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Jersey Census 2011 
Bulletin 1: Total population 
Statistics Unit: www.gov.je/statistics 

A census of the population of Jersey was held on 27 March 2011. 
 

The total resident population of Jersey on 27 March 2011 was 97,857.  
 

This figure:  
 includes  6,061 residents of Jersey who were absent from the Island on census day;  and 

excludes 2,052 short-term visitors to the Island who were present on census day. 

 
Change over time 
 

The 2001 census reported a resident population of 87,186. The change in the census measures of the 
Island’s resident population between 2001 and 2011 may be broken down as shown in Table 1.  
 
When comparing the figures for 2001 and 2011 it should be noted that the 2001 measure did not include 
the “undercount” in the total resident population, following international practice at the time; 
(the undercount is the small proportion of households and people from whom a census return was not 
received). The 2011 census has adopted an approach which includes the undercount in the measure of 
the total resident population. 
 
Table 1: Contribution to change between 2001 and 2011 census measures  
 

Numbers are rounded to the nearest 100 to reflect the accuracy of these estimates 
 

 Contribution to change 

2001 undercount (revised - see Notes) 1,600

Natural growth (excess of births over deaths) 2,300 

Net migration (into the Island) 6,800 

Total change in census measures 2001 – 2011 10,700 

 

 

The resident population increased 

by 9,100 between 2001 and 2011 

(including the undercount in both  

censuses), corresponding to an  

increase of 10% over 10 years. 

     

The resident population of Jersey  

has been increasing during the  

last 60 years (see Figure 1). 
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Figure 1: Resident population 1951 - 2011 
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Age and gender 

 
 

Figure 2 illustrates the number of people by age group and gender.  

Figure 2: The population structure of Jersey 
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1 A globally comparable measure of unemployment, defined as the number of people unemployed and looking for 
work, divided by the number of economically active (those in work or seeking work). Full details on employment in 
Jersey will be published in Bulletin 4. 

Working age 
 
As Table 2 shows, 64,353 people were of working age (defined as 16 to 64 inclusive for men, and 16 to 
59 inclusive for women).  
 

The dependency ratio for Jersey (the ratio of those outside of working age to those of working age) 
was 52%; this ratio is similar to that of 2001.  
 
Table 2: Working age population of Jersey 
 

 Males Females All
Under 16 yrs 8,227 7986 16,213 

Working age 33,636 30,717 64,353 

Above working age* 6,433 10,858 17,291 

Total 48,296 49,561 97,857

Dependency ratio 44% 61% 52% 

Percent at working age 70% 62% 66% 
*above 59 years for women, above 64 years for men 

  

  

 
Although the number of working age residents has increased between 2001 and 2011, this has been at a 
similar rate to the numbers of those outside of working age. The percentage of the population who are of 
working age has remained fairly stable: 66% in 2011 compared with 65% in 2001. 
 

Figure 3 displays the change in each age group over the last 10 years. While there has been a small 
increase in the number of under 16s, the number of people of working age has increased by 13% and the 
number of people above working age has increased by nearly a fifth (19%).  
 
Figure 3: Working age population, 2001 and 2011 compared 
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Unemployment 
 
The provisional ILO unemployment rate1 on 27 March 2011 was 4.7%; this rate corresponds to 
2,569 people in the economically active population being unemployed and looking for work at that time. 
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100 persons                                                    23,800 persons  
per km2                                                                                            per km2 

Population by parish 
 
Table 3 shows the distribution of the population by parish. St. Helier accounted for over a third (34%) of 
the total population of Jersey in 2011, followed by St. Saviour (14%) and St. Brelade (11%). The smallest 
parish in terms of population size was St. Mary. 
 
Table 3: Population and population density by parish 
 

 2011 
population % of total 

2011 density 
(person/km2) 

2001 
population 

% change 
population 

Grouville 4,866 5 594 4,702 +3 

St Brelade 10,568 11 803 10,134 +4 

St Clement 9,221 9 2,142 8,196 +13 

St Helier 33,522 34 3,541 28,310 +18 

St John 2,911 3 320 2,618 +11 

St Lawrence 5,418 6 552 4,702 +15 

St Martin 3,763 4 368 3,628 +4 

St Mary 1,752 2 267 1,591 +10 

St Ouen 4,097 4 270 3,803 +8 

St Peter 5,003 5 425 4,293 +17 

St Saviour 13,580 14 1,471 12,491 +9 

Trinity 3,156 3 253 2,718 +16 

TOTAL 97,857 100 819 87,186  
 
Particularly large increases in population between 2001 and 2011 were seen for St. Helier (18%), 
St. Peter (17%), Trinity (16%) and St. Lawrence (15%). Notably small increases in population during this 
decade were seen in Grouville (3%), St. Brelade (4%) and St. Martin (4%). 
 
Figure 4 below shows the pattern of population density across Jersey.  
 
Figure 4: Population density in Jersey by parish 
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Population by age and gender 
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  Provisional release date 
   
1 Total population, age and gender breakdown 8 December 2011 

2 Place of birth, ethnicity and length of residence 15 December 2011 

3 Households and housing January 2012 

4 Employment January 2012 

5 Education February 2012 

6 Transport March 2012 
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Notes 
 

Who was included 
o 

o 

o 

Information was collected for everyone who was resident in Jersey on census day (Sunday 27 March 
2011). A resident included anyone who was staying or intending to stay in Jersey for at least one 
month. People who were usually resident in Jersey, but temporarily away on census day, were also 
included. 
Limited information was also obtained for visitors (anyone intending to stay for less than one month) 
who were present in the Island on census day. 
People living in households, temporary accommodation, those without a permanent address, as well 
as people living in communal establishments such as hotels, care homes and the hospital were all 
included in the census. 

 
Fieldwork 
o 

o 

o

o 

 

 
 

The Jersey Land and Property Index (JLPI) was used to produce an initial list of residential addresses 
in the Island.  
The Island was divided into 166 Enumeration Districts. A fieldworker (Enumerator) was responsible 
for visiting every dwelling within each district to deliver questionnaires to every household before 
census day (including temporary accommodation and unlisted properties). 
Non-responding households were sent a reminder postcard, then a replacement questionnaire, 
before being visited, multiple times where required, by a special team of Collection Officers.  
The follow-up of non-responding households continued for several months after census day. 



 

Methodological changes for the 2011 census 
o 

o 

o 

The 2011 census was carried out entirely on-Island, including processing and validation of the census 
returns. This approach allowed use of local knowledge and expertise throughout the entire census 
project and, particularly, enabled follow up of non-responding households to continue for several 
months after census day. 
The use of an initial list of known addresses in 2011 assisted field workers in ensuring every 
household in Jersey received a census questionnaire before census day. Such a comprehensive list 
was not available in 2001. 
Greater use of technology was made in 2011: questionnaires were bar-coded to speed up the 
processing of the returns; bespoke software, designed in-house, was used to process the returns and 
to ensure data-entry and validation was efficient and accurate; vigorous quality assurance processes 
were put in place to maximise data quality.  

 
Undercount  
o 

o

o

o 

o 

 

 

 

The 2011 Jersey census has incorporated the undercount into the census results. The UK moved to 
this “one number census” approach in 2001. 
Reported numbers for 2011 represent all residents living in Jersey in 2011, including the small 
undercount, in contrast to the results of previous Jersey censuses. 
Non-responding households are included by identifying the number and characteristics of such 
households and subsequently amending the census results.  
Administrative data, additional information collected by Enumerators and the application of statistical 
techniques were used to compile sufficient information on the characteristics of non-responding 
households to enable their inclusion. 
158 households failed to return a census questionnaire in 2011 and were classified as “Undercount” 
households; such households represented less than 0.5% of the total number of households. 

Validation 
o A careful process of validation was carried out against available administrative sources, to ensure the 

final reported census numbers were consistent with the known populations of:  
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

births 
preschool age 
school age 
working age  
pension age 

 
Revision of 2001 census undercount 
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

The 2001 census reported the total resident population of Jersey excluding the undercount, as was 
the customary practice up to that time.  
The 2001 estimate for the undercount was 1% of the enumerated resident population, corresponding 
to 840 ± 100 persons. 
Part of the 2011 data reconciliation against the 2001 census involved reviewing the methodology 
which had been used to estimate the undercount in 2001. 
The review of the 2001 undercount, using administrative data sources relating to 2001, resulted in the 
2001 undercount estimate being revised to 2% of the enumerated population, corresponding to 
1,600 ± 100 persons. 
In comparing the results of the 2001 and 2011 censuses in this bulletin, the revised estimate of the 
undercount for 2001 has been included in the measure of the total resident population for 2001, but 
not within any further breakdown of the population for that year, e.g. by age, gender or parish.  




