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The Expression of Ch’ing and Its Aesthetic
Construction in Late Ming to Early

Ch’ing Scholar—-Beauty Drama

WANG Ayling

In the history of Chinese drama, the early Ch’ing period is usually
regarded as equally important as the late Ming period for the development
of chuangi drama. In fact, chuangi drama had been flourishing for almost
two hundred years before the regional drama replaced it in the middle of
the Ch’ien—lung period. Although the poetics of early Ch’ing drama
continued the late Ming dramatic tradition, the transformation of dramatic
aesthetics during the dynastic change must have influenced the writing of
chuangi drama. Following the shift from ch'ing to /i, the dramatic
aesthetics also moved from the late Ming yen—ch’ing ideal to the early
Ch’ing idea of “integrating ch'ing and [ (ch’ing—li-he—i). How did the
rationale of “integrating ch’ing and /i’ influence the development of love
theme in the ts’ai—tzu chia—jen drama (scholar-beauty drama) of this
period? How did the social and cultural background stimulate the flourish
of scholar-beauty drama in late Ming? How did the change of the relation
between ch’ing and /i turn the late Ming romantic tradition into the early
Ch’ing realm of realism with more historical and social consciousness?
How did scholar—beauty drama produce its rational content and relevant

aesthetic construction during this dynastic transition? What is the
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significance of writing scholar—beauty for the literati of this era? What are
the major modes and structural characteristics of scholar-beauty drama?
Did the authors present some special aesthetic taste in their plays? To
answer these questions, I first examine how the social and cultural
background influenced the development of scholar-beauty drama from the
late Ming to the early Ch’ing. Secondly, I analyze the rational trends of
ch’ing in these plays. I then go on to explore the narrative mode and the
structural design of scholar-beauty drama. Finally, by discussing how
Ming-Ch’ing literati externalized their subjectivity by writing scholar—
beauty dramas and the mentality behind this phenomenon, I point out the
significance of scholar-beauty drama from late Ming to early Ch’ing

within the framework of Chinese literary tradition.

Keywords: Ming—Ch’ing late Ming early Ch’ing chuangi drama

love romantic romance
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