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Answers to Pro-Gay Theology —
Biblical Teaching on Homosexuality Reconsidered

James Lau, M.D., M.A. (Bioethics)
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What is Pro-Gay
Theology?

“I have learned to accept and even
celebrate my sexual orientation as
another of God’s good gifts.”

--Gay author Mel White

“How could we go on being ashamed of
something that God created? Yes, God
created homosexuals and
homosexuality.”
--Reverend Troy Perry, founder,
Metropolitan Community Church

“l offered thanks to God for the gift of
being gay.”
--Gay priest Malcolm Boyd
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Traditionally, the Bible teaches us that homosexuality is an
abomination to God (Leviticus 18:22) and a sin punishable
by death (Leviticus 20:13). Moreover, homosexuals will not
inherit the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9) but
homosexuals will receive due penalty for their perversions
(Romans 1:26-27).

In the past five decades, some homosexual activists,
including theologians, have reinterpreted the biblical
teaching on homosexuality. They claim that God allows
homosexuality; some even celebrate being homosexuals.
In some instances, gay pastors have founded their own
churches and claimed these to be Christian churches.
Several Christian denominations, including the Presbyterian
Church, the Episcopal Church, and the Methodist Church,
are at risk of splitting over the issue of homosexuality.

Those who reinterpret the biblical teaching on
homosexuality usually reach the following conclusions:

1. The traditional teaching is wrong because of
mistranslations from original languages including
Hebrew and Greek. Example: the passages in
Genesis and Romans.

2. The traditional teaching is wrong because it applies
only to ancient cultures and is not relevant to
current society. Example: the passages in
Leviticus.

3. The traditional disapproval of homosexuals refers
only to a small subgroup of homosexuals. Most
homosexuals are not included in the condemnation.
Example: the passages in Corinthians and Timothy.

4. The traditional teaching is "out-of-context" from the
original meaning of the passages at issue.
Example: Gay pastor Troy Perry considers chapter
one of Romans to be on idol worship. Thus the
condemnation of homosexuality should apply only
to homosexual activities directly related to idol
worship.

In this article, “Pro-Gay Theology” refers to the arguments
put forth by homosexual activists to support same-sex
relationships. Responses to Pro-Gay Theology will be
provided.
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The institute of marriage between a man and a woman is the standard of human
sexuality. There are myriad of passages in both Old Testament and New
Testament praising the heterosexual marriage.
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Old Testament and Homosexuality

1. Genesis and Homosexuality
a. God’s Creation Intent

According to Genesis, God created Adam in His own
image. God considered that it was not good for Adam to be
alone. Therefore He made Eve from Adam’s rib. God
established the institute of marriage and made Adam and
Eve husband and wife. They could unite together as one
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flesh. They could have children and rule over the earth
(Genesis 1:27-28; Genesis 2:18-24 NIV).

Gay activists claim that this account of God’s creation of
man and woman does not forbid homosexuality.

Response:

While it is true that this passage does not explicitly forbid
homosexual relations, it does provide the primary model for
sexuality by which other forms of sexual expression must
be judged. The male-female union, introduced in Genesis,
is the only model of sexual behavior consistently praised in
both the Old and New Testament. Not a single passage in
the Bible that mentions homosexual relationships does so
in anything but negative terms.

b. Sodom and Homosexuality

God’s destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah has been
viewed traditionally as punishment for their peoples’ sins,
including homosexuality. In fact the etymological root of
“Sodomy,” which means homosexual intercourse, comes
from the City of Sodom. In this story, God heard the great
outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah. He sent two angels
to visit the cities. Lot, a righteous man, took the angels to
his house as guests. When the inhabitants of Sodom
heard that Lot had visitors, all the men from every part of
the city, both young and old, surrounded Lot's house and
demanded that Lot bring out the visitors so the men could
have sex with them. The angels eventually saved Lot and
his family, and God rained down burning sulfur on Sodom
and Gomorrah, destroying the cities.

In his book Homosexuality and the Western Christian
Tradition published in 1955, Anglican priest Derrick S.
Bailey was the first to claim that the sin of Sodom was
inhospitality rather than homosexuality. Bailey believed
that Christians traditionally mistranslated the Hebrew word
yada. Yada, according to Bailey, merely means, “get
acquainted with” and is not related to having sexual
relations. This viewpoint was widely adopted by supporters
of homosexuality.

Some claimed that the real sins of Sodom, according to
Ezekiel 16:49 (NIV), were due to people “.. arrogant,
overfed and unconcerned [who] did not help the poor
and the needy.” These offenses have nothing to do with
homosexuality.

Response:

The Lord is a god of love and mercy and is slow to anger.
Unless the people of a city have committed great sins, He
is very unlikely to destroy the city (please see the Book of
Jonah). It is unreasonable to believe that the sin that led to
the destruction of Sodom by God was merely inhospitality,
as Derrick S. Bailey claimed. Further, contrary to Bailey’s
research, the Hebrew word yada appears at least 15 times
in the Old Testament in reference to sexual relations. If the
demand of the Sodomites did not have a sexual context,
why did Lot called it a “wicked thing” (Genesis 19:7 NIV)?
Why did Lot offer his two virgin daughters to the men
instead?
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Although homosexuality is not listed in Ezekiel, the Book of
Peter and the Book of Jude clearly show sexual immorality
as a sin of Sodom.

“..by turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction,
making them an example of what is going to happen to
the ungodly; and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly
distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked.”

(2 Peter 2:6-7 ESV)

“Tust as Sodom and Gomorrah and the
surrounding cities, which (ikewise indulged in sexual
immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an
example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.”

(Jude 1:7 ESV)

2. Leviticus and Homosexuality

According to Leviticus, homosexuality is one of many
abominable practices punishable by death.

“Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with
womankind: it is abomination.
(Lev 18:22 KJV)

If a man also lie with mankind, as he (ieth with

a woman, both of them have committed an

abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their
blood shall be upon them.

(Lev 20:13 KJV)

Supporters of homosexuality argue that prohibitions in
Leviticus are culturally bound to the ancient Israelites. The
Hebrew word toevah (translated as abomination in the
above text) indicates idolatry and ceremonial impurity, not
sexual immorality. Thus ceremonial homosexuality, not
homosexuality per se, is condemned.

Response:

Cultic prostitution was practiced in the ancient Middle East.
Indeed, the Laws of Moses prohibit the daughters and sons
of Israel from becoming cult prostitutes (Deuteronomy
23:17). However toeba is used frequently in Old Testament
(Ezekiel 43 times, Proverbs 22 times, Deuteronomy 17
times, Jeremiah 8 times, for instance). It indicates a wide
array of offenses and does not always refer to idolatry and
ceremonial impurity.

In Leviticus, homosexuality is prohibited along with other
sins including adultery, incest, and bestiality. All are
prohibited in the New Testament as well. If one buys the
argument that homosexual practice is prohibited only in
cultic prostitution while allowed on other occasions, then
one also has to accept adultery, incest, and bestiality as
prohibited in cultic prostitution but allowed in other
situations. No serious reader of these passages could
accept such a premise. Further, the practices condemned
in Leviticus 18 “defiled the land” before the Israelites
entered it, meaning God considered the behaviors wrong
whether practiced by Jews or Gentiles (Leviticus 18:27
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Some of the dietary and ceremonial restrictions are no
longer applicable to Christians because Christ’'s sacrifice
fulfiled the requirements (Hebrews Chapter 9, 10;
Galatians 3:10-13). However, the laws related to ethics
have not been abolished. They are also taught in the New
Testament. Jesus Himself said He did not come to destroy
the Law, but to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17 KJV).

3. David and Jonathan

Homosexual activists frequently claim that David and
Jonathan are homosexual lovers. They often quote the
following biblical verses:

“After David has finished talking with Saul,
Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he
loved him as himself.”

(1 Samuel 18:1 NIV)

“... But Jonathan was very fond of David...”
(1 Samuel 19:1 NIV)

“«

Then they Rissed each other and wept
together - but David wept the most.”
(1 Samuel 20:41 NITV)

T grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you
were very dear to me.”
(1 Samuel 1:26 NIV)

Response:

If one reads the biblical text carefully, it should be obvious
that the books of Samuel are describing a noble ideal of
true friendship, which has nothing to do with a sexual
relationship. David considered the love shared between
friends to be even more meaningful than sexual love.

That David and Jonathan “kissed each other” during their
tearful parting had nothing to do with romantic kissing. In
the Middle East, family members and friends greet each
other with a kiss on each cheek, a custom with no sexual
connotation.  This custom, also common throughout
Europe, is reflected in the New Testament as well: “Greet
all the brothers with a holy kiss” (1 Thessalonians 5:26 NIV)

In the original text of 1 Samuel 19:1, the Hebrew word
chaphets was used, meaning “joy of the heart.” This word
is never used in the Hebrew Bible to denote sexuality.
Similarly, the phrase “Jonathan became one in spirit with
David” (1 Samuel 18:1 NIV) signifies the depth of sincere
friendship between David and Jonathan. It does not say
David and Jonathan became “one flesh,” which signifies the
unity reserved for a man and a woman within marriage
(Genesis 2:24 NIV)

Finally, David and Jonathan were evidently heterosexual in
behavior, for both married and both fathered children.

2008/9/588 2% | 5 |
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New Testament and Homosexuality

1. Paul’s Writings and Homosexuality
a. Romans and Homosexuality

Romans gives a clear condemnation of homosexuality. It is
the only book in the Bible that describes female
homosexuality.

“For this reason God gave them up to
dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged
natural relations for those that arve contrary to
nature; and the men [(ikewise gave up natural
relations with women and were consumed With
passion for one another, men committing shameless
acts with men and receiving in themselves the due
penalty for their error.”

(Romans 1:26-27 ESV)

Homosexual activists claim that Paul does not understand
homosexuality. True homosexuality is innate, an inherited
trait. Therefore, what is natural to homosexuals is to have
sex with partners of the same gender. Paul's
condemnation refers to heterosexuals who want to have
homosexual intercourse.

Other supporters of homosexuality argue that Paul is
discussing idol worship in chapter one of Romans.
Therefore what Paul condemns is only homosexual
intercourse related to idol worship, not other homosexual
activities.

Response:

There is nothing in Paul's writing to suggest that he even
recognized such a thing as a “true” homosexual versus a
“false” one. He simply condemned all homosexual
intercourse as unnatural. Paul chose the Greek words
arsenes and theleias to describe men and women. The
words emphasize biology, not psychology (such as sexual
orientation). Paul referred to natural or unnatural in terms
of body structure and function. All sex between men or sex
between women is unnatural.

Currently, no credible scientific proof establishes that
homosexual is inborn. On the other hand, evidence
indicates that homosexuality is related to abnormal
psychological development during childhood. Further, even
if homosexuality were inborn, this would not be enough
reason to declare it not a sin. Should a heterosexual man’s
inborn interest in the female be a reason to justify
fornication? Should someone with inborn poor temper be
absolved of hurting others? We all have our weaknesses,
but God also grants us control over our behaviors.

In the beginning of Romans, Paul points out man’s rebellion
and decision to worship creation rather than the Creator.
His condemnation of homosexuality, however, is not related
to idol worship. In the following passages, Paul condemns
many other sins including unrighteousness, evil,
covetousness, malice, envy, murder, strife, deceit

(Romans 1:29-31 ESV). If one takes the argument that
homosexuality is only sinful when related to idol worship,
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then one has to conclude that all these wrongdoings are
also sins only in relation to idol worship. This argument is
absurd and illogical.

Paul does not suggest that a person first worships idols and
then decides to engage in same-sex relations or other
wrongdoings. Rather, he is suggesting that men’s general
rebelliousness created an environment for various types of
sinful activities including homosexuality. All sins started
with humanity’s rebellion.

b. 1 Corinthians and 1 Timothy

Know ve not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, mnor idolaters, mnor adulterers, mnor
effeminate [Greek malakoi], nor abusers of themselves
with mankind [Greek arsenokoitail, nor thieves, nor
covetous, mnor drunkards, mnor vrevilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

(1 Cor 6:9-10 XJV)

Knowing this, that the law is not made for a
righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for
the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane,
for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for
manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile
themselves with mankind [Greek arsenokoitail, for
menstealers, for liars, for pevjured persons, and if
there be any other thing that is contrary to sound
doctrine;

(1 Tim 1:9-10 XJV)

In letters to Corinthians and Timothy, Paul pointed out that
homosexuals could not inherit the kingdom of God. In the
original text in Greek, he used two words. The first was
arsenokoitai, the other malakoi.

Homosexual activists claim that Paul condemned only male
prostitution and not male homosexuals in general. They
believe arsenokoitai referred to male prostitutes and also to
those who had sex with boys. malakoi also referred to
male prostitutes and to men cross-dressed as females.

Response:

arsenokoitai is composed of two Greek words, arsane and
koite. The former refers to [male] while the latter means
[bed]. The Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the
Old Testament widely in use at Paul's time, employs these
two words in Leviticus in reference to male homosexuality
(18:22 and 20:13). The words did not refer to prostitution or
sex with boys.

malakoi appears among a list of vices. People who commit
these vices are not allowed to enter the kingdom of God.
Cross-dressing as female does not seem to be enough of a
sin to warrant such a serious penalty. Malakoi, however,
also refers to the passive partner in male homosexual
intercourse. The person in this role is frequently effeminate
in nature and dresses as a woman.

By using the terms arsenokoitai and malakoi, Paul referred
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to both the active and passive partners of homosexual
intercourse. So it is reasonable to conclude that whether or
not prostitution or sex with boys is involved, all forms of
homosexual intercourse are condemned.

2. Centurion and Servant

In Matthew 8:5-13, we see a Roman centurion request that
Jesus heal his servant who suffers from paralysis. Jesus is
moved with compassion and heals the servant from a
distance. Jesus also commends the centurion for his faith.
Rev. Tom Horner, however, saw a homosexual motif in this
story. He stated that Matthew used the word pias when
referring to the servant and that this term often described
the younger lover. Thus, the centurion’s concern for the
servant was born not of brotherly but of romantic love, and
Jesus was fully aware of their same-sex relationship. So,
by healing the servant, He offered an endorsement of their
love.

Response:

Although the centurion’s love for his servant is
unquestionable, the conclusion that their love is sexual is
dubious.  Other words for a homosexual lover were
available at the time Matthew recorded this event, so he
could have described a sexual relationship between men
much more clearly.

Further, the implication that if Jesus healed someone He
approved of his or her life in general is clearly mistaken.
Jesus’ healing is an act of grace and not an act of reward
for merit. Jesus healed many people in mass settings
(Matthew 4:23; 8:16 NIV), curing all who were present. Are
we really to assume that every patient who came to Jesus
for healing was living a righteous life, which would merit His
touch of approval? Obviously not.

3. Eunuch and Homosexuality

In his book Jonathan Loved David, Rev. Tom Horner
suggests that during Jesus’ teaching on divorce, He
mentioned homosexuals favorably when referring to
‘eunuchs’ in Matthew 19:12 (NIV):

There are eunuchs who were born thus from
their mother’s womb, and therve are eunuchs who are
made eunuchs by men, and therve are eunuchs who
have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of
heaven’s sake. He who is able to accept it, let him
accept it.

Horner stretches the definition of the term eunuch to
include homosexuals. He even believes that God promises
to bless the homosexuals because it was recorded in
Isaiah,

To the eunuchs I will give them an
everlasting name that shall not be cut off (56:4-5 NIV).

Response:

This argument is inaccurate and misleading, as it
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distorts the meaning of the term eunuch. The Hebrew word
used in each Old Testament reference to eunuchs is cariyc,
taken from a root word meaning “to castrate.” In the New
Testament, the term eunouchos means “a castrated
person, or an impotent man.” Either way, the unambiguous
meaning of the term had nothing to do with sexual
preference or homosexuals.

4. Teaching of Jesus

People who support homosexuality frequently state that
They
then infer that since Jesus did not consider homosexuality
an important issue, neither should we. Further, Jesus did
not forbid this behavior; therefore this is not a bad or

Jesus said nothing about same-sex relationships.

harmful behavior.

Response:
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This argument is misleading and illogical for several
reasons. First, although the Gospels did not record Jesus’
teaching on homosexuality, that does not mean that He
was silent on the topic. The Gospels do not profess to be
complete accounts of Jesus’ life and teaching. If everything
that Jesus did had been written down, even the whole
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fﬁ & o FI"?‘ J32E 2 EWFE' BRI E Fﬁ LAl J[H spoke in the most specific terms about God’s created intent

Pl for human sexuality. From the beginning of creation God
made them male and female. For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
the two will become one flesh. What God has joined
together, man should not separate. God never joined two
men together or two women together. There is no reason
to believe Jesus’ teaching on homosexuality is different

from what is recorded in Genesis.
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There is not a single passage in the
Bible that gives praise to homosexual
relationship.

Conclusions
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When studying the Bible, we need to open our hearts to
allow the light of the scripture to shine in every corner of the
inner self. We must be willing to practice God’s teaching.
We must not interpret the scripture in light of our own
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passage in the Bible gives praise to homosexual
relationships. Shouldn’t those who insist that homosexual
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relationships are pleasing to God reconsider their position?
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Myths and Facts of Homosexuality

James Lau, M.D., M.A. (Bioethics)

Homosexuality is a frequently heated subject of debate
these days. However, much erroneous information
surrounds this issue. In order to have a meaningful
discussion and arrive at the appropriate conclusions, it is
necessary to separate the myths from the facts.

Myth One: Homosexuals Are Inborn

In the early 1990s, a few reports implied that homosexuals
are born that way. These reports were widely publicized by
the mass media, and many people came to believe that
science had established that homosexuality is inborn.
Many, however, did not realize that all these reports were
heavily criticized for their poor methodology, incorrect
assumptions, and misleading conclusions. In the last
fifteen years, no credible report has shown that
homosexuals are inborn. Reports that are commonly
guoted include the following:

(1) In 1991 a gay scientist named Simon LeVay reported in
Science that the INAH3 area of hypothalamus (a small part
of the brain) in homosexuals is smaller than that of
heterosexual men. He thus implied that homosexuality is an
inborn characteristic. However, INAH3 has never been
shown to relate to sexuality in humans. Furthermore, many
of the homosexual subjects he studied died of AIDS and it
is known that AIDS can alter the hormonal environment of
the body. Thus the differences in size of INAH3 could be a
result of homosexuality rather than the cause of it.

(2) In 1991, psychologist Michael Bailey and psychiatrist
Richard Pillard reported a study of homosexual brothers in
the Archive of General Psychiatry. They found that 52% of
male homosexuals who were identical twins had a twin
brother who also was gay. The study implied that
homosexuality is a genetic condition. However, the results
of this study actually pointed to the influence of
environmental factors. If homosexuality were a purely
genetic condition, then both twins would have been
homosexual in 100% of the pairs.

(3) Dean Hammer is a gay scientist. He published an
article indicating that male homosexuality is due to a gene
located in the X-chromosome. A group of Canadian
scientists repeated his study and published their report in
Science in 1999. They could not find any relationship
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between the X-chromosome and male homosexuality.

Homosexuals may believe that their homosexual feelings
arise naturally. However, this impression is related to early
psychological development. Researches by psychologists
Elizabeth Moberly and Joseph Nicolosi have shown that the
relationship between homosexuals and their parents of the
same gender are bad or poorly developed (e.g., absent
parents) during childhood. What the homosexual needs as
an adult is to develop a normal relationship with people of
the same gender to fill the wvoid of psychological
development left by their parents. However, these
relationships frequently develop into same-sex erotic
attractions.

Myth Two: Homosexuals Cannot Change

Some psychologists and psychiatrists insist that
homosexuals cannot change because the condition is
inherent. (This statement is illogical, consider the many
congenital and inherited medical conditions that can be
changed with treatment.) On the other hand, clinical
studies have shown that many homosexuals can and do
change. This can happen following various types of
treatment, including psychoanalysis, directive behavioral
sex therapy, reparative therapy, and religious counseling.

The strongest proof that homosexuals can change is the
fact that countless numbers of homosexuals have already
abandoned the homosexual lifestyle. Some now enjoy a
normal married life with children. Some have joined various
gay-ministries to provide support and help for homosexuals.
The testimonies of former homosexuals are very
encouraging for those still struggling with same-sex
attraction. Examples of gay ministries include Exodus
International, Love in Action, Desert Stream, Spatula
Ministries, and AIDS Resource Ministries (ARM).

Myth Three: Homosexuals Are an
Underprivileged Group

Many feel that homosexuals are an underprivileged group
that needs protection. Homosexuals, on the contrary,
actually possess great political and economic power. There
are many gay and lesbian organizations. Many private
companies and government agencies openly support
homosexuals. Strong political organizations including the
ACLU and the Democratic Party provide major support for
homosexuals. On the other hand, individuals and
organizations that do not agree with a homosexual agenda
are frequently sued. The Boy Scouts of America does not
allow homosexuals to be scout leaders and was sued.
After years of legal battle, the United States Supreme Court
ruled in favor of the Boy Scouts of America. According to
the U.S. census, homosexual families have incomes higher
than those of average families.

Myth Four: Homosexuality Is Harmless

Homosexuals claim that their lifestyle is harmless.
However, numerous research studies tell a different story.
Homosexual activities are harmful physically and
psychologically. The two main reasons leading to health
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problems in homosexuals are related to multiple sexual
partners and practice of anal intercourse. According to a
report from the American Medical Association in 1990,
homosexual youths are 23 times more likely to contract
sexually transmitted diseases compared with heterosexual
youths. In 2007, the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention reported 62% of the cumulative total of AIDS
cases among males in the United States has been in men
who have sex with men. San Francisco is a city with large
numbers of homosexuals. The rate of sexually transmitted
disease and hepatitis is several times the national average.
Incidents of genital warts, scabies, and domestic violence
are several times higher among lesbians compared to other
females. Several studies reveal that the average life span
for gay men and lesbians is 10 to 20 years shorter than that
of the general population.

Myth Five: Gay Rights Are Civil Rights

Civil rights refer to rights belonging to a person by virtue of
his status as a citizen or as a member of civil society.
These constitutional rights have never been denied to
homosexuals (unlike the historical experience of blacks and
women). The civil rights movement is a movement to fight
for people who possess certain inborn, innocuous
characteristics (such as skin color, sex, race, and country of
origin) when these characteristics became the basis of
discrimination. Homosexuality is not inborn, and
homosexual behaviors are harmful. Besides, many laws
already give protection to homosexuals. If we put the pro-
gay movement on equal footing with blacks’ or women'’s
civil rights movements, it is an insult to the supporters of the
latter two.

Myth Six: Same-sex Relationship Is the Same
as Traditional Marriage

Many believe that same-sex relationships are no different
from normal marriages: a long-term relationship with a
single spouse. However, a unique characteristic of the
same-sex relationship is that it involves multiple sexual
partners. In the lifetime of a male homosexual, he may
have several hundred or even over a thousand sexual
partners. Many of these sexual encounters are among
strangers. According to the studies of Paul Van de Ven,
published in the Journal of Sex Research, only 2.7% of
homosexuals claimed to have had only one sexual partner.
In the Netherlands, where same-sex marriage is legalized,
the average duration of each same-sex marriage is less
than two years.
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Helpful Resources on Homosexuality:

2%V
exodus-international.org
narth.com
freetobeme.com
peoplecanchange.com

exodusyouth.net
gaytostraight.org
frc.org

regenbooks.com
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The strongest proof that homosexuals
can change is the fact that countless
numbers of homosexuals have already
abandoned the homosexual lifestyle.
Some now enjoy a normal marvried life

with children.

How Should Christian Churches
Respond to Homosexuality?

James Lau, M.D., M.A. (bioethics)

Holiness and Repentance

A church that cannot uphold the biblical standard of
holiness is a pathetic church. Such a church cannot be the
salt and light of society. Indeed, many churches today fail
to respond and act appropriately toward sins such as
adultery, fornication, pornography, prostitution, and human
trafficking, among others. Moreover, wrongdoings are not
uncommon among church members (fornication, for
example). Clearly, the church must repent of her
immorality.

In the past, some churches did not address the needs of
homosexuals. Frequently, churches condemned
homosexuals and seldom granted them help and
acceptance. Many homosexuals therefore could not seek
healing and comfort in the church. The church must repent
of its hostility toward homosexuals.

Uphold the Truth; Resist the Immorality

If the church wants to be a beacon of light in society, then it
must not compromise with the secular world. Today, many
churches have degenerated into mere community centers,
providing meeting places for social gatherings while
ministers turn their backs to the vices in society. These
churches should take note of the warning that Jesus gave
to the church in Sardis: “Wake up, and strengthen what
remains and is about to die, for I have not found your
works complete in the sight of my God. Remember,
then, what you veceived and heard. Keep it, and
repent. If you will not wake up, I will come (ike a thief,
and you will not know at what hour I will come
against you. Yet you have still a few names in Sardis,
people who have not soiled their garments, and they
will walk with me in white, for they are worthy.
“(Rev 3:2-4 ESV)

The actions of gay churches and those churches that
approve of homosexual activities encourage homosexuals
to continue their sinful way of life. This is a path of death
and destruction. They should heed Jesus’ condemnation
to the church in Thyatira: "But I have this against you,
that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself
a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants
to practice sexual immorality and to eat food

| 2008/9/781 2% | 13 |
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“And such were some of you. But
you were washed, vou were
sanctified, you were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and
by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor 6:11

ESV).
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sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she
refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. Behold, I
will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit
adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation,
unless they repent of her works” (Rev 2:20-22 ESV)

To be able to teach her members, the church must
understand the truth in the Bible. She should be the
conscience of society and uphold a high ethical standard.
This is not a popular role: it frequently draws attacks from
the secular world. The city of San Francisco, for example,
recently passed a resolution condemning the teaching of
the Vatican and Christian churches on homosexuality,
stating that it is an insult to the residents of the city. In the
book of Revelation, the words of Jesus to the church in
Philadelphia offer encouragement to churches under
assault or persecution: "I know your works. Behold, I
have set before you an open door, which no one is able
to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet
you have kept my word and have not denied my
name. ...Because you have kept my word about patient
endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that
is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell
on the earth. I am coming soon. Hold fast what you
have, so that no one may seize your crown.” Rev 3:10-11
(ESV)

Healing and Acceptance with Love

Although homosexuality has never been proven to be
inborn, to many homosexuals the same-sex attraction
seems natural. This is due to abnormal psychological
development in childhood. Many homosexuals
experienced a lack of parental love while young; some fell
victim to sexual abuse. The church should love them and
accept them just as it loves and accepts other sinners.
Counseling and assistance should be provided to steer
homosexuals away from their harmful lifestyle. Exodus
International is an international Christian organization that
provides professional help to homosexuals and can be
contacted to assist homosexuals struggling in the church.
(www.exodus-international.org)

According to studies by the National Association for
Research and Therapy (www.narth.com), most
homosexuals show a decrease in or elimination of same-
sex attraction after treatment. Indeed, many homosexuals
have been successfully treated and are now married with
children and enjoying their new freedom from same-sex
desire.

Homosexuality is not pleasing to God. However, if one
repents and is willing to change, one can be saved by
Jesus’ precious blood, as the apostle Paul said: “And such
were some of you. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lovd
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor 6:11
ESV).
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Reflecting on Marriage

Daric Lee, Th.M.

Debates on marriage abound nowadays and people have
many varied understandings of the definition of marriage.
As Christians, we are to reflect on and critique social issues
on the basis of biblical truth. So let us revisit the meaning
of marriage.

Origin of the Institution of Marriage

Regarding the first marriage in human history, Genesis
2:18-24 has the following depiction:

Then the LORD God said, "It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for
him." ... So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall
upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs
and closed up its place with flesh. And the vib that the
LORD God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. Then the man
said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken
out of Man." Therefore a man shall leave his father
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh.

(Gen 2:18, 21-24 ESV)

This passage obviously shows that God instituted
marriage: — God saw that it was not good for man to be
alone, so he provided man with a helper. From these
verses, we can also get a deeper understanding of the
meaning of marriage: — God channels his blessings to
humankind through marriage. The meaning of marriage will
be further discussed in the following exposition.

Purpose and Meaning of Marriage

A major reason that God provided Adam with a helper was
that it was not good for Adam to be alone. Hence,
companionship is an indispensable component of marriage.
In the journey of marriage, husband and wife keep each
other company, encourage each other, and join hands
together through the thick and thin of life. This
companionship is not confined to a certain stage in
marriage but is a lifelong promise, as marriage is to be a
relationship and a covenant that lasts until the end of one’s
life. “What therefore God has joined together, let not man
separate.” (Mt 19:6; see also Mal 2:14). Marriage should
not be ended haphazardly. This teaching certainly runs
opposite to the licentious attitude we see demonstrated in
the epidemic of divorce.

God’s intent for the helper is that she assists Adam in ruling
over the earth, which God had entrusted to him in the
beginning (Gen 1:28). It follows that the couple partners
with one another and that they each offer support to one
another as they journey through life. As the husband and
the wife come from different backgrounds, they bring
unique experiences and personalities to the marriage. Yet
they complement one another in family, work, and ministry,
exemplifying the full meaning of synergy. Marriage speaks
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volumes about God’'s providence for humankind as He
blesses them through marriage.

God created woman by taking a rib from man. That was
why Adam described Eve as “bone of my bones and flesh
of my flesh” (Gen 2:23). We see from Adam’s words that
the marital relationship is as intimate as it can be, so
intimate that husband and wife become one flesh. Not only
does marriage alludes to physical intimacy, but this union
also implies a cleaving to each other in the spiritual
dimension. As the two become one flesh, they signify their
commitment to the other. Without sacrifice, commitment,
and communication, the marital union would be rendered
meaningless. Because of this relationship, marriage needs
to be cultivated and maintained, enabling the couple to
grow deeper in their relationship and individual maturity.

When marriage was instituted, God unequivocally premised
it on the foundation that it is a union of one man and one
woman. Our society is filled with all kinds of whimsical
notions of marriage, and traditional marriage is under heavy
assault. The biblical truth precludes the existence of
marriage beyond that between a man and a woman. It
furthermore rebukes the notion of polygamous
relationships. In a secular society, these truths help
position us in affirmation and defense of the true meaning
of marriage.

From Genesis 1:27-28 we know that God created man and
woman in his own image. He intended them, moreover, to
"be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it. ”
Procreation, therefore, is inherent in the institution of
marriage.

Conclusion

Marriage is as old as human history. The marital
relationship is also the most intimate among all human
relationships, so much so that the New Testament uses the
analogy of marriage to portray the relationship between
Christ and the Church. In such times as these, when the
norm is to have no norms, it behooves us to seek the
authentic meaning of marriage and to defend it in the face
of its detractors. Though marriage may appear a mystery,
with reflection we are able to gain a profound
understanding of both God’s divine wisdom manifested in
the institution and his care for humankind. It is fair to say
that marriage is a good channel for us to come to a fuller
appreciation of God's providence. Equipped with a biblical
reflection on marriage, we will, one hopes, all seek to value
more and to preserve the divinely ordained relationship.

The author is a board member of Chinese Christians for
Justice.
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