
26 N e w  E r a

My Young Men 
president’s unusual 
reminder helped 
me out of a sticky 
situation at prom.

A COIN  FOR  COURAGE
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a reminder of who you are and whom you 
represent as a faithful priesthood holder. 
Much like this gold coin, your priesthood is 
precious and valuable. Hold it dear to you 
and honor it regardless of where you are.”

I left shortly after to join my friends for 
dinner and pictures. And then, the prom! We 
all had a great time. Later that night, I 
became separated from my group and was 
surrounded by a group of people I didn’t 
know very well. Within a few minutes, I 
found myself in a difficult situation that 
would have compromised my standards. 
Feeling anxious and nervous, I shoved my 
hands into my pockets. My fingers felt the 
golden coin; I’d almost forgotten about it! I 
was instantly reminded that I bear His holy 
priesthood. I thought, “I am a faithful priest-
hood holder. I can honor my priesthood 
regardless of where I am.” I immediately 
walked away from the compromising situa-
tion and reunited with my friends.

Afterward, I was so thankful for faithful 
leaders who stayed in tune with our needs. 
I felt like I better understood the importance 
of honoring the priesthood that I bear. A 
night at the dance and a single golden coin 
reminded me that I can have the strength to 
stand in holy places, even when it’s hard. NE

Chase Howard lives in North Carolina, USA.

THE COURAGE  
TO KEEP 
YOURSELF CLEAN
“I testify that you will 
feel your heart chang-
ing as you become 
a faithful priesthood 
man. You will seek to 
be completely clean 
and administer the 
sacrament worthily. 
You will treat every 
young woman with 
kindness and respect. 
You will honor your 
parents. You will avoid 
offending the Spirit in 
what you think, say, or 
do. You will come to 
know the Lord, whom 
you serve, and you 
will ever strive to be 
like Him.”
David L. Beck, former 
Young Men general pres-
ident, “The Magnificent 
Aaronic Priesthood,” 
Ensign, May 2010, 56.

Like many young men my age, I  
looked forward to the spring in 
anticipation of the yearly high 
school prom. It wasn’t long before 

I accepted an invitation to attend with a 
group of friends, including my two best 
friends, who were fellow priesthood 
quorum members.

The days leading up to the prom were 
full of anxiousness and planning. Where 
would we have dinner? What color tuxedo 
should I wear? So many decisions to be 
made! In anticipation of the events,  
our Young Men president reminded us 
who we represent as priesthood holders 
and how we should conduct ourselves. He 
reminded us that the scripture “stand ye in 
holy places” (D&C 87:8) should be firmly in 
our minds as we went to the dance.

The night of the prom came. As I was 
preparing to leave and join my friends 
for pictures, a knock came at my door. 
Somewhat to my surprise, my Young Men 
president was standing on the porch. He 
told me he was there to see me off and 
wish me an enjoyable time. Before he 
left, he reached into his pocket and 
pulled out a golden dollar coin. As he 

handed it to me he said, “Chase, I want 
you to take this. Keep it in your pocket as 
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