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@ DESCRIPTION 
I I lchsck On.) 

The i n t e r i o r  p lan  of the  c e n t r a l  block i s  focused on a room entered  from 
the  nor thern  (main) facade t h a t  has a h a l l  and a room behind, with a 
s i n g l e  room i n  each wing. The h a l l  behind the  ent rance  room is narrower 
than i t s  ad jacen t  rooms and has the  two aforementioned double-door entrance 
on the  e a s t  and west.  Access t o  the  second f l o o r  is by an enclosed s t a i r  
between the  c e n t e r  room of the  nor th  facade and the  west wing; the  low 
a t t i c  room i n  the  west wing is reached by an  enclosed s t a i r  i n  the  southwee 
corner  of the  room below. 
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Archi t rave  framings a r e  used on a l l  door and window openings, and a 
cons ide rab le .van ie ty  a f .  mantel des igns  ex i s t s .  The mantel i n  Ithe w e s t  . 
wing d a t e s  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  from the  second h a l f  of the  e ighteenth  century  
i n  t.he Southside .Virginia. manner,:uuing a b r o a d  a r c h i t r a v e  framing around 
the  f i r e p l a c e  opening a b u t t i n g  two panels d i r e c t l y  above. J u s t  above the  

. p a n e l s ,  a b e a u t i f u l l y  molded mantel s h e l f , p t o j e c t s .  The a r c h i t r a v e  on a 
second-floor  mantel is similar i n  f e e l i n g  t o  t h e  one j u s t  descr ibed ,  bu t  
the  framing surrounds both the  opening and a h o r i z o n t a l ,  r ec t angu la r  panel .  
Severa l  of t h e  o t h e r  mantels d a t e  from about  1900. 

CONDITION 

DElCRlaE THE P-ESEHT I N D  O R t C I N I L  (If h-n)  P H Y S t C b L  A P P E A R A N C E  

F o r t s v i l l e  is a . f rame,  two-story s t r u c t u r e  s e t  on a b r i c k  foundation with 
two shal low, one-story wings G n k i n g  the pedimented gable end (north)  
facade. The two-bay wings a r e  f l u s h  with the  nor th  end of the deep, 
three-bay c e n t e r  s e c t i o n .  The use of a modillioned and d e n t i l l e d  cornice  
and an e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  i n  t h e  pediment g ive  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  t o  an  
otherwise simple s t r u c t u r e .  The one-story porch on the  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  
i s  poss ib ly  o r i g i n a l  but  has been altered.-Two b r i c k  chimneys, r i s i n g  
from the  wings, f l ank  the  c e n t e r  block; a b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  end chimney with 
f lanking one-story,  frame pent c l o s e t s  i s  loca ted  a t  the  r e a r  o f  the  c e n t e r  
s e c t i o n .  Por t ions  o f  the  foundation r evea l  Flemish bond brickwork, althougl 
t h e  masonry has  been ex tens ive ly  r epa i red .  The west s i d e  of the  c e n t e r  
block has ,~been consic?erabLv hidden by a d d i t i o n s ,  but  the  exposed e a s t e r n  
foundation w a l l  shows' basciment uen t  openings wi th  v e r t i c a l  wooden b a r s  
s e t . d i a g o n a l l y  t o  the  plane of the  w a l l .  The e a s t  and west facades behind 
the  wings have c e n t r a l  en t rances  with double, four-paneled doors and 
transom above. 
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F o r t s v i l l e  was the  home of  John Y. Masan (11799-1;859), membet o f ,  
Congress 1831-37, Secre tary  of  t h e  Navy 1844-45, Attmney.Gene+al  1845-46, 
Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy 1846-49, and m i n i s t e r  t o  Prance 1853-,59. 'Mason 
was one of  t h e  t h r e e  diplomats  who i n  1854 met u n o f f i c i a l l y  a t  Ostend, 
Belgium, and wrote t h e  Ostend Manifesto, t h a t  c a l l e d  on the  United 
S t a t e s  t o  t ake  possess ion  of Cuba. Mason married Mary Ann For t ,  whose 
family had owned the  proper ty  on which Mason b u i l t  h i s  house, and he 
named h i s  e s t a t e  i n  honor of h i s  wife.  

With i t s  impressive th ree -pa r t  composition and pedimented gable-end 
f r o n t ,  F o r t s v i l l e  d a t e s  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  from the  period 1780-1820, 
a l though two of  t h e  mantels could appear i n  Southside Virg in ia  houses 
of  an e a r l i e r  d a t e .  F o r t s v i l l e ' s  t h ree -pa r t  p lan  r e l a t e s  t o  o t h e r  
houses of  t h i s  pe r iod ,  such a s  Eppington i n  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County, t h e  
Semple House i n  Williamsburg, and Belnemus i n  Powhatan County, as 
w e l l  as t h e  f i v e - p a r t  compositions a t  Ba t t e r sea  i n  Dinwiddie County, 
and Brandon i n  Pr ince  George County.. A l l . o f . t h o s e  houses-were in sp i r ed  
d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  by P a l l a d i o ' s  sma l l e r  Roman count ry  house des ign ,  
as noted by Thomas T. Watermanci W h i l e ~ F a r t s v i l l e . i a  obviously not  
a lone  i n  having a Pa l l ad ian  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  such a 
s t r u c t u r e  i n  an iso1atpd:cerner  of  Sussex County is almost  a s  s u r p r i e i n g  
as i ts  s t a r k  and lone ly  h i l l t o p  s i t e .  



Whiffen, Marcus, American Arch i t ec tu re  s i n c e  1780; A Guide t o  t h e  S ty le s  
(Cambridge, Mass., 1969). 
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