Abstract

MALAYALAM SCRIPT-ADOPTION OF NEW SCRIPT FOR USE-ORDERS ISSUED

EDUCATION ‘P’ DEPARTMENT
G. O. (P) 37/71/Edn. Dated, Trivandrum, 23" March 1971.

Read: G.O. (P) 329/68/Edn.dated 11-7-1968

ORDER

The question of reducing the unwieldy number of alphabets and signs in
Malayalam which consume much time and labour in the process of printing and
typewriting, has been under consideration of Government for some time. In 1967
Government appointed a Committee with Shri Soornad P. N. Kunjan pillai, Editor,
Malayalam Lexicon as convener to advise them on the question of reformation of
Malayalam script. The committee in its report has made recommendations to reduce 75%
of the total number of existing characters in printing and typewriting. The reformed
Malayalam script recommended by the above Committee was revised with slight
modifications by another committee appointed in 1969 to expedite the adoption of the
new script for use. The recommendations of the above two committees in the matter of
reformation of the Malayalam script are in brief as follows:

1. 9, 9M, &, 0 ofMIUWOS QO@HUB aljeRMEERSITd  mlan)o
aflsyailee)s

. (alalo@o &0  &H)SEHHUOERUY  alBHORI 9alewotils] alldla]
) ) @) .

2. In January 1971 a conference of Managing Editors of important newspapers in the
State was convened to discuss the question of adoption of the new Malayalam script
for use. The conference has recommended that the reformed script as revised by the
committee might be adopted for use with effect from 15™ April 1971 (Vishu Day).

3. Government have considered the question in detail and are pleased to accept the
reformed Malayalam script as revised by the Committee for use. The new script will
be adopted for all official purposes with effect from 15™ April 1971 (Vishu Day). A
booklet “eflaflaidlatisoemo” containing the details of the new script accepted by

Government is appended to this G.O.

4. All newspapers and periodicals in Malayalam are requested to co-operate with
Government in the implementation of the scheme and to adopt the new script from
the stipulated date.



5.

To

i

The Superintendent of Government Presses is requested to take necessary steps for
implementing the above orders in time. The Government Gazette and other
Government publications will be printed in the new script from the above date.

The Director of Public Relations is requested to give wide publicity to the scheme and
to publish an advertisement in all news-papers about the programme for the change
over of the script.

Government advertisements from 15-4-1971 will be in the new script. As far as
possible, advertisements will be given in stereo-blocks.

By order of the Governor,
PADMA RAMACHANDRAN,
Education Secretary.

All Heads of Departments and Officers.

The Superintendent of Government Presses.
The Secretary, Kerala Public Service Commission (with C.L.)
The Registrar, High Court (with C.L.)

The Registrar, University of Kerala.

The Registrar, University of Calicut.

The Director of Public Relations.

The Gazette.

The Editors of all newspapers and periodicals.
All members of Script Reformation Committee.
All Departments of Secretariat.
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