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BY NANCY WACLAWEK
Times Staff Writer

When he bought the newspa-
per in 1912, Paul Poynter deter-
mined he would set an example 
by giving back to the commu-
nity that was helping to make his 
business successful. It was his 
obligation, he believed.

Nelson Poynter followed his 
father’s example.

Today, the philanthropy of the 
Times is carried out through the 
St. Petersburg Times Fund, the 
philanthropic arm of the newspa-
per. The nonprofit organization 

was established in 1953. Its mis-
sion: to “train, assist and inspire 
those pursuing a career in the 
newspaper profession” through 
scholarships and fellowships. 

Through the years, the Times 
Fund’s giving has expanded to 
scholarships for college study 
other than journalism and grants 
to nonprofit organizations in the 
Tampa Bay area.

Since 1956, when the first 
scholarship checks were writ-
ten, the fund has awarded nearly 
1,200 scholarships and fellow-
ships worth more than $4.7 mil-

lion. It also has awarded more 
than $16 million in grants to 
local nonprofit groups.

In 1999, the Times Fund estab-
lished a new scholarship program 
to help high-achieving high school 
seniors afford to attend their 
dream colleges outside Florida. 

The Barnes Scholarship pro-
gram annually awards four schol-
arships worth up to $15,000 per 
year for four years. In the past 10 
years, the Times Fund has pro-
vided more than $1.6 million to 
educate 40 Barnes Scholars.

Bucking current trends, the 

Barnes program’s college grad-
uate rate is 100 percent — stu-
dents who have entered as fresh-
men have graduated in four years 
or less. There have been 24 so 
far. Barnes Scholars attend such 
schools as MIT, Harvard, Yale, 
Georgetown, Duke, Columbia, 
Cornell, Michigan, Northwestern 
and Washington University.

Through its grants program, 
the Times Fund provides sup-
port to nonprofits in the areas 
of arts/culture, education, social 
services and journalism. Bene-
factors of the fund’s generosity 

range from the area’s largest cul-
tural institutions — the Salvador 
Dali Museum, the St. Petersburg 
Museum of Fine Arts, the Florida 
Aquarium, USF — to the small-
est — Happy Workers Child Care 
Center, the Nature Coast Envi-
rothon and the Tampa Bay Chil-
dren’s Chorus.

The fund also helped launch 
journalism programs at Mel-
rose Elementary and John Hop-
kins Middle School in St. Peters-
burg. Since 2004, those schools’ 
journalism programs have won 
national awards from the Weekly 

Reader. The program expands 
to Lakewood High School in 
August.

Long a supporter of annual 
United Way campaigns, the 
Times Fund matches employee 
contributions dollar for dollar. 
In 2003 the fund expanded the 
workplace matching program to 
include arts and education orga-
nizations. Other programs match 
employee contributions to uni-
versities and other nonprofits.

Annually, the fund provides 
nearly $1 million in philan-
thropy.

Philanthropy to students, groups shown in millions of ways

The Times 
through 
time
BY DAVID SHEDDEN
Special to the Times

• July 25 — The first issue of the West Hillsborough Times, 
the forerunner of the St. Petersburg Times, is published.
• J.M. “Doc” Baggett, Dr. J.L. Edgar, and M. Joel McMullen 
are the founders of the Times.  Baggett, right, is the editor, 
Edgar serves as the business manager, and McMullen is 
the printer. 
• The Times is a four-page weekly based in Dunedin, Fla. It 
is printed in the rear of  Edgar’s pharmacy. 
• December  — Arthur C. Turner buys the West Hillsborough Times and 
moves it to Clear Water Harbor (now Clearwater). Rev. Cooley S. Reyn-
olds becomes the new editor.

• The 
newspaper’s 
estimated 
weekly
circulation:

 480

• Fall — Richard J. Morgan 
buys the West Hillsbor-
ough Times for $1,200 and 
moves it to St. Petersburg. 
As the new editor, Morgan 
experiments with differ-
ent names: the Times, the 
News, the Once a Week, 
but by 1894 or 1895, he set-
tles on the St. Petersburg 
Times as the new name.

• Oct. 8 — More 
than half of the 
newspaper’s front 
page includes 
advertising.  There 
are ads for wagons, 
harnesses, bug-
gies, patent medi-
cines, steamer and 
railroad tickets.

• Sept. 7 
— Editor and 
owner J. Ira 
Gore dies. His 
son, J. Ira Gore 
Jr., publishes 
the paper until 
a new owner is 
found. 

.   1884 .    1885 .    1892 .    1898 .    1900

BY ROBERT W. HOOKER
Times Staff Writer

The St. Petersburg Times had just 
won two Pulitzer Prizes in a single 
year for the first time, and delighted 
staff members gathered in the news-
room to celebrate.

Applause, cheers and laughter rang 
out as the newspaper’s executives 
saluted the reporters, photographers 
and editors who did the prize-win-
ning work.

Then editor and chairman Paul 
Tash offered a final toast.

“Here’s to a little guy in a bow tie 
who came from Indiana,’’ said Tash. 
“He gave us the chance, and today our 
colleagues have vindicated his confi-
dence.’’

The little guy is Nelson Poyn-
ter. Over the four decades he ran 
the Times, Poynter transformed his 
father’s small, financially wobbly 
paper into a large, robust enterprise. 
He became one of American journal-
ism’s most conspicuous figures — a 
liberal in a conservative community, 
an innovator in a sometimes stand-
pat industry, a loner in a field increas-
ingly dominated by chains.

He was damned as a Communist, 
a fool and a meddler, praised as a 
patriot, a genius and a visionary. And 
when he died in 1978, he did the most 
remarkable thing of all: He gave away 
his life’s work, willing most of his 
newspaper’s stock to a private, non-
profit school for journalists — now 
called the Poynter Institute — so that 
the paper would remain locally owned 
and safe from the clutches of an out-
side chain.

Ownership of a newspaper, Poynter 
declared, is “a sacred trust and a great 
privilege’’— something so important, 
so vital to democracy and good gov-
ernment, that serving readers well is 
more important than making the big-
gest profits.

Poynter was born in Sullivan, Ind., 
in 1903, nine years before his father, 
Paul, a Sullivan businessman who 
bought or started 10 newspapers over 
his lifetime, came to St. Petersburg 
and bought the Times.

The younger Poynter earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Indiana Uni-
versity and a master’s from Yale. In 
the decade that followed, he owned or 
worked for seven newspapers before 
coming to the Times in 1938 as gen-
eral manager. He became editor the 
next year, and in 1947, three years 
before his father’s death, he became 
the paper’s majority stockholder.

The new editor was a wiry 5 feet 5 
with a toothy grin and freckled face. 
With his soft-spoken, genial style and 
trademark bow tie, he hardly seemed 
like a newspaper executive. In later 
years, newsroom wags would joke 
that the unimposing little man looked 
more like a file clerk.

Behind the courtly, amiable exte-
rior, however, was a driven man the 
New York Times once called “tough as 
a railroad spike.’’ When his first wife 
divorced him in 1942, she said Poyn-
ter had become a slave to his duties. 
“He said … he hoped if he was on his 
death bed when he was 85 he would 
have to say, “Darn it, I can’t die today. 
I have got to get up to New York to see 
a man.”

As editor and then chairman of the 
board, Poynter was an extraordinary 
executive who was never satisfied 
with the paper. On a little pad he car-
ried everywhere, he constantly jotted 
down reminders, suggestions, admo-
nitions and praise to send to the staff.

When told an idea was impossible 
or impractical, he sometimes grew 
impatient. He would take a dime 
(then the price of the paper) out of his 
pocket, place it on the balky lieuten-
ant’s desk and declare, “I’m a reader; 
don’t tell me you can’t do it.”

Poynter liked to say he had never 
been wrong, “just premature.’’ In fact, 
he was ahead of his time. He made 
the Times a pioneer in the use of color 
and graphics, in typesetting and print-
ing, in consumer and environmen-
tal reporting, in editorial crusades for 
racial equality and other unpopular 
causes, in management concepts like 
profit-sharing and personnel develop-
ment.

He was also a pioneer in Washing-
ton, where in 1945 he and his second 
wife, Henrietta, founded Congressio-
nal Quarterly. It provided detailed 
information on congressional deliber-
ations and lawmakers to newspapers 
and other clients.

Poynter believed that St. Petersburg 
and the Suncoast should be the best 
place in the world to live and work. To 
him, that meant an informed elector-
ate, strong public schools, good gov-
ernment and two-party politics, inte-
gration and racial justice, a clean envi-
ronment and controlled growth, effi-
cient transportation and a thriving 
downtown.

Yet Poynter was also a man of 
apparent contradictions.

His editorial page called repeatedly 
for women’s equality, yet he saw no 
conflict in his membership in private 
clubs that barred women. (“Most men 
have very dull wives,’’ he once said.) 
He endorsed integration and civil 
rights, yet the paper’s hiring and pro-
motion policies lagged behind its edi-
torial policy.

He championed labor unions and 
the right to organize, yet three times 
broke strikes by unions in his pro-
duction department. He lamented 

the ravaging of Florida’s fragile envi-
ronment, yet contributed to the area’s 
rapid growth by publishing lavish spe-
cial sections that touted the area’s pos-
itives while glossing over its problems. 
He declared that his staff deserved the 
best, but he could be maddening to 
work for and paid only modest sala-
ries. Some of his best lieutenants left 
the paper.

He took great pains to ensure the 
long-term security of the Times, yet 
left unresolved a conflict with his sis-
ter that exploded after both died, put-
ting the paper in considerable peril.

For years, Poynter and his sister, 
Eleanor Poynter Jamison, sparred 
over the value of her minority stake 
in the paper. In 1988, a decade after 
his death and three years after hers, 
Jamison’s daughters sold the stock to 
a group led by Texas investor Robert 
M. Bass. It took Poynter’s successors 
two stressful years and $56-million to 
buy the stock and end the threat to the 

paper’s independence.
Poynter embraced no idea more 

firmly than his desire to keep his 
newspaper locally controlled, in the 
hands of a single person, once he died. 
But to do that, he took the extraordi-
nary step of giving the paper away.

Although he left a widow and two 
daughters, Poynter stipulated in his 
will that most of his stock in the paper 
would go to a nonprofit educational 
institution that he established to help 
train working and student journalists. 
The institution would own major-
ity interest in the Times and its stock 
would be voted by an executive whom 
Poynter designated as his successor. 
That ensured that his beloved news-
paper would not have to be sold to pay 
estate taxes. It also would be safe from 
chain ownership.

The institution, which began in 
1975 in an old bank building two 
blocks from the paper in downtown 
St. Petersburg, was first called Modern 
Media Institute. Several years after 
Poynter’s death, it was renamed the 
Poynter Institute for Media Studies 
and moved into a new, elegant build-
ing near the city waterfront. Although 
the institute is tax-exempt, the news-
paper is a private, for-profit company 
that pays federal, state and local taxes. 

At least one of the advisers who 
helped Poynter write his will and 
establish the school worried that his 
successor might sell the company 
and get rich. ‘Well, you’ve got to trust 
someone,’’ Poynter is said to have 
replied.

That someone was Eugene Pat-
terson, a highly decorated veteran of 
World War II who had been a Pulitzer 
winner at the Atlanta Constitution, 
managing editor at the Washington 
Post and a teacher at Duke University.

When he retired in 1988, Patterson 
honored Poynter’s wish and passed 
the baton of leadership to Andrew 
Barnes, a Post editor he had brought 
to the Times in 1973. In 2004 Barnes 
was succeeded by Tash. A Hoosier like 
Poynter, Tash started at the paper as a 
summer intern in 1975.

Today’s St. Petersburg Times is dra-
matically different than Poynter’s last 
edition in 1978. Much of the staff ’s 
work is also delivered — and some-
times enhanced — over the Inter-
net on its Web site, tampabay.com. 
There is a thriving, free daily tabloid, 
called tbt* Tampa Bay Times, that is 
aimed at readers in their 20s and 30s. 
The staff also collaborates with Bay 
News 9, a cable television news ser-
vice, which has cameras in two of the 
paper’s newsrooms.

For all that has changed, however, 
“these days Mr. Poynter looks increas-
ingly prescient,” said Tash. “The cor-
porate media chains he feared are 
staggering under the weight of stock-
holder expectations and the loans 
they borrowed to grow.

“Even at the St. Pete Times, business 
is plenty challenging these days. But 
to a real extent, this newspaper has 
been shielded by Mr. Poynter’s singu-
lar decision to give it away, and it is 
still guided by his faith in journalism 
and democracy.’’

Some of the material for this report is 
taken from The Times and its Times, an 
80-page supplement by Robert Hooker 
that appeared on the newspaper’s 100th 
anniversary in 1984. Other sources: 
research by David Shedden, library direc-
tor at the Poynter Institute, and A Sacred 
Trust: Nelson Poynter and the St. Peters-
burg Times by Robert N. Pierce.

Times files

Nelson Poynter, once called “tough as a railroad spike,’’ ran the St. Petersburg Times for nearly four decades.

HE GAVE IT AWAY
By donating his life’s work to a school, Nelson Poynter ensured the Times will remain independent. 
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I started at the St. Pete Times 
when I was 20. A standard 
assignment for a cub reporter is 
to interview some old lady who 
is marking (at such advanced 
age, the word “celebrating” can 
be a stretch) her 100th birthday, 
and the standard question is her 
secret to such a long life.

This month the St. Pete Times 
turns 125 years old. That’s a 
remarkable milestone for any 
enterprise, especially one born 
as a thin weekly in the back of a 
Dunedin drugstore and which 
grew to become Florida’s lead-
ing news organization.

So, I return to the question 
routinely put to those of long 
life: What’s the secret? On a 
magazine cover, the headline 
would go something like this: 10 
Reasons the St. Pete Times is Still 
Kicking After 125 Years!
1. AIR CONDITIONING. The pio-
neers managed without it, but 
in the middle of July, it’s hard to 
imagine Tampa Bay as a robust 
metropolitan economy without 
the chance to come in from the 
heat. And since newspapers rely 
on the vitality of their cities, this 
invention makes my list.
2. LOCAL ROOTS. Most newspa-
pers are owned by chains with 
headquarters somewhere else. 
Not this one. The Times and the 
company that publishes it are 
based here in Tampa Bay. We 
know the territory. We have sub-
stantial operations and editions 
serving local communities, from 
Brandon to Brooksville, from 
Port Richey to Pinellas Point.
3 .  S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y  ( A N D 
MEDICARE). Between 1900 and 
1960, the life expectancy of the 
average American jumped from 
47 to 70 years old. The govern-
ment programs helped people 
look forward to a life beyond 

their working years, and Flor-
ida was a magnet for them. Our 
economy today is more diverse, 
but retirees formed the first 
wave of the Florida boom.
4. CONTINUITY. For 97 years, 
the Times has been owned by a 
family and then a school named 
Poynter. We don’t have rotating 
editors and executives, moving 
through town on their way up 
the corporate ladder, and our 
editorial positions are clear and 
consistent. The journalists who 
broke our recent stories about 
Scientology have covered the 
church for years. 
5. HIGHWAYS (AND BRIDGES). 
The interstates were pipelines 
that pumped tourists and retir-
ees into Florida, and the bridges 
reaching across Tampa Bay con-
nected the various burgs into a 
single region. The great major-
ity of Times readers live outside 
St. Petersburg, and that percent-
age gets bigger every year.
6. AMBITION. We are a local 
newspaper, but we test our-
selves against the highest stan-
dards of the craft, both in our 
news coverage and our business 
operations. We also try to see 
the world beyond Tampa Bay. 
Our reporters have won eight 
Pulitzer Prizes, two for national 
reporting. 
7.  WA R .  Misery elsewhere 
brought prosperity here. The 
Spanish-American War was 

launched from Tampa, and 
World War II introduced tens of 
thousands of soldiers in train-
ing to Florida’s charms. Major 
defense contractors arrived here 
to help build the weapons of the 
Cold War. It may be giving way 
now to the War on Terror, but 
MacDill Air Force Base remains 
front and center in that struggle. 
8. RESILIENCE. Florida is going 
through some rough times, and 
so is the newspaper business. 
We have been through worse. In 
1934, during the depths of the 
Depression, the news staff was 
down to 15 people who shared 
six telephones. The newspaper 
itself dwindled to eight pages. 
Cash was so short that adver-
tisers paid their bills in scrip, 
which the company handed out 
to employees in place of pay.
9. SPORTS. Some readers will 
dismiss these endeavors as mere 
ornaments, but our professional 
sports teams — starting with 
the Bucs — helped raise our 
national profile and reinforced 
the regional identity of “Tampa 
Bay.” They also have enlivened 
our sports section, consistently 
ranked among the best in the 
country.
10. GOOD FRIENDS. Nobody gets 
this far without support along 
the way. Day in and day out, 
we depend on the trust of read-
ers and advertisers, so I hope 
our customers take pleasure 
in this milestone for the Times. 
And when the chips were down, 
friends have rallied to our side. 
In 1990, they helped us turn 
back a challenge from a corpo-
rate raider who wanted to take 
over the Times.

This longevity list includes 
some dynamics that shaped 
local history, along with charac-
teristics particular to the Times 

itself. Newspapers thrive only if 
their communities do, too. 

In turn, the Times must be a 
community asset and advocate. 
Every year, our charitable foun-
dation donates roughly $1 mil-
lion to worthy causes, includ-
ing college scholarships, but our 
most important contribution 
to civic life is a vigorous news 
report and principled editorial 
voice. Even if you don’t person-
ally read the investigative stories 
about how the state has been 
investing its pension funds, you 
can be very glad that someone’s 
paying attention.

At the outset, I compared this 
column to an interview with an 
old lady who had reached her 
100th birthday, but there is this 
important difference. For the 
centenarian, her next appear-
ance in the newspaper will likely 
be her obituary. The St. Pete 
Times, on the other hand, has 
many years ahead.

Yes, these are difficult times, 
and the Times is navigating the 
worst economic storm in gener-
ations. Combine that with some 
of the gloomy forecasts (over-
done, in my view) about the 
future of newspapers, and even 
some of our harshest critics have 
started pulling for us.

The other day, a reader who 
takes regular exception to our 
editorial page wrote me, wor-
ried that the trend lines could 
put us out of business. “To lose 
this,” he continued, “would be 
akin to one day awakening, and 
finding an insane neighbor’s 
home vacant,” with a “For Sale” 
sign in the yard.

Here’s what I told him: We 
intend to keep the lights burn-
ing for a long time to come, but 
it’s nice to know that you’d miss 
us.

10 reasons the Times lived to see 125

PAUL TASH
Editor, chairman, CEO

Times files

Nelson Poynter, seen in the portrait on the easel, handpicked 
his successor, Gene Patterson, left, who chose Andrew Barnes, 
right, to follow him as editor and chairman. In 2004, Barnes 
passed the baton to Paul Tash.

Add another accolade to the 
record of Nelson Poynter, edi-
tor and then chairman of the St. 
Petersburg Times from 1939 until 
his death in 1978.

Next month he will be honored 
as a Fellow of the Society by the 
Society of Professional Journal-
ists for his “extraordinary contri-
butions to the profession.’’

Two other journalists also will 
be honored — the late Stanley E. 
Hubbard, a pioneer and innova-
tor in the broadcast industry, and 
Austin Kiplinger, 90, chairman 

of Kiplinger Washington Editors 
Inc. and former editor-in-chief 
of Kiplinger’s Personal Finance 
magazine.

The Society of Professional 
Journalists was founded in 
1909 as Sigma Delta Chi. It pro-
motes the free flow of informa-
tion, helps educate the next gen-
eration of journalists and works 
to protect the First Amendment 
guarantees of freedom of speech 
and press. Since 1948 it has given 
its highest honor to more than 
170 journalists.

Poynter named SPJ Fellow

.   1901 .    1912 .    1914 .    1915

• April 1 — W. L. 
Straub, A.P. Avery, and 
A.H. Lindelie buy the 
newspaper from the 
Gore family for $1,300. 
Straub, right, becomes 
the new editor.
• The annual subscrip-
tion rate for the news-
paper is $1.50 a year. 

• The Times has a staff of five people. 
• Jan. 10 — The Times is printed every day of the week 
except Mondays.
• March 21 — The Times prints its first extra edition. The 
special edition deals with a $1,000 jewelry store robbery.
• September — Paul Poynter, right, buys majority stock 
in the Times Publishing Co. from  Straub. The stock costs 
$3,000 and Poynter assumes the paper’s outstanding 
liabilities for $7,000. Straub remains as editor and Poynter 
becomes the new manager and president.

• Aug. 2 — The 
Times prints 
a World War I 
extra with pic-
tures and maps.  
More than 1,000 
copies are sold.

• Feb. 25 — Eleven-
year-old Nelson 
Poynter writes his 
first newspaper 
article for the Times. 
The story is about 
the crash of a small 
airplane into Tampa 
Bay near the old St. 
Petersburg pier.

• March 17 — The 
Times announces that 
the weekly Times will 
be consolidated with 
the Sunday Times. The 
weekly was an extra 
edition containing a 
round-up of the week’s 
news.

.    1918
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• The Times leaves its building on 
the southeast corner of First Avenue 
S and Third Street and moves into a 
new three-story brick building on the 
southeast corner of First Avenue S 
and Fifth Street.
• Oct. 25 — The Times continues 
to publish even when the city loses 
its electricity during a hurricane. A 
motorcycle engine is used to power 
the linotype machine.

.   1921 .    1922 .    1924 .    1925

• Daily
circulation:

4,409 

NOV. 3 — TIMES EDITORIAL: “SEVEN DAYS A WEEK”

“Today the St. Petersburg Times becomes a seven-day 
newspaper, and, with this issue, goes to press on Mon-
day morning for the first time in its history. The pride the 
Times feels in this accomplishment is not that it merely 
has reached the place where the physical equipment and 
man power necessary to the greater undertaking is avail-
able, but in the fact that the growth of St. Petersburg and 
Pinellas County has made it necessary.”  
• December — The newspaper’s crossword puzzle 
makes its debut.

The Times 
opens a news 
bureau in 
Clearwater.

• The Times 
begins relocat-
ing to its new 
eight-story 
building at 440 
First Ave. S. 
The move will 
be finished in 
1927.

.    1926 .    1929

• A copy of the 
Times costs 
five cents.

• There are 15 
people on the 
newspaper’s 
news staff.
• July 25 
— The Times 
celebrates its 
50th anniver-
sary. 

.    1934

P icking the most important or most interesting front pages out of 12 decades of publishing is an impossible task. Still, a panel of St. Petersburg Times editors 
combed through the archives and chose 10 as having had a signifi cant impact. We then featured the pages on tampabay.com and invited readers to vote for their 
favorite. This chart shows the results. The most popular page, an extra edition printed on Sept. 11, 2001, after the terrorist attacks, is reproduced here. The other 

nine appear on the following pages. To view more historic front pages, watch a video about the Times’ 125th anniversary and see the special section produced for the 
100th anniversary, go to www.tampabay.com/st-petersburg-times-history. 

THE TOP 10

AMERICA UNDER ATTACK
Sept. 11, 2001 1
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• The newspaper increases its Associated 
Press service to 24 hours a day. 
• July — Times publisher Paul Poynter 
overextends himself with real estate and 
other financial deals and loses control of the 
Times Publishing Company. The Smith and 
Ottaway families, who now own the majority 
of Times stock, take over. During a seven-
week legal battle Nelson Poynter helps his 
father regain control of the company.

.    1935

• SEPT. 8 — THE FOLLOWING NOTICE APPEARS IN THE 
NEWSPAPER: 

“Back in 1926 the Times asked its readers for an expression 
of what they liked about the paper and what they didn’t 
like. Thousands of readers filled out the questionnaire 
and mailed it in. It proved of great value to the editors.... 
But times have changed and the Times is anxious for a 
new expression about its features, comic strips and news 
reports.... It will take you about five minutes to sit down and 
fill out the questionnaire below. Will you do it?”

JAPAN OFFICIALLY DECLARES WAR
Dec. 7, 19412

The paper didn’t have type this big. So editors had WAR set in the biggest type available, then 
photographed and enlarged many times, and then set into a zinc engraving.
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AUG. 2 — TIMES EDITORIAL: 
“LIFE IN 2037”

“Most of us undoubt-
edly would be intrigued by a 
glimpse into the future to see 
what life in the United States 
100 years from now may be 
like. 
The national resources com-
mittee reported on new indus-

trial inventions which it feels 
may effect disturbing changes 
in employment, not only 100 
years from now, but possibly 
within the next 20 years:
1. air-conditioning
2. trailers
3. plastics
4. prefabricated houses
5. television”

.   1937

• April 11 — Nelson 
Poynter becomes the 
new editor of the St. 
Petersburg Times.

.   1939

• The Times Publishing 
Co. enters the broadcast 
field when it buys radio 
station WTSP (which 
stands for Welcome To 
St. Petersburg). Broad-
cast studios are located 
in the newspaper’s down-
town St. Petersburg build-
ing. (The radio station is 
sold in 1956.)

.   1940 .   1941

• Dec. 7 
— The news-
paper prints 
a World War 
II extra with 
the headline 
“WAR” printed 
in large red let-
ters. 

• August — Paul Poynter sells his remaining shares of 
Times Publishing Co. common stock to Nelson Poynter. 
• Aug. 6 — Nelson Poynter writes his “Standards for Own-
ership” to express his philosophy of journalism and his 
policies for running an independent newspaper. The stan-
dards are circulated to Times staffers and readers. (In 1979 
the standards are updated by editor and president Eugene 
Patterson and renamed the “Standards of Operation.”)
• Daily circulation:

31,336
.   1947

Moon, We’re Onto You
July 21, 19693 BRRRRRRRRR!!!

Dec. 13, 19624
A young news editor named David Laventhol proposed this unusual way to report some record 
cold weather. Laventhol later became an executive at Newsday and the Los Angeles Times.

Freighter rams Skyway
May 10, 19805 Kennedy assassination

Nov. 23, 19636
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• Sept. 6 — A 
large photo of the 
Sunshine Skyway 
is the newspa-
per’s first full-color 
front page photo. 
The photo is for a 
story describing 
the opening of the 
bridge.

• The average 
size of the St. 
Petersburg 
Times is 50 
pages. There 
are 500 full-
time staffers 
working at the 
newspaper. 

• Daily circulation: 

93,566 

.   1954 .   1957 .   1958

Sunday circulation:

97,403 
• Donald K. Baldwin is 
named the new managing 
editor of the Times.The Times building, 1954

Recount
Nov. 8, 20007
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•Daily circulation reaches 
100,000.
• April — The 34th Street printing 
plant is dedicated. The $2.5 mil-
lion structure contains 10 Walter 
Scott presses capable of printing 
128 pages at 60,000 per hour with 
the opportunity for process and 
single color. 

.   1959 .   1962 .   1963 .   1964

• June — The Times pur-
chases its afternoon competi-
tor, the Evening Independent, 
from the Thomson Newspaper 
company.
• Dick Bothwell, right, begins 
a popular Times newspaper 
column called “Of All Things.” 
The column continues until his 
death in 1981.

• Nov. 18 — The 
Times reports on 
President John 
Kennedy’s visit to 
Tampa. Kennedy 
was assassinated 
in Dallas just four 
days after his visit to 
Tampa.

•May 4 — The Pulitzer Prize for 
Disinterested and Meritorious 
Public Service is awarded to the 
St. Petersburg Times and a team 
of reporters led by Martin Waldron 
for coverage of financial abuses at 
the Florida Turnpike Authority. The 
newspaper’s investigation leads to 
the reorganization of state auditing 
and bonding practices.

• January — The 
Computer Services 
Department is cre-
ated. In May, two 
Honeywell Model 
200 computers are 
installed. 

.   1965

St. Petersburg and Tampa united
Nov. 20, 19249Champs

Jan. 27, 20038
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THE 
CRUSADING 
EDITOR

Perhaps none of the people who 
have held the title of Times editor was 
more colorful than the editor Poynter 
inherited when he bought the paper 
— W.L. Straub.

Like so many who followed him, 
Straub came to St. Petersburg for his 
health. He and two partners bought 
the Times — a humble, four-page 
weekly — for $1,300 in 1901. And for 
the next 38 years, he was editor, asso-
ciate editor or vice president as the 
paper and the community grew up 
together.

Straub was a 6-footer with a rugged, 
friendly face and gray eyes that peered 
through wire-rim glasses. A boyhood 
injury left him with a crippled left leg. 
But nothing slowed him down. Using 
a crutch on his left side, a cane on his 
right, he could walk rapidly and clam-
ber up stairs with ease.

Straub disdained the typewriter. 
From his pencil and big black pen 
came editorials (sometimes masquer-
ading as news stories) and cartoons 
that exhorted the little town by the 
bay to uplift itself with better roads, 
schools and government, to beautify 
itself with parks and a publicly owned 
waterfront, to sell itself to the tourist 
market up north. It was Straub who 
led the long fight to separate Pinellas 
from Hillsborough County and give 
the peninsula its own county.

Although the Times grew and 
improved, moving to twice-weekly 
publication in 1907 and six days a 
week in early 1912, it never prospered 
as a business. When Poynter bought 
the paper later that year, he had good 
reason to call it a mess.

The new owner was smart enough 
to retain Straub as editor, however, 
and even when Straub left the paper 
for several years to be St. Petersburg 
postmaster, he continued to write 
editorials. He also wrote a history of 
Pinellas County.

Straub died in 1939. “Like every 
good editor, he felt a tremendous 
responsibility for his readers,’’ a Times 
editorial said. “Friends, gifts or threats 
could never dissuade him from a cru-
sade in the interest of his readers.’’

THE BOY 
REPORTER

He was a gawky, shy teenager in 
knickers on his first day as a copy boy. 
But 14-year-old Tom Harris already 
had big plans. “He says he wants to be 
editor of the Times,’’ business manager 
C.C. Carr told the staff with a twinkle 
in his eye.

The teenager in knickers didn’t 
remain a copy boy very long. Late one 
night in February 1924, the newsroom 
got word that a St. Petersburg couple 
had been murdered in their home. 
Since there were no reporters about, 
the city editor turned to Harris, who 
caught a ride to the scene in an ambu-
lance.

It was a sensational crime — the 
couple had been killed by their 
deranged son — and Harris handled 
it so well that he was assigned to help 
cover the trials that followed.

“The distinction of being one of the 
youngest reporters in the country ever 
to cover an important murder case is 
held by Tom Harris whose stories on 
the Frank McDowell trial appear in 
today’s Times,” the paper reported 
under the headline “Boy Reporter 
Stars at Trial.” The byline on the story: 
“By Tom Harris, Times 16-Year-Old 
Boy Reporter.”

Harris needed one more thing 
before he could become a regular 
reporter: long pants. Another reporter 
took him to a clothing store and 
bought him a pair for $4.

He was still a teenager when he 
became city editor and only 25 when 
he became managing editor. When 
he retired in 1968, he had been on the 
staff for 45 years. He died in 1985.

THE 
DUCHESS

She was a grandmotherly widow 
with swept-back white hair, rimless 
spectacles and high-top shoes. She 
lived quietly in a simple home, drove a 
little Dodge and favored dark clothing 
and a pearl choker.

She also held St. Petersburg’s “high 
society’’ in the palm of her white-
gloved hand.

As society editor of the Times in 
1931-1948 and then food writer until 
1956, Diana Rowell was St. Peters-
burg’s social arbiter. From her post 
in the newsroom, she decided which 
weddings, club meetings and teas were 
important enough to rate a splash of 
publicity — and which could be down-
played or disdainfully ignored.

Rowell typified the way the Times 
and other American newspapers cov-
ered women in their pages and treated 
them in their newsrooms. It was an 
era in which “women’s news’’ was gen-
erally limited to society functions, 
gardening and cooking, a time when 
most female staff members were paid 
less than men, barred from key super-
visory roles and denied the opportu-
nity to cover “hard news’’ such as gov-
ernment, politics, courts and police.

The redoubtable Rowell may have 
been “Diana’’ to friends. But to the 
staff, the imposing woman with a lacy 
handkerchief was always “Mrs. Row-
ell’’ or — behind her back — “the Duch-
ess.’’ It was Rowell who originated the 
debutante ball for prominent white 
families in St. Petersburg in 1937. Until 
her death 36 years later, she helped 
decide which young women deserved 
the honor of making a debut in society. 

THE 
DARLING OF 
BROADWAY

She was born Hildegarde Fisher, 
but after becoming a chorus girl in 
New York City she changed her name 
because it wouldn’t fit on a theater 
marquee. As Lorna Carroll, she played 
a series of roles until 1924, when she 
became the heroine in a smash hit 
called Abie’s Irish Rose and earned 
a new moniker — “the darling of the 
Broadway stage’’ — from the New York 
Times.

In the 1930s, she married, left the 
stage and came to St. Petersburg to 
establish a theater. When it failed in 
1935, she took a job as a cub reporter 
at the Evening Independent. Three 
years later, she moved to the Times.

In her 28 years at the paper, she cov-
ered everything from the gulf beaches 
to religion. She seemed an odd fit for 
one job — filling in as outdoors editor 
during World War II — but she was a 
natural as a feature writer.

Carroll never lost her flair for the 
dramatic. To research stories about St. 
Petersburg’s elderly in the 1960s, she 
dyed her hair and masqueraded as a 
widow from New York. For eight days, 
she pretended she was poor, then mid-
dle-class and then rich. Her conclu-
sion: loneliness was a constant with 
each group.

When she died in 1976, one of her 
former editors — Tom Rawlins — 
noted that she never stopped perform-
ing. “At the slash of an editor’s pencil,’’ 
he wrote in her obituary, “she would 
begin pleading with the large blue 
eyes which had wooed theatre-goers 
decades ago, and if the editor stood 
firm, would begin a performance that 
could end with tears. No word in any 
story was insignificant to her. If she 
put it there, it was worth fighting for.’’ 

Shortly after he bought the St. Petersburg Daily  Times in September 1912, Paul Poynter wrote to his 
wife back in Sullivan, Ind., to report on the acquisition.   ¶   “I am actually in charge of the business 

here and a bad mess it is,” he wrote. “The machinery is in bad condition (with) most of the force su� er-
ing from … hookworm and absolutely ine�  cient.’’   ¶   The Times hasn’t always been in St. Petersburg. (It 
was founded in Dunedin in 1884 and moved to Clear Water Harbor — today’s Clearwater — before com-

BY ROBERT W. HOOKER   |   Times Staff Writer

A COLORFUL CAST

St. Petersburg Museum of History

In about 1905, Times editor W.L. Straub, right, and his tiny staff worked in a building on Central Avenue between 
Third and Fourth streets in St. Petersburg. Straub and two partners bought the Times for $1,300 in 1901.

Times files (1923)

As a copy boy and cub reporter in 
1923-24, Tom Harris wore knickers 
and used a non-dial phone. Within 
a few years, he was city editor 
— and wearing long pants.

Times files (1956)

From her post in the Times 
women’s department, Diana Rowell 
decided which weddings, club 
meetings and teas got splashy 
display in the Society section.

Billy Rose Theatre Collection, N.Y. Public Library 

When they reached the still-incomplete
Skyway, outdoors writer Rube Allyn, fro
gingerly inched their way across.

As city editor, Robert H. Fowler could ta
radio. When he floored an annoying co
off the city desk.

THE OUTDOOR

THE BOXER

In a 52-year career, Robert H. Fowl-
er published several history maga-
zines, owned four weekly newspapers 
and wrote seven novels. Starting with 
$20,000, the lanky North Carolinian and 
his wife built a book and magazine pub-
lishing company with circulation of 1.5 
million and annual sales of $25 million.

All of that was still in front of Fowler 
when he came to the Times in 1955 to 
be city editor. To prepare him, his new 
bosses had him explore the area and 
work briefly in several departments 
before assuming his post.

It was July 1954, two months before 
the original Sunshine Skyway opened, 
and Rube Allyn could smell a good 
story. With photographer Bob More-
land right behind him, snapping pic-
tures, he became the first to cross the 
15-mile bridge from end to end.

Part of the trip was by car — no sweat. 
But when the two journalists got to the 
still-incomplete middle span, 11 sto-
ries above the water, it took an hour to 
negotiate, walking and crawling over 8-
inch steel girders and planks.

“Up there,’’ he reported, “it is a lot 
higher than I expected; the wind was 
blowing harder than I supposed — and 
the bridge, which looked solid from a 
distance, was swaying like a hammock.’’

That was vintage Allyn. In his quarter 

Times files

On Broadway, Lorna Carroll played 
the heroine in Abie’s Irish Rose.
As a Times reporter, she never lost 
her flair for the dramatic.

• May — Robert 
Haiman is named the 
new managing editor 
of the St. Petersburg 
Times. He becomes 
executive editor in 
1976 and president of 
the Poynter Institute 
in 1983.

.   1966 .   1968 .   1969 .   1970 .   1971

• February — Report-
er Lucy Morgan opens 
a one-person news 
bureau in Pasco Coun-
ty. It is the first move 
as the newspaper 
expands into Pasco, 
Hernando and Citrus 
counties.

• The Times 
moves into a 
new five-story 
building. The 
1920s eight-story 
structure is 
remodeled. 

• Daily circulation:

160,937
• Sunday circulation:

182,051

• Excerpt from Nelson Poynter’s introduction to the 1971 
annual report to the Times staff:
“I want the whole staff to suffer — bleed — and to weep with 
me if there is one typographical error on Page 48 — a single 
wrong address in the whole multi-million classified ad depart-
ment — one missed delivery of a paper before 6 a.m. — a wet 
paper in stormy weather — a badly printed picture — one 
little imperfection in our relation to all those beautiful readers. 
... With every staffer doing just that little extra — every day 
— we will be Florida’s Best every day in happy 1972.”

.   1972

• February 
Following th
ture of Dona
Baldwin, Eu
Patterson, r
becomes th
editor and p
of the St. Pe
Times and T
Publishing C
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ing to St. Petersburg in 1892.) It hasn’t always been called the Times either. (For a time in the 1890s, it was 
apparently called the News and the Once A Week.) For many years, it wasn’t even the dominant paper in 
St. Petersburg.   ¶   And if, as Paul Poynter suspected, some members of the 1912 sta�  had hookworm and 
other shortcomings, that didn’t last long. Throughout its 125-year history, the paper has attracted tal-
ented, energetic people to its sta� . Some of them were quite colorful, too.

T OF CHARACTERS

Times files (1954)

e middle span of the original Sunshine 
ont, and photographer Bob Moreland 

Times files (1955)

alk to photographers and reporters by 
olleague with a punch, he was taken 

RSMAN

Fowler was a genial, soft-spoken 
man, but he apparently had his limits. A 
former intramural boxer in college, he 
became so irritated at a colleague one 
day in 1956 that he floored him with a 
single punch.

Fowler’s victim was not especially 
popular, and most staff members 
secretly applauded. The Times brass 
took a dim view of the incident, how-
ever. He was removed from the city desk 
and resigned to take another newspa-
per job in Pennsylvania. He was living 
there when he died in 2002. 

century as the Times outdoors writer, 
he was known for both his daily column 
and his showmanship. He peppered his 
columns with fishing tips and calls for 
conservation. He loved a good adven-
ture, like the time he and two compan-
ions became the first to cross the Flor-
ida Straits from Key West to Cuba in an 
outboard motor boat.

Allyn was an entrepreneur as well, 
founding a company that published 
a number of outdoors books. One of 
those books, his Dictionary of Fishes, 
sold more than a half million copies.

He died in 1968 after he was struck by 
a car while bicycling. At his request, he 
was buried at sea, wrapped in sail cloth, 
at a spot near Egmont Key “where the 
kingfishing is best.’’

Times files (1963)

State capital bureau chief Martin 
Waldron talked like a hillbilly and 
kept a messy desk. He also had 
no peer in pursuing stories of 
government skullduggery.

Times files (1981)

Always looking for a laugh, Times columnist Dick Bothwell did rope tricks in 
the newsroom the day before he died. He started at the paper in 1939 as an 
editorial cartoonist at $17.50 a week.

THE 
RELENTLESS 
REPORTER

As the Times’ Tallahassee bureau 
chief in the 1960s, Martin Waldron 
was renowned as a scourge of the high 
and mighty, a reporter of boundless 
intuition and gall. When he was on the 
trail of skullduggery, he was relentless 
and exuberant.

A beefy, unkempt man, Waldron 
talked and acted like a hillbilly from 
the south Georgia turpentine country, 
where he grew up. He had worked for 
the Associated Press and the Tampa 
Tribune when the Times hired him in 
1961.

The state capital and Waldron were 
perfect for each other. He had ideal 
instincts for the secrets and bureau-
cratic gamesmanship of a government 
town, and he was 250 miles from his 
editors, most of whom he regarded 
with contempt.

Stories about Waldron’s prodigious 
appetite for work and life abounded. 
He could down two steak dinners and 
eight martinis in a sitting. He drove 
an ancient convertible with a top that 
wouldn’t go up. His clothes were so 
rumpled that former Gov. LeRoy Col-
lins later remarked that Waldron’s 
“idea of semiformal dress was having 
his shirttail in.’’ Even Times editors 
were in awe of him, and his expense 
accounts were the stuff of legend.

An anonymous call to Waldron trig-
gered a series of stories on the Flor-
ida Turnpike Authority and its reck-
less spending and financial abuses. 
The authority’s chairman resigned, 
the Legislature overhauled the state’s 
bonding and auditing practices, and 
in 1964 the Times won its first Pulitzer 
Prize — the gold medal for “disinter-
ested and meritorious public service.’’

Two years later, Waldron left the 
paper for the New York Times. He was 
exposing financial ties between New 
Jersey politicians and the casino gam-
bling industry when he died of heart 
disease in 1981.

Times files (1946)

When a movie studio liked this 
photo of Bette Orsini, the Times 
published it under the headline 
“Magnificent Doll.’’

THE HUMORIST

THE RACE BEAT REPORTER

THE
TARGET

When Samuel Adams joined the 
Times staff in 1960, he did some report-
ing for the so-called “Negro news page,’’ 
a daily casserole of news in the black 
community that circulated only in black 
neighborhoods. But soon Adams’ byline 
was appearing from the datelines of the 
civil rights movement — Birmingham, 
Ala.; Tuscaloosa, Ala.; St. Augustine; 
Albany, Ga.; and Washington.

In 1964, Adams wrote a series called 
“Highways To Hope’’ about the expe-
riences he and his wife, Elenora,  had 
as they drove 4,300 miles through 12 
Southern states testing compliance 
with the new Civil Rights Act.

That year, when Newsweek maga-
zine singled out the best reporters on 
the “most dangerous assignment in 
U.S. journalism — the race beat,’’ one of 
them was Adams.

In fact, Adams was the only black 
reporter covering the civil rights move-
ment for a white mainstream news-
paper in the South, according to Gene 
Roberts and Hank Klibanoff in their 
2006 book, The Race Beat: The Press, 
The Civil Rights Struggle, and The 
Awakening of a Nation. As a black per-
son and as a reporter, he had learned 
how to comport himself.

“You don’t stick your hand into 
your pocket when you’re around a 
bigot, for that’s an excuse to be killed,’’ 
he said. “You don’t show fear and, if 
possible, you keep smiling. That hurts 

(bigots) most.’’
In 1965, Adams and other Times 

reporters disclosed financial irregu-
larities at the black junior college in 
St. Petersburg. Two top college offi-
cials were indicted and one went to jail, 
and eventually the college closed. Four 
years later, Adams won a prestigious 
journalism award, the Green Eyeshade, 
for a series on conditions in Florida’s 
migrant labor camps.

Adams left the paper in 1968 to teach 
and work for the Democratic National 
Committee. He then taught journalism 
at the University of Kansas until retire-
ment in 2000. He now lives in Way-
cross, Ga.

Times files (1960)

Reporter Sam Adams and his wife, 
Elenora, encountered restaurants 
and hotels that would not serve 
them. Many bathrooms were still 
labeled Men, Women and Colored.

As a columnist, Dick Bothwell loved 
to crack jokes about stuck zippers, 
asparagus, exploding outhouses and 
country preachers. But his favorite tar-
get was himself.

A man once described as “the St. 
Petersburg edition of Will Rogers,’’ 
Bothwell switched places with a radio 
deejay for a day, became an extra in a TV 
movie and entered a beautiful legs con-
test — anything for a chuckle. He also 
liked to compare himself to Hollywood 
leading man Robert Redford: “Women 
will look me boldly in the eye and say 
suggestive things like, ‘Have a good day,’ 
which is obviously a come-on.’’

The tall Dakotan taught himself to 
draw by correspondence course and 
came to St. Petersburg in 1939 as an edi-
torial cartoonist at the princely salary of 
$17.50 a week. When he returned from 
World War II service in the Pacific, he 

began reporting on the weather. That 
led to a general assignment reporting 
role and two columns — Of All Things 
(OAT) in 1962 and Brighten Up Monday 
(BUM) in 1978.

In the newsroom, he was known 
for the candy jar atop his desk and, of 
course, his self-deprecating humor. One 
day in January 1981 he dressed as a cow-
boy and twirled a lasso as colleagues 
guffawed. The next morning, he died of 
an apparent heart attack at age 63.

“For most of our readers, Dick Both-
well was the St. Petersburg Times,’’ exec-
utive editor Robert Haiman said. “His 
column wrapped them in a blanket of 
good humor, nostalgia and optimism 
that made them feel good about them-
selves. A reader once wrote me, ‘I read 
Dick Bothwell first every morning to 
get the warm snugglies; then I can turn 
back to page 1 and face the bad news.’’’

In Bette Orsini’s early years at the 
Times, the paper was quick to capital-
ize on her blond hair and good looks. 
In 1946, it entered her photo in a movie 
studio’s search for the best looking 
newspaper woman in America. When 
she was named runner-up, it ran her 
picture in a bathing suit beneath the 
headline “Magnificent Doll.’’

That same year, she was a double for 
the actor Lizabeth Scott when scenes 
for Humphrey Bogart’s Dead Reckon-
ing were filmed in Pinellas County.

Over time, the bathing suit blond 
became a tough, tenacious reporter. 
She won a slew of national awards 
for education reporting, and her dis-
closures helped send state Educa-
tion Commissioner Floyd T. Christian 
to prison. When the Pinellas School 
Board ejected her and colleague 
Charles Patrick from its meetings, the 
resulting lawsuit helped lead to Flori-
da’s open meetings law of 1967.

Perhaps the high point in Orsini’s 
41 years at the paper came in the mid 
1970s. Her digging shed light on the 
ugly underside of the Church of Sci-
entology, an organization that had 
secretly bought the landmark Fort 
Harrison Hotel and other property in 
Clearwater.

As it had elsewhere, Scientology 
answered its critics in the press and 
community with a campaign to dis-
credit and intimidate them through 
lawsuits, harassment and dirty tricks. 
One of its targets was Orsini. Scien-
tologists widely distributed an anon-
ymous letter and official documents 
falsely accusing her husband, an Eas-
ter Seals official, of misconduct.

Vindication for Orsini and the 
Times came in 1980, when she and col-
league Charles Stafford won a Pulitzer 
for their reporting on the church. She 
retired in 1988.

Much of the material for this report is 
taken from The Times and its Times, an 
80-page supplement by Robert Hooker that 
appeared on the newspaper’s 100th anni-
versary in 1984. Other sources: Research 
and stories by former Times stalwarts Tom 
C. Harris and Dick Bothwell and A Sacred 
Trust: Nelson Poynter and the St. Peters-
burg Times by Robert N. Pierce. Times 
researchers Mary Mellstrom and Chris 
Sturgeon and David Shedden, library 
director at the Poynter Institute, also con-
tributed to this report.

Times files (1980)

Years later, Orsini was all smiles 
when she and Charles Stafford won 
a Pulitzer Prize.

2

—
he depar-
ald K. 
ugene 
ight, 
he new 
president 
etersburg 
Times 
Co.

.   1973

• Nov. 1 — Times Pasco 
County reporter Lucy Mor-
gan is sentenced to jail for 
refusing to tell the state attor-
ney the name of a source. 
(This case will end in 1976 
with the Florida Supreme 
Court’s ruling, Morgan v. 
State, overturning Morgan’s 
conviction for refusing to 
reveal her sources.) 

• Comput-
ers begin 
to replace 
typewriters 
in the news 
depart-
ment.

.   1974

• May 29 — Nelson Poynter announces 
that the Modern Media Institute will be start-
ed and that Donald K. Baldwin, former editor 
of the St. Petersburg Times, will become the 
Institute’s first director. Initially the Modern 
Media Institute is financed by The Poynter 
Fund. (In 1984 the Modern Media Institute 
changes its name to The Poynter Institute.) 
On Nov. 10, 1975 Modern Media Institute’s 
articles of incorporation are issued. This is 
the official beginning of the school. 

.   1975

• February 
— Andy Barnes, 
right, is named 
the new manag-
ing editor of the 
St. Petersburg 
Times. Robert 
Haiman becomes 
the newspaper’s 
executive editor.
 

.   1976

• Feb. 15 — 
Nelson Poynter 
announces 
that he has 
willed his own-
ership of the 
Times Publish-
ing Co. to the 
Modern Media 
Institute. 

.   1977
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• Daily circulation: 

198,542
• Sunday circulation

247,974
• June 15 — Nelson Poynter dies at the age of 74. 
Poynter had become ill in his office just a few hours 
after he helped break ground for the new St. Peters-
burg campus of the University of South Florida.
• June 16 — The Times Publishing Co. board
of directors names editor and president Eugene 
Patterson as the new chief executive officer of the 
company.

.   1978

Nixon resigns
Aug. 9, 197410
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.   1982 .   1984.   1980

• April  — The Times 
is awarded the Pulit-
zer Prize for National 
Reporting. The Pulitzer 
is for coverage of the 
Church of Scientology 
by Charles Stafford and 
Bette Orsini.

• Jan. 17 — The Times 
experiments with com-
puter-assisted reporting 
when it purchases a 
computer tape contain-
ing census information. 
On Jan. 17, the Times 
publishes articles and 
graphics based on the 
tape’s data.

• April 1 — Eugene Patterson 
becomes chairman of the board of 
the Times Publishing Company. Andy 
Barnes is named the new St. Peters-
burg Times editor and president. 
• April 30 — Time magazine lists 
the St. Petersburg Times as one of 
America’s top 10 newspapers. 
• July 25  — The Times celebrates its 
100th anniversary.  

America under attack 
Japan declares war 

Moon, we're onto you 
Brrrrrrrrr!!

Freighter rams Skyway 
Kennedy assassination 

Recount
Champs

St. Pete, Tampa united 
Nixon resigns 

34%
17%

14%

9%

8%

5%

4%

4%

3%
1%

The vote

Dec. 5, 1933Dec. 21, 1907
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• April 21 — Times Publishing Co. announces 
that it will expand its headquarters in downtown 
St. Petersburg with a new eight-story building. 
Part of the design challenge for the architects 
is to integrate the four different Times buildings 
while maintaining the historical integrity of the 
older ones. 
• April 24 — The Times earns a Pulitzer Prize. 
The award is for Lucy Morgan and Jack Reed’s 
investigation into problems at the Pasco County 
Sheriff’s Office.

.   1986.   1985

• Nov. 7 — The Evening Independent prints its 
last edition. 

August 1, 1884
This is a very early front page of the paper, which was printed in a small room in the rear of a 
pharmacy in Dunedin owned by one of the paper’s founders. The type was set by hand, one 
letter at a time, and it took more than two hours to print the 480 copies.
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.   1988.   1987

• The Times newspaper library stops 
clipping articles and begins using a 
new electronic archive system. Each 
day’s electronic files are added to the 
online DataTimes service. Within a 
short time the newspaper also joins the 
Dialog and Nexis database services.
• January —  The Times launches a 
major expansion into Tampa and Hills-
borough County.

• Oct. 30 — The newspaper’s new $12 mil-
lion downtown building is dedicated.
• Oct. 31 — Andy Barnes succeeds Eugene 
Patterson as chief executive officer of Times 
Publishing Co.  
• November — The Poynter Institute and 
Times Publishing Co. respond to the news 
that two of Nelson Poynter’s nieces sold their 
inherited Times Publishing Co. stock to a 
group of investors led by Robert Bass. The 

nieces’ 200 shares of Times common stock 
were originally sold to their mother, Eleanor 
Jamison, by her brother, Nelson Poynter, in 
1947. Eleanor Jamison died in 1987. After the 
stock sale the Bass group owned 40 percent 
of the Times voting stock and 5.7 percent 
of the total number of shares outstanding. 
November 1988 marks the beginning of 
an approximately two-year struggle over 
the stock’s value and the ownership of the 
Times Publishing Co.

• Feb. 6 — Bass group sues 
Times Publishing over the 
value of the group’s stock in 
the company.
• Aug. 17 — Times Publishing 
and the Bass group announce 
a settlement in the lawsuit. 
The Bass group agrees to sell 
its stock to the Times for $56-
million.

.   1990

• April — The Times is 
awarded its fourth Pulitzer 
Prize. The prize for feature 
writing goes to Sheryl 
James for “A Gift Aban-
doned,” a series about a 
Temple Terrace woman 
who abandoned her new-
born baby in a cardboard 
box next to a Dumpster.

.   1991

April 16, 1912 Oct. 26, 1921
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• September  
— Paul Tash 
becomes the 
new executive 
editor of the 
Times. 

.   1994.   1992 .   1995 .   1996

• Daily circulation:

378,723
• Sunday circulation:

470,521

• Feb. 19 — The Times launches 
its first online Web project. The site 
offers a tour of the “Treasures of 
Czars” exhibit at the Florida Interna-
tional Museum in St. Petersburg.
• March 9 — More than 22,000 
Times baseball extras are sold when 
St. Petersburg is awarded an expan-
sion baseball team, the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays. 

• April 18 — Jeff Good wins the 
newspaper’s fifth Pulitzer Prize for 
his editorial series, “Final Indignities,” 
which detailed the inadequacies 
of Florida’s probate system. Good 
was honored in the editorial writing 
category. His series detailed ways 
in which personal estates are some-
times raided by probate lawyers and 
executors after the deaths of the 
benefactors.

• May — Veteran reporter 
Peggy M. Peterman retires 
after 31 years at the Times. 
After spending 20 years as 
a feature writer, Peterman 
became a columnist, and 
then in 1994 she joined the 
Times editorial board.  In 
December 1996 the Times 
creates a college journalism 
scholarship in her honor. 

April 1, 1998 August 8, 1999 June 8, 2004 Jan. 9, 2007 Sept. 21, 2008 Oct. 20, 2008
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.   1998.   1997 .   1999 .   2000

Daily circulation:

362,920
Sunday circulation: 

459,499

• April — Tom French wins the 
newspaper’s sixth Pulitzer Prize 
for his seven-part series, “Angels 
& Demons,” which chronicled the 
events and investigation that led 
to the conviction of Oba Chandler 
in the 1989 murders of Jo, Michelle 
and Christe Rogers. French’s Octo-
ber 1997 series was honored in the 
Pulitzer’s feature writing category.

Daily circulation:

359,214
Sunday circulation:

452,723
• April 9 — TampaBay.com, the Times 
new entertainment/community Web site, 
goes online. Entertainment news for the 
site is pulled from the newspaper’s various 
local editions.

• Feb. 23 — Paul Tash is named editor and president. Andy Barnes, who has been editor 
and president since 1984 and chairman and chief executive officer of the Times Publishing 
Co. since 1988, remains as chairman and CEO. 
• July — Marty Petty, former publisher of the Hartford Courant, is named the new execu-
tive vice president of the St. Petersburg Times.
• Nov. 7 — The Times works under a presidential election night deadline to find accurate 
front page headlines. Among the banner headlines: “Photo Finish,” “Florida Finish,” “Bush 
Wins,” “Recount,” and “State of Confusion.” The 2000 presidential election between Al 
Gore and George W. Bush ends with a controversial Florida vote recount. The winner is 
not officially decided until December. 

Dec. 3, 1933 June 6, 1944

August 14, 1945

April 13, 1945

Feb. 3, 1962 Nov. 19, 1963 July 17, 1969

May 18, 1954 Sept. 6, 1954
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• May 15 — Editor and president Paul 
Tash succeeds Andy Barnes as chairman 
and chief executive officer of Times Pub-
lishing Co. 
• Sept. 10 — Times Publishing Co. 
launches a free weekly tabloid-style 
newspaper called tbt*.  The name tbt* is 
short for Tampa Bay Times. It is targeted 
at readers in their 20s and 30s who may 
not be regular readers of the St. Peters-
burg Times. 

.   2006.   2004

Daily circulation: 

311,680
Sunday circulation:

395,973

Jan. 29, 1986
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• March 6 — The first edition of the daily 
tbt*/Tampa Bay Times is printed. The 
inaugural press run of 42,550 began at 2 
a.m. at the 34th Street Plant in St. Peters-
burg. 
• June — A new audio recording facility 
for Web podcasts is installed on the fourth 
floor of the downtown Times office. The 
new suite includes a sound-proof room 
for podcast hosting and a separate room 
with recording equipment. 

•Aug. 19 — PolitiFact, an online fact-check-
ing project of the St. Petersburg Times and 
Congressional Quarterly, is launched. 

• June 30 — The Times increases its daily 
price to 50 cents. The cost of the Sunday 
newspaper remains the same at $1. (In 1911, 
a single-copy of the Times cost 3 cents 
and two decades later it was 5 cents.)

• April 20 — St. Petersburg Times writer Lane DeGreg-
ory is awarded the Pulitzer Prize for feature writing for her 
story about the discovery of a feral child shut off from the 
world until she was discovered and adopted by a sup-
portive family. A second Pulitzer is awarded to St. Peters-
burg Times staff for PolitFact, for its fact-checking initia-
tive during the 2008 presidential campaign that used 
probing reporters and the power of the Web to examine 
political claims.

.   2007 .   2008 .   2009

• Daily circulation:

 288,807
• Sunday circulation:

389,952

•Daily circulation:

268,935
Sunday circulation:

390,289

David Shedden is the librarian for the Poynter Institute and an archivist of St. Petersburg Times history.

Text of a proclamation 
by the Hillsborough 
County Commission, 
June 7, 2009

Whereas, the West Hillsborough Times began 
publication as a four-page weekly newspaper on 
July 25, 1884, in the town of Dunedin in what was 
then part of the county of Hillsborough; and

Whereas, that weekly publication over the fol-
lowing decades grew into an influential daily pub-
lication renamed the St. Petersburg Times; and

Whereas, since 1956, the newspaper’s charita-
ble arm, the St. Petersburg Times Fund, Inc., has 
provided more than $16.6 million in grants, fel-
lowships and scholarships to organizations and 
students from throughout the greater Tampa Bay 
area; and

Whereas, since 1999, the Barnes Scholarship pro-
gram has provided $1.6 million for the education 
of 36 students from Tampa Bay area high schools; 
and

Whereas, the St. Petersburg Times has dutifully 
chronicled the growth and development of Tampa 
Bay for the past 125 years; and

Whereas the St. Petersburg Times won two Pulit-
zer Prizes in 2009, making a total of eight of jour-
nalism’s most prestigious honor.

Now, therefore, be it proclaimed that the Board 
of County Commissioners of Hillsborough County, 
Florida, recognizes that the St. Petersburg Times 
continues to play a vital role in democracy by keep-
ing the citizens of Tampa Bay informed with news 
and perspective.

Text of a proclamation 
by Tampa Mayor Pam 
Iorio, June 5, 2009

Whereas, the West Hillsborough Times began 
publication as a four-page weekly newspaper on 
July 25, 1884, in the town of Dunedin in what was 
then part of the county of Hillsborough, and that 
weekly publication over the following decades 
grew into an influential daily publication renamed 
the St. Petersburg Times, and

Whereas the St. Petersburg Times won two 
2009 Pulitzer Prizes, journalism’s most presti-
gious honor, and has received a total of eight Pulit-
zer Prizes, including three Pulitzers for stories that 
originated in Hillsborough County; and

Whereas, since 1956, the newspaper’s charita-
ble arm, the St. Petersburg Times Fund, Inc., has 
provided more than $16.6 million in grants, fel-
lowships and scholarships to organizations and 
students from throughout the greater Tampa Bay 
area; and

Whereas, since 1999, the Barnes Scholarship pro-
gram has provided $1.6 million for the education 
of 36 students from Tampa Bay area high schools; 
and

Whereas, the St. Petersburg Times has been a 
part of the downtown Tampa business commu-
nity, opening a Tampa bureau in 1987, and since 
that time has published a Tampa edition that keeps 
Tampa area citizens informed, and has dutifully 
chronicled the growth and development of Tampa 
Bay for the past 125 years.

Now, therefore, I, Pam Iorio, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of 
Tampa, Florida, do hereby proclaim June 7, 2009, 
as “St. Petersburg Times Day’’ in the City of Tampa, 
Florida, and ask that citizens of Tampa join me in 
congratulating the St. Petersburg Times on their 
125th anniversary celebration.

Text of a proclamation 
by St. Petersburg 
Mayor Rick Baker

Whereas, the West Hillsborough Times began 
publication as a four-page weekly newspaper on 
July 25, 1884, in the town of Dunedin in what was 
then part of the county of Hillsborough and now in 
Pinellas County; and 

Whereas, since 1956, the newspaper’s charitable 
arm, the St. Petersburg Times Fund, Inc., has pro-
vided more than $16.6 million in grants, fellow-
ships and scholarships to organizations and stu-
dents from throughout the greater Bay Area; and

Whereas, the St. Petersburg Times has dutifully 
chronicled the growth and development of the Bay 
Area for the past 125 years; and 

Whereas, the St. Petersburg Times has won two 
Pulitzer Prizes in 2009, for a total of eight Pulitzer 
Prizes, journalism’s most prestigious honor; and 

Whereas, the St. Petersburg Times is indepen-
dently owned and has its headquarters in down-
town St. Petersburg; and

Whereas, the St. Petersburg Times contin-
ues to play a vital role in the community by keep-
ing the citizens of St. Petersburg and the Bay Area 
informed with news and perspective.

Now, therefore, I, Rick Baker, mayor of St. Peters-
burg, Florida, do hereby proclaim July 25, 2009,

St. Petersburg Times Day

in St. Petersburg, and urge all citizens to join me 
in celebrating the 125 years of service to the resi-
dents and City of St. Petersburg.

PROCLAMATIONS Feb. 13, 1973

April 30, 1975

Oct. 3, 1990

Jan. 17, 1991
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Sept. 7, 1997 Dec. 15, 2003

Sept. 14, 1993Dec. 5, 1991
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