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“Of course, too many of the tradespeople here are Ttalians,” said John, “but on the

other hand we are still spared—" “I wish,” interrupted Jean with a laugh, “Dolly and

Rosaline were spending the summer together.” (79)
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[ . .] good Charlotte interviewed me about my relations with God. 1 could have an-
swered that on that score my mind was open; I said, instead—paying my tribute to a
pious platitude—that I believed in a cosmic spirit. Looking down at her fingernails,
she also asked me had I not in my family a certain strange strain. I countered by in-
quiring whether she would still want to marry me if my father’s maternal grandfather
had been, say, a Turk. She said it did not matter a bit; but that, if she ever found out
I did not believe in Our Christian God, she would commit suicide. She said it so sol-

emnly that it gave me the creeps. It was then I knew she was a woman of principle.

(74-75)
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There a bald porcine old man |[. . .] examined my features with a polite smile, then
leisurely produced my (garbled) telegram, wrestled with some dark doubts, turned
his head to look at the clock, and finally said he was very sorry, he had held the room
with the twin beds till half past six, and now it was gone. “The name,” I said coldly, “is
not Humberg and not Humbug, but Herbert, I mean Humbert, and any room will
do, just put in a cot for my little daughter. She is ten and very tired.”

The pink old fellow peered good-naturedly at Lo—still squatting, listening in pro-
file, lips parted, to what the dog’s mistress, an ancient lady swathed in violet veils, was
telling her from the depths of a cretonne easy chair.

Whatever doubts the obscene fellow had, they were dispelled by that blossom-like

vision. He said, he might still have a room, had one, in fact—with a double bed. (118)
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On the other hand, I shudder when recalling that so/-disant ‘high-class’ resort in a

Midwestern state, which advertised ‘raid-the-icebox” midnight snacks and, intrigued

by my accent, wanted to know my dead wife’s and dead mother’s maiden names. (147)
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Eva Rosen, a little displaced person
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Eva Rosen, a displaced little person from France, was on the other hand a good ex-
ample of a not strikingly beautiful child revealing to the perspicacious amateur some
of the basic elements of nymphet charm, [. .. .] I spoke French to her (much to Lo’
disgust). The child’s tonalities were still admirably pure, but for school words and
play words she resorted to current American and then a slight Brooklyn accent would
crop up in her speech, which was amusing in a little Parisian who went to a select
New England school with phoney British aspirations. Unfortunately, despite “that
French kid’s uncle” being “a millionaire,” Lo dropped Eva for some reason before I
had had time to enjoy in my modest way her fragrant presence in the Humbert open

house. (190)
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And I have still other smothered memories, now unfolding themselves into limb-
less monsters of pain. Once, in a sunset-ending street of Beardsley, she turned to
little Eva Rosen (I was taking both nymphets to a concert and walking behind them
so close as almost to touch them with my person), she turned to Eva, and so very se-
renely and seriously, in answer to something the other had said about its being better
to die than hear Milton Pinski, some local schoolboy she knew, talk about music, my
Lolita remarked:

“You know, what’s so dreadful about dying is that you are completely on your
own”; and it struck me, as my automaton knees went up and down, that I simply did
not know a thing about my darling’s mind and that quite possibly, behind the awful
juvenile clichés, there was in her a garden and a twilight, and a palace gate-dim and

adorable regions which happened to be lucidly and absolutely forbidden to me, in my

polluted rags and miserable convulsions; [. . .] (284)

a v — MBI - TREERNS, BRI (R0 Bfivold o
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Humbert, a refugee
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Should I disguise myself as a somber old-fashioned girl, gawky Mlle Humbert, and
put up my tent on the outskirts of Camp Q, in the hope that its russet nymphets
would clamor: “Let us adopt that deep-voiced D. P.,” and drag the sad, shyly smiling
Berthe aun Grand Pied to their rustic hearth. (66)
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W RO FAR A2 TS T &2 b, “To a post card requesting twin beds
Professor Hamburg got a prompt expression of regret in reply. They were full
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am thinking of aurochs and angels, the secret of durable pigments, prophetic
sonnets, the refuge of art. And this is the only immortality you and I may share,
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