






















































































































The KSAS group led by Keogh was not represented as a victim at any stage during

the South Melbourne relocation saga. There are several reasons for this. Firstly, the

group was formed in opposition to a plan that had been represented by the print

media as inherently reasonable and as a ‘natural’ solution. This negated the ability of

the print media to use the group, or its personified form, to advocate a position or

support particular measures, because there was limited opportunity within the

coverage to represent the group, or Keogh, as aggrieved or victimised.  Also, the

construction of the club’s plan as a ‘survival kit’ meant that the print media were

unable to represent the club as the villain, to apportion blame, or to construct an

oppositional pair in which the club’s supporters or KSAS were perceived as victims.

Secondly, KSAS instigated legal proceedings against the club and the VFL soon after

their formation. Klapp argued that one of the qualities of a good victim is that they

must not be in a position to help themselves, but be able to receive help. KSAS did

not have this quality. The supporters may have had this quality, but they were

largely absent from the print media coverage. Thirdly, once the KSAS group took

control of the club in the wake of the extraordinary meeting in late September, it

assumed a position of power. Clearly, it was able to help itself and was unable to be

represented as a victim. Finally, in the dispute between the KSAS based

administration and the senior players during the last three months of 1981, the

players were represented at various times throughout the print media coverage as a

group of people who were worthy of the readers’ sympathy. In this respect, the

KSAS based administration was closer to being constructed as a villain than as a

victim.

The players did not satisfy Klapp’s criteria for victim status either. Throughout the

South Melbourne relocation saga the players put themselves in a position to help

themselves. They retained legal representation, made demands of the KSAS based

administration, ensured that the club played in Sydney in 1982 and forced the

resignation of Rantall  and the re-appointment of Quade. As such, they are more

accurately viewed as responsibles, on a par with the administration that they battled

during October, November and December. At various times, however, the players

were represented as a group of people who had not been paid by the club, had the
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