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Abstract

Coming up with the tides of democratization and liberalization, there
are many disputes and tangles between the legislative bodies and
administrative branches resulting from conflicts of political parties, local
factions, citizens’ ideology, interests distribution. The inharmonious
situations take place not only between the Legislative Yuan and
Execution Yuan and city councils and city governments but also between
the township councils and offices.

The 7" term of Taipei City Council starts on December 25, 1994,
This is the first time for the Council composed of three parties with none
majority. However, Kuomintang is still the biggest party in the council.
On the other hand, Mr. Shui-bian Chen of the Democratic Progressive
Party win the Mayoral position, the first time elected directly by citizens
when Taipei was promoted to the position of the Taipei Special
Municipality. In other words, the Taipei City Council and Taipei
Government are controlled by different political parties respectively. As
a result, the Council and government often blame each other and their
interaction is always at a stalemate. For example, the bills are often
boycotted or tabled, a part of annual budget is cut down, or a veto is
submitted. The disputes between two branches keep growing.

The local institution in Taiwan belongs to the system of power
division. According to the current Constitution and its Amendments,
both the Mayor and Council of the Special Municipality are responsible
to the citizens respectively.  After the Special Municipality Autonomy
Law being enacted on July 29, 1994, the Mayor is produced by election
instead of appointment by the central government. Moreover, the status
and the power of local governments are expanded and lots of problems
related to the autonomy have been surfacing since its enactment.
Furthermore, the Local Institution Law is enacted on January 25, 1999
and causes the disputes of authorities division and the stress of
administration between the central and local governments. The law
does not mitigate the conflicts and inharmonious issues between many
local councils and governments, on the contrary, it makes the situations
even worse, especially in the aspects of the personnel affairs,
interpellation, veto, finances, and local legislation.



Taipei Special Municipality is the leading region in the Republic of
China. The democratic development in Taipei is more well than that in
the rest areas of the country. The relations between the Taipei City
Council and Taipei City Government and the way it exercises often attract
mass media’s criticism and other local councils’ or governments’
imitation. The study will explore internal and external factors of the
exercises of veto. The internal factors includes political backgrounds,
interactions of the Council and Government, interactions among the
incumbent and opposition parties, mass media’s effects, lobby’s pressure,
and the needs for different constituencies. On the other hand, the external
factor contains the implementation of the Local Institute Law and the
relations between the central government and Taipei City government.
The author hopes it is able to find a better way for the exercises of veto of
Taipei and hopes the study is helpful to the central or other local
autonomy. Currently, veto is the subject of many research papers.
However, most of studies focus on the system of veto or the articles
regarding the veto. The system of veto in the local councils and the
motives, efficacy, and influences of veto are less studied completely.
Therefore, it is worthy of deep and complete studies on the veto system of
Taipei City.

The author hopes the study will help that local administrative and
legislative branches can base on their own duties and functions to play
their roles well. The power of local government should not be expanded
and the local council should not become the tool of endorsement for the
administration. Of course, the authority of local legislative bodies
should not expand their authority unlimitedly so as to infringe the
authority of the government. Nowadays, Taipei City Council still face
the situation without majority party. In order to avoid past mistakes, the
disputes causing by the Local Institution Law should be solve through
legal amendment. Besides, the citizens and mass media should oversee
the council and government effectively so that the council and
government can work with efficiency and effectiveness. This is indeed
beneficial to all citizens.

Keywords: Exercise of authority, System of veto, Taipei City Council,
Relations between the council and government , Power
division, Local Institution Law
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