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INTRODUCTION

THE COUNTRY
Tanzania covers 945,234 sq. km made up 942,832 sq. km of mainland 
Tanzania (formerly Tanganyika) and 2,400 sq. km of Zanzibar 
(consisting of the Islands of Unguja and Pemba). Tanzania is the only 
country in the World, which has allocated more than 25 per cent of 
its total area for Wildlife National Parks and protected areas.  There 
are 14 National Parks, 31 Game Reserves, 50 Game controlled 
areas, 1 conservation area and 2 Marine Parks. Tanzania’s Wildlife 
Resources are considered among the finest in the world and have been 
widely known for many years.  They include the Serengeti plains, the 
spectacular Ngorongoro Crater, Lake Manyara, and Africa’s highest 
Mountain Kilimanjaro – in the North, Mikumi, Ruaha National Parks 
and the Selous Game Reserve in the South.

Other additional natural attractions include the sandy beaches north 
and south of Dar es Salaam, the Spice Islands of Zanzibar and excellent 
deep-sea fishing at Mafia and Pemba Islands. Among the Indian Ocean 
islands are remains of ancient settlements. Olduvai Gorge, in the interior 
Rift Valley, is the site of discoveries of the trace of earliest man.  To the 
tourist, Tanzania also offers interesting Culture and Arts notably the 
Maasai culture and art and the Makonde sculptures and carving done 
in ebony.  Tanzanians are a warm, open friendly people with a long 
traditional of generous hospitality and a wealth of folklore. 



2

TECHNICAL NOTES

ARRIVALS:
 These data refer to the number of visitor arrivals, not to the 

number of persons.  The same person who makes several trips to 
a given country during a given period will be count each time as 
a new arrival.

INTERNATIONAL VISITOR:
 For statistical purposes, the term ”International Visitor” describes 

any person who travels to a country other than that in which has 
his/her usual residence but outside his/her usual environment for 
a period not exceeding twelve months and whose main purpose 
of visit is other than the exercise of any activity remunerated from 
within the country visited.  This definition covers two classes of 
visitors:- ”International Tourists” and International same day 
visitor which are defined as follows:-

INTERNATIONAL TOURIST:
 For Statistical purpose the term ”International Tourist” describes 

an international visitor who travels to a country for at least one 
night and whose main purpose of visit may be classified under of 
the following three groups:

 Leisure and holidays: Recreation, cultural events, health, 
active sports, (non- professional) other leisure and holiday 
purposes; visiting friends and relatives.

Business and Professional: Meeting, Mission, Incentive 
travel, other business.

Other tourism purposes: Studies, health treatment, transit, 
various.
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INTERNATIONAL SAME-DAY VISITOR:
 For statistical purpose the term “International same-day visitor” 

describes international visitors who visits another country for 
less than 24 hours and does not stay over night.

This definition includes:
CRUISE PASSENGERS

 Who arrive in a country on a cruise ship and return to the ship 
each night to sleep on board even through the ship remains 
in port for several days.  Also included in this group are, by 
extension, passengers on a group tour accommodated in a 
train.

CREW MEMBERS: 
 Who do not spend the night in the country of destinations; 

this group also includes crews of warships on a courtesy 
visit to a port in the country of destination; and who spend 
the night on board ship and not at the destination.

DOMESTIC VISITOR
 For statistical purpose the term “domestic visitor” describes 

any person residing in a country, who travel to a place within 
the country, outside his/her usual environment for a period 
not exceeding twelve months and whose main purpose of 
visit is other than the exercise of an activity remunerated 
from within the place visited.  This definition covers two 
classes of visitors:  “Domestic tourist” and domestic same 
– day visitor” who are defined as follows:- 

DOMESTIC TOURIST:
 For statistical purpose the term “domestic tourist” describes 

an internal visitor whose visit is for at least one night and 
whose main purpose of visit may be classified under one of 
the following three groups:
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Leisure and holidays: recreation, cultural events, health, 
active sports, (non-professional) and other leisure and 
holiday purpose.

Business and professional: Meeting, mission, incentive 
travel, other business,

Other tourism purposes: Studies, health treatment, 
transit, various.

DOMESTIC SAME-DAY VISITOR:
For statistical purposes the term “domestic same-day visitor” 
describes a domestic visitor whose visit lasts less that 24 hours 
and does not involve an over night stay.

NIGHTS:
These figures refer to the number of nights spent by person 
in accommodation establishments.  If one person travels to a 
country and spends five nights there, that makes five tourist 
nights.  “Accommodation establishments” refers to all means of 
accommodation including not only hotels and similar establishments 
but also supplementary means of accommodation.

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY:
The data on number of days are generally obtained from 
embarkation/disembarkation cards or from sample surveys 
covering the exact length of stay by checking arrival and departure 
dates or by referring to the declared intended length of stay.  The 
number of nights, in most instances, covers the length of stay at 
accommodation establishments, and thus does not necessarily 
show the total length of stay in the country.

TRANSPORT:
These data related to the mode of transport used by international 
visitors or tourists for arriving in the country.
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ACCOMMODATION:
Number of rooms:
This, in theory, refers to the total capacity in rooms of establishments 
offering accommodation available during the peak period of the 
tourist season.  Data refer in general to the entire country, although 
in certain cases it is limited to particular zones.

Number of bed-places:
This refers, in theory, to the total capacity in bed-places of 
establishments offering accommodation available during the peak 
period of the tourist season.  Data refer in general to the entire 
country, but in some cases this is limited to particular zones.

OCCUPANCY RATES:
The occupancy rate corresponds to the relationship between 
available capacity and the extent to which it is used.  This rate may 
refer either to use of rooms or of beds.  Occupancy rates are based 
on the number of nights spent.

TOURISM AND ECONOMY:
International tourism receipts: -
These are defined as the receipts of a country resulting from 
consumption expenditures, i.e. payments for goods and services, 
made by international visitors to use themselves or to give away.

International tourism expenditures: -
These are defined as consumption expenditures, i.e. payment 
for goods and services, made by residents of a country visiting 
abroad.
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Table 1:  International Visitor Arrivals and Receipts in Tanzania, 1995 – 2009

Source:  Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism, Tourism Department.

Chart 1: The Trend of International Visitor Arrivals , 1999 - 2009

1,288.69 1,543,193.108

3Mean Annual Exchange Rate for 2003: US$ = TZS 1038.4
4Mean Annual Exchange Rate for 2004: US$ = TZS 1089.35
5Mean Annual Exchange Rate for 2005: US$ = TZS 1128.8
6Mean Annual Exchange Rate for 2006: US$ = TZS 1251.9
7Mean Annual Exchange Rate for 2007: US$ = TZS 1244.1
8Mean Annual Exchange Rate for 2008: US$ = TZS 1197.49
9Mean Annual Exchange Rate for 2009: US$ = TZS 1320.31
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Table 2:  Visitor Arrivals by Month 2000-2009

Source:  Ministry of Natural Resource and Tourism, Tourism Department Based on data      
               from Immigration.

Chart 2 : Monthly Trend of International Visitor Arrivals, 2009
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Table 3:   Visitor Arrivals by Mode of Transport, 2000-2009

Source:  Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism, Tourism Department Basis data from 
Immigration

Chart 3:   International Visitor Arrivals by Mode of Transport , 2000- 2009
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Table 4:    Visitor Arrivals by Purpose of Visit. 2001-2009

Source:  Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism, Tourism Department Based on data 
from Immigration

Chart 5:   Trends of International Visitor Arrivals by Purpose of Visit, 2009

Chart 6: Distribution of International Visitor Arrivals by Purpose of Visit, 2009 

International Visitor Arrivals by Purpose of Visit, 2009

Leisure, 
recreation and 

holidays
90%

Other
6%Business and 

professional
4%



10

Table 5:  International Visitor Arrivals to Tanzania by Country of Residence, 
2000- 2009
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Table 6.     International Visitor Arrivals by Regions, 2000 – 2009

Source: Ministry of Natural Resource and Tourism, Tourism Department Based 
on data from Immigration.

Chart 7
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Chart 8:    Trends of International Visitor Arrivals by Regions, 2000 - 2009

Chart 9

Market Share of International Visitor Arrivals through Horohoro Entry Point, 2009
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Chart 10

Chart 11

Market Share of International Visitor Arrivals through JNIA, 2009
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Chart 14

Chart 15

Market Share of International Visitor Arrivals through 

Zaire (DRC)

Market Share of International Visitor Arrivals through  
Mbeya Entry Points, 2009
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Table 7:    Tourism Business Trends in Tanzania, 2000 – 2009

Source: National Bureau of Statistics, & Tourism Department
 1Package Tour      2Non Package Tour 
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CATEGORIES OF TOURIST EXPENDITURE ACCRUING TO 
THE NATIONAL ECONOMY

Agriculture
Includes:

a. Tourist Hunting

Trade, Hotels and Restaurants
Includes:

a. Accommodation 
b. Meals and drinks
c. Shopping 

Transport and Communication
Includes:

a. Scheduled Local (air, road, sea and rail) travel
b. Charters and car hire
c. Tours
d. Communication (international and local) – Telephone and Fax

Financial and Business Services
Includes:

a. Services for Meetings, Conferences
b. Travel agency

Other Services
Includes:

a. Recreation, Culture and Sporting Activities
b. Other Personal Services




