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LINCOLN — Bo Pelini has
super powers. No, really. The
man wears a headset during the
game. And yet he could hear you
and me at various points during
Nebraska’s 51-38 victory over
Washington. And on the ride
home, too.

He’s got ESP. Or ESPN.
Or maybe he’s just lived in the

Good Life State long enough to
know.

“We haven’t arrived on of-
fense,’’ Pelini said. “And the sky
isn’t falling on defense. It’s not
black and white every week. You
can’t ride a roller coaster. If we

start thinking we’ve arrived,
we’ll get our butts kicked next
week.

“We’re nowhere near where
we want to be in any phase of
the game. But we’re making
progress. I think you saw that
out there today.”

IN SPORTS: This summer was no vacation for Creighton big man Gregory Echenique. He spent his time playing against some NBA veterans. Page 1C

IOWA RALLIES FROM 21 POINTS DOWN IN A 17-MINUTE SPAN TO STUN PITTSBURGH. PAGE 3CF
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POSTGAME

MORE HUSKERS INSIDE

The NU defense is still finding
its way. Does that mean the sky is
falling on the Blackshirts? No way,
says coach Bo Pelini. Page 5CF

Nebraska’s offensive line takes a
big step, but don’t try to say that to
Barney Cotton. He’s not having it,
writes Dirk Chatelain. Page 6CF

There was lots of howling from the
Huskies after this one. Page 8CF

HUSKER PHOTOS, VIDEO

See photo showcases of the fans
and more. OnOmaha.com/bigred

TomShatel

On a cold, gray afternoon,
sun breaks through for Huskers

J E F F BE I E RMANN / THE WORLD -HERA LD

Washington’s Colin Tanigawa holds back NU’s Jared Crick from getting to Washington quarterback Keith Price in the third quarter. Crick had six tackles on the day and a bone-jarring sack of Price in the second quarter.

See Shatel: Page 8

BY SAM MCKEWON

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

LINCOLN — Such a basic,
harmless thing, fielding a kick-
off. Like a runner grabbing a
baton.

But Washington freshman
Bishop Sankey bobbled Brett
Maher’s third-quarter boot.
The player tried to pick it up,
couldn’t, planted his facemask in
the turf and, like a helpless crab,
threw his arms out in futility.

Nebraska senior linebacker
MathewMay pounced on the ball
at UW’s 1. Rex Burkhead scored

a touchdown on the next play for

a 34-17 NU lead.

“It’s like a present in your

hands,” Burkhead said.

Maher to Sankey to May to

Burkhead — to the cleaners. And

thus a furious game that had

been played to a near dead heat

was iced in an instant.

Even if it took two more hours

and hundreds of yards for Ne-

braska to finally outlast Wash-

ington 51-38, the final installment

of the trilogy climaxed just after

head coach Bo Pelini delivered

SUDDEN IMPACT

NU seizes control after UW’s
miscue early in third quarter

See Huskers: Page 7


