
SITE NOTIFIED TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON 26 JUNE 1987

COUNTY: NORTHUMBERLAND SITE NAME: NINEBANKS RIVER
SHINGLE

Status : Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981.

Local Planning Authority: TYNEDALE DISTRICT COUNCIL

National Grid References: NY 780537 and NY 782543

Ordnance Survey Sheets 1:50,000: 87 1:10,000: NY 75 SE

Area: 5.6 (ha.) 13.8 (ac.)

First Notified: 1987

Description:
Ninebanks River Shingle situated on the West Allen, is one of a series of
metalliferous shingle sites, a habitat which is restricted in Northumberland to the
rivers West and East Allen and South Tyne. The alluvial plains contain high levels
of heavy metals and support an unusual community of metal tolerant plants. The
site also shows the succession from bare shingle and grassland to scrub and finally
woodland.

In the past mining and extraction of lead and zinc from the Pennine Orefield resulted
in lead, zinc and cadmium waste being washed into the West Allen from tributary
streams in the mining area. In those areas where alluvial flooding occurred the
heavy metals were deposited with other sediments. The grassland which has
developed on the metalliferous shingle includes uncommon plants such as spring
sandwort Minuartia verna and alpine pennycress Thlaspi alpestre which can tolerate
levels of cadmium and zinc respectively which are toxic to most plants. Many of the
plants which occur are more usually found in mountain areas or on coasts and are
rare in lowlands; alpine scurvy-grass Cochlearia officinalis ssp. alpina, mountain
pansy Viola lutea, thrift Armeria maritima, sea plantain Plantago maritima and sea
campion Silene maritima. Other plants of the shingle are common mouse-ear
Cerastium holosteiodes, sheep’s fescue Festuca ovina, ribwort plantain Plantago
lanceolata, thyme Thymus praecox and various hawkbits Leontodon spp. Grass of
Parnassus Parnassia palustris is abundant in the damp areas.

In places tall grassland has developed, with false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius,
downy oat-grass Avenula pubescens, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, yarrow
Achillea millefolium and many additional species. The grassland is colonised by
alder Alnus glutinosa scrub, which has developed into woodland in an old river
channel. Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, common spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza
fuschii and common valerian Valeriana officinalis grow in the damp grassland in the
alder wood.

Older woodland with ash Fraxinus excelsior, sessile oak Quercus petraea, wych
elm Ulmus glabra, alder, hazel Corylus avellana, guelder rose Viburnum opulus
and a rich ground-flora occurs on the river bank and streamside.


