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As indicated by the map below, housebreaking at other premises (business) has shown a decrease of 
0.04% (30 cases). The contributing provinces are KwaZulu-Natal 6.4% (765 cases), North West 9.8% 
(528 cases), Free State 8.3% (471 cases) and Mpumalanga 1.8% (100 cases).

HOUSEBREAKING AT OTHER PREMISES (BUSINESS): 2013/14

Housebreaking at other premises (business) decreased by 0.04% (-30 cases) 
from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.4.3 THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND MOTORCYCLES

Theft of motor vehicles and motorcycles has decreased by 32.2% over 10 years; 20.8% during the 
past five years; and 2.6% during the past financial year (2013/14), as indicated in the graph below. 

As indicated by the map below, theft of motor vehicle/cycle has decreased by 2.6% (1 500 cases) 
during the past financial year. The provinces that contributed to the decrease are KwaZulu-Natal 10.9% 
(1 065 cases), North West 9.2% (208 cases) and Mpumalanga 6.2% (156 cases). 

THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND MOTORCYCLES: 2013/14

Theft of motor vehicles and motorcycles decreased by 2.6% (-1 500 cases)
from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.4.4 THEFT OUT OF OR FROM MOTOR VEHICLES 

Theft out of or from motor vehicles has decreased by 3.2% over 10 years, but increased by 19.0% 
during the past five years, and has also increased by 3.0% during the past financial year, as indicated 
in the graph below:

As indicated by the map below, theft out of/from motor vehicle has increased by 3.0% (4 154 cases) 
during the past financial year. All the provinces show an increase, except Eastern Cape which shows 
a decrease of 1.6% (198 cases).

THEFT OUT OF/FROM MOTOR VEHICLES: 2013/14

Theft out of/from motor vehicles increased by 3.0% (4 154 cases) from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.4.5 STOCK THEFT 

Stock theft has reduced by 14.2% over 10 years; 13.4% during the past five years; and 6.2% during 
the past financial year (2013/14) as shown in the graph below:

 
The map below indicates the decrease of 6.2% (1 868 cases) in stock theft. All the provinces 
recorded a decrease, with the  exception of Gauteng and Limpopo with 12.9% (100 cases) and 0.1% 
(1 case) increases respectively.

STOCK THEFT: 2013/14

Stock theft decreased by 6.2% (-1 868 cases) from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.5 OTHER SERIOUS CRIME

Other serious crimes encompass three categories of crime that do not comfortably fit in among the 
other broad categories discussed in this report because of their own peculiarities. These include all 
theft not mentioned elsewhere, shoplifting and commercial crime.  

Theft not mentioned elsewhere is the single largest category of crime and deals with the theft of all items 
not described under property-related crime. A substantial number of other theft cases involve theft of 
cellular telephones (which is incidentally also the case with regard to common robbery and so-called 
street robbery). Although theft and robbery of cellular telephones have a definite impact on the crime 
statistics, previous analysis has revealed that insurance claims might explain a proportion of the crimes 
involving cellular telephones reported to the police. The crimes registered under other theft range from 
“petty thefts” to extremely serious crimes. The latter is best illustrated by one of the most prominent 
manifestations of other theft in recent times, namely the theft of non-ferrous metals. Although in many 
instances considered as a crime of need committed by criminals stealing small pieces of metal, the 
extent of the crime, the sheer volume of metal taken during quite a number of these cases and the 
disposal of the stolen loot undoubtedly point towards organized crime. Moreover, even in its petty 
forms this crime can have serious repercussions. The theft of a small piece of copper wire can e.g. 
cause damage of millions to businesses of all kinds and bring public transport systems to a standstill. 
This, in turn, may lead to public protests which could inflict further extensive damage to property and 
even result in human casualties. Power outages can furthermore create various opportunities for other 
crimes through failure of or chaos in systems, creating a cover of darkness, etc. Similarly, theft of metal 
drain covers and traffic signs could lead to accidents and loss of life, while theft of parts of structures 
has in the past caused such structures to collapse, again with huge financial and other implications. 
The outcome is clear: a crime like this poses real dangers to the economy of South Africa and leaves 
not a single citizen unaffected. It indirectly and often directly amounts to nothing less than private/public 
infrastructure sabotage.

Shoplifting is listed among the other serious crimes because this is a crime mainly detected by 
business personnel or security guards and thus not a focus of conventional policing. Although often 
seen as a crime of need, it is in some cases committed by groups of criminals and even syndicates, 
with an additional proportion accounted for by individuals described as kleptomaniacs or acting under 
peer pressure. Retail stores appear to be the most frequently targeted businesses. Increased safety 
measures and incentives paid to security guards seemingly contributed to a decrease in this crime 
trend. The enormous loss of profit resulting from this crime also impacts on job creation, as these 
retailers and their subsidiaries account for a reasonable proportion of persons employed in the low 
and medium income bracket. Policing partnerships and strategic relations have been secured with the 
Consumer Goods Council of South Africa, Business Against Crime South Africa and other stakeholders 
as a platform to share and analyse intelligence and statistical information which inform the necessary 
interventions in the reduction of this crime.

Commercial crime covers a wide range of offences commonly classified as white-collar crime, but the 
bulk of the offences of this nature relate to various forms of fraud. A current focus of police investigations 
in this field revolves around the issue of narcotics and illegal cigarettes, which is part of the larger 
challenge posed by the overall trade in counterfeit goods, a highly organized activity costing the receiver 
of revenue millions of rand annually. Commercial crime is often considered to be one of the most 
difficult crimes to detect and finding sufficient evidence to successfully prosecute offenders frequently 
proves to be a daunting task. Technological advances facilitate the commission of commercial crime 
even across international borders and add to the challenges faced by investigators and the public at 
large in combating this crime. Although commercial crime is in the public mind associated with large 
businesses and huge amounts of money, analysis has indicated that the elderly and naïve people are 
vulnerable to “street fraudsters” who crook them out of what little earnings they may have.

Other serious crime has decreased by 21.1% over 10 years; 4.2% during the past five years; and 
1.4% during the past financial year (2013/14) as shown in the graph below:
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The highest reduction in this crime category was recorded in Mpumalanga (10.3%) and Free State 
(9.7%). Only three out of nine provinces have shown a marginal increase in this crime and these 
include: Northern Cape (2.3%); Limpopo (1.9%) and Western Cape (1.0%) as shown in the map below.

OTHER SERIOUS CRIME: 2013/14

Other serious crime decreased by 1.4% (-7 405 cases) from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.5.1 OTHER THEFT

Other theft has also reduced by 31.3% over 10 years; 0.3% during the past five years; and 1.6% 
during the past financial year (2013/14), as depicted in the graph below:

In terms of the map below, only three provinces indicated a decrease in this crime during the reporting 
financial year: Mpumalanga 8.1% (1 755 cases); Free State 3.6% (696 cases) and KwaZulu-Natal 
1.1% (548 cases). The rest of the provinces have indicated an increase during the reporting financial 
year.

ALL THEFT NOT MENTIONED ELSEWHERE: 2013/14

All theft not mentioned elsewhere increased by 1.6% (5 848 cases) from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.5.2 COMMERCIAL CRIME (FRAUD) 

Commercial crime (fraud) has increased by 46.7% over 10 years and by 6.8% during the past five 
years, but decreased by 13.6% during the past financial year, as shown in the graph below

As indicated by the map below, commercial crime has decreased by 13.6% (12 460 cases). All the 
provinces have shown a decrease, except for Northern Cape which increased by 17.9% (159 cases).  

COMMERCIAL CRIME: 2013/14

Commercial crime decreased by 13.6% (-12 460 cases) from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.5.3 SHOPLIFTING 

Shoplifting increased by 6.0% over 10 years; reduced by 20.4% during the past five years; and further 
reduced by 1.1% during the past financial year (2013/14) as shown in the graph below:

 
The map below shows that shoplifting decreased by 1.1% (793 cases). Four provinces have shown an 
increase over the past financial year: North West 4.5% (151 cases); KwaZulu-Natal 2.8% (362 cases); 
Limpopo 2.0% (76 cases); Eastern Cape 1.4% (85 cases).

SHOPLIFTING: 2013/14

Shoplifting decreased by 1.1% (-793 cases) from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.6 POLICE-DETECTED CRIME

Drug-related crime, driving under the influence of alcohol and or drugs and the illegal possession of 
firearms and ammunition are classified as crimes mainly detected as a result of police action. These 
crimes are normally not reported to the police, but uncovered as a result of police activities such as road 
blocks, cordon-and-search operations and intelligence gathering. An increase in cases of these crimes 
is generally welcomed as indicative of more active and effective policing. However, more successful 
policing in this regard could also be a cause of decreases in these crimes through the neutralization of 
the suspects involved and/or the deterrent effect of such successes.
 
The proportional spread of these crime is a cause for concern, as drug-related crime constitute the 
largest percentage of cases (75.4%), followed by driving under the influence (20.2%) and illegal 
possession of firearms and ammunition (4.5%) - as shown in the chart below:

Police records reflect an increase in drug-related crime cases. Whether this can solely be attributed 
to more successful combating of drugs, is a moot point. Reports also indicate an increased use of 
drugs and, of even more concern, a trend of people becoming addicted at increasingly younger ages. 
Of critical concern is the fact that, despite cannabis remaining the most popular drug, there seems to 
be a shift towards harder drugs as substance of choice. Furthermore, the need for enhanced policing 
and intense partnership interventions across key stakeholders to prevent or combat these crimes, 
is emphasised the facilitative role drugs play in the commitment of other crimes – both contact and 
property-related crimes such as murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, assault, burglary and theft, 
to mention a few. It is also one of the key substances that are most frequently associated with organized 
crime. 

Successful combating of driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs requires the full cooperation 
of the different law enforcement agencies and the correct handling of exhibits.  Furthermore, awareness 
campaigns targeting people from a young age are believed to play a vital role. The observed reduction 
in cases relating to this crime somehow serves as an indication of the impact of law enforcement, 
government policies and self-restraint by motorists.

The number of cases of illegal possession of firearms and ammunition recorded cannot serve as 
a reflection of the number of illegal firearms in circulation.  However, an analysis of both social contact 
crime and robbery cases reported during the past financial year provides ample proof that the free 
availability of illegal firearms to criminals remains an extremely serious challenge.  The combating 
of this demands the highest dedication from the police. However, the availability of firearms is also 
exacerbated by the continuous application for individual firearm licensing and the reported loss of such 
legal firearms. Over the past three years, 227 929 (i.e. 79 919 in 2011/12; 74 433 in 2012/13 and 
73 577 in 2013/14) individual licenses were approved to facilitate the legal possession of firearms by 
South African citizens. Over the same period, 29 067 firearms (i.e. 9 105 in 2011/12; 12 373 in 2012/13 
and 7 589 in 2013/14) were lost by legal owners, thus arming would-be criminals.

Over the past ten years, cases opened in relation to crimes detected as a result of police action 
continued to depict a constant upsurge. There was a record 167.3% increase over the past ten years; a 
62.9% increase over the past five years; and an 18.2% increase or 345 909 cases reported in 2013/14 
alone, as shown in the graph below:



AN ANALYSIS OF THE NATIONAL CRIME STATISTICS 2013/14

SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE 51

 
The map below shows that crime detected as a result of police action has  increased by 18.2% (53 147 
cases) during 2013/14. All the provinces recorded an increase, with the top three being Gauteng 64.2% 
(40 842 cases); Free State 26.3% (2 176 cases) and North West 18.0% (822 cases).

CRIME DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION: 2013/14

Crime detected as a result of police action increased by 18.2% (53 147 cases)
from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.6.1 ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION

As shown by the graph below, illegal possession of firearms and ammunition has decreased by 0.5% 
over a 10 period, but has increased by 6.0% over the past five years and further increased by 3.7% 
during the past financial year.

The map below shows that Illegal possession of firearms and ammunition increased by 3.7% during 
2013/14. Three provinces have shown a decline, while the rest of the provinces recorded an increase. 
Northern Cape recorded the highest increase with 44.6% (29 cases); followed by Eastern Cape 19.8% 
(305 cases) and Mpumalanga 17.1% (137 cases).
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ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION: 2013/14

Illegal possession of firearms and ammunition increased by 3.7% (548 cases)
from 2012/13 to 2013/14

4.6.2 UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF DRUGS AND DEALING IN DRUGS

The increase in cases of unlawful possession of drugs and dealing in drugs is considered positive, 
though representative of the negative truth of drug prevalence that threatens the future existence of 
our society. During 2013/14 alone, police detected and opened 260 732 cases (a 26.1% increase from 
2012/13) and confiscated large quantities of drugs as reported upon in the associated annual report. 
This includes the detection and dismantling of 35 clandestine laboratories, resulting from intelligence-
driven actions.
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As shown by the map below all the provinces have recorded an increase in drug-related crimes with the 
highest increase being recorded in Gauteng with 95.8% (36 554 cases), Limpopo 27.6% (2 079 cases), 
Mpumalanga 27.7% (1 620 cases) and Free State 32.9% (2 031 cases).

DRUG-RELATED CRIME: 2013/14

Drug-related crime increased by 26.1% (53 907 cases) from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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4.6.3 DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS

Driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs has increased by 133.1% over the past 10 years, 
10.8% in the last five years and decreased by 1.8% for the past financial year.

As demonstrated by the map below, three provinces have shown a welcome increase, i.e. Gauteng 
19.8% (4 322 cases), North West 10.5% (213 cases) and Free State 5.9% (98 cases). The rest of the 
provinces have reduced in the detection of this crime, with Mpumalanga (23.2% or 935 cases), Limpopo 
(20.0% or 567 cases) and KwaZulu-Natal (16.6% or 2 515 cases) showing the highest decreases.

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS: 2013/14

Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs decreased by 1.8% (-1 308 cases) 
from 2012/13 to 2013/14
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5. POLICING PUBLIC ORDER INCIDENTS: A CORE 
BUSINESS DIVERSION

The right to peacefully assemble, picket and demonstrate in public on an array of issues that affect 
the community is one of the elements that reflect the celebration of our democracy and is protected in 
terms of Section 17 of the Constitution. The emphasis thereof is on peaceful and unarmed protests. 
This provision of the Bill of Rights warrants for the implementation of focused awareness programmes 
by all affected stakeholders and relevant communities in order to promote peaceful and incident-free 
incidents. This is critical since there are compelling factors that realise in public protests such as the 
impact of rapid urbanization on the existing infrastructure and services provided by local and provincial 
government.

There were 13 575 public order incidents that were successfully policed or stabilized during the 
2013/14 reporting period. These included assemblies, meetings, labour disputes, community protests 
on dissatisfaction with service delivery by local municipalities, taxi protests, and other related incidents. 
Of these,  though on the incline, 11 668 were peaceful incidents. 

Of key concern is the growth in violence that accompanied 1 907 incidents that were stabilised during 
the reporting period (see chart below), which resulted in 2 522 arrests of persons involved. Despite 
these challenges, restoring peaceful surroundings and sustaining stability and the sovereignty of the 
country prevail. Additional and dedicated resources are required to capacitate the Public Order Police 
to meet these challenges and relieve visible policing from constraints (to basic policing) to focus on 
crime prevention and combating initiatives.

The six provinces recording the highest incidence of violent protests were Gauteng (528 incidents); the 
Eastern Cape (324); the Western Cape (272); KwaZulu-Natal (266); North West (137) and Limpopo 
(135). The remaining three provinces recorded two-digit figures, namely Mpumalanga (97), Free State 
(96) and the Northern Cape (52).
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6. CONCLUSION

The incidence of crime during the 2013/2014 financial year reveals both positive and negative aspects. 
Decreases in a majority of the important categories of crime provide hope to society, even though the 
high levels of some contact crime such as murder, attempted murder and robbery with aggravating 
circumstances - and the frequency with which incidents of this nature dominate news headlines - is 
a matter of grave concern. These crimes are extremely difficult to police, as a significant majority 
take place between people who know one another. It is regretful to note that during this period police 
resources had frequently been diverted to control outbreaks of civil unrest that turned violent. 

That police members lost their lives during such outbursts and in the effort to make the country safe 
for all its inhabitants, is of critical concern. As a country, there is a dire need to engage in creative 
conversation not only in this regard, but also with respect to how people manage interpersonal 
relationships and everyday conflicts. The police service will continue to build on its successes and 
increasingly involve structures of society in its crime prevention and combating initiatives. Several 
strategic interventions have been put in place to address the scourge of crime, e.g. the dismantling 
of identified top syndicates and suspects wanted for serious crime as a joint initiative between the 
Directorate for Priority Crime Investigation, Detective Service and Crime Intelligence. However, making 
communities safe and secure can never be a task for the police alone.  The whole of society needs to 
subscribe to this lofty ideal.
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ANNEXURE C: DEFINITIONS OF CRIME

1 CONTACT CRIME (CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON

1.1 MURDER

Murder consists in the unlawful and intentional killing of another human being.

1.2 ATTEMPTED MURDER

Attempted murder consists in the commission of an unlawful act with the intention of killing 
another human being but which does not result in the death of that human being.

1.3  SEXUAL OFFENCES (BELOW ARE SOME OF THE SEXUAL 
OFFENCES)

RAPE

Section 3 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act, 2007 
(Act No. 32 of 2007) provides as follows:

 → Rape is the unlawful and intentional sexual penetration of a person without his or her 
consent.

COMPELLED RAPE

Section 4 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act, 2007 
(Act No. 32 of 2007) provides as follows:

 → A person who unlawfully and intentionally compels another person, without his or her 
consent, to commit an act of sexual penetration of a third person, without the consent of 
the third person, is guilty of the offence of compelled rape.

SEXUAL ASSAULT

Section 5 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act, 2007 
(Act No. 32 of 2007) provides as follows:

 → A person who unlawfully and intentionally – 

   (a) sexually violates a person, without  his or her consent; or

   (b)  inspires the belief in a person that he or she will be sexually violated, is guilty of the 
offence of sexual assault.

COMPELLED SEXUAL ASSAULT

Section 6 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act, 2007 
(Act No. 32 of 2007) provides as follows:
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 → A person who unlawfully and intentionally compels another person, without his or her 
consent, to commit an act of sexual violation with a third person, without the consent of the 
third person, is guilty of the offence of compelled sexual assault.

ACTS OF CONSENSUAL SEXUAL PENETRATION WITH CERTAIN CHILDREN 
(STATUTORY RAPE)

Section 15 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act, 2007 
(Act No. 32 of 2007) provides as follows:

 → A person who commits an act of sexual penetration with a child is, despite the consent of 
the child to the commission of such as act, guilty of the offence of having committed an act 
of consensual sexual penetration with a child.

ACTS OF CONSENSUAL SEXUAL VIOLATION WITH CERTAIN CHILDREN 
(STATUTORY SEXUAL ASSAULT)

Section 16 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act, 2007 
(Act No. 32 of 2007) provides as follows:

 → A person who commits an act of sexual violation with a child is, despite the consent of the 
child to the commission of such as act, guilty of the offence of having committed an act of 
consensual sexual violation with a child.

1.4 ASSAULT WITH THE INTENT TO CAUSE GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM

Assault with the intent to cause grievous bodily harm is the unlawful and intentional direct or 
indirect application of force to the body of another person with the intention of causing grievous 
bodily harm to that person.

1.5 COMMON ASSAULT

Assault is the unlawful and intentional -

(a) direct or indirect application of force to the body of another person, or
(b) threat of application of immediate personal violence to another, in circumstances in which 
the threatened person is prevailed upon to believe that the person who is threatening him or her 
has the intention and power to carry out his threat.

1.6 ROBBERY WITH AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES

Robbery with aggravating circumstances is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and 
appropriation in aggravating circumstances of movable tangible property belonging to another.

SUB CATEGORIES OF AGGRAVATED ROBBERY FORMING PART OF 
AGGRAVATED ROBBERY

ROBBERY OF A MOTOR VEHICLE (EXCLUDING TRUCKS) ALSO KNOWN AS “CAR 
JACKING”

Robbery of a motor vehicle is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of 
a motor vehicle (excluding a truck) belonging to another.
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ROBBERY OF TRUCK

Robbery of a truck is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of a truck 
(excluding a light delivery vehicle) belonging to another.

CASH-IN-TRANSIT ROBBERY

Cash-in-transit robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of 
money or containers for the conveyance of money, belonging to another while such money or 
containers for the conveyance of money are being transported by a security company on behalf 
of the owner thereof.

BANK ROBBERY

Bank robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of money which 
belongs to a bank from the bank during the office hours of that bank.

ROBBERY AT A RESIDENTIAL PREMISES (ALSO KNOWN AS HOUSE ROBBERY) 

House robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of property 
from residential premises of another person.

ROBBERY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES (ALSO KNOWN AS BUSINESS ROBBERY)
 
Business robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of property 
from the business of another person.

1.7 ORDINARY ROBBERY (ALSO KNOWN AS COMMON ROBBERY)

Robbery is the unlawful and intentional forceful removal and appropriation of movable tangible 
property belonging to another.

2 CONTACT-RELATED CRIME

2.1 ARSON

Arson is the unlawful and intentional setting of fire to immovable property belonging to another 
or to one’s own immovable insured property, in order to claim the value of the property from the 
insurer.

2.2 MALICIOUS INJURY TO PROPERTY

Malicious injury to property consists in the unlawful and intentional damaging of property 
belonging to another or one’s own insured property, with the intention to claim the value of the 
property from the insurer.
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3 PROPERTY-RELATED CRIME

3.1  HOUSEBREAKING (ALSO KNOWN AS BURGLARY) (OTHER 
PREMISES)

Housebreaking of premises other than residential premises is committed by a person who 
unlawfully and intentionally breaks into a building or similar structure which is not used for 
human habitation and does not form part of residential premises, and enters or penetrates it 
with part of his body or with an instrument with which he intends to control something on the 
premises, with the intention to commit a crime on the premises.

3.2  HOUSEBREAKING (ALSO KNOWN AS BURGLARY) (RESIDENTIAL 
PREMISES)

Housebreaking (residential premises) is committed by a person who unlawfully and intentionally 
breaks into a building or similar structure, used for human habitation, and enters or penetrates 
it with part of his or her body or with an instrument with which he or she intends to control 
something on the premises, with the intention to commit a crime on the premises.

3.3 THEFT OF A MOTOR VEHICLE

Theft of a motor vehicle consists of the stealing of a motor vehicle belonging to another person

THEFT FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE

Theft from a motor vehicle consists of the unlawful and intentional removal of parts, accessories 
or equipment, that form part of a motor vehicle, from such vehicle, with the intention of 
permanently depriving the owner thereof of control over such parts, accessories or equipment 
taken from the vehicle .

THEFT OUT OF A MOTOR VEHICLE

Theft out of a motor vehicle consists of the unlawful and intentional removal of articles in or on 
the vehicle from the vehicle, with the intention of permanently depriving the owner thereof of 
control over such articles taken from the vehicle.

3.4 STOCK THEFT

Stock theft consists of the stealing of stock or produce belonging to another person

4 CRIMES DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION

4.1  UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF A FIREARM

Section 3 of the Firearms Control Act, 2000 (Act No. 60 of 2000), read with section 120(1) of the 
Act, provides as follows:

 → Any person who is unlawfully in possession of a firearm and who is not the holder of a 
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licence, permit or authorisation to possess the firearm, is guilty of an offence.

4.2 UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF AMMUNITION

Section 90 read with section 120(10)(b) of the Firearms Control Act, 2000 (Act No. 60 of 2000) 
provides as follows:

 → Any person who is unlawfully in possession of ammunition while he or she does not –
  (a) hold a licence in respect of a firearm capable of discharging that ammunition
  (b) hold a permit to possess ammunition;
  (c)  hold a dealer’s licence, manufacturer’s licence, gunsmith’s licence, import, export or 

in-transit permit or transporter’s permit issued in terms of this Act; or
  (d) have authorisation to be in possession thereof.

4.3 UNLAWFUL USE OR POSSESSION OF DRUGS

Section 4 of the Drugs and Drug Trafficking Act, 1992 (Act No. 140 of 1992) provides as follows:

 → Any person who uses or has in his possession -
 
  (a) any dependence-producing substance; or
  (b)  any dangerous dependence-producing substance or any undesirable dependence-

producing substance, is guilty of an offence.

4.4 UNLAWFUL DEALING IN DRUGS 

Section 5 of the Drugs and Drug Trafficking Act, 1992 (Act No. 140 of 1992) provides as follows:

 → Any person who deals in - 

  (a) any dependence-producing substance; or
  (b)  any dangerous dependence-producing substance or any undesirable dependence-

producing substance, is guilty of an offence.

4.5 DRUNKEN DRIVING

Section 65(1) of the National Road Traffic Act 93 of 1996 provides as follows:

 → A person who,on a public road - 

  (a) drives a vehicle; or
  (b)  occupies the driver’s seat of a motor vehicle the engine of which is running, while 

under the influence of intoxicating liquor or a drug having a narcotic effect, is guilty 
of an offence.

Section 65(5) of the National Road Traffic Act 93 of 1996 provides as follows:

 → A person who, on a public road 

  (a) drives a vehicle; or
  (b)  occupy the driver’s seat of a motor vehicle the engine of which is running, while the 

concentration of alcohol in any specimen of blood taken from any part of his body 
is not less than 0,05 gram per 100 millilitres, or in the case of a professional driver 
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referred to in section 32, not less than 0,02 gram per 100 millilitres, is guilty of an 
offence.

Section 65(6) of the National Road Traffic Act 93 of 1996 provides as follows:

 → A person who, on a public road -

  (a) drives a vehicle; or
  (b)  occupy the driver’s seat of a motor vehicle the engine of which is running, while the 

concentration of alcohol in any specimen of breath exhaled by such person is not 
less than 0,24 milligrams per 1 000 millilitres, or in the case of a professional driver 
referred to in section 32, not less than 0,10 milligrams per 1000 millilitres, is guilty of 
an offence.

5 OTHER SERIOUS CRIME

5.1  ALL THEFT NOT MENTIONED ELSEWHERE (ALSO KNOWN AS 
ORDINARY THEFT)

Theft consists in the unlawful and intentional appropriation of another’s movable tangible 
property which is available in commerce, or of such property belonging to the perpetrator himself 
or herself but in respect of which somebody else has a particular right of possession.

5.2  COMMERCIAL CRIME

FRAUD (INCLUDING ATTEMPTED FRAUD)

Fraud is the unlawful, intentional distortion of the truth which is calculated to prejudice another.

FORGERY

Forgery is the unlawful, intentional falsification of a document or written instrument, calculated 
to cause prejudice.

UTTERING

Uttering is the unlawful offering, passing-off or communication of a forged document, with the 
intention to defraud, and which causes prejudice or potential prejudice to another.

5.3 SHOPLIFTING

Shoplifting consists of stealing from a self-service shop, during the shopping hours of that shop, 
an article which is offered for sale by that shop.
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NOTES




