SITE NOTIFIED TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON THE 6TH DECEMBER 1988
COUNTY: ESSEX SITE NAME: CHALKNEY WOOD
DISTRICT: BRAINTREE

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

Local Planning Authority: Braintree District Council

National Grid Reference: TL 875278 Area: 72.6 (ha.) 179.4 (ac.)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000168 1:10,000:TL 82 NE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1955 Date of Last Revision:1975
Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1988 Date of Last Revision:1988

Other Information:
Part is owned and managed by Essex county council as '‘Access Woodland' for quiet
public recreation; the remainder is owned by the Forestry Commission.

Description and Reasons for Notification:

Chalkney Wood lies on a spur of land overlooking the Colne Valley, about one mile
south-east of Earls Colne. Its soils are mainly acid silts and sands, but they overlie
Chalk Boulder Clay. It is ancient woodland containing a number of stand types,
including acid birch-ash-lime, acid pedunculate oak-lime, base-rich spingline alder and
pedunculate oak-hornbeam. The lime stand types are the best examples in Essex.

The standard trees are d@kiercus robursmall-leaved limdilia cordata ashFraxinus
excelsior birchBetulaspp, sweet chestnGastanea sativand a few hornbeam

Carpinus betulusAbout half of the coppice is composed of lime stools, but some areas
are mostly chestnut and/or hornbeam coppice. In the southern corner, where the Chalky
Boulder Clay is nearer the surface, the coppice comprises ash, fieldAnaple
campestreaand hazeCorylus avellanaThere are some small patches of aspaulus
tremulaand, on the western corner, an area of non-invasivé&Jgtmssp. In the

formerly planted areas, beelehgus sylvaticawestern red ceddhuja plicata hybrid
larchLarix x eurolepiswestern hemlock-sprudesuga heterophylldawson cypress
Chamaecyparis lawsonianBlorway sprucéicea abies grand firAbies grandisand
Corsican pind?inus nigravar. maritimaare all present. However, the wood retains

many surviving native small-leaved lime and hornbeam coppice stools and standards.
The northernmost compartments of the wood contain four valleys supporting base-rich
alder woodland with ground flora communities containing marsh mar@gittia

palustris opposite-leaved golden-saxifragarysosplenium oppositifoliuand
ramsondAllium ursinum

The ground flora is dominated by bramRubusspp generallyR. idaeusalong some
paths) but contains primroggimula vulgaris wood anemon@&nemone nemorosa
dog’s mercunyMercurialis perennisand, over large areas in the north of the wood,
bluebellHyacinthoides non-scriptd he flora includes two plants which are rare in
Essex, violet helleboringpipactis purpurataand thin-spiked wood-sed@arex
strigosa Herb paridParis quadrifolig twaybladelistera ovataearly-purple orchid
Orchis masculanarrow buckler-ferryopteris carthusianand several mosses and
liverworts uncommon in Essex also occur. These indiwataynchium schleicheri
Plagiothecium latebricolaJlota crispga Scapania irriguaandScapania nemorosa



The wood is dissected by grassy rides; in the south (west) section of the wood, ancient,
narrow rides which wind between the coppice stools; in the north(east) section,

modern, wide, forestry rides. The ground flora of the rides includes yellow pimpernel
Lysimachia nemorunereeping Jennl. nummularia wood speedweWeronica

montanaand remote seddearex remotaThere are over twenty ponds or dells in the
wood that are apparently natural.



