
Redemption.
That’s the story of Nebraska

football at this point in its storied
history.

Righting thewrongs of the past
decade. Restoring spoiled traditions.

Redemption.
That was the story of Saturday

night at Memorial Stadium.
Cleaning the stain of 62 points

on a November night in Norman,
Okla. Correcting unspeakable
errors on this same field during
October losses to Texas Tech and
Iowa State.

Redemption.
That’s the story of Matt

O’Hanlon, who intercepted three
Oklahoma passes, including the
clincher with 27 seconds left.

“I’m like one of those stray
cats,” he said. “You don’t think it’s
going to come back and it shows
up on your doorstep.”

You remember O’Hanlon, the
sixth-year senior who grew up
impersonating Blackshirts in his
Bellevue backyard.

You remember No. 33, the
soft-spoken safety who made the
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Getting defensive
It was defense vs. defense, and the

winner was the one that made the big
plays. “They sucked it up and found
a way,” NU coach Bo Pelini said. “I’m
proud of that group of men.” 3CF

Fabulous Phil
A full-page picture of Phillip Dillard and
Husker assistant Mike Ekeler. Back Page
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Nebraska coach Bo Pelini celebrates perhaps his biggest win as a coach. His defense held Oklahoma to its lowest point total since Bob Stoops, Pelini’s hometown pal, became the Oklahoma coach a decade ago.
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Watch video from
the postgame press

conference

On Tuesday, watch live,
streaming video from
the midweek press

conference

OnMonday, join
Jon Nyatawa at noon
for Husker Talk Live

Five interceptions help deliver Bo and Nebraska over the Sooners

Huskers limit OU to three points after surrendering 62 a year ago

A Pelini Picasso
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Nebraska’s Matt O’Hanlon hauls in the game-winning interception.
O’Hanlon had 12 tackles and three interceptions in the game.

‘Stray cat’ eases his pain, and Nebraska’s

LINCOLN — The clock said
there were 27 seconds left, but it
felt more like eight years and 27
seconds.

There were 85,000 standing
and waiting and holding their
breath. They had waited all
night, all season, and maybe
even since 2001 for a moment
like this. Nebraska was up on
Oklahoma 10-3. The two had
played a chess game with blood-
stained pieces all night, and

the longer it went, the longer
the Huskers kept the lead, the
more you could feel the tension.
You could feel 85,000 waiting to
exhale.

Just like old times. Just like
Tom and Barry used to create.
These Huskers were unranked
and these Sooners were 24th,
but they turned this into a
heavyweight bout, trading body
punches, waiting for someone to
stagger. Nobody would.

The old legends were in street
clothes at halftime, and Barry
Switzer and Billy Sims were
safely tucked in a suite some-

A glimpse of the past, and the future
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Nebraska senior Matt O’Hanlon
had three interceptions on Satur-
day. A look back at the three picks:

1
On second-and-13 from
the NU 43-yard line, Landry
Jones’ pass is intercepted at

the NU 26 and returned 30 yards to
the OU 44 with 8:35 left in the third
quarter.

2
On first-and-10 from the NU
39, Jones’ pass is intercept-
ed at the NU 19 with 12:53

left in the game. There’s no return.

3
On second-and-10 from the
NU 49, Jones’ pass is inter-
cepted at the NU 6 with 27

seconds left in the game. There’s
no return.
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