
HPS w-. Famr -4 1&0#L u . v  I [  tdk#P-- 5 [ k / q  

United States Department of the lnterlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
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&mp/eting National Register F o m  (National Register Bullsfin 16). Complele each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the ~ ~ e s t d  infomallon. If an ilem does not apply to !he property being dwumentedi, enter "MIA" for "not applieabls." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategor~es listed In the instructions. For additlonal space use continuation sheets 
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1. Name of Property 
-- -- 

historicname S u l f r u d e  

other nameslsite number 150-1 00-3 

2. Location 
street L number Gre~nhouse Road ad lacent  to the. Duck Pond on the V.P. I b~%a for publication 
city, town - SlacksSur~ Cmpus vicinity 
state Virg in i a  code VA County 5iontgomerv code 121 zip code 74060 

3. Classification _ 

Ownership of Froperty Category of Properiy Number of Resources within Property 
private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local 10 district 3 O buildings 
public-State site 0 _D sites n pu blic-Federal structure A 0 structures 

object - A 0 objects 
L O Totar 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
1 A listed in the National Register O 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation ACE of 1956, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this 
I11L] nomination 01 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
does no! med the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Plarch 24 ,  1989 
Date 

on of Historic Landmarks 
State or Fedoral agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meef the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

I Signature of eernrnsnling or M e r  official Date I 
State or Fsderar agency and bureau 

5. National Park Setvice Certification 
1, hereby, certlty that this properly is: 

nentered - in the Natlonal Reglsler. 
Sea continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the National - 
Register, U See conunuation sheet. 

mdetarminod not eligible fur the 
National Register. 

17 removed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date d Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC: s i n g l e  dwell ing EDUCATION 
DOMESTIC: secondarv s t r u c t u r e  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) .. , , , , , , 

foundation STONE: l imestone 
OTHER: Ha l l  p a r l o r  walls WOOD: weatherboard 
OTHER: Single-p i le  c e n t e r  passage 

roof METAL: i r o n  
other 

Descr~be present and historic phys~cai appearance. 
The house a t  So l i tude  i s  a two-story s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  s e v e r a l  campaigns during t h e  
n ine teen th  century.  The house i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  a  landscaped park ad jacen t  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  
campus of Virg in ia  Poly technic  I n s t i t u t e .  The park,  c r ea t ed  i n  t h e  twen t i e th  century ,  
con ta ins  two bodies  of water :  t h e  l a r g e  "Duck Pond" and a smal le r  n ine teen th  century  
m i l l  pond. I , -.. . 

What appears  t o  b e - t h e  e a r l i e s t  po r t ion  of t h e  house is a two-story weatherboarded log  
s e c t i o n  which f a c e s  south  towards S t roubles  Creek. It is sheathed wi th  beaded weatherboard 
and f e a t u r e s  a  2-story b r i c k  chimney and tapered beaded rake  boards,  The  s i x  over  s i x  
double hung sash  a r e  equipped w i :  ti e a r ly louve red  b l l n d s  wn r h e  n o r t h  (rear,),,2nd floor. .  
The transomed e n t r y  door is i n  t i le west bay of t h e  two bay p r i n c i p a l  facade ,  and i s  
s h e l t e r e d  below an e a r l y  gabled porch wi th  wide c e i l i n g b o a r d s .  A one-story l e a n t o  of 
frame opens o f f .  t h e  two f i r s t  f:;;..r rooms. 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  has  two rooms of unequal s i z e  on each f l o o r ,  separa ted  
by a  log  p a r t i t i o n .  I n  s p i t e  of a l t e r a t i o n s  through yea r s  of u s e  a s  an academic bui ld ing ,  
h e  s e c t i o n  con ta ins  f l u s h  wood wainscoting wi th  molded c h a i r  and beaded.base.  The mantel 
has been renioved and l o s t .  Door and window t r i m  f e a t u r e s  a  k round a r c h i t r a v e  molding 
and beaded edge. An e a r l y  enclosed winder s t a i r  rises near  t h e  e n t r y  door from t h e  
smal le r  room along t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t i t i o n .  The second f l o o r  inco rpora t e s  t h e  same wainscot ,  
base  c h a i r  and window t r i m .  The o r i g i n a l  mantel su rv ives  i n  t h e  l a r g e  second f l o o r  
room. The mantel i s  of the  Federa l  type, wi th  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  and s tepped moldings. 
A s tud  p a r t i t i o n  has  been added a l o n g t l l e  west s i d e  of t h e  s t a i r ,  which was open on t h e  
second f l o o r .  A bathroom has  been added i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h i s  cen tu ry  i n  t h e  smal le r  . . 
2nd f l o o r  &om. ' 

. . . . 

A log  s e c t i o n  seems t o  have been added t o  t h e  previous ly  mentioned por t ion;  While it 
shared a  common eave h e i g h t  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n  i t . a p p e a r s  t o  have faced  t h e  west and 
t o  have incorpora ted  a  chimney i n  i t s  n o r t h  end. I n  t h e  18501s, t h e  s e c t i o n  was a l t e r e d  
r a d i c a l l y  t o  conform t o  a  f u r t h e r  a d d i t i o n  made a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  so t h a t  beaded weather- 
board remains on t h e  e a s t c r n  h a l f  of t h e  south  wa l l ,  cont inucus s i t h  t h e  previous ly  
mentioned l o g  sec t ion .  The i n t e r i o r  conta ins  one room on each of t h e  two f l o o r s ,  and t h e  
only e a r l y  ' f e a t u r e s  r e t a i n e d  on th; i n t e r i o r  a r e  a  p a i r  of @ l o s e t s  on t h e  n o r t h  wa l l  
which apparent ly  f lanked t h e  o r i g i n a l  chimney. The c l o s e t  doors  a r e  equipped wi th  t h r e e  
l i g h t  transoms, s i x  panel  doors ,  and molded a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  A Federal  mantel wi th  
reeded p i l a s t e r s ,  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t ,  and panel led  p i l a s t e r  caps su rv ives  i n  t h e  second 
f l o o r  of t h e  l o g  s e c t i o n ,  apparent ly  r e l o c a t e d . .  

I n  1859 Robert Pres ton  added a hip-roofed frame wing t o  t h e  no r th ,  i nco rpora t ing  t h e  
log  s e c t i o n  d iscussed  above i n t o  a  new cen te r  passage dwel l in  present ing  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  
facade toward t h e  w e s t .  &See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally statewide locally , . . . .. 
.. ... , 

Applicable National Register Criteria A B [XI c D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A B C D E F G 

Areas of Si niticance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
ARCHITE~TURE .1817P-1859 1508, 1859 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitectlBuilder 
N /P 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The oroperty is significant under criterion C, a s  a n  excellent example of the  early 
and mid-19th century architectural forms popular in the area,  and their  change 
through time a s  spacial  and decorative ideas  underwent alteration. The building 
incorporates elements of earlier log houses in a full-blown center-passage Greek 
Revival house of unusal s ca l e  and decorative merit. I t  a l s o  features a very 
unusual  pair of outbuildings. It is one of 19 frame 2-sfory single-pile center- 
passage dwellings dating from the period (eight were ofbr idk and'one"of log). 
and i t  is the grandest of the  number with i t s  unusual exterior pta'sterand wainscot 
on the front, and articulated five-bay fenestration. 

The land on which Solitude i s  built was part of a 200 acre  tract a t  the headwaters of 
Stroubles Creek from his father Casper,  part of a 507 ac re  grant purchasedfrom the originaI 
. . 
t r a c t  of 7,500 %re known as-Draper 's  Meadow. James Patton Preston, son of William 
Preston.( who built nearby Smithfield), purchased the 200 acres  in  1803.. and ~ ~ - ~ .  s ~ l d  .- it i n  1,007 
to-Granville Smith, his maternal uncle.  The name Solitude first  appears-in L a letter from . 
Sriiith tzhis-nitieiw-on December 1 3 ,  1808. . 'Smith-;&&& .. t<Oh~ve'liv&d"there . and . ~ in Goochla? 
CouKt~i in t i l  a5out 1810 (he died in  1816). ~ re s ton ' s ' s i s - t e r  ~ e i i t i a  and her  husband Dr.. John 
Floyd l i v e h a t  the house Kc.  1814-1815, from several  l e t t ~ h e a d ~ d ~ ~ o l i t u d e ~ r ~ ~ t ~ n d u r i n g  .- ..~.- 

that period.-IF1816 a -FdTl l6  James P. Preston-aj7pliedTo t h e  c iur t  to erect a grist  mill a t  
Sinithfield, and a dam and ditch on his  land. A jury were t o  evaluate the damages to Preston 
and the heirs of Granville Smith. Their report attested that the heirs of Smith would be 
benefitted by the ditch,, which was fed by the pond s t i l l  adjacent to  the house a t  Solitude .., 
(Kegley, vol. 1 ,  pp.  190 E. 253- 1. 

. . . . -. . . . . .  . . . . -. -~ ~ - ~ .  . ~ .  ~- 

I .  

J amesP .  Preston purchased back the land in 1822 from Granvilte-Smith's heirs (D.B. 0 , p .  
605). In 1820 John Hammet, overseer a t  the Horseshoe farm employed by then Virginia 
Governor James P. Preston, wrote that Governor Preston planned to  build a distillery near 
the mill in partnership with Mr. Gull, tenant a t  Solitude. Mrs. Preston was opposed to the 
scheme, saying it would "ruin his negroes" .(Preston papers reel 12). 

&See continoation sheet 
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O s e e  continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS),: . . . .. , -, ,:: ,, ., .. . .. . # . ,,... : ,. .: : . . .. . . .. . . . 
Opreliminary determination of individual.listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:< - - . 

has been requested : ,  . .  k ,  . ,, . B ~ t a t e  historic preservation office t .. .:: . ! 

np rw ious ly  listed in the National Register m o t h e r  state agency 
q previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency 
Odesignated a National Historic Landmark [7 ~ o c a l  government 
Orecorded by Historic American Buildings University 

 SUN^^ # Other 
Orecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: - ,  

Record # Virainia Division of Historic Landmarks 
2 2 1  Governor Street 

10. Geographical Data Richmond. VA 23219 
Acreage of property -t.elv 3 acres 

UTM References 
A ~ 5 1 5 1 0 1 8 1 2 1 0 1  14,111,9 19,1,01 

Zone Easting Northing 
B W  u u 

Zone Easting Northing 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Descr~ption 

Beginning a t  a point on the southwest si3e of Greenhouse Road where a drive from 
Solitude intersects  i t ,  preceeding three hundred feet  southeast  along Greenhouse 
Road to  the north s ide  of Stroubles Creek where it emerges from a culvert under 
Greenhouse Road a t  point B ,  thence generally west  and north with the north s ide  

m ~ e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries were chosen to  enclose a n  undeveloped portion of the original 
farm which retains much of the ambience of the early domestic space  and is 
visible from the house. 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
namaltitle Cih 
organization date- 19AA 
street 8 number 'lpllnw -to ? t e l e p h o n e m  5 5 3  - 47311 
city or town C h r i s t i a n s b u r a  state Virainia zipcode 24073 
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7.  Descr ip t ion  (Continued): 

The roof of t h e  l o g  s e c t i o n  was removed and t h e  w a l l s  r a i s e d  t o  match t h e  new s e c t i o n ,  
and a l l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  and i n t e r i o r  t r i m  rep laced ,  The chimney was r e loca ted  t o  t h e  south  
endrand replaced  by a door t o  match a s i m i l a r  chimney on t h e  no r th  end. New Greek Revival 
mantels  were i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  south  ( log)  room and t h e  no r th  (frame) room. The Federal  
mantel mentioned above was apparent ly  r e loca ted  wi th  t h e  chimney on t h e  2nd f l o o r  log  
room. The c e n t r a l  passage conta ins  a s t r a i g h t  f l i g h t  of open-r iser  s t a i r s  wi th  a turned 
newel and b a l u s t e r s ,  and a ramped and eased r a i l i n g  ending i n  a carved vo lu te .  The new 
l a r g e  s i x  over  s i x  double hung sash  a r e  given Greek e a r s  and paneled aprons. The windows 
and doors i n  t h e  no r th  room have f l u t e d  molding, and t h e  high baseboard i s  molded. 
The t r i m  i n  t h e  south room has  a p l a i n  s e c t i o n  and shal low pointed pediments. 

The e x t e r i o r  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i v e  bay facade completely conceals  t h e  vary ing  d a t e s  and 
ma te r i a l s  of i ts  p a r t s .  The c e n t r a l  passage is reached by a s i d e l i t  door wi th  a s i m i l a r  
t r i p a r t i t e  window above, and t h e  e n t i r e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f r o n t - i s  s h e l t e r e d  by a wide hipped 
roof porch c a r r i e d  on s i x  square Greek Revival columns. The e x t e r i o r  f r o n t  wal l  was 
t r e a t e d  with a panel led  wainscot a s  i f  i t  was an i n t e r i o r  space,  and t h e  wa l l s  above 
and t h e  c e i l i n g  were p l a s t e red .  The door was f lanked by pa i r ed  Greek engaged p i l l a s t e r s  
wi th  an e n t a b l a t u r e  f e a t u r i n g  a r a i s e d  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  and end blocks.  The windows, 
equipped with o r i g i n a l  louvered b l i n d s ,  a r e  a l s o  f lanked by s i m i l a r  p i l a s t e r s .  A 
p a r t i a l l y  enclosed one-story porch extends ac ross  t h e  e a s t  ( r e a r )  w i th  s i m i l a r  p i l a s t e r s .  
A t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  twent ie th  century a l t e r a t i o n s  were made, inc luding  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 
a window and c l o s e t  bes ide  the  door i n  t h e  l o g  f i r s t  s e c t i o n ,  and a window t o  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  of t h e  no r th  chimney. Second f l o o r  room p a r t i t i o n s  and dropped c e i l i n g s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  south  room were added i n  recent  decades and can be e a s i l y  reversed.  

Two e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings ,  both of V-notched log  cons t ruc t ion , remain  near  t h e  house. A 
s t o n e  springhouse wi th  log  supe r s t ruc tu re  s t ands  immediately t o  t h e  southwest,  while  a 
l og  k i tchen  o r  o f f i c e  is loca ted  j u s t  t o  t h e  no r theas t .  The bui ld ing  had a b r i c k  topped 
chimney a t  i t s  nor the rn  end, v i s i b l e  i n  h i s t o r i c  photographs, bu t  i t  is gone and a frame 
a d d i t i o n  now i n  poor condit.ion extends t o  t h e  nor th .  The i n t e r i o r  i s  p l a s t e r e d  on diagonal  
l a t h s ,  f ea tu res  a p a r t i a l l y  dismantled enclosed winder s t a i r  i n  the  southwest co rne r ,  
and a p l a s t e red  g a r r e t  with i n t a c t  beaded baseboard. The top log  p r o j e c t s  on t h e  f r o n t  
and r e a r  t o  form a cornice.  The bui ld ing  i s  sheathed wi th  added p l a i n  weatherboard, 
v i s i b l e  i n  1890's photographs. 

In terv iews with mid-twentieth-century inhabi tan ts  of t h e  house  have  ind ica t ed  t h a t  therewere 
windows i n  the r ea r  ( e a s t )  wa l l  of the w e s t  log s e c t i o n  f lanking  t h e  f i r s t  f loor  door  (con- 
c e a l e d  behind  modern p las te r1  The w a l l s  of t h e  frame s e c t i o n  are also sa id  to b e  inf i l led  
w i t h  brick , a regional ly  popular  w a y  of in su la t ing  a house  (MacEver,  Elmore). 
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8 .  Significance (continued ). 

Robert Preston inherited Solitude from his father James Patton Preston in the 1850's.  
The house is said to  have been built in 1859 (apparently referring to the large-scale 
expansion of the house done a t  that time). Forty ac re s ,  embracing the house and several  
farm buildings, were purchased from Robert Preston in 1872 for $21,250. The land 
became the central campus of Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College, and the house, 
after the death of Preston in the following decade,  was used for faculty housing until 
the 1370's, when i t  became a classroom and office facility . The university i s  now 
preparing to  restore the house for use  a s  a n  appalachian studies center (Data Book). 

10 Geographical Data (continued): 

of Stroubles Creek and the e a s t  edge of the Duck Pond and the adjacent  mill pond to 
Point C on the eastern edge of the mill pond in a direct  line northwest of the northeast end Qj 
the addition to the log outbuiiding, thence following said line past the addition 200 feet  
to point D on the northwest s ide of the drive to  Solitude, thence northeast along the 
drive 350 feet  to the point of origin. 






