Westar Institute Study Groups

The following persons are seeking to form a study group in their area:*
*Don’t see a group in your area? See below for details on how you can start a Westar study group

e Arizona (Phoenix, Scottsdale, Mesa areas)
Bob Helman, Mesa
RWHelman@aol.com

e California (Auburn area)
William Tellman
530-878-6293
willtell@sbeglobal.net

e California (San Diego area)
M. Laurel Gray
(619) 449-9381
laurelgray5@hotmail.com
info@ProgXianSD.net
http://www.progxiansd.net

e California (San Jose area)

Dennis Russell, San Jose
(408) 937-4139

e California (Whittier area)
Richard Procida
(562) 665-3317
Rich Procida@Justice.com

¢ Canada (Calgary area)
Ray Huene
(403) 282-7826
ravhuene@shaw.ca

e Colorado (Estes Park area)
Marvin Gee, Glen Haven
(970) 586-5485
geel928@aol.com

e Florida (Naples area)
Brown Collins, Naples
(239) 514-3998
brown@synecol.com

e Florida (Orlando Area)
Peter Rautenstrauch, Longwood
407-970-1381 cell
theologyclub@earthlink.net

¢ Georgia (Carrollton area)
Prof. Burdett Wantland, Carrollton
(770) 834-8941(home)
blsaw287@bellsouth.net

e Lee Crase
(770) 838-9044
plaidsta@yahoo.com
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Indiana (Evansville area)
Charles Meny, Evansville
(812) 867-5876
rcmeny@juno.com

Indiana (Indianapolis area)
Greg Wright

(317) 846-5805
gregw@consolidatedins.com
Indiana (Indianapolis area)
Lynn Beach, Indianapolis
(317) 849-2545
landboroug@aol.com
Indiana (Ft. Wayne)

[ohn Moore

(260) 744-1867
www.uufortwayne@frontier.com
Illinois (Decatur area)

Homer Leoucis, Decatur

(217) 428-5187

Maryland JSSG - Silver Spring, MD
Elaine Wunderlich

(301) 572-6865

elaine@marlaine.com

Massachusetts (Southwick)

Harold D. Jester

(413) 998-3130

halj167@aol.com

Minnesota (Minneapolis area)
Anthony Harris, Edna

(612) 914-9504 (home) or (612) 914-0233 (work)
aharris@lyceumgroup.com

Missouri (St. Louis area)

Charles and Denice Smith, Troy
(314) 528-7074

mrchuc@math.fan.org

New Jersey (Cranford - Union County)
Mike Caulfield

(973) 449-4147

emmc@comcast.net

New Jersey (Northern)

Richard Motto

Mahwah, NJ

(201) 995-1164
rmottol@optonline.net

New York (Buffalo Metropolitan Area)
James R. Martin

(716) 883-1620

Doctor@Adelphia.net
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New York (New York City area)
Manuel Santana, New York
(212) 924-8470

North Carolina (Durham area)
Mark Rutledge, Durham

(919) 489-9355
betmark@email.msn.com

North Carolina (Boone area)
Robert “Bob” Cromley and Bill Rogers
(828) 268-0070

Ohio (Columbus area)

Donald Bowers
dbowers@columbus.rr.com
Ohio (Cincinnati area)

Dean Griffith

griffith@isoc.net

(513) 407-0831

Oklahoma (Tulsa area)

Sid Martin

(918) 645-5672
smartin149@cox.net

Oregon (Milwaukie area)
Charles A. Richards, Milwaukie
3947 S.E. Hagar Lane
Milwaukie, OR 97267

Oregon (Portland area)

Al Contreras, Beaverton

(503) 646-2113

acinsureok@cs.com

Oregon (Salem area)

Marri Lamoureaux

(503) 378-9066 x6 work

(503) 990-6197 home
marrilam@icloud.com

Pennsylvania (Harrisburg area)
Harrisburg Area Religious Progressives
Rev.]. Rodger Clark

(717) 805-9937 - cell

(717) 838-3314 - Evenings
colclark409@netscape.net
Pennsylvania (Lewisburg/Selinsgrove area)
Rev. Donna R. Constant

(570) 837-7777.
dndconstant@earthlink.net
Pennsylvania (Lewisburg/Selinsgrove area)
The Rev. Allen M. Fluent

600 Buffalo Road,

Lewisburg, PA 17837

570-523-9628,

afluent@dejazzd.com
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¢ Pennsylvania (Scranton, Wilkes-Barre area)
William Doane Kelly
(570) 969-4227
bkelly577@comcast.net

¢ Northern Virginia
UU Church of Arlington
Cheryl Binkley
(703) 892-2565 - church
(703) 750-0347 - Cheryl
cheryldgb@aol.com

e Texas (Dallas area)
Gerald Bunger
(972) 948-3583
gerald.bunger@yahoo.com

e Washington (Seattle area)
Tina Michalak
(206) 789-3614
jsg@universityucc.org

¢ Washington (Bellingham area)
Rev. Rod MacKenzie, Bellingham
rodmac8@gmail.com

¢ Washington (Spokane area)
Thomas Schmidt
schmidttomw@yahoo.com

e West Virginia (Wheeling, WV/ Pittsburg, PA)
Mike King, Wheeling
(800) 454-9467
mikekinger@aol.com

Want to start a group in your area?

If you are a Westar member and would like to be listed as a study group convener on this page and/or in the list
that is published in Westar’s membership magazine, The Fourth R, send a request to westar@westarinstitute.org.
Please be sure to include the following information:

e state (city or area)
e your name and city of residence
e your telephone number and/or email address

We will check that your membership is current and add your name to the next list that gets published online and
in the magazine.

Resources for Study Groups

Visit the Resources page of the Westar website for a full list of resources, including:
e study guides
e  Fourth R articles
e seminar reports
e event sign-ups
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¢ links to organizations that are supportive of Westar’s work (religious groups, podcasts, etc.)

Polebridge Press, the publishing arm of Westar Institute, offers books and audiovisual materials at a group
discount (30% off an order of 6+ books). To order, call the Westar office at 503-375-5323 during normal business
hours Pacific Standard Time.

Tips for Successful Study Groups

e Establish a routine: weekly or monthly get-togethers, a process for selecting materials and discussing
them, etc. Routines help people relax because they know what to expect, so they can concentrate on the
discussion itself.

¢ Meet people where they are. Some will be very familiar with the study of religion and Westar, while
others will have no experience.

e Respect others’ intellectual and spiritual journeys. As many Westar members—both Associates and
Fellows—can attest, studying religion doesn’t automatically mean leaving religious practice and spiritual
creativity behind. Expect to see a range of ideas and experiences.

e Work together to develop guidelines about respectful dialogue. This can be organic as you encounter
issues, or you can discuss in advance.

e Consider meeting in a neutral location, depending on the make-up of your group. Some examples of
neutral locations are the local library or a quiet coffee shop. Some people might feel uncomfortable
meeting in a religious building depending on where they are in their journey.

e LitLovers.com has a helpful FAQ on how to run a book club. They give ideas for handling personality
conflicts, selecting books, and generating good discussions.
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