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_powerful and widespread race is due to Indian immigration. Just as in the past the
" Burmese tribes assimilated what was essential'and what was advantageous from the
immigrant [ndian, and evolved a highly individualised racial existence from the
- amalgamation, there is reason to believe that the present phase of Indian immigration
is strengthening rather than weakening the hold of the Burmese on the province.
Itis true that they have lost for the time being a portion of its urban industry,
but it has still to be demonstrated that the loss is more than temporary. It
is more than compensated by the remarkable manner in which they have availed
themselves of the opportunities afforded by the colonisation of its available wastes.
The dispersal of the Burmese population over its unoccupied portions is a far
sounder basis of future permanence and stability than would have been obtained by,
a larger concentration In its towns for the purpose of sharing in its urban and
industrial development. In the course of the discussion on urban population in
Chapter I of this report, it was demonstrated that the increase of the Buddhist or
indigenous population has been tending towards agricultural pursuits, the percentage of
town dwellers diminishing from 67 to 61 per cent. between 1go1 and 1911, There
is perhaps no more stable form of population than a peasant proprietory firmly
established on the land. In the meantime, the Indian immigrant has been concen-
trating in the towns, more than a half of the Indian population being town dwellers
in the main portion of the province comprising the natural divisions of the Central
Basin and the De'taic Plains. It would be contrary to experience to anticipate that
a comparatively small town population with a disproportionately large number of’
males will succeed in affecting to any considerable extent the racial existencé of a
widely dispersed rural community. Itis interesting, in view of the concern now
being generally felt as to the continued existence of the Burmese race, to consider
the view, previously obtaining, that it would be to the mutual advantage of both
Burma and India to colonise the unoccupied arcas of Burma by the surplus popula-
tion from the most congested districts of India. A brief review of-the previous
policy and its results is of considerable importance not only i indicating its marked
divergence from the present point of view but also in estimating the future possi-
bilities of Indian immigration and its effects on the population of the province.

76. Assisted Indian Immigration.~For some time subsequent to the
annexation of Pegu by the British in 1832, the policy of the Government was to
intervene actively to promote the migration of cultivators from India to Burma.
It was considered to be a mutual advantage to relieve the congestion of the most
densely populated districts in India, and to introduce new crops, new methods of
cultivation and much necded population into Burma. Repeated attempts were
made to encourage such migration by direct action, but they were all unsuccessful.
The whole subject was reconsidered by the Famine Commissioners ino.1888, and
their recommendations were embodied in the Circular of the Government 'of India
in the Revenue and Agriculture Department, No. 96F.—6-59, dated thé rgth
October 1888. While adhering to the general principles of relieving specially
congested tracts 'n India by transferring the indigent population of those parts of
Burma, and of promotiiig the wealth ot Burma by devecloping the cultivation of
tracts lying waste and unproductive, it was considered that such attempts should in
future be made by private capitalists, as personal supervision and continiity of
effort were essential to success. Rules were framed and published in Reverue
Department Notification of the Government of India, No. 521R., dated 24th July
18809, to carry out the recommendations. Only two estates were formed under’
these rules, as follows :—

(i) a lease expiring in 1953 of 27,506 acres to Mr. Mylne at Kyauktaga in
the Pegu District with an option of renewal for 63 years at a rent equal
to two-thirds of the ordinary revenue on land cultivated and of similar
renewals in perpetuity, ‘ . ‘

' (i) a grant of 13,000 acres in 1894 to Rai Jai Prakash Lal Bahadur,
C.ILE,, at Zeyawaddy in the Toungoo District, the revenue after 1994
being two-thirds of the ordinary rate.

In the meantime the attitude of the Local Government towards Indian
immigration was rapidly changing. The extraordinary extensions of cultivation
effected by the Burmese emigrants from Upper Burma in the delta districts, demon-
strated that it was not essential for the progress or prosperity of the province to °
colonise its waste areas by means of settling Indian immigrants upon' the land.
Indian labour was required, but rather in the direction of preparing the crops for
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* export after they had been reaped, than in introducing new crops or in extending
the area under cultivation. It was determined that the system of agriculture most
suited to the province was that of the peasant proprietor, in which the cultivator
held his land direct from the State in small plots, sufficient for supplying~the full -
requirements of family life, and not too large for cultivation by the members of the
family without recourse to assistance by outside labour. The settlement of Indian
labour on the land introduced new and complicated relations of landlord and tenant,
contrary to the ideals towards which the efforts of Government were consciously
directed. It atiempted in a petty, cumbersome and ineffective manner what was
being accomplished expeditiously, effectively and on the largest scale by the
indigenous population. It was supplying an unfelt want partly by deflecting
labour from where it was urgently needed. In 1908, the Local Government
caused an enquiry-to be instituted into the working of these estates, from which it
appeared that the object of the concessions had not been realised to any consider-
able extent. In the cause of the Kyauktaga grant, the grantee was no longer -
recruiting from the congested districts in India referred to in the circular, but was
engaging for cultivation ordinary coolies who had come over, mostly from Madras
to labour on public works, and who would have been more usefully employed, so far
as Burma was concerned, if they had continued on such work. On both the grants,
the immigrants were paying somewhat high rents to the grantee, and they did not
appear in some cases to be living under ordinary sanitary conditions. They had
introduced no new kinds of cultivation and had failed to adapt themselves to the
climate and manner of life prevailing in Burma. ‘

The total population settled on the two estates is less than 10,000. ‘On the
Kyauktaga grant the majority of the settlers are of agricultural castes from the
' United Provinces, the district of Fyzabad
supplying the greatest number from any
individual district. On the Zeyawaddy
Kyauktaga aats | 28y | 1,826 grant the majority of the settlers are from
Zoyawaddy .. | 065 | 2300 | 2265 | DBehar, the Shahabad District supplying

3,494 of the total. In both 'grants the
immigrants live in self-contained Hindu
villages, influencing but little, and influenced

: - but little by, the Burmese life surrounding
them. They have maintained their caste system and rules with greater success
than the majority of Hindu immigrants into Burma who are necessarily brought more
closely into contact with the disintegrating influence of Burmese life and opinion.

Grant or lease. Persons, Males. | Females.

Total s 0,430 | 5,359 | 4,001

77. Nature of demand for Indian immigration.—The results of these
two efforts to establish an Indian peasantry in Burma confirms the opinion that the
natural attraction of Burma for the Indian immigrant is not its agricultural
possibilities, With the exception of the agricultural immigrants from Chittagong
into the district of Arakan, few Indians come to Burma with the intention of
embarking in agriculture. The economic demand of Burma is not for agricultural
but_for urban labour, not for the raising of a crop, but for its disposal, and for the
supply of the agricultural population of the province with their general requirements.
It is frue that the extension of cultivation in the past has proceeded so rapidly that
a large portion of the extended area has been necessarily mortgaged to pay the
expenses of transformation of wild jungle into culturable land.” Owing to this
necessity, Indian money-lenders have obtained control of large areas of cultivated
land. it is also true that the purchase of land is a favourite form of investment
with Indian merchants and traders who have made their money in non-agricultural
industries in the larger towns of the province. This possession of land by Indian
landholders has stimulated to some extent the cultiva-
tion of the land by Indian cultivators. But the number
1 of Indian agriculturalists among the total population
P ., Pegesuage 1 isextremely small.  Reference must be made to Imperial
: ) szieereane)  Table XVD and to Subsidiary Table No. VIII of
T Chapter XI1 of this report for a complete analysis of

Lmponagnnnar

Agsicatiuzalists by religions

£a the impression made by the Indian on the agriculture
i of Burma. Hindus and Mahomedans combined do not
¥3 amount to more than 3°3 per ceat. of the total agricul-
v tural population, using the term inits widest sense.  Ur,

comme s b patting the same facts in another way, the percentages
wi the Hinde and Muhomedan populations of the province supported by agriculture
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80. Seasonal migration between Chittagong and Akyab Districts—
There are many reasons for a separate treatment of the migration between India
and the Akyab District. It differs materially from the remaining immigration into
Burma in that it comprises the only appreciable overland migration between Burma
and India. Every year, there is a periodic migration of coolies from Chittagong to
assist in agricultural operations in Akyab. The amount of migration fluctuates
greatly, falling to very small dimensions after a good season, and rising considerably

: after a bad season,in Chittagong. Only

a comparatively small number remain-
L permanently behind in Akyab, the majority
Vear. 1cx~f‘f§3n, P:smlnm\i';:it iToltﬁngr.om returning to thgir homes in Cllittagormg

! : after the reaping of the crops. The

marginal statement shews a marked fall in

Immiration into Akyab District.

i

k 191t | 30,321

|
!
i 43+799
!
i

13,278 . . ..
toor | 348:3° 18589 | 73732 | the number of immigrants from India since
89t . 5473 | 62| 6155 1909, due principally to a decline in the

number of immigrants from Chittagong.
The later date on which the Census was taken in 1911, the 1oth March against the
1st March in 1gor, must have had a considerable effect in reducing the numbers
recorded. The first half of March is the period when the immigrants are returning
to their homes in large numbers after the completion of harvest operations. A
postponement of the record by ten days in the busiest portion of the ¢migration
season would cause a marked reduction in the number of immigrants to be entered.
But this could not account for the whole of the large decrease recorded, and the
principal cause of the greater portion of the decrease is still to be considered. It
is impossible to test the records of birth-place by any recorded statistics of actual
migration. There are three main routes, one entirely by sea, by the steamers of the
British India Company, one partly by land to Maungdaw, and thence by the
steamers of the Arakan Flotilla Company, and the third entirely by land. No
records of persons using the two latter methods of travelling are kept. Coming to
Akyab, the majority of the immigrants travel by one of these two latter methods,
not having sufficient means to pay for a passage by steamer direct to Akyab. -On
returning to Chittagong, the majority return direct by sea, partly because they have
the means to pay for their passage, and partly because, if they have so far succeeded
in evading assessment to Capitation Tax, thcy
are certain of escape, once they are on board.
Accepting the figures for migration by sea as being
a partial presentation of the total movement, it is

Bl sration by Britt.)s India Steamers
tween Akysb and Benal

§
i
i My ¢ - ——— ¢t APt B - et
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Year. Imuigrants, * Emigrants, 3 A . h
b ... ______I seenthat while the immigration for the past three
: : gy ...} years has remained stationary, emigration has
i 100t , 18,303 17,730 ' L e . . lr . , ¢
T S T I E 27,857 1 largely increased. It would be perhaps too grea
RN h3ii 2 o7 . anassumption to accept this tendency to increased
e e 158y emigration compared with immigration as typical
SN ti9:  zowgt ' of the whole. But the scarch for the cause of
Do SRS ;:(’;‘: i the increased emigration by sea has revealeda
A N Sres o . e T » . .
P gy 35 7i: 0 4esh . credible explanation of the general decline in the
L b Fn0ey 55833 potumns of persons in the Akyab District, recorded

as being born in Chittagong, It is to be found in
ther fullowing extract from the Land Revenue Administration Report for Burma, for

thie vear ending joth fune 1007 :—
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were assessed as married men at the higher rate of Rs. 5. The Steamér Companies, who
-do business between Chittagong and Akyab, complained with special reference to the system
of assessment on arrival that their passenger traffic fell off. The Commissioner subsequently
directed that the immigrants should not be assessed until they had been employed, and orders
were also passed for the assessment of coolies whose wives were in Chittagong at the
unmarried rate. The Deputy Commissioner remarks that tliese Chittagonian coolies come to
Akyab, only when crops fail in Chittagong and work is scarce, and that changes in conteni-
plation in Chittagong may provide them inafew years with sufficient work at home.
Compared with the figures in Akyab, all other changes are insignificant.”

In this extract,’ the decline and even the extinction of this migration is fore-
shadowed. Apart from the extra revenue received, the check on immigration re-
sulting from the stringent assessment of the Capitation Tax is considered to have
produced two beneficial results. It does not seem that any further explanations
concerning the decline in the number of immigrants from Chittagong are needed.
The migration is seasonal, and consequently the later date of the Census of 1go1,
at a time when the immigrants were returning to their homes, resulted in a smaller
record ; it is fluctuating, so that marked changes in numbers were to be antfici-
pated ; it has been subjected in the past few years to a heavy taxation from which
it had hitherto been largely exempt; its diminution is considered to be productive
of beneficial results by thelocal authorities, and the stringent assessment of the
tax is stimulated by other than purely revenue considerations; its decline was
foretold four years before the Census was taken; and finally, so far as the records
of actual migration are available, they suggest that emigration is proceeding more
rapidly than immigration. Apart entirely from a genuine decrease, it is probable
that immigrants, fearing assessment to the tax, avoided being entered in the
enumeration records. :

81. Abnormal age and sex distribution of Indian immigrants.—In
discussing the general influence of Indian migration on the province of Burma,
it is necessary to draw attention to the remarkable disparity in the numbers of the
sexes of the immigrants from India. A detailed discussion.of the conditions
and results of such disparity is, however, more pertinent
to Chapters Il and VI of this Report dealing with the
“ Movement of the Population” and ‘“ Sex™, respec-
tively. Reference should be made to these Chapters
for a consideration of the disparity as it affects these - 423106

. . 4 . L . . ,169
phenomena, respectively. Similarly, the age distribution ; Female ... 70,530
of the immigrants by which the population of the province
betiveen 15 and 435 years of age is unduly increased, can
be discussed more suitably in Chapter V, specially devoted
to a consideration of the ages of the inhabitants of the province, than in a Chapter
dealing with the broad aspects of migration.

Persons born in India,

!
|
I Sex. Numbers.
I

‘i Disparity...| 352,639

82. Chinese immigration.—Of the 88,626 persons recorded as being born
in Asiatic countries other than India, 75,365 were born in China. It is possible
by a combination of the figures recorded in Imperial Tables XI and XIII, to arrive
at the number of Chinese immigrants, and the number of persons born in Burma
claiming to be of Chinese race. The :

ﬁgures -are approximate O_nl)', fO_l' it is Chinese Pox?ulntion of province.

not a fact that the Chinese in the " — [B —

province, not born in China, must ear. | Toal. | Boen in China, | Born in Burma.

necessarily have been born in Burma. 1911 |122,834 75.365 47469

Moreover, the crude figures from the 1901 | 62,486 43,328 19,158
" .8 . . 1891 41,457 | _ 23,060 18,397

Imperial Tables require modification to

allow for extensions of census limits, o
and to enable the comparison to be made over identical areas for the years
of comparison. In 1go1, the inclusion of the Shan States was responsible for

a small-portion of the increase in the

numbers of the Chinese recorded, and Chinese Populition of Burma Proper, |
in 1911, the extension of Census limits — —

to‘ Kokang and West Manglﬁn brought Year. Total. Born in China. | Born in Burma.
considerable numbers of Chinese on to | gz | 83,762 62,178 21,584
the records. Itis necessary to exclude 190t 23'1?;’ 40,216 :ggs‘;
the Specially Administered Territories o ; s 397

if a comparison extending beyond the ] . .
currént census is to be attempted. Effecting this exclusion, it is seen that

14
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thelr small numbars.  Their caste system isina state of disintegration. More
t 3 { their numbers are casteless. to usea term which describes their
condition better than the term “outcast.” _ They are without a caste, not because
they have been excluded from participation in the benefits of a caste organisation,
but because caste has ceased to be a necessary portion of their social and econsmic
equipment. If membership of a caste be considered as an essential condition of
inclusion in the term Hindu, then large numbers returned as Hindus in Burma, are
Hindus in name only. Indeed, the majority of the Hindus in the province are ripe
for absorption by the indigenous Buddhist races. The process is continually
in operation, but it is being continually obscured by the
large amount of immigratior from India. 1Itis not only
the casteless portion of the Hindu community which ts

Mates o cbigco being assimilated. The excess males, numbering 23 1,112,

Females ... 73588  are either temporary immigrants or arc likely to inter-
e e marry with woinen of Burmese race. In the former case,
they do not add to the permanent strength of the Hindu
community, and in the latter case, though they may retain
their cutward adherence to Hinduism, the process of
absorption, which may take two or three generations to complete, has already
commenced. The continuance of Hinduism in Burma on any but the most
limited scale is dependent on 2 high rate of immigration into the province. It
has been scen that during the past few years, the tlow of Indian immigration, or
rather, the net gain to the province by immigration, has been reduced. Should
any development occur by which the amount of immigration should continue to be
reduced appreciably, the Hindu community in Burma 1s not established on a
sufficiently stable basis to resist absorption by the Buddhist races. Buddhism
arose as a protest against the Brahmanic svstem of caste, and experience in
Burma deinonstrates that it operates as a disintegrating influence on the caste
of the members of the Hindu community settled in the province. But for the
fact that Hinduism has in the past received constant additions to its strength
from India, the processes of disintegration and absorption would have procce(‘fcd
at a more rapid pace.  Even fortified by immigration, Hinduism remains a passive
rather than an active force in the province.  Its numerical strength is farin excess
of thereal amount of vitality it possesses.  Many of its members are  Hindus in
name only, some having no caste at all, and others claiming castes to which they
are not entithed. @ Hindu” in Durma is a general term used to denote those
persons of Indian birth and parentage who donot belong to other religions, rather
than to describiza person holding membership of a recognised caste. Itis a
peitive, or a remainder category, comprising numerous elements not actively

DA

Fizlaz s Burms, 18t

Digarity ... 23612

Leloning to it, except in the negative sense that they can be more casily entered
unier the desivnation * Hindu” than under any other term of classification.
As such i< intluence and importince are not proportionate to its numbers,
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of the increase, it is certain that natural increase among the Mahomedans them-
selves and intermarriage with the Burmese have far more effect on the variation
than is the case with the Hindus. '

Natural increase by the excess of _ . Mahomedan population.
births over death is greater because Percentage Increase.
the disparity o the sexes is less. Year. | Population. | of total

population. | Actual, | Per cent.

In 1901, there were 119,347 Maho-
medan females in Burma compared |50 " TV heq600 233 } e
with 48,544 Hindu females at that |rgor ...| 339,446 328 | 85,806 3¢
date, and the natural increase must | '9'* | 420777 347 | 81,33t 24
necessarily have been greateramong
the Mahomedans, especially as they form a ruraland an indigenous population to a
greater extent than the Hindus. As for intermarriage with the Burmese, the greater
excess of Hindu males giving opportunities for a :

larger degree of intermarriage, would suggest that Mahomedans in Burma.

of the increases of Hindu and Mahomedan popula- Sex. . ort
tions by this contributory, that for the Hindus = -
would be the greater. But this a préor7 deduction %‘Lﬂfw | 220000 ) 271,428
needs to be discounted by two facts. The first is | | 9847 | 149:549
that a very large proportion of the excess of D'SP:‘““Y---' 100752 | 123,079

-Hindu males consists of temporary immigrants,
who do not intermarry and do not contribute to the increase of population. The
second is that of the children of such intermarriages, those of Mahomedan and
Burmese parentage with very few exceptions go to
increase the numbers of Mahomedans, while only a ‘ Zerbadis in Burma, |

minority of those of Hinduand Burmese parentage | ™ v, Number, | Tncrease |
are to be counted as Hindus. -

" Over 52 per cent. of the Mahomedan inhabi- | 1901 - | 204231 ...
tants of Burma dwell in the districts of the Coast oot ™[ 5% 39,366

Ranges where they form 1472 per cent. of the total

population. This high percentageis principally due to the number of Mahomedans
in Akyab (186,323) where they comprise 33'66 per cent. or over one-third of
the population of the district.

Indeed, in this one diétrict, 44 Distribution of Mahomedan population.

per cent. _Of the Mahomedans of A ‘ Actual num- Pe;;:izgse i Inm;;as:
the province are congregated. - rea. bers, 1911, | poputation. | Sgorers..
Mergui and Amherst Districts | —— "o [ et | ”

: rovince e oy ! )y

a!so show _the Comparatlvely Central Basin ... we o 61,027 't l 26
high proportions of 8'81 and 6'22 | Deltaic Plains ... = .| 127,043 | 263 ' 37
per cent. of their total population Ieg;;:‘elg‘;‘ggLD‘S‘r‘cts | 222305 1 s | 3
as being Mahomedans. In the | Specially Administered = 3,202 ! 21 | 35
Deltaic Plains, only Rangoon, Territories. | l

with 1862 per cent. of its ) o
population returned as Mahomedan, rises above the provincial percentage of 3'47.

In the Central Basin, the two districts of Mandalay and Yam&thin contribute half
the Mahomedan population of the whole division. The

increase in the Mahomedan population varies from 17 per Actual vasiation in
cent. in the Coast Ranges to 37 per cent. in the Deltaic population, 1901-1911.
Plains, with a provincial increase of 24 per cent. Thisis |1 oace cf Zer | 30,306
about double the natural rate of increase. However, it is badis.

difficult to use the term natural rate of increase with respect | Remaining in- | 43,025
to a population comprising a large excess of males, who i
intermarry readily with the women of another community. | Total increase .. | 81,531
It is possible by utilising the statistics of the Zerbadi
community to demonstrate the large effect produced by intermarriage with the
Burmese, on the increase of the Mahomedan population. It is responsible for
nearly a half of the total increase for the decade 19or—r911. The remaining
increase must be distributed between immigration, and the natural increase of
the Mahomedan population not affected by intermarriage. Itis impossible-
to estimate their respective proportions, but it is obvious that compared with the
part played by immigration in the increase of the Hindu population, it occupies
but a subordinate place in the increase of the Mahomedans of the province.

In considering the distribution of the Mahomedan populaticn between urban and
rural areas, it is necessary to consider separately the figures for the province
when Akyab district. is included, and when itis omitted. The effect of its large
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Mahomedan - rural i)opulationf;i's so great, that, if included, the rural exceeds the

urban .population,. the latter being only 3515 per cent. of the total Mahomedan
: - community., If

excluded, the

Urban and Rural distribution of Mahomedan population.

Actual population. Percentage of urban popu]ation
Area, tlthibx:\;P :10 ll‘Jrlm:; Ma- /Rural Maho- i)s. the -greater
al * .
Urban, Rural. ¢ med:no- tootmcu::'?)::g tgiitl’%{‘ugl cing 58 35 per
population. | population, | population. cent. of the
: hole Apart
Province e | 147,907 272,870 35'c 1311 248 W g pa
Province (Akyab 1322376 94:489 58-32 12-,4 -.490 frpm Akyab dis-
excluded). .trict, the Maho-
Central Basin .. 33,669 | 28,258 800 884 73 d dwelli
Deltaic Plains ...} 80,138 46,905 1905 13'90 12g | Medans dwelling
Ncérghtern Hill Dis- 3,348 4,347 ‘8o 11'I2 66 in rural areas do
ricts. ) .
(Coast Ranges .| 30,753 | 190,258 731 2173 14co not ‘even amount
‘Specially ~ Adminis- 3,202 ‘. e o1 { tO one per cent.
“tered "Territories. of the total

: l lati
but if ‘Akyab be included the percentage rises to.2'48. riiral population,

~93. Comparison of Hindu and Mahomedan Populations.—In his '
Census Report for 1go1, Mr. Lowis makes the following comments on the respec-
tive rates ofincrease of the Hindu.and Mahomedan communities in Burma :—

"““The Hindus have increased within® the past ten years at the rate of no less than 63
per cent,, and of every ten thousand “persons inhabiting Burma Proper, 303 on an average
now profess the Hindu faith. The rise of 63 per cent. is lower than that which took place
during the preceding decade (77 per cent.), and when compared with the 1872—81 figures
(140 per cent.),’dwindles into comparative insignificance. As it is, however, it is nearly
double the Mahomedan rate of growth- during the same decade, Everything points to
the fact that the Hindus are. gradually asserting their vast numerical superiority, and that,
when their prejudices-against sea voyages have been overcome, they are bound to outstrip
all other competitors. In 1872 the number of Musalmans in British Burma was nearly three
times.as'great as that of Hindus, Year by year- during the past thirty years the disparity
has been reduced; Census. after Census has shown that the Hindus were creeping up.
They are still behind the Mahomedans in number, and, so far as 'one can_judge at this

. stage, they are notlikely to
Hindus and Mahomedans in Burma, have passed !:hem even at.the
next decennial enumeration,

Hind Mahomed : but there seems to be no
, fnaus. Hdhomedans. Excessof | question that, unless the
Year, Maho- | resources of the country first
Numbers. | Increase, | Numbers, | Increase, | ™Me0ns- give out, they will in the end

out number them.”
1891 v 1%44%1 ihos 25:3.2112 §506 80,228 The marginal state-

190t ...| 285, 112,052 | 339, -85,80 §3.062 T

11t .| 383670 | topsos| 277 | Staax| 3ess | ment.indicates that the
same tendencies noted by

‘Mr. Lowis are operating,
though with reduced intensity. The Hindu and Mahomedan populations-are both
increasing at a slower rate than formerly, but the Hindu ‘increase still maintains
its lead both absolutely -and relatively. It has diminished the superiority of

. the numbers of Mahomedans, but is still 31,098 behind. It is at present
highly questionable whether the same tendencies will continue for the ensuing
decade. The changes in migration observable during the past few years, if
continued, will affect the Hindu population adversely to a much greater extent
than the Mahomedan population is likely to be affected. The Hindu community
is less firmly established. Its increase is more dependent on a continuation of a
highly abnormal-distribution of population which is rapidly being modified. [t 1s
more liable to adverse external influences and to internal disintegration. Now that
the era of rapid trausition succeeding the annexation of Upper Burma has
closed, and-a period of more steady progress set in, it is probable that the
rate of increase of the adherents of the two religions will tend to approxxmatg,vand
.even that the Mahomedans may increase at'a more rapid rate than the Hindus.
Unless conditions change, it is not probable that the Hindus will be equal to the
Mahomedans in numbers by the date of the next census.

94. Christianity.—The number of Christians in Burma on the date of the _
census was 210,081, an increase of 42 per cent. on the number returned in 1901.
This rate of increase is nearly double of the rate of increase for the previous decade.



CHAPTER XI.
Caste, Tribe and Race.

CASTE AND INDIAN IMMIGRATION.

-

256. Caste, Tribe or Race.—In India, Caste is of outstanding importance
as compared with Race, and indeed caste is the form which ethnical distinctions
assume over the greater portion of the Indian Empire. But in Burma caste is
relatively unimportant. It has no existence among the indigenous population, and
it appears among the immigrant population in a form showing many signs of dis-
integration. Consequently it attains but a subordinate place in a branch of census
enquiry devoted to ethnical classification. In the opinion of four generations of
Census Superintendents in Burma the records of caste are both useless and inaccu-
rate. The claims of uniformity throughout a unified empire have succeeded in
retaining caste as a subject of record in Burma, but in the course of tabulation it is
treated as a matter of subsidiary importance. Tribal and racial divisions, in Burma
matters of the utmost complexity, naturally take the place of a consideration of
caste, and it is to an analysis of such divisions that the greater portion of this
chapter will be devoted. Imperial Table XIII contains the data from which
the material for the analysis is obtained, and Subsidiary Table I of this Chapter
enables an estinate to be made in the magnitude of the various indigenous
racial groups since the first census was undertaken in 1872. The gradual exten-
sion of census limits has been a more potent factor than natural movements in
producing the variations exhibited. An attempt will be made in the course
of the treatment of each individual tribe to attribute the degree of variation to each
contributory cause.

257. Definitions of Caste.—According to Sir Herbert Risley’s definition, a
caste is said to be— o

A collection of families or groups of families bearing a common name, which usually
denotes or is associated with a specific occupation ; claiming common descent from a mythi-
cal ancestor, human or divine; and professing to follow the same traditional calling. A
caste is almost invariably endogamous, in the sense that a2 member of the large circle denoted
by the common name may not marry outside that circle. But within that circle there are
usually a number of smaller circles, each of which is also endogamous, Thus it is not enough
to say that a Brahman at the present day cannot marry any woman who is not a Brahman ;
his wife must not only be a Brahman, she must also belong to the same endogamous division
of the Brahman caste.” :

Mr. Gait in his Census Report of 1901, in order to differentiate a caste from a
sub-caste defines it in the following terms :—

‘“ A caste is an endogamous group, or a collection of such groups, bearing a common

"name who, by reason of similarity of traditional occupation and reputed origin, are generally-
regarded, by those of their countrymen who are competent to give an opinion, as forming a
single homogeneons community, the constituent parts of which are more nearly related to
each other than they are to any other section of the society.”

The three important constituents of a caste, according to both definitions, are
the practice of endogamy, the association with a traditional occupation, and the
belief in a common ancestry or origin. Whichever of the three criteria be adopted,
1t is apparent that the definition cannot be applied to the greater portion of the
indigenous population of Burma. So far from the tribes and races of the province
showing any general preference for associating in endogamous groups they are most
catholic in their practice of intermarriage both with each other, and with immigrant
races. The Karen tribes furnish the only instances of tribal endogamy but they
are quite free from any of the other essentials of caste. So far from following any
traditional occupation ‘an individual will frequently pass through numerous changes
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of occupation in the course of his career. Hereditary occupations in which a son
naturally follows the occupation of his father are common, but there are no limita-
tions or prohibitions which would bring the persors [ollowing any such occupations
into a caste group. The belief in a common ancestry is frequently found among
the more primitive tribes of the province, but they comprise but a small proportion
of the total population. Wherever found, the belicf has no connection with any
idea of the nature of caste. So far as the people of Burma are concerned caste is.
an alien institution which has made no progress whatever among its indigenous
inhabitants. Isolated instances of the elements, which combined, constitute the
phenomenon of caste, may be found, but caste itself in its complete form is only to
be found among immigrants from India.

258. Caste among Indian Immigrants.—But even among the Indian
immigrant races, caste in Burma stands on a very different footing from caste in
India. The very facts of leaving his native village and crossing the sea to a distant
country have violated some of the essentials of the caste of the immigrant. On
arrival in Burma, he finds that his predecessors, instead -of attempting to continue
unimpaired their caste customs and traditions in their new environment, have treated
them with neglect. There is no public opinion to bind him to the.strict observance
of his caste rules. There is nothing to prevent him from assuming with impunity
a caste designation to which he would not be entitled in India. The economic
basis of caste, serving to preserve a minimum standard of livelihood and to prevent
unrestrained ccmpetition, in a country where population presses hardly upon the
means of subsistence, are foun i to be hindrances in a country of scanty pqpula'tion
where an opening is available to anybody astute enough to avail himself of it. The
overwhelming preponderance of the male elen:ent among Indian immigrants is also
a potent force in the disintegration of caste. In so far as caste depends on the
observances and customs of every Cay family life, it is impossible for the great
majority of Indians in Burma. They either live in overcrowded barracks or lodging
~houses where facilities for caste ceremonial are lacking, or they intermarry with
Burmese women who have no conception of the idea of caste, &YC?P‘ that it is an
artificial creation of meaningless forms and prejudices. The funea{nental social
and cconomic conditions for the preservation of the caste system @0 not exist in
Burma. In a few restricted instances, among the members of an Indian regiment,
among the Brahmans who are retained by the Burmese for cousuitaton concerning
religious, social and ceremonial functions, and even among hoMOZENEOUS groups of
Indian immigrants massed together in large towns, atrempts 2t ta¢ preservation of
caste are made with some success, in the face of great Gimcu:t:es. ‘.Bllt such
attempts are the exception rather than the rule. In the great 2OALY 02 Instances
the Indian in Burma either disregards his caste entirely ; &7 reminally belongmg to

.
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cesigration. His record has 1o be made in a language peculiacly unsuited to the
ansliteration of foreignsounds.  He makes a phonetic representation of a name i
a character notoricus for its disregard of phonetic methods of spelling. Beyond a
the more widely distributed and better khown castes it is :i'mposs'ible to
repare and publish standard transliterations of caste names.  The amount of work
5 1n such a task would be disproportionately beyond the utility of its resultine
R In cue course. the caste names as recorded in Burmese have to be
transliterated again into English by a difterent staff from that which made the original
record.  In the Bengal Census Report for 1901 it is stated that caste names are
often spelt so similarly that it is almost impossible to distinguish between them. If
s 15 the case where caste is a familiar phenomenon, and where the names are
recorded directly in the vernacular, the difficulties in Burma, where caste is an alien
institution with fereign designations, can be faintly estimated. The final results are
obtained after two doubtful transliterations of an extremely doubtful set of original
statements.
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260. Treatment of Caste in previous and present Census Reports,—
In 1881 no attempt was made to prepare a return for caste in Burma. Imperial
Form XII prescribed for the return of caste was submitted without any entries as
it was considered impossible with Burmese enumerators to attempt to record Hindu
castes or Mahomedan trnibes. In 1891 the question of the return of caste was
left open until the Census Commissioner and Census Superintendent could consult
together, [t was finally determined to attempt a record of caste. In paragraphs
226 and 227 of the Census Report of 1go1, Mr. Eales discussed the question of a
caste record in Burma.  He considered such a record to be of very doubtful value
and gave his opinion that it was more than probable that a record of caste would
not again be attempted at another Census.  However, when the question was again
considered in 1609, it was determined that it was necessary for Burma to contorm
with the practice prescribed for the rest of India and to do the best with the material
available.  In paragraphs 156 and 157 of his report, Mr. Lowis dwells at great
length on the difficulty of recording caste in Burma and on the possibility of mis-
leading answers and errors in transliteration.  He concludes his discussion in the
following terms :— '

“1 may stem to have dwelt at somewhat undue length on this aspect of the caste returns
in Burma. ~ Nu one, it may be said, is likely to place any great reliance on the caste figures
eollected in Burma.  That this has been the case in the past is, no doubt, true. [ submit,
however, that since the 1891 Census the bedy of caste folk in the provinee has increased
$o largely and has now reached so substantial a figure, that, unless scme disclaimer
sueh @3 the above is made, the public may be moved to think that the familiarity with and
knowledye of easte has grown to an extent proportionate to the growth of the Hindu
population, and to treat the date with the same respeet as that with which they treat the
returns compiled fur castes in their locality or erigin, - With the assurance that if they do
wthey ate Joomed to disappointment, 1 pass on to the consideration of the castes that are

y 3 otrs BYrveereny MF
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seem as i there had been concerted action on their part to refuse to give their
correet caste designation. A\ very large number of the members of this caste were
entered ol the cunent census as Cliistions,  Another instance both of the power
ef suggestion and of the unrcliability of the caste returns is contained in the figures
fur the Sudra caste for the yeurs 19ot and 1911, In 9ot the Sudra caste was
chesen ta be entered in the specimen sehedule issued to enumerators as a guide to
tite method of making the vadous cotries of the Census Record. The number of
enttics for this caste then totalled a2, In 1gia, the Sudra caste was omitted
from the specinten schedule and other castes substituted, the total number recorded
for the caste tellto 20,500, This variation in the figures, so contrary to any probable
varhition in thie Licts they purpoit to represent, indicates the nature of the influences
which affeet the digures for caste in the census returns, and the necessity of the
warnitiy issued by Mr Lowis against placing too much reliance on the figures for
the separate castes i Burma,

Anutiier feataie in the record for caste 15 the remarkable increase in the
sumbers of Hinlus who gave so caste return whatever. In 1go1, 38,073 Hindus
liled to ghve thor caste, This pumber has now sisen to 99,710, The great
shienty of these entiles Smply comnteted of the word  Hindu.”  The next in
numenical orcer woie blank cntiivs the krowledge that they referred to Hindus
Boangr oblained drom the column relatiing to religion. Despite emphatic warnings
i the isatiurtions weucd, cuch mames as Madrassi, Bengali, Hindustani, Tamil and
Telugu wore veprateddy entered In the column for caste. The fact that out of a
totad of 380079 Hindus i the provinee, gy.71o iailed to give any clear indication
a5 Lo their caste s o itselt afaet which destrays contidence in the record. It may
Le that the defanlt i te civmenater, rather than in the person enumerated but
a clasaiication, i which over g quicter of the items to be classified are indetermin-
ate, 3y of very Bttle value, whatever muy Lo the cause of the failure to obtain more
definite results,

262. Figures for ¢leven Hindu Castes in Burma.—The numbers record-
ed {or the cleven ot oportant Hindu Castes w Burma are given in a marginal
stastement. 135 probabde hat
Be contiaty movenments of the
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readily leading itselil o confudon with that of other castes. The difficulties of
obtaining i casrect record oi this group were explined at length by Mr, Lowis in
parageaph 157 of his report. The decline in the entries for Sudras is due prinei-
padly to the sact that Sudra was the caste chosen in the specimen schedules for
1got and wis amitted in the schedules tor 1911, Where the possibilities of error
in the original record are so great the power of suggestion exercised by the choice of
a specimen has peculiar opportunitics for operation.  In considering these figures,
I can only repeat the warings of several generations of Census Superintendents in
Burma.  The ignorance of the fundamental conception of caste is so great, and the
possibilities ot crror in the original statement in the original record, and m the proces-
ses of trausliteration and compilation, are so wide, that the results are not to be treated
s possessing any degree of accuracy,  Of far greater utility and of far greater
refiability are the hgures for the Hindu castes as a whole.  The accurate recognition
of Hindu subdivisions is Leyond the capacity of the census machinery of the provinee,
but a high degree of accuracy can be assigned to the figures of the total Hindu
commumty. The cthnical significance of caste distribution is but slight. No
caste of wsell is of such outstanding importance that it is lkely to leave any
permanent mark on the races of the province.  But the total effect of all castes
combined cannot be ignored as being ethnographically unimportant. It is.a
question of extrenie importance to the future development of the province, It is a
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- matter for congratulation that where the figures are inaccurate they are from a
provincial point of view cthnically insignificant, and that where their  signifi-
cance is of great importance their accuracy attains a higher degree of reliability,

263. Hindu Castes.—The total number of the members of the Hindu com-
munity In Burma has increased by 104,195t0 a total of 389,679, this representing
- . 36'49 per cent, for

Iuctcase or Decrease, tl:’c "dc(_:adc. The
— w11, wote |ewooocommeme ... | distrivution  of the
Actual, ’ Per cent, Hindu lmmlgf ants
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- : over the province is
City of Rangoen w | 108,350 82,994 +

City of Rang uB30 ’ ::.éﬁg} + o yss) mostuncqual, Tt will
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Zyg0  in four districts, the
et rematnder being
+ %40, spread over 33 dise
T T T tricts and four terri-
tories under special administration.  Butitis difficult to exhibit the true distribution of
the Hindu population by district figures. They congregate mainly in the cities and
towns of the province, and in the larger villages on the railway
rercentane of lindus | S 'stem and on the ban}cs of’the.lrrm}-addy. Apart from a few
to total population. |  districts in the delta Hindu immigration has made no impres-
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sion on the rural population of the province. The Hindu is
conspicuous in Burma because he is in evidence on all the main
routes of communication. The actual increase is trifling if the

Year. Percentage.

1891 228 vast extent of immigration is considered. Of the total popula-
:3;’: 3% tion of the province the various Hindu castes form but a small

and not rapidly increasing proportion, having advanced from
a'28 per cent. to 3’21 per cent. in the past twenty years,
The general question of the effect of Hindu immigration on the ethnical character
of the country will be considered in connection with the wider problem of Indian
mmigration generally.

264. Musalman Tribes.— Just as the Hindu castes are congregated unduly
in four districts, so the majority of the members of the Musalman tribes are to be
found in the two dis-

| tricts of Akyab and
Increase. g

Rangoon, which con-

— 1911, 1901, ¢ ?'5 ¢ ffh
- Actual. | Percent. tain 50 per cent. of the
Musalmans of the pro-

' ince. In Akyab the

Akyab o e e | 178647] 1548871 a3g60| agag| VNG " Y d Y
City of Rangoon  «. | 54,390 38231 10,517 2686 | are ndigenous and en-
' ter largely into agricul-
Total (two Districts) ... | 233,037 | 197,760 35,277 17'83 .lurall occupations. B}“¢
Rest of Burma ... - | 185,253 133,538 50,713 3797 | In the remaimng _dls-
: e R tricts of the province
Provincial Total o | 417,300 | 331,208 83,992 2593 they are prmcxpally an
urban population cn-

) gaged inindustrial and

commercial pursuits. They form a larger, more united and more influential body
than the aggregation of Hmdu‘ castes to be found in ‘Burma, but their increase
is less rapid. In twenty years they have advanced from 333
Percentage of Musalmans|  PET cent. to 3'47 per cent. of the total population. The
o total population. | apparent set back in the proportion between 1891 and
| 1901 was due to the inclusion within census limits of the--
Specially Administered Territories with an almost exclusively
non-Musalman population. It is doubtful if much more reliance
1891 333 can be placed on the figures for the separate Musalman tribes
2911 > than on those for the separate Hindu castes. The compari-

: son of the numbers of Shaikhs and Zerbadis for the years 1gor
and 1911 is obviously of but little value. In Burma, tribal

distinctions tend to disappear or to be modified considerably by the environment,
The great majority of the 100,842 persons classed under “ Other Musalman Tribes

Year, Percentage.
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were recorded merely as Musalmans, Mahomedan being entered'in the column for

réligions, and Musalman in the column for caste, tribe or race. There are
possibilities of many cross cate- i

~gories  especially among the |._ Musalman Tribes.

Zerbadis, who may either enter

. themselves under this designation, Population.,

or enter the tribe of the father. Designation.

The large number of Zerbadis A 1031, o1 | Beeease.,

now recorded is significant as —y oy

: H M 3 A aik .o . 237'5 209,042 "'3‘:474

indicating the extent to which | Zomnadi ] Pheg | 204e3 |+ 391306

intermarriage between the Bur- ! Sqived 6,871 8,970 | — 2,009

mese and Musalman races is ! Pathan 8,041 1224 | — 1,183
d' S l . - 1 Mnla.y . ‘e vee 4,239 3:983 + 256

proceeding. ucnqtermamage ! Other Musalman Tribes | 100,842 19,656 | 8186

tends to obliterate tribal as apart - :

from racial distinctions; the | Total ...y 417,200 | 331,208 | + 85992

Mahomedanism generally re- i ]
mains, and any such racial distinctions as Afghan or Pathan remain, but designa-
tions such as Shaik or Saiyed are graduaﬁy dropped except where there is a
very strong Mahomedan community. The Malays are
found along the coast of Mergui District. They invariably
engage in seafaring occupations of which fishing, pearl-diving
and the coasting trade are the principal. In the interior of
the district can be found a small number of Musalman
agriculturists, Burmese in their language and general
characteristics, who are the result of mtermarriage of the
indigenous population with the Musalmans of the coast.

Malays.

191 .o - . 4,230
1gol ... e} 3,083

Increase 256

265. Indians and Indigenous Populations compared.—Itis a funda-
mental article of belief with the majority of Europeans in Burma, that the Burmese
race is doomed :.nd
is bound to besub~
merged in a compa- - ¢ aom 1901,
ratively short time ; ; Actual, ' Percent.
by the hordes of . \

immigrants Who ar- 0 e e b 380b70|  aSh8s ngigs! 3649

Increase,

rive b)’ cvery stea-  Musalman ‘V'ribes v 417,200 331,29§ : S§,992 . 25.95

mer from India. | Other Indians ... - 31,601 16,445 15156 92716
There are many  ———————nm - - ‘

facts which appear ! Toul Indian Population | 838570 633,227 | 205,343 3242

PP Total p 6 | 4 )

to provide good ! Burmese Proper 7.479-433 6,308,682 ' 970,751 I: 14°9t

d p S hi | Burmese Racial Group ! 7,986,337 7,097,248 2189,079 ! 1252

grounds or this Indigencus Racial Groups’ 11,125,004 9,612,397 | 1,512,607 i 1573
! |

Lelief, but it is en- . ; . !
tirely unsupported ) . . .
by the census returns, and a consideration of the true circumstances with regard to
the effect of Indian immigration into Burma would appear to be necessary.
Statistically the question belopgs to Chapter 11 (Movement of Population) or to
Chapter [11 (Birtn-place) of this report, rather than to the chapter devoted to ethno-
graphy. But it possesses an ethnical significance, and what is perhaps the most
living racial probrem in the province should not be ignored in a general review of its
racial components. Statistically the problem is presented in a marginal statement
showing the relative figures for 19o1 and 1911 and the corresponding increases for
certain racial units. The total increase of the Indian population, Hindus, Mahome-
dans and all otler classes of Indians combined,is 203,343 or 32°42 per cent.
Against this increase, Burmese proper can show an increase of 1491 per cent., the
Burmese racial group of 12°52 per cent., and the indigenous races of the province
of 1573 per cent. It might appear that races showing an increase of 32 42f per
cent. must in the long run prevail over races anq groups with 1ncreasesnvarymg rom
12 t0 16 per cent. But the higher percentage is based on much smaller aggregate
figures, and there is every indication that with an increase in the aggregate figures a
decrease in the percentage will follow. For instance between 1891 and 1gor the
increases in the Hindu and Mahomedan populations were 63 and 33 per cent. respec-
tively. Between 1go1 and 1911 on higher aggregate ﬁg.uzes the percentages of
increase have respectively diminished to 36'49 and 25°03. %’uttl{!gpercer'xtages
aside, as fictitious guides when comparing figures ‘;f , greatly dltspxgeprctﬁogate
magnitude, theincrease of 205,343 in the Indian population is'seen to dwindle nto
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insignificance in comparison with the increase of.970,731 persons' who entered
themselves in the record as Burmese, or with the addition of over a million and a half
to the indigenous races of the province. Anincrease of two hundred thousand
persons is not appreciably near to effecting the submergence of a race showing
an increase approaching a million persons, even though the former does assume
a percentage ot 32 while the latter appears as a percentage of less than 15.

266. Causes of Slow Increase of Indian Population.—There - are nu-
merous causes to explain the comparatively slow increase of the Indian population
of Burma. Considering the enormoiis
amount of immigration, the greater part
of it is seasonal, and the majority of the
immigrants return to their native coun-
tries after a’longer or shorter sojourn in
the province. In one year (19o8) the
shipping returns actually showed a lar-
ger number of emigrants departing from
the port of Rangoon than ot immigrants
arriving. ~ This was of course an excep-
tion, but the net gain by immigration is
a small proportion only of the total num-
ber of immigrants. The second factor in keeping down the number of Indian
inhabitants m Burma is the extremely slow rate of natural increase. Indeed, it can
be said that there is no natural increase whatever among

" them. The overwhelming preponderance of males leads
E“°§i§;§’§:“}§§f§,};‘,’,‘_‘" ™. to an cxcess of the death-rate over the birth-rate. The
tlatter, depending on the number of marriageable women, is
Bicths .. o | 43,204 | exceedingly low compared with the total population.
Deat hs . | 969491 This can be best exemplified by a comparison of the
‘ ———| number of births and deaths for the decade 1901 to 1911
Natural Decrease| s3.745 1t Rangoon, where the Indian populatiori is in a majority.
_ 1.~ Asaresult of this decrease a large proportion of the net
) gain by immigration is necessary to keep their numbers
in a state of equilibrium. It is only after the natural decrease has been compen-
sated that the tendency to increase begins to operate.

But this excess of immigrant males has another effect so far as the Hindus are
concerncd. They intermarry largely among the Burmese, and the children of
such marriages in the majority ot cases are brought up as Burmans, adopt the
dress, manners and customs of the Burmese, and in course of time arc incorporated
into the Burmese race. This is not invariably the casc. Among wealthy Hindiis
of high caste, the children are generally brought upas Hindus and not as Burmans,
though after one or two generations of residence in Burma the caste feeling decreases
and the tendency to the adoption of Burmese customs, speech and race gradually
grows stronger.  Neither is it the case with the children of mixed Mahomedan and
Burmese parentige.  These form a separate Mahomedan tribe called the Zerbadis,
who though Burmese in some of their characteristics generally retain their Maho-
medan religion and are not entered as Burmans.  But even allowing for the children
of mixed marriages of Burmese women with wealthy Hindus and with Mahomedans,
there still remain very large numbers of children of Indian male parentage who go
to swell the numbers of the Burmese race.  These affect the relative numbers in a
double sense.  They detract from the potential increase of the Indian populition
and they add to the actuil increase of the Burmese population.

It would be possible to multiply reasons why the number of Indian inhab-
tants in Burma does not increase at a greater rate. They are not homoge-
aeous.  They come from  different countrics, speak different tongues, have
¢ifferent customs and religions, and are almost as forcign to each other as they are
o the Burmese, A united, single-minded, highly-civilised body of equal numbers
might nnke 2 much greater cthnical impression on the province.  But a hetero-
Zetwous coliection of people collected from all parts of India, many of an inferior

i eivilisation. all incapable of unified action, incapable even of acting alike in
siealir circumstances, cannot produce a result commensurate with its numbers,
reesitins of the vidous fnligenous races of the province sink into insignificance

¢ 2mieed with the diverzities of the members of its [ndian population.  The Burmese -
peoos 10 Lot Condtonted with an invasion from a single, united and highly-civilised
vaces They are mercly subjected to incursions from numerous and diverse quarters

Hiadu and Mahomedan sex pumbers.

Religion. ; Sex. 1901, ‘ w11,
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~ each one insignificant in itself, possibly disquieting in the aggregate, but assuming a
fictitious aspect of menace owing to the massing together under one designation of
incongruous and disunited clements.

267. Economic aspect of Indian immigration.—Another aspect of the
mmigration of Indians to Burma is worthy of notice. The Indian comes to Burma
to supply an cconomic demand which the Burman has failed to supply. The
Burman has been so occupied in filling up the waste places of his country that he has
rever competed for afarge number of town and city occupations. In so far as the,
demand for Indizn labouris a demand for cheap, docile, disciplined labour, the
Burman has not yut needed to enterinto competition with the contract labour from
Madras. It is true that there are higher forms of skilled industry, the mechanical,
the engineering, the building, the transport, the distributive and the commercial,
which the Burman has abandoned largely to foreign bands. DBut there is no
certainty that such an cconomic phase is lasting. It has already been noticed
how a demand for cheap labour for the rubber industries in the Federated Malay
States has aficcted the rate of immigration into Rangoon. [t has still to be
discovered how the gradual occupation of the culturable portions of the province
and the ultimate forcing of the Burman into urban occupations will affect the
demand for Indiay labour in Burma, The abstinence of the Burmese from a
greater participation in urban industries is no sclf-denying ordinance. It merely
expresses the Lact that the race has found more congenial and profitable occu-
pation in other directions,  But when the opportunities in other directions begin to
fail or to grow less attractive, then a mucﬁ more strenuous competition on the
past of the Burman for a share in the urban life of the province may be anticipated.

268. General conclusions as to the effect of Indian immigration.—
Summing up the discussion on the racial competition between the Indian and the
~indigenous populations of the provinee, it is scen that current cconomic conditions
have ereated a demand for labour in certain directions which the Burman has failed
to supply. This has led to a large immigration from India to Burma. This
immigration is to a great extent neither instinctive, nor natural, nor permanent. It
is an artificial erhascement of the labour supply in a sparsely populated country.
It looms large in the public eyve because the resulting population has settled in the
most conspicuous lines of vbservation, the large towns and villages on the main
Iines of communication,  But its resultant cthoical cffect is insignificant. The
additions to the Burmese population or to the indigenous population of the province
during a decade exceed any additions to the immigrant population several times
over. The immigrant races, so far as existing tendencies can indicate, may
modify, but can never submerge, the Burmese population. The Burmese race
was created through the absorption of Indian immigrants by the nomadic tribes of
the Irrawaddy valley. It has attained its present position and numbers by a
process of absorption continued throughout centuries of its history. It is absorbing
at the present time the descendants of a large proportion of the immigrants who
settle permanently in the province.  When it can provide a labour supply adequate
to the demand, a time which in the opinion of some observers is not far distant,
it will continue the process by which it attained its being.  When the easily cul-
turable waste places of the province have all been occupied, and Burmese expansion,
now distributed widely over the country, is forced into the towns, itis possible
to anticipate fresh conditions leading to a continued supremacy of the Burmese race,
modified and probably greatly streagthened by the absorption of the Indian races,
the members of which will no doubt continue to arrive in considerable numbers.

INDIGENOUS RACIAL GROUPS. J

269. Ethnical Classificationin Burma.—An accurate estimate of the
numerous tribes and races found within the province of Burma is a matter of
extreme difficulty. The physical characteristics of the northern portion of the
country have induced innumerable differences in customs, language and tribal
distinctions.  But it is not only in the number of categories to be considered that
the difficulty lies, The distinctions between them are neither definite, nor logical,
nor permanent, nor easy to detect. They frequently depart from the lines of
linguistic differences, and are subject to local variations impossible to estimate.
They arc unstable from generation to generation, the racial designation of a



