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Friday, 28 October 2005
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The Council continued to meet at Nine o'clock
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CLERKS IN ATTENDANCE:
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MEMBERS' MOTIONS

TS
MOTION OF THANKS
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Continuation of debate on motion which was moved on 26 October 2005
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, in his address, the Chief Executive
mentioned the need for a sustainable health care system. The current system
cannot continue in its current form. Either we have to find new ways of
financing health care, or we have to see our high-quality health services go into
long-term decline.

The Health and Medical Development Advisory Committee will be putting
forward options for reform next year. The insurance industry wants to
contribute to the public consultation on this subject. We believe that our
administrative and operational experience in health care could be very helpful.

The industry currently provides coverage for two and a half million people
in Hong Kong, including those covered by group policies. We believe it is
possible for Hong Kong to make far better use of private-sector facilities, by
reducing the gap in prices between private and public health care providers.
We are convinced that this can be done in a way which is affordable, and which
guarantees service quality. We also believe that it is possible to increase
patients” choice, and reduce the burden on public hospitals and primary health
care services.

We agree with the Government that preventive care and primary providers
should play a bigger role for the whole community (noise from mobile phone) —
Sorry, static from the phone. Sorry, Madam President.

We agree with the Government that preventive care and primary providers
should play a bigger role for the whole community, including within homes for
the elderly. We believe it is possible to use a new financing structure to
encourage efficiency among providers and healthier lifestyles among consumers.

The community needs to rethink the relationship between private and
public sectors. In particular, we need a more seamless system, so that patients
can move between the two conveniently.
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Several commentators have suggested a medical savings plan. This
would operate a bit like the MPF, where everyone has an individual account.
This is definitely worth considering. However, we do not believe that this
would completely solve the long-term problem. We are fairly sure that
risk-pooling elements will be essential.

A sustainable financing model for health care is possible. But politically,
it will be a sensitive issue because at the end of the day, we need to put more
funding into the system, and it has to come from somewhere in the community.
People in Hong Kong have become extremely accustomed to a system where the
Government heavily subsidizes health services, and directly provides a large
proportion of them.

| certainly agree with those who say that the working people, the middle
class, and the elderly of Hong Kong are entitled to good quality, affordable
health care. They are. The question is, how do we pay for this entitlement in
the future?

The insurance industry plans to explore a number of areas next year.
These include:

- looking at the data to compare the strengths of the public sector and
the private sector, and see how that would be reflected in the
different roles of social and private insurance;

- looking at the pros and cons of voluntary versus compulsory systems.
Obviously, a larger system will allow for lower costs and more
comprehensive coverage; and

- looking at issues like quality assurance, especially with things like
the family doctor concept.

Madam President, Hong Kong insurers support the Government's aims in
reforming health care finance. We look forward to working with all
stakeholders to create a sustainable system which provides quality and affordable
care to all Hong Kong people.
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Madam President, this is actually my prepared text, and | am supposed to
stop here, but then, my Honourable colleague Mr Tommy CHEUNG just
mentioned a minute ago about smoking. As | am a big advocate of
anti-smoking in Hong Kong, | need to say a few things.

Just a few days ago, | happened to have a drink in one of the most recently
opened new hotels in Hong Kong which was graciously opened by our Financial
Secretary. Actually, like everything else in Hong Kong, when it is new, it is
fully occupied. It so happened that | had to patronize this particular outlet —
the smoking outlet — because it was the only outlet where nobody was in there.
It was a horrible one hour which | had to suffer with all those second-hand
smoking. | was joking enough telling the people working there that they only
had to tolerate that sort of second-hand smoking six more months. | think it is
so bad for the people working there. If | have to suffer for one whole hour, |
can imagine it would be much worse for the health of all the other staff who are
working there 24 hours. So, | certainly disagree with Mr Tommy CHEUNG
that we need to wait any longer. | will give every bit of endorsement to
Secretary Dr York CHOW to put forward the proposal to ban smoking in public
areas. | do not think the Hong Kong public can wait any longer for that.
Thank you, Madam President.
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DR RAYMOND HO: Madam President, our Chief Executive has a dream, that
Is, Hong Kong is to be a society which cares and which is fair and just. Caring
for the health of its citizens is the cornerstone of a good and caring society.

I will first speak on the area of health services. Our reputable and
efficient system has gained positive recognition internationally for its high
quality over the years. | have no doubt that we can continue to maintain this
esteemed reputation. Having endured the difficult struggles of the SARS
epidemic, Hong Kong's medical personnel dutifully and bravely performed their
work to overcome the crisis. The Government has also done much to advance
the control and surveillance of communicable diseases. Efforts have also
started in developing Chinese medicine and clinical knowledge. Although the
Government is trying hard to make health services self-sustainable and tackle the
increasingly growing financial burden, the basic needs of the general public,
especially the weak and the elderly, should not be ignored or neglected. It is
reasonable and necessary for the Government to be involved in administering our
health sector. W.ith a progressively ageing population, we can foresee that
health care requirements will be increasing. The Government's role in this area
will be crucial and vital. Without a stable medical system and a healthy
population, how can we even talk of attaining a caring society? There is room
for improvement as the Administration studies future financing options in



IEE — 20054 10 A 28 H
458 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 28 October 2005

developing a modern and integrated multi-disciplinary health care system. In
addition, more emphasis should be placed on health education and on promoting
sports and exercise among the general public. That is the most basic and
effective way to improve public health at an elementary level.

The word "harmony™ was mentioned many times in the policy address.
In order to achieve real long-term social harmony, we must tackle issues such as
finding employment for workers with low academic qualifications and skills;
resolving the declining real pay of certain jobs; reaching out to a polarized
middle class; tackling the problem of the widening income gap and an ageing
population; alleviating the hardships of new mainland arrivals in adapting to a
new life here, and redefining traditional family values. In terms of sustainable
development in social welfare, the Government should continue its partnership
with relevant sectors through the Community Investment and Inclusion Fund and
the Partnership Fund, which help the disadvantaged, support various projects,
and actively promote relationships with the business community, the social
welfare sector and community organizations. Reaching consensus on these
issues will help build social confidence and promote social responsibility among
social sectors. The fact is that if we want to talk about equality in a harmonious
society, we cannot leave behind those who are in the disadvantaged group.

In particular, special care has to be given to the elderly, the disabled and
children in poverty. More and more problems will likely arise from our ageing
population, including greater demand for retirement housing, medical and
elderly care services. In these areas, the Government should develop a
community-based network so that the required services can be easily accessed.
It is crucial to ensure that seniors can obtain care as and when they need it.

The disabled also experience access problems and face high transport costs.
The Government can further improve the service provided by the Rehabus, as
well as encourage public transport operators to give concessionary fares to the
disabled. Hong Kong may have a free market system where companies have
the freedom to conduct their business independently without political or
government interference, but they also should not ignore the needs of the
disabled when we talk of corporate social responsibility. Yet, instead of forcing
transport operators to act, the best tactic to convince them to help the community
and assist the disadvantaged is more effective persuasion. Hong Kong cannot
afford to damage its positive reputation as a free business environment. In this
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respect, | believe the Government must keep up its policy integrity. On the
other hand, the provision of enhanced support services and a barrier-free
environment for the disabled should continue and should be expedited.

Other than the elderly and the disabled, children in poverty also require
our help and special attention. It is important that equal opportunities are
offered to kids from poor families or with special needs, such as those from the
ethnic minorities, and so on. These helpless children need the support of the
community. Education is a cornerstone for them to escape poverty and boost
their self-esteem. Providing equal education opportunities and appropriate
support is therefore crucial. The Government has long been trying to tackle the
education problem of this wvulnerable group. | suggest that instead of
implementing short-term band-aid measures, there should be a clear and precise
long-term policy. So, like a tree, these children can grow from a strong stem
foundation from which they can branch out and grow. A special task committee
should therefore be established to formulate a relevant policy to tackle this
problem.

Furthermore, the standard of living of the working poor needs to be
addressed. Due to structural problems in the economy, there are working
people who still cannot earn enough to meet their basic living standard. With
the gap in wealth widening in Hong Kong, it is imperative that we act in response
to the working poor, but the question remains to be how best to assist these
families to improve their livelihood? Much discussion has been made on the
ideas of maximum working hours and minimum wages. However, these have
deep economic implications and will require time to reach consensus. In the
meantime, the Government can explore other alternative solutions, such as
initiating appropriate subsidies, providing wider coverage of social security
assistance, and promoting community-oriented assistance programmes to
alleviate some current difficulties.

In general, | do support the principle of a more caring and just society, as
stated in the policy address. It is the right direction to take and | hope the
Government can achieve its goal with strong sense of urgency within these two
years. There is certainly room for the Administration to further extend the
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme to these disadvantaged
citizens. For a truly harmonious society, we need to take into account the
concerns of every sector and should not ignore the importance of providing equal
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opportunities. It is my hope that the Government can create concrete policies
towards building a caring and just society, and these aspirations will not just
remain nice sounding slogans.

With these remarks, Madam President, | so submit. Thank you.
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T AR 16 7
4.16 pm

GHE I -

Meeting suspended.

T 426 9
4.26 pm

FaEMEImikiE -
Council then resumed.
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Ms Emily LAU rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 28 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment, 19
against it and two abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 30 were present, 15 were in favour of the
amendment and 14 against it.  Since the question was not agreed by a majority
of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the
amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 28 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment, 19
against it and two abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 30 were present, 14 were in favour of the
amendment, 14 against it and one abstained. Since the question was not agreed
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 28 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, 22
against it and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 30 were present, 16 were in favour of the
amendment, 12 against it and one abstained. Since the question was not agreed
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore
declared that the amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 28 were present, 20 were in favour of the motion, seven against it
and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 30 were present, 11 were in favour of the
motion and 18 against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of
each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the
motion was negatived.
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-two minutes past Five o'clock.



