
Conference Information	 2
Sessions by Topic		  4
Special Meet-ups	 5
Plays & Film Festival	 6
Thursday Schedule	 7
Friday Schedule 	 8
Saturday Schedule 	 10
Sunday Schedule	 12
Haymarket Books / ISR	 14
Entertainment	 15
Conference Map	 16

Ju
ne

 2
6–

29
  ★  

 C
hi

ca
go

, I
L

S14_FullProgram_5.indd   1 6/19/14   1:45 PM



2

Conference office 
The office for the conference will be located with the regis-
tration desk. It will be staffed throughout the conference to 
take late registrations, prepare meeting announcements and 
answer general conference questions. Any announcements 
must be cleared through the Socialism 2014 office.

Press policy
Socialism 2014 welcomes authorized press coverage of the 
conference. Only authorized media will be allowed to take 
photographs or interview at the conference.  Press creden-
tials will be authorized and distributed by Keeanga-Yamahtta 
Taylor. Please direct all inquires to her at the Socialism 2014 
registration table.

Admission to sessions 
You will receive a registration badge when you register. Keep 
this badge with you at all times—it is your admission ticket to 
sessions. If any of the meeting rooms reach overflow capacity, 
you may be turned away from attending, so please have a sec-
ond choice in mind. 

Conference guidelines 
So that meetings run smoothly and to encourage maximum 
discussion, a chairperson will moderate all meetings. Ques-
tions and comments should be held until the chair calls for 
them after the speaker has finished his or her presentation. 

The Socialism 2014 organizers ask for cooperation with 
these guidelines from everyone at the conference. Anyone 
who refuses to abide by the chairperson’s instructions or 
who disrupts any meeting will be removed from the con-
ference. Anyone displaying abusive, intimidating or violent 
behavior toward other conference attendees will be ejected 
from the conference. 

Attendees should be aware that in some meetings inter-
preters may be talking quietly to those who have signed up for 
translation services.

Social media
Audio of presentations is made available after the conference 
at WeAreMany.org. If you’d like to tweet about the conference, 
use conference hashtag #Socialism2014. Visit the Socialism 
Conference Facebook page or @socialismconf on Twitter for 
updates and information throughout the conference.

Recording and photography policy
The Socialism Conference does not allow outside recording, 
video, or photographs of any talks. (If you are from the press 
and would like a press pass for the conference, please ask at 
the registration desk to speak to the press liaison). We also ask 
that participants to the conference refrain from photograph-
ing or recording other participants or speakers without their 
express permission. Official conference photographers/vide-
ographers will be on hand during the conference.

Meals 
The hotel is offering breakfast and lunch specials. Breakfast 
specials will be available at the On the Fly Café. Lunch deals 
will be available outside the Metro restaurant (cash only) and 
at On the Fly Café. Please do not bring any outside food into 
the conference meeting areas. 

Child care 
Child care will be provided throughout Socialism 2014 for 
parents who signed up by the May 31 deadline. Check in for 
child care inside the Metro restaurant. 

Haymarket Books 
Haymarket Books will be open in O’Hare I throughout the 
conference.

Parking 
The hotel is offering a special $5-per-day rate for conference 
attendees. Ask about this when you check in. 

Restrooms
Gender-neutral restrooms are available on the lower-level of 
the conference. 

Messages 
The Socialism 2014 office will have a message board for mes-
sages to/from Socialism 2014 attendees. 

Parties and alcohol 
Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages will be for sale 
throughout the conference at the Visibility bar and at the Fri-
day and Saturday night parties. All people buying alcoholic 
beverages will be asked for proof of age. Drinking should take 
place only in designated reception areas.

Welcome to Socialism 2014!
Welcome to Socialism 2014! For more than two decades, the annual Socialism Conference has brought together 
revolutionaries and activists to exchange and debate ideas to advance our struggles.

If this is your first Socialism Conference, consider attending the sessions marked with a red star—the Introduc-
tion to Marxism series—meant to provide the foundational ideas of socialist politics.

Visit the Haymarket Books room where you will find thousands of the most important books on struggle and 
radical politics. Enjoy the nightly entertainment, movies, and socializing. And, if you’re not already, become part of 
the fight for a socialist world!

We have a world to win!
		  Socialism 2014 Staff 

Conference Information
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About the International 
Socialist Organization 
If you want more information about the ISO, stop by the ISO 
information table near the conference office where people 
will be on hand to answer your questions. Also, be sure to at-
tend the Introduction to the ISO meeting on Saturday at 2pm 
in Dulles.

Regional and local meetups 
Groups from various regions and cities will be holding meet-
ings during conference for those who want to find out more 
about the International Socialist Organization. Look for post-
ers on information boards advertising a “meet and greet” for 
your region and city.

12-step general meetings 
Following the last event each evening, we have set aside the 
Orly room for 12-step general meetings. These meetings are 
open to anyone from any 12-step recovery group, such as 
A.A., N.A., Al-Anon and CODA. 

Sponsors
Socialism 2014 is sponsored by the Center for Economic 
Research and Social Change, publisher of Haymarket Books 
and the International Socialist Review, and co-sponsored by 
the International Socialist Organization, publisher of Socialist 
Worker newspaper. 

Conference Information (cont.)

#Socialism2014
@SocialismConf

Social media campaign in solidarity with Palestine

The Crowne Plaza hotel chain is a target of the Palestinian BDS movement for its 
sponsorship of the Jerusalem Marathon. The marathon course goes through East 
Jerusalem and is part of normalizing Israel’s claim on Jerusalem as its capital city.

The conference consulted with Omar Barghouti, co-founder of the BDS 
movement and author of Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions: The Global Struggle for 
Palestinian Rights (Haymarket, 2011), about the best way to show our support 
for the boycott. Here is his advice:

Dear Socialism 2014 conference,

Thanks so much for checking with us on this. We always appreciate the principled sup-
port of the Socialism conference.

We cannot possibly consider asking you to cancel this important conference. We un-
derstand that the conference booked this hotel without knowing beforehand about the 
BDS National Committee’s call for boycotting Crowne Plaza.

I personally suggest the following for your consideration:

1)	Informing conference participants that the hotel was booked without knowing 
about the boycott and that now that the Socialism 2014 conference knows but can-
not cancel, it will respect the boycott henceforth.

2)	Informing Crowne Plaza management that the Socialism conference booked their 
hotel twice in a row but lately found out about the boycott and will no longer book 
any events at the hotel until it ends its complicity in Israel’s clear violation of inter-
national law, as in sponsoring the so-called Jerusalem Marathon.

3)	Helping us get the word around about the boycott against Crowne Plaza so that oth-
er progressive groups will join the boycott and make Crowne Plaza know about it.

I think the steps above may help apply significant pressure on the Crowne Plaza, contrib-
uting to our efforts to convince them to stop sponsoring illegal Israeli activities and events.

					     Best regards,
					     Omar

Thus, we are asking conference participants to take part in a social media 
campaign that will target the Crowne Plaza hotel chain throughout the weekend. 
Because the Crowne Plaza O’Hare is just a franchise, we are asking conference 
participants to direct their statements of solidarity to Crowne Plaza’s corporate Face-
book page and Twitter feeds.

Boycott Crowne Plaza for supporting Israeli apartheid! bit.ly/1p2wq7Z 
@CrownePlaza @BDSmovement #Palestine

Crowne Plaza, don’t be a corporate sponsor of Israeli apartheid! bit.ly/1p2wq7Z 
@CrownePlaza @BDSmovement #Palestine

S14_FullProgram_5.indd   3 6/19/14   1:45 PM



A history of U.S. imperialism
How can the U.S. empire be defeated?
The forging of the American empire

Art, culture, and science
A reading of a new play by Wallace Shawn
Art and class
Brazil’s dance with the devil: 

The World Cup, the Olympics, 
and the fight for democracy

People’s art and political struggles
Which way barbarism?: 

Young adult dystopian fiction
The monsters under the bed: 

Capitalism and horror
Photography and Marxism

Ecology and socialism
Marxism and ecosocialism
Fighting the Keystone pipeline
Building a movement for social 

and ecological justice
Fixing the ecological crisis: 

Why market solutions fail
The political economy of energy

Education, teachers, 
students
Teacher struggles in the age of austerity
More than a score: Stopping the 

testing obsession
The fall of the faculty: Neoliberalism and 

the future of higher education
Special education and disability rights

Gender and sexuality
Marxism and indigenous feminism
Women, race, and class: 

A history of Black feminism
Women’s liberation and the 

socialist movement
Capitalism and the making of gay identity
Who needs gender?: A Marxist analysis
Capital’s missing book: 

Social reproduction theory and 
the global working class today

Who cares: Work, gender, and the repro-
duction of labor power

From criminalization to “rape culture”: 
Rethinking the politics of 
sexual violence

From restrictions to criminalization: 
The fight for reproductive rights today

The struggle for trans liberation: 
A conversation with CeCe McDonald

History and politics 
of Black liberation
A history of interracial unionism in the 

United States
The changing political economy of 

Southern racism
The future of Black politics after Obama
The social construction of race

Human develoment, 
psychology, and society
Race and class in the U.S. child 

welfare system
Capitalism, socialism, and mental illness
Marxism and children: The historical 

construction of childhood

immigration
Reform without justice: 

The politics of immigration reform
Destroying the deportation nation: 

How to move beyond the deadly 
debate in D.C.

Imperialism and 
world economy
The Marxist theory of imperialism
Racism, surveillance and empire
Lenin and the right of nations 

to self-determination
Socialist response to the First World War: 

Lessons for today
“No good men among the living”: 

America, the Taliban, and the war 
through Afghan eyes

the international 
socialist tradition
War and revolutionary socialism: 

The Second World War and the 
origins of International Socialism

The legacy of the International 
Socialist tradition

Introduction to Marxism
Marx and the working class
Marx’s historical materialism
Will socialism be boring?
Marxism and the dialectic
Is the working class oppressed?
Marx and human nature
Marxism and the state
Why we are Trotskyists

Israel and Palestine
A love story: The U.S. and 

Israeli apartheid
Goliath: Life and loathing in 

Greater Israel
Palestine and academic freedom
The battle for justice in Palestine
The Arab working class and 

Palestinian liberation
Against apartheid: The boycott, divest-

ment, and sanctions movement today
Building international solidarity with the 

Palestinian freedom struggle

Latin America today
The legacy of Hugo Chávez and the 

struggle for Venezuela’s future
Twenty years after NAFTA: 

Neoliberalism and resistance in Mexico

Latin American revolutions 
and revolutionaries
Another look at Che Guevara: 

A progress report
From Allende to Pinochet: The Battle 

for Chile
The radical left in the Mexican Revolution
Mariátegui and Marxism in Latin America

Marxist classics
Rosa Luxemburg’s Reform or Revolution
Understanding Marx’s Capital
Socialists, struggle, and the united front
Trotsky’s Permanent Revolution
Lenin’s What Is to Be Done?

Marxist economics
The changing contours of corporate 

capitalism, 1980-2013
Who produces the wealth in society: 

Marx’s labor theory of value
Marx’s theory of crisis: The basics

marxist theory
Law and the rise of capitalism
Ideology and class consciousness
Holding fast to an image of the past: 

Marxism and tradition

Middle East
Revolution and counter-revolution 

in Egypt
Crisis in Iraq: The bitter fruit of 

U.S. imperialism
Revolution and counter-revolution 

in Syria

Native American 
history and politics
From fish-ins to sit-ins: 

Native resistance in the ’50s and ’60s
Idle No More and the new politics 

of Native resistance in North America

Organizing today
Introduction to the ISO
How to build an ISO branch

Other radicalisms
Revolution without a revolution: 

A Marxist critique of anarchism 
and prefigurative politics

Reform or revolution? The rise and fall 
of social democracy

Maoism in the United States 
from SDS to Jesse Jackson

Prison and justice issues
What is the New Jim Crow?
Beyond the prison walls: Is there freedom 

after wrongful conviction?
No justice, no peace: Families of police 

brutality victims speak out

Questions on the left
The right to the city: 

Capitalism and gentrification
What should socialists say 

about privilege checking?
New horizons for the left: 

Unions, mass parties, and socialism
Imagine: Living in a socialist USA
Are there too many people chasing 

too few resources?
Perspectives for the revolutionary left
Deradicalizing intellectuals and the next 

left: Reclaiming the “impatient lives” 
of Black Marxists and Jewish 
internationalists

Capital in the Twenty-First Century: 
An introduction to Piketty

Radical FIlm Festival
Labor’s Turning Point: 

The Minneapolis Truck Strikes of 1934: 
A Rank-and-File Story

Who Is Dayani Cristal?
Union Maids
The Trials of Muhammad Ali
Dirty Wars
Schoolidarity
The Black Power Mixtape: 1967-1975

Revolutionary History
The 1857 Revolt: How Indian soldiers 

and peasants shook the British empire
The Chinese Revolution of 1949

Science
Genes, society, and Marx
Microbes and Marxism: 

Capitalism and public health

From civil rights 
to Black Power
Freedom Summer in Mississippi: 

Fifty years later
Martin Luther King Jr. and the civil rights 

movement of the 1960s
Revolutionary nationalism from 

Malcolm X to the Black Panthers

The Democrats and 
electoral politics
Marxism and elections
Rahm Emanuel, Hillary Clinton or 

Bill de Blasio: The Democratic Party 
at a crossroads?

Political alternatives to the two 
parties of capital

S E S S I O N S  B Y  T O P I C
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The labor movement today
Why we fight for union democracy
Public-sector union struggles: Last line of 

defense, first signs of renewal
The rank-and-file strategy: Class struggle 

unionism
“Obamacare” as neoliberal health 

care reform
Neoliberalism and the changing 

working class
Showdown in the supply chain: Workers 

take on UPS, Amazon, and Walmart
The Fight for 15 and the political econo-

my of low-wage labor

The revolutionary party
In defense of Lenin
Marx, Engels, and the political party

The Russian Revolution
How the Russian Revolution 

was won—and lost

The struggle against 
slavery: Abolitionists 
and revolutionaries
Slavery and Black self-emancipation 

across North America
The Black Jacobins and the Marxism 

of CLR James

U.S. radical and 
labor history
Marxist influences in the 

Chicano/Chicana movement
Socialism and disability: 

The politics of Helen Keller
The mass strikes of 1934 and 

the rise of the CIO
Working-class women’s liberation and 

the rank-and-file rebellion in steel
What happened to Big Labor?: 

From sit-down strikes to concessions
Eugene Debs and the 1894 Pullman strike
UPSurge and the rank-and-file rebellion 

of the 1970s

World in struggle
The Indian working class today
South Africa’s unfinished revolution: 

Class struggle after Mandela
The left in Europe today—and the fight 

against the right
Syriza’s crisis and the future of the 

Greek left
Russia, Ukraine, and the U.S.: 

“Campism” or internationalism?

M E E T - U P S  A N D  R E C E P T I O N S

5

SPECIAL S14 MEETUPS & MEETINGS

Friday • 5:30pm–7:30pm (Dinner)

Academic workers meetup
Dulles  room

Saturday • 1pm–2pm (Lunch)

National Student Meetup
Love A

Chicagoland meetup
Outside Patio

Saturday • 6pm–7:30pm (Dinner)

how to build an iso branch
Ideation room

Andrea Hektor and Mario Ovalle

Chair: Bekah W. • Atlanta

MEET THE EDITORS

ISR RECEPTION

SATURDAY • 9PM 
CONCOURSE B

To view the full descriptions for each session, please visit 
our website at SocialismConference.org/Sessions or 

use this QR code on your smartphone or tablet.
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T H E A T E R  P E R F O R M A N C E S

R A D I C A L  F I L M  F E S T I V A L

Labor’s Turning 
Point: The 

Minneapolis 
Truck Strikes of 
1934: A Rank 
and File Story

Tristan Adie

Thursday
1pm–2:30pm

Who Is 
Dayani Cristal?

Karen Dominguez

Thursday
3pm–5pm 

Union Maids

Caitlin Quinn

Friday
11:30am–1pm

The Trials of 
Muhammad Ali

Dave Zirin and 
director Bill Siegel

Friday
4pm–5:30pm

Dirty Wars

Brenda Coughlin 
and 

Anthony Arnove

Saturday
11:30am–1pm

Schoolidarity

Andrew Friend

Saturday
4pm–6pm

The Black Power 
Mixtape:  
1967-1975

Brian Jones

Sunday
11:30am–1pm

First ever reading of
Wallace Shawn’s

latest play
Directed by the author

With an introduction by Brenda Coughlin

Seating is limited,
please arrive early!

Friday
8pm–9:30pm

Hyatt Hotel
Heathrow A & B
(9300 Bryn Mawr Ave.)

An undercover look into activism, adolescence,
and abstinence in the pro-life movement.

Special performance

MOM BABY GOD
by Madeline Burrows

Friday • 9:30pm • Balmoral

ALL MOVIES WILL BE SHOWN IN THE MIDWAY ROOM

For full movie descriptions, please visit our website at SocialistConference.org/Film-Festival, 
or use the QR code on your smartphone or tablet.
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40 years after the 1974 Portuguese Revolution
Catarina Principe

Revolutionary history
Jason Y. • Chicago

BALMORAL

1PM–2:30PM 3PM–5PM

O’HARE IV

KENNEDY

MIDWAY

IDEATION

HANEDA 
A & B

DULLES

The crisis in iraq

The bitter fruit of U.S. imperialism
Ashley Smith

Midde East
Mario C. • Chicago

The right to the city

Capitalism and gentrification
Ronnie Flores, Jeff Boyette, 

Lauryn Flizeer

Questions on the left
Keegan O. • Boston

A love story

The U.S. and Israeli apartheid
Jason Farbman and Eric Ruder

Israel and Palestine
Liz C. • Denton

The legacy of Hugo Chávez 
and the struggle for 

Venezuela’s future

Tom Lewis and Eva Maria

Latin America today
Gina S. • NYC

Marxism and 
indigenous feminism

Abbie Bakan

Gender and sexuality
Colin W. • NYC

Labor’s Turning Point

The Minneapolis Truck Strikes of 
1934: A Rank and File Story

Tristin Adie

Radical Film Festival

Who Is Dayani Cristal?

Karen Dominguez

Radical Film Festival

Why we are Trotskyists

Joe Allen

Introduction to Marxism
Sid P. • Bay Area

Revolution without 
a revolution

A Marxist critique of anarchism 
and prefigurative politics

Brian Bean and Brian Kelly

Other radicalisms
Zakiya K. • Bay Area

How can the U.S. empire 
be defeated?

Khury Petersen-Smith

A history of U.S. imperialism
Aileen P. • Madison City

The Marxist theory 
of imperialism

Jessica Hansen-Weaver

Imperialism and world economy
Claire B. • NYC

What is the New Jim Crow?

Haley Pessin

Prison and justice issues
Andrew R. • Pittsburgh

T H U R S D A Y  S C H E D U L E

★

Special Dinner-time Session • 5pm–7pm • Ideation

7PM–9PM

Thursday • 7pm–9pm
O’Hare II, III, IV

With an introduction by
Democracy Now’s Amy Goodman

and Todd Chretien

★= Introduction to 
Marxism sessions
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The Internationale
“The Internationale” has been the socialist movement’s 
anthem for more than a century. Eugene Pottier, a French 
artisan who played a leading role in the Paris Commune, 
wrote the words while in hiding following the Commune’s 
defeat in 1871. A Belgian worker, Pierre Degeyter, set the 
words to music in 1888.

“The Internationale” was sung by mutinous Russian 
sailors on the battleship Potemkin during the 1905 Rus-
sian Revolution, by the socialist defenders of the Warsaw 
Ghetto in 1943, and by workers and students in Tianan-
men Square in 1989.

Arise, ye prisoners of starvation,
Arise, ye wretched of the earth,
For justice thunders condemnation
A better world’s in birth!

No more traditions’ chains shall bind us,
Arise ye slaves, no more enthrall.
The earth shall rise on new foundations,
We have been naught, we shall be all!

’Tis the final conflict, let each stand in 
their place.
The international working class shall free 
the human race.
’Tis the final conflict, let each stand in 
their place.
The international working class shall free 
the human race!
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TROTSKY AND THE
ORGANIZATIONAL
PRINCIPLES OF THE

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
Dianne Feeley, Paul Le Blanc,

and Thomas Twiss

New from Haymarket Books

Thousands of the best books
for activists and radicals!

Visit Haymarket Books in O’Hare I.

Featuring:
Sherry Wolf

What’s behind the rise of BDS?

Sharon Smith
Women’s liberation: The Marxist tradition

Joel Geier
Zinovievism and the degeneration

of world Communism

Jeremy Sawyer
Vygotsky’s revolutionary theory
of psychological development

Phil Gasper
Are workers’ cooperatives the

alternative to capitalism?

Alan Wald
Astonished by the present:

The impatient life of Daniel Bensaïd

Bill Mullen
The political challenges of Palestinian liberation

Issue 93 ~ Summer 2014
Available now!

International Socialist Review ISReview.org

DANNY KATCH
says funny things on stage

REMI KANAZI
Palestinian spoken-word poet

THE O’MY’s
Chicago soulfunk

M&O
adventure soul dream pop

FRIDAY
9:30 PM TO 2 AM

DJ SUCH N SUCH
spinning dance music
O’HARE BALLROOM V

An evening of radical folk music past and present
OUTSIDE PATIO (rain location Love A/B)

SATURDAY
9:15 PM TO 2 AM / O’HARE BALLROOM V

SOCIALISM2014
THE AFTER PARTIES
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