHAT IS HAPPENING 
ACROSS THE POND? 

(IN NORTH AMERICA)



OF THE

MOUNDBUILDERS

MYTH







MOUNDS































MOUNDBUILDER

ARTIFACTS











































WHO?



MYTH  
OF THE  

VANISHED 
RACE



➊
First Nations peoples were too primitive to have built 
the mounds and produced the beautiful stone, 
metal, and ceramic artifacts attributed to the 
moundbuilders.



“He was never known voluntarily to engage in an 
enterprise requiring methodological labor; he dwells in 
temporary and movable habitations, he follows the 
game in their migrations. To suppose that such a 
race threw up the symmetrical mounds which crown 
so many of our river terraces is as preposterous, 
almost, as to suppose that they built the pyramids in 
Egypt.” 
!

J.W. Foster, President of the Chicago Academy of Sciences (1873)



“It is absurd to suppose a relationship or connection 
between the original barbarism of these Indians and 
the civilization of the moundbuilders” 
!

J.D. Baldwn, Ancient America (1894)



➋
The mounds and associated artifacts were much 
more ancient than even the earliest remnants of First 
Nations culture



“Indian antiquities are always either on, or a very small 
distance below the surface, unless buries in some 
grave; whilst articles evidently belonging to that 
people who raised our mounds, are frequently found 
many feet below the surface, especially in river 
bottoms.” 

!
Caleb Atwater, Antiquities Discovered in the Western States (1820) 



➌
Stone tablets had been found in the mounds that 
bore supposed inscriptions in European, Asian, or 
African alphabets



CAVE CREEK MOUND



GRAVE CREEK MOUND STONE



NEWARK EARTHWORK











BAT CREEK INSCRIPTION



COOK FARM MOUND TABLET



First Nations peoples were not building mounds 
when first contacted by European explorers and 
settlers. When asked who made the mounds, they 
professed complete ignorance

➍



“...all the tribes uniformly say that when their 
ancestors arrived in the West, in order to settle in 
seclusion, they found the ruins there such as we see 
them today” 
!

François, René Vicompte de Chateaubrians (1801)



Metal artifacts made of iron, silver, ore-derived 
copper, and various allows had been found in the 
mounds

➎





?



Vikings Egyptians

Israelites Greeks

Chinese Polynesians

Welsh Phoenicians

Tartars Saxons

Africans Mexicans

Members of the Hernando de Soto Expedition Prince Madoc

Atlanteans (+ other lost continent citizens) God



EPHRAIM GEORGE SQUIEREDWIN HAMILTON DAVIS



Ancient Monuments of the  
Mississippi Valley (1848)



“With no hypothesis to combat or sustain, and with a 
desire only to arrive at truth, whatever its bearing 
upon received theories and current prejudices, 
everything like mere speculation has been avoided”















THE MYSTERY 

“SOLVED”



CYRUS THOMAS
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THE MOUND-BUILDER MYSTERY
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MISSISSIPPIANS

THE





AD 800-1500



7 CULTURAL 
CHARACTERISTICS



➊
Platform (flat topped), burial (conical), earthworks 
(geometric, etc), mound complexes

MOUNDS









➋
Intensive maize (corn) based agriculture. Closely 
linked to the emergence of Mississippian culture 
throughout the entire midwest & southeast.

MAIZE





➌
Mississippians used riverine (or more rarely marine) 
shells as temper in their pottery.

SHELL TEMPERED POTTERY



TEMPER?







Extremely widespread trade networks that reached 
far to the west (rockies), the north (Great Lakes), east 
(Atlantic), and south (Gulf of Mexico). Possible 
evidence of trade colonies even further.

➍ WIDESPREAD TRADE





Complex chiefdoms, evidence of social stratification 
and social inequality. Centralized control of combined 
political and religious power in the hands of only a 
few elite (or one).

SOCIAL COMPLEXITY➎



CHIEFDOMS?



One major mound center has clear influence (or 
direct control) over a number of smaller mound 
centers.

SETTLEMENT HIERARCHYz



CAHOKIA



MOUNDVILLE



Southeastern Ceremonial Complex (Southern Cult). 
Belief system, cosmology, symbols, and associated 
material culture shared by Mississippian peoples. 
Some are redefining as “Mississippian Ideological 
Interaction Sphere”

SECC{



COSMOLOGY
SOUTHEAST CEREMONIAL COMPLEX



ABOVE WORLD
Home of the Thunderers, the Sun, Moon, and Morning 
Star or Red Horn. Representative of order and stability

MIDDLE WORLD
The world where humans being live and on which they 
have impact.

BENEATH WORLD
Cold, dark place of chaos. Home to the underwater 
panther and the corn mother (“Old Woman Who Never 
Dies”)



AXIS MUNDI



MOTIFS & SYMBOLS
SOUTHEAST CEREMONIAL COMPLEX



Falcon. Avatar of a warrior. Object of supplication for 
long life, family health, and long line of descendants. 
Supernatural origin in the Upper World

BIRDMAN









Red Horn was one of the five sons of Earthmaker 
whom the Creator fashioned with his own hands and 
sent to earth to rescue mankind. He contested both 
giants and water spirits, and led warparties against 
the bad spirits who plagued mankind.

REDHORN





Denizen of the Beneath World - in constant struggle 
with the Thunderers (birdman or falcon) of the Above 
World. Dangerous beings - but also source of great 
power

GREAT SERPANT







Extremely high stakes game (associated with 
gambling). Possible mythological overtones. 
continues on after European contact.

CHUNKEY







CHRONOLOGY
MISSISSIPPIAN



v

u EARLY MISSISSIPPIAN : 800-1200 AD

w

MIDDLE MISSISSIPPIAN : 1200-1400 AD

LATE MISSISSIPPIAN : 1400-CONTACT



➊
Different groups abandoned tribal lifeways for 
increasing complexity, sedentism, centralization, and 
agriculture. Rapid population growth in major centers

EARLY MISSISSIPPIAN



➋
Height of the Mississippian period. Expansion of 
largest ceremonial center (Cahokia). Full extent of the 
Southeast Ceremonial Complex.

MIDDLE MISSISSIPPIAN



➌
Collapse of the Mississippian culture. Period 
characterized by increasing warfare, political turmoil, 
and population movement. Sharp decrease in 
moundbuilding - many centers abandoned.

LATE MISSISSIPPIAN



REGIONAL 
VARIATION

MISSISSIPPIAN



MIDDLE MISSISSIPPIAN

UPPER MISSISSIPPIAN

CADOAN MISSISSIPPIAN

PLAQUEMINE MISSISSIPPIAN

SOUTH APPALACHIAN MISSISSIPPIAN



CAHOKIA



CAHOKIA



CAHOKIA
LARGEST & MOST INFLUENTIAL MISSISSIPPIAN CENTER

AT ITS HEIGHT, CAHOKIA COVERED 6 SQUARE MILES AND HAD 
AT LEAST 120 MOUNDS

CONTINUALLY OCCUPIED FROM CA. 600-1300 AD







MONKS MOUND







COLLAPSE
CAHOKIA



➊
Possible overhunting and deforestation. In addition, 
climate change could have aggravated effects of 
erosion due to deforestation, and adversely affected 
the cultivation of maize, on which the community 
depended.

ENVIRONMENTAL



➋
Stress (political and resource) from new populations 
moving into the area caused warfare. 

WARFARE







➌
Incredible population density results in heightened 
instances of diseases and favorable environment for 
transition

DISEASE



“VANISHED CIVILIZATION”





20TH CENTURY
ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE

1900s-1960s



➊
Excavation controls - the importance of context; 
Stratigraphy, screening, piece-plotting







➋
Techniques to date sites - either relative dating or 
chronometric dating.  How old are things?



➌
Remote sensing - a variety of techniques that allow 
archaeologists to view (and study) human impact on 
the environment that might not be visible to the 
naked eye







➍
Diversity - more (very) prominent female 
archaeologists as well as indigenous archaeologists











Gertrude Caton-Thompson (1888-1985) H. Marie Wormington (1914-1994)



➎
From thing to people; idea that archaeology was not 
about artifacts, but people - material culture was 
simply a mechanism to understand and discuss 
culture (and culture change)



➏
The “New Archaeology” or Processual Archaeology.  
Archaeology as Anthropology. Pushed for more 
theory, more explicit & scientific archaeology



LEWIS BINFORD



PUNCHLINE



v STUDY
w COLLECTION (NATIONAL)

u DESCRIPTION

x SCIENCE



THE END


