
COUNTY: ESSEX SITE NAME: ELSENHAM WOODS

DISTRICT: UTTLESFORD

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended

Local Planning Authority: Uttlesford District Council

National Grid Reference: TL 562255 Area: 45.0 (ha.) 111.1 (ac.)
TL 559264

Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:500,000: 167 1:10,000: TL 52 NE, TL 52 SE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1974 Date of Last Revision: 1974

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1986 Date of Last Revision: –

Other Information:

Description and Reasons for Notification:
Elsenham Woods are predominantly ancient mixed woods supporting the wet ash-
maple, oak-hornbeam and wych elm woodland types. The site comprises Eastend
Wood and Pledgdon Wood, both situated on the chalky boulder clay of north-west
Essex, less than half a mile apart. Both woods support a diverse assemblage of species,
including the nationally uncommon Oxlip Primula elatior.

Eastend Wood is complex in structure with a mosaic of woodland types. Standard trees
include pedunculate oak Quercus robur, ash Fraxinus excelsior and some hornbeam
Carpinus betulus. Aspen Populus tremula and birch Betula pendula, B. pubescens
occur throughout, often forming pure stands, mostly as invasive species following
coppicing. Within Eastend Wood there are also two areas of secondary woodland,
known as Elsenham Field and Ald Ley, which are dominated by oak with some ash and
which are an integral part of the site. In addition to the wet ash-maple and pedunculate
oak-hornbeam stand-types, Pledgdon Wood contains one of only two known Essex
locations for wych elm Ulmus glabra coppice. The coppice layer in both woods
includes abundant ash and hazel Corylus avellana with frequent field maple Acer
campestre. Other shrubs include hawthorn Crataegus sp[p], elder Sambucus nigra and
wild privet Ligustrum vulgare.

The ground flora consists of locally dominant bramble Rubus sp., tufted hair-grass
Deschampsia cespitosa, pendulous sedge Carex pendula, sanicle Sanicula europaea and
dog's mercury Mercurialis perennis with frequent oxlip and occasional bracken
Pteridium aquilinum. Other woodland plants of interest include herb-Paris Paris
quadrifolia and bugle Ajuga reptans. Wet areas recently coppiced are dominated by
pendulous sedge, great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, meadowsweet Filipendula
ulmaria and bramble with frequent wild angelica Angelica sylvestris, marsh thistle
Cirsium palustre, ragged-robin Lychnis flos-cuculi and teasel Dipsacus fullonum.

The site also includes a number of damp grassy rides and small woodland ponds which
form valuable additional habitat for invertebrates and birds.


