


Tony Slattery’s ‘Dark Space’

Exhaustion, stress propelled comedian into
devastating two-year depression

By Elizabeth Grice

The Telegraph

There are two versions of what has been hap-
pening to the actor, comedian and game show

host Tony Slattery during his long sabbatical from

stage and screen: his own and his psychiatrist’s.

His version requires a few moments’ quiet concen-

tration.

According to Slattery, he suffers from endo-
genous clinical depression — the kind that “comes
from nowhere and hits you like a wall of shit.”

The latest and nastiest manifestation, he says,
produced an unusual sleep disorder. “There were
narcoleptic episodes — in which there were irre-
sistible days of sleep — followed by phobic epi-
sodes, when sleep was utterly impossible.
Hypervigilance, I think it's called. It's ruinous.
That was followed by a period of social with-
drawal, apathy and self-questioning.”

His psychiatrist expressed himself more baldly:
“Yes, well, 1 think you've lost it — big time,” he
told Slattery.

Whichever diagnosis you prefer, it was the cul-
mination of two years’ distress, during which Slat-
tery shut himself up in his vast unfurnished
domain near Tower Bridge, staring at the wall.
Or, as he puts it: “I would sit on my own in a dark
space, howling at the moon in a pool of self-ha-
tred and utter emotional and physical stasis.”

He stopped opening letters and bills. When the
bailiffs called, mystified that he was neither bank-
rupt nor insane, he would apologetically write
them a cheque and shut the door again until the
next time. He cut himself off from all his friends
but managed to visit his much-loved elderly par-
ents once a week so they wouldn't be worried
about him. “When I walked up that garden path, I
was determined not to let them see the change in
me. 1 was pretty good at it, but I think they began
to suspect in the end.”

The public, however, did not. One columnist
kindly assumed he had “gone into that interesting
limbo where stars go after a period of over-expo-
sure.” For a decade, he had rarely been off the
screen, appearing in Whose Line is it Anyway?
with Clive Anderson, Saturday Night at the Mov-
ies, The Music Game, S & M, That’s Love, Ps and
(s, and Kenneth Branagh'’s film Peter’s Friends.
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“People do not forget Tony Slattery any more
than a boxing crowd forgets the fighters in a fight
between rounds,” said the columnist. “Mr. Slat-
tery is just between rounds, that's all.”

Actually, Slattery was sagging heavily on the
ropes and, towards the end of last year, he was
out for the count. Just before Christmas, a tabloid
newspaper reported that he had been admitted to
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Slattery... from page 2

a London clinic suffering from
“booze and cocaine addiction”.
“If only it were as simple as
that. If only I'd had enough fun
to merit that,” he says, furiously
combing his hair back with his
fingers and staring into a cup of

times, he seems to be laughing
at his textbook erudition; other
times, he plays the plain lay-
man. “Clinical depression isa
cunning little bastard; it's pro-
tean and it can change,” he says.
“You think you know where you

That is Slattery all over. One minute
indulging in the most exotic
psychobabble, the next minute
collapsing into basic vernacular and
allowing a self-deprecating grin to
ripple over his stubble.

black coffee. Meaning? “Too
many central nervous system
stimulants, prescribed or other-
wise. “What are they?” “Drugs.
Not street drugs.” “Where did
you get them?” “You can get
them through doctors. They
used to be called slimming pills.
I was taking them at toxic lev-
els, so 1 was awake night after
night. After days of acute sleep
deprivation, I was beginning to
hallucinate. It wasn’t for pleas-
ure or partying, like getting
high at Stringfellow’s club every
night, but to perpetuate a sense
of utterly isolated self-loathing.”

So you had a nervous break-
down? “It's easy journalese to
describe it as a nervous break-
down,” he admonishes. “But I
think that pretty much de-
scribes it, yeah.”

That is Slattery all over. One
minute indulging in the most ex-
otic psychobabble, the next m-
inute collapsing into basic
vernacular and allowing a self-
deprecating grin to ripple over
his stubble.

Long exposure to medical
and pharmacological journals —
for many years, he has read lit-
tle else — has rubbed off, giving
him an obsessively clinical ap-
proach to his condition. Some-
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stand with it, and then the next
time you wake up and the
clouds are there, it can have a
couple of other mood disorders
up its sleeve.”

He lays the blame on exhaus-
tion and stress. “Imagine a box
of fireworks; eventually they all
burn out. 1 had been working
non-stop since leaving univer-
sity. After years of being the
cheeky, chirpy chappie, light
ent., suddenly | became de-
railed.”

It seems astonishing now

his own weakness and bitter-
ness and blackness,” says Slat-
tery. “That’s why the part struck
a chord with me; I recognised I
could do it properly.”

He hopes that the film will
mark the end of his dilettante
image, and usher in a new era
of serious work and personal
stability. “This is me trying to
get back into the swing of
things,” he says. “Some of my
nastier symptoms have evapo-
rated and I now feel more like
the person [ was about three
years ago.”

Tony Slattery has usually
come across on his chat and
quiz shows as a bit of a rude
boy, frighteningly fluent and
funny but with a manic streak,
and often pushing the bounda-
ries of decency. In private con-
versation, he is rather proper,
considerate and amusing, with
a baroque use of the English lan-
guage. “Words are loaded pis-
tols,” he is fond of saying. “You
use them at your peril.”

He agrees that his reputation
may have suffered from com-
parison with the careers of his

He had a surprisingly happy
childhood — though, being Slattery,
he cannot help wondering what “can
of worms” regressive psychoanalysis
might unearth if ever he decided to
try it.

that Slattery surfaced from his
bleak phase long enough to ac-
cept a part in a new film, Up 7’
Under. The director, John God-
ber, had been impressed by his
performance in the West End
play, Neuille’s Island (1994),
and invited him to be Reg
Welsh, the oily, vindictive man-
ager of a West Yorkshire ama-
teur rugby side. “Welsh feeds on

three luminous contemporaries
in the 1980 Cambridge Foot-
lights Revue — Stephen Fry,
Hugh Laurie and Emma
Thompson — but says he
doesn’t mind. “I've just gone on
a different route. The gears
have stalled occasionally, but it
has been financially good for

e Slattery, page 4
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Slattery... from page 3

me. I have blown alot of it, of
course. But I feel lucky.”

He had a surprisingly happy
childhood — though, being Slat-
tery, he cannot help wondering
what “can of worms” regressive
psychoanalysis might unearth if
ever he decided to try it. He was
the fifth and youngest child of
Irish working-class parents who
came to England seeking work
after the war. The birth of his
sister, Marlene, was followed by
the arrival of triplets, Michael,
Stephen and Christopher — and
then Tony.

Being outside the triplets’
special circle, he spent a lot of
time on his own — again, not
minding. But he deliberately
chose to go to a different school
from theirs — Gunnersbury
boys' grammar in West London
— then run by Jesuits with a
sharp line in irony.

“The school was frozen in
time. You expected Sexton
Blake to come in at any moment
and say: ‘Boys, there's been a
murder’.” But what happened
during his first religious lesson
was far more dramatic. One of
the Jesuits took his place at the
front of the class with a handful
of unconsecrated Communion
wafers, flinging them to the
floor and grinding them under
his heel.

“Hosts! They should have
been in a chalice,” gasps Slat-
tery. “We were close to fainting.
We thought it was some kind of
Satanic ritual. One boy slumped
forward.”

After a dramatic pause, says
Slattery, the priest disclosed
that the wafers were manufac-
tured in a factory in Hounslow.
No transubstantiation had
taken place, therefore they were
not the Body of Christ. It was in-
tended as a lesson in inde-
pendent religious thought and
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taught him to question the shee-
plike following of Irish Catholi-
cism.

“That's a lot of psychological
warfare to take in at an early
age,” says Slattery, who was
awestruck by the sheer theatri-
cality of the moment. “How
could you, a 12-year-old, possi-
bly relate such an episode to
your parents when you went

bedsits and at the other end,
beaglers from Magdalene who
would go out each day and
shoot deer in the head. There
was everything in between.”
Now 38, he has been notori-
ously disinclined to form lasting
relationships and has lived
alone for a long time. One of his
most rewarding female attach-
ments is with the comedienne

[ Slattary] cannot heip wondering
what “can of worms” regressive
psychoanalysis might unearth if ever

he decided to try it.

home for baked beans on toast Helen Lederer, whom he met
for tea?” on a touring comedy show

When he was 14, Slattery called The Happy Hour. Itisa
made his first significant jour- platonic friendship and he says
ney away from the Stonebridge  they don't have to see each
housing estate in north London  other to remain close.
— a school trip to Cambridge. He answers with vague good

He was fascinated by its calm
and architectural splendour: no
graffiti, no one urinating
against the walls, people sitting
on the grass and being nice to
each other. “It was like going
through the looking glass, it re-
ally was.”

He won an exhibition to read
medieval and modern lan-
guages and, until he met the
Footlights brigade, thought he
might be an academic — his spe-
cial subject being the religious
ecstasy of Spanish poetry in the
early 16th century. But “getting
up on stage and hearing laugh-
ter took over.”

As a poor scholarship boy,
Slattery is often assumed to
have been out of his depth
among a snooty Cambridge
elite. But he says this is far from
true.

“Cambridge was a university
of 10,000 students. At one end,
you got Marxist separatists mak-
ing petrol bomb devices in their

humour when the subject of his
sexual orientation comes up.
“I've never talked about what [
do with my external genitalia.
That's all. It’s not about girls or
about being gay or bisexual or
asexual. Perhaps there isn't a
word for what 1 am, or perhaps
my sexuality can be regarded as
‘work in progress’ and can
change from month to month.”

He is more concerned to be
exact about his psychological
state. “I am coming through a
bleak time and I desperately
don’t want to do any special
pleading. Articles that start ‘My
brave battle against booze and
drugs and depression’ make me
want to throw up.”

He believes the bad times are
over. But after two years of “liv-
ing just next door to Satan,” he
cannot be sure exactly how
close he has moved to the an-
gels. @
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Smllarnln from page 1

edge Stellar hasn’t had that
large of a mass mailing before,”
said this writer.

Another posting indicated
the bigger problem might be
simple indifference to a conven-
tion devoted to general science
fiction themes, in an era when
Xena-cons, anime-cons and
other specialized events are
seemingly nudging the science
fiction market toward fragmen-
tation.

“Do people take Stellar for
granted, or are they just luke-
warm about the general science
fiction convention theme?" said
this posting. “Do perhaps they
confuse Stellar with the cyclical
Dallas Fantasy Fairs in their
minds, so that missing one isn't
a critical thing?”

Whatever the case, Stellar, at
age five, has gotten generally
good reviews on the program-
ming front, for guests ranging
from the hard-science emphasis
of space activists G. Harry Stine
and Ben Bova, to the consistent
Babylon 5 media emphasis,
which has brought several mem-
bers of the cast together with
Dallas fandom (some folks who
saw Jerry Doyle at Stellar Two
might still be chuckling), to a re-
liable, core crew of local and re-
gional writers, artists, dealers
and characters.

Admittedly, the notices have
been less positive when it came
to a few messy matters of logis-
tics. (Ask Cat Conrad what he
found under the bed at the first
Stellar, for example.)

And then there was the down-
town Harvey a couple of years
later, with such things as the art
show put in somewhat obscure
corners, and an odd layout that
forced people to spend a great
deal of time shuttling on widely-
spaced elevators.

Tarriel Cell
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A few programming miscues
caused minor stumbles here
and there as well.

But none of those things by
themselves would seemingly be
enough to sink a con—especially
when one considers this is the
same bunch, in many respects,
that has hosted a very success-
ful anime convention for almost
a decade.

Stellar Occasion just might
be the logical successor to the
departed Dallas Fantasy Fairs.
Then again it may not. This
year's show—and its turn-
out—may tell the tale.

The fifth edition is planned
for September 18th-20th at the
Sheraton Dallas-Brookhollow, I-
35 and Mockingbird Lane. Ho-
tel rooms are $59.00 plus tax
per night.

The usual Babylon 5 empha-
sis will be present. Stephen
Furst, "Vir” on the show will at-
tend, as will Ed Wasser, the de-
vious “Mr. Morden”. Wasser
atended two years ago and
those who attended then will re-
call recall how sublimely he and
the other guests played off each

other. Rounding out the media
guest lineup is Tim Thomerson
of Trancers fame.

The written part of the genre
will also be well-represented,
with Vampire Files author P.N.
Elrod, Katherine Kimbriel, and
other word mechanics attend-
ing.

Art guests include comic
cover artist Brian Stelfreeze,
sculptor David Gray, Joy-Marie
Ledet and others.

The website touts Stellar as
“aimed at providing a place
where fans of all kinds of media
- comic, anime, science fiction,
fantasy, can go to have some
fun, meet celebrities, famous
writers, artists, ete and just basi-
cally have a good time sharing
their interests.”

Now, is all this worth your
parting with $30 (pre-reg ticket

rice) and perhaps the cost of a
otel room for a weekend?

You decide — and think
about this: that sometimes
there's a tendency on the part of
some folks to not miss some-
thing until it's gone.4p

II'he ORAC World Wide Web
ite has received the Luck-
man “Best of the Web" award.

This puts the ORAC site
among the top 25,000 Web
sites among 150,000 rated and
reviewed by editors. The site
was rated three stars for con-
tent, four stars for design, and
three stars for flow.

The Luckman “Best of the

Web” index is at www. bofw,com.
The ORAC web site is at

ORAC Site Wins
‘Best of Web’ Award
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The gray change bar indi-
cales entries new or U
sinee the last issue.

Unless otherwise stated,
prices are stated for delivery o
U.5. addresses. Those living in
other countries should send o
self-addressed envelope with
two [RC's for price information.
Postage is not included unless
stated atherwise.

# indicates a club or let-
terzine with which we exchan
newsletters. These can be
at ORAC meetings.

Please inform Tarriel Cell if
you have any problems ordering
any of the items listed.

Fanzines: Available

Badlands. Multimedia.
SASE for information. Ann
Boudreau, 304-314 Broadway
Ave,, Winnipeg MB R3C 085

Beloved Ad , (B7-
PGP). Also sequel A Delicate
Balarwce, $15 br/$17 fc each. If
ordered together, $27 br/$29
fe. Kathleen Resch, PO Box
1766, Temple City, CA 91780.

Best of- 2. £280
seaf£3.70 air. (Checks to "Hori-
zon, the B Appreciation Soci-
ety™) Ann , 66 Sherwood
FPark Rd., Sutton, Surrey
SMI 258G

Bizarro Coloring Al-
bum. $15. Also Bizarro Zine.
Issues 1-4 §15 each. Linda
Knights (see separale listing)

Blake's Doubles 1-4, B7
novellns (2 per issue). #1 $14
U5/ %18 elsewhere. #2 §17
US/$20 elsewhere. #3 $18
US/522 elsewhere. #4 $20
US/524 ehsewhere. Linda
Knights (see separate listing)

The Cost of the Cheese-
board. A sequel to The Tolally
Imaginary Cheeseboard and
The Other Side of the Coin. $12
US/Canada, $20 elsewhere.
Beth Friedman, 4242 Minne-
haha Ave. 5., Minneapolis, MN
55406

Deadlier Than The Male
(B7). $20 US, $22 Canada, $24
Europe, $26 Pacific. JoAnn
MeCoy, 2580 [-25 North,
Pueblo CO 81008-9614

Derelicts is o lourth-sea-
son Blake's 7 zine. £5.50 in UK,
E6in Europe, £7 USA, E7.20
Aus/NZ. Judith Proctor, 28
Diprose Rd., Corfe Mullen,
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 307,
England

Desting is Morgan & O'Cul-
lane's anthology of BY stories.
$23 US/527 elsewhere, Linda
Knights (see separate listing)

DSV, Issue 2 out; also seek-
ing submissions for issue 3. Ce-
leste Hotaling-Lyons, 28
Chestnut St., Everett MA 02149

The Epic. E6.35 sea/EB.50
air. ( to "Horizgon, the B7
Appreciation Society™) Ann

, 66 Sherwood Park Rd.,
Sutton, Surrey SMI 256

Fifth Season (B7). Classic
anthologies are being remas-
tered. SASE for pricing informa-
tion, Linda Knights (see
separate listing)

Gambit (B7). Jean Gra-
hem's anthology is now avail-
able again after a yearout of
prinL. #1, 2, 4 §18 US/$22 else-
where, #3, 5 $19 US/$23 else-
where. #6-13 $20 US/$24
elsowhere. #14 $23 US/$27 else-
where. Linda Knights (see sepa-
rate listing)

Gateway to Time
(DW /B7). Clubzine of the 5t
Louis CLA. Issue 5 $£11.50. [ssue
6 $12. P.O. Box 733, 5t. Louis
MO 63188

Ghost, Gth season story in
four parts. Part | §7, parts 2-4
%8 ench; payable in cosh or add
45 for checks. Judith Seaman, 3
Blithfield Gardens, Chellaston,
Derby DEF IXQ

Hortzon. Clubzine of Hori-
zon. Issues 6, 11, 12,13, 14, 15,
16, 17 £3.25 sea/£4.60 air each.
Issues 7, 9, 10 £3.10 sea/£4.15
aireach. Issues | and 8 (com-
bined) £4.45 sea/£5.80 air.
(Checks to “Horizon, the B7 Ap-
preciation Society”™) Ann Steele,
66 Sherwood Park Rd., Sutton,
Surrey SM1 25G

The Horizon Blake's 7
Colouring Book. 20 pages of
illustrations. 90p sea/EL75 air,
(Checks to "Horizon, the B7 Ap-
preciation Society”) Ann Steele,
66 Sherwood Park Rd., Sutton,
Surrey SM1 258G

The Horizon Blake's 7
Technical Manual. Parts |
and 3 each E5.30 sea/E6.35 air.
Part 2 £5 sea/£6.30 air,
(Checks to *Horizon, the B7 Ap-
preciation Soclety”) Ann Steele,
66 Sherwood Park Rd., Sutton,
Surrey SM1 25G

The Horizon Interviews.
E£4.60 sea/E5.90 air, (Checks to
“Horizon, the B7 Appreciation
Society™) Ann Steele, 66 Sher-
weoend Park Rd., Sutton, Surrey
"y zicbemxﬂy e

Ja 114 ist
entire gen saga by Sheila Paul-
son, available in 4 parts sold
scparately. Parts 1-4 $26; parts
5-8, $20; parts 9-13 $22, part
14 £12. (Prices USS$ cash from
Proctor directly.) Judith Proc-
tor, 28 Diprose Rd., Corfe
Mullen, Wimborne, Dorset
BH21 3QY, England or Linda
Enights (see separate listing)

Last Stand at the Edge
af the Weorld (B7). Ashton
Press follow-up novel Lo City at
the Edge of Forever, $18
115/$22 elsewhere. Sequel
Shadow at the Edge 15
LIS/ $19 elsewhere, Linda
Enights (see separate histing)

Linda Kmghts agents
many fanzines from many fan-
doms. SASE for current flyer
and price list. Linda Knights,
KnightWriter Press, 6202 Oak
t, Sumas, WA DB295-
8232Visa/MC accepted. Checks
payahle to Linda Knights. All or-
ders carry flat $2 handling fee
per order,

Limitations. Single story
rinebya mdnﬂhl wrilers
including rvn Andersen,
Jean Graham, Michelle Moyer,
Judith Proctor, David Sander-
son, and Susan Schnitiger. Sec-
ond season, all characters, bul o
better role for Gan than he nor-
mally gets, UK £2.20, Europe
£2.70, USA E3 or §5 cash,
Aus/NZ £.30. Judith Proctor,
28 [nprose Rd,, Corfe Mullen,
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 30V,
England

The Machiavelli Factor
by Lillian Shepard is a Blakes 7
genzine. E11.50 UK, £12.50 Eur,
£14.50 USA, £15 Aus. Judith
Proctor, 28 Diprose Rd., Corfe

when wml‘mgﬁrqﬁ:n.

Mullen, Wimbarne, Dorset
BHz21 30V, England

Neutron Flow (multime-
din). Clubzine of the Whoosier
Network. Issue 3 $3. 304 Blufl
S, Crawfordsville IN 47933-
1232

Perivale Expatriale
(W) is devoted to the Doctor's
companion Ace. $10 ppd. Jim
Zerkel, 12848 W, Playfield Dr.,
Crestwood [L 60445

Questions af the Past
(B57) is a collection of unpub-
lished Linda Knights stories.
$19 US/$29 elsewhere. Linda
Enights (see separate listing)

Refractions. Multimedia
genzine. lssue | UK E3, Europe
E4.10, US $7 cash. lssue 2 UK
£4.30, Europe £4.80, USA $10
cash. Judith Proctor, 28
Diprose Rd, Corfe Mullen, Wim-
borne, Dorset, BH21 30Y. US
agent: Beth Friedman, 4242
Minnehaha Ave. 8., Minneapo-
lis, MV 55406; inquire about

ricing. Australia/New Zealand:
or pricing contact Kathryn An-
dersen, 5 Epsom Ct., Donvale
VIC 3155.

Roads f;'a.t Taken festures
stories which spring from turn-
ing poinis in a I.d:Ys‘hdihﬂw
and toke the story in a different
direction. $22 ppd. Lorna
Breshears, 3700 Sutherfand
Ave. #F-5, Knoxville TN 37919

Serendipitous Scenarios
(multimedia). Clubzine of Ser-
endipily. Issue 3 $21 ppd. Also
secking submissions for luture
issues. Denise Loague, 4620 5E
26th St., Del City OK 73115

Serrated Seven (B7) is
Ashton Press” hurt /feomfort an-
tholagy. When you love Lo see
your heroes ache... $23 US/§27
elsewhere. Linda Knights (see
separate listing)

The Seven Live On. SASE
for information on issues 1-10;
issue #11 due soon, #12 in 1998.
K. Rae Travers, Bearly Spaced
Enterprises, 24 Cynthia Road,
Seekonk MA 02771

Southern Seven (B7). #1,
2,4,9 $23 US/$27 elsewhere.
#3, 6, B $22 US/$26 elsewhere.
#5 (double issue) $29 U5/533
elsewhere. #7 $24 US/$28 else-

ORAC’s home on the Weh! http://rampages.onramp.net/~jisham/orac.htm

e Peripherals, page 7
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Peripherals... from page 6

where. #10 §27 U5/531 else-
where. Linda Knights (see sepa-
rate listing)

Standard-by Several.
Clubzine of Several Unlimited.
Issue 2 $7.50 ppd. [ssue 3 $10
ppd. Issue 4 $11.50 prd. Alsa
seeking submissions for futune
issues. Several Unlimited, P.O.
Box 1766, Bellaire TX 77402

Star One and Star Twao,
UK £3.50, Europe E4.50, USA
£5or US $8 cash, Aus/NZ
E5.50. Eﬂror 51 discount when
pure! together. Also Star
Three, UK £12, Europe E13,
USA E15 or $24 cash, Aus/NZ
£16. Also accepting submissions
for future issues. (No US dollar
checks), Judith Proctor, 28
Diprose Rd, Corfe Mullen, Wim-
borne, Dorset, BH21 3QY

Strangers Among Us
(B7/ST). £2.70 seafE£3.50 nir.
(Checks to “Horizon, the B7 Ap-
preciation Society”™) Ann Steele,
66 Sherwood Park Rd., Sutton,
Surrey SM1 258G

Tents of Goth. Blake's 7
genzine. §7 plus postage. Dauvid
R. Sanderson, 3784 W 3280 S,
West Va 1, LT 84120

Thmﬂnc;rzmmh Infin-
ity. $18 ppd. Also seeking sub-
missions for future issues.
Sherri Fillingham, P.0. Bex
686, Washington Grove MD
20880-0686

Trenchcoat 2 (DW). De-
voted to the eighth Doctor.
SASE for current pricing. James
Bow, 99 Krug, Kitchener ON
N2H 2X8

Trust, Like The Soul. §6
ppd. Empire Books, P.0. Bax
625, Murray KY 42071

The Voud Aflame, Like a
Bonfire. $8 ppd. Sharon Mon-
roe, 8175 Claymore Ave. E., In-
ver Grove His MN 55076

The Web, lssue 1 £3.25
sea/E4.60 air ppd. Issue 2
£2.70 sen/£3.50 air(Checks to
"Horizon, the BT Appreciation
Soclety™) Diane Gies, 18 Holt
Rd., North Wembley, Middlesex
HAD 3PS

What On Earth Hap-
pened To You? is an all-Roj
Blake zine dealing mainly with
what happened to him after
Star One until Gauda Prime and
bevond. $18. Delta Dome Press,
¢fo Nicole Petty, 3140 Tina
Lane, Marietta GA 30066-4312
© World Turned Upside
- Down (B7). Massive B7 novel
(552 pp.) printed as two vol-

umes but sold together. $34
U5/ 530 elsewhere. Linda
Knights (see separale listing]

Audio and Video

Anglicen offers sets of vid-
eos of their first four conven-
tions. $25 per set in VHS. P.O.
Box 75530, Seattle WA 08125

Dactor Who Video
Funzine. Compilation of skits,
spools, interviews, music vid-
eos, ete. $12 ppd. Other videos
available; SASE for flyer. Panda
Productions, P.0, Bax 51562, In-
dianapolis IN 46251

Travis: The Final Act is
an audio play which attempis to
analyze the character of Travis,
also includes interviews. £8
ppd. (Checks to "Horizon, the
B7 Appreciation Society™) Di-
ane Gies, 18 Holt Rd., North
Wembley, Middx, HAG 3PS

Together Again is a series
of interview lapes featuring
members of the Blake's Peast.
Tape 1 "Blake's Back™ features
Gareth Thomas and Paul Dar-
row, TaFc 2 *Liberatored” adds
Michoel Keating, and tape 3 “Ac-
tion" adds Stephen Greil. $15
each. Sheelagh Wells, 20a New
Road, Brentford, Midd:x.

TWE oNX

Your Personal Adven-
ture Theatre of the Mind is
a set of three audio tapes. Tape
1: A 3rd season Bloke's 7 story,
Fairy tales, Comedy, and tales
to scare you. Various suthors.
Tape 2: Two adventures by C.K
Smith. The first is Tears of the
Turtle where we find out why
perhaps, we should let sleeping
dragons lie, The second is »
timeless love story, The Prom-
ise. Tape 3: The Spooky Tape:
Romance and a European vam-
pire Count, Twitight Zone style
horror, Manslaughter ot the of-
fice, Suspense, poems and an all
American vampire. Various
authors. $7.50 each tape. Alice
Yount, P.O. Bax 31715, St.
Louis, MO 63131-0715.

Books

18BN numbers are included
for convenience in ordering
books from your favorite re-
tailer.

Blake's 7: The Inside
Story by Joe Nozzaro features
lots of &hﬂlﬂ and commentary
about the BBC series. Virgin
Books, 1997, 144 pp. Pa
0753500442, (Also available

from Space Rat Press, P.O.
Box 422, Park Ridge NJ
07656 for §22.99 ppd.}

Enterprising Women:
Television Fandom and the
Creation of Popular Myth.
By Camille Bacon-Smith, Lee-
turer in the Department of Folk-
lon: and Folldife at the
University of Pennsylvania. Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Press,
1961, 342 pp. Hardback O 8122
3068 I; paperback 0 8122 1379
J

Textual Poachers: Tele-
mzion Fans and Participa-
tory Culture, By Henry
Jenkins, Assistant Professor ol
Literature ot M.LT, Routledge,
1992, 304 pp. Hardback 0 415
Q0571 0, paperback 0 415
QI572 9,

Merchandise

Bookmarks. A screis of
seven bookmarks featuring the
ariginal Blake's 7 crew. $11 ppd.
Also available: Servalan book-
mark §3 ppd. Sheelagh J.

Wells, 204 New Road, Brent-
ford, Middx. TW8 oNX, Eng-
land

Bumper Stickers: two de-
signs, 1'% BY" and "My Other
Car Is A Scorpio”. E2 ppd. each,
E3.50 for both. (Checks to "Ho-
rizon, the BY Appreciation Soci-
ety”) Kathy Sterry, 8
Watercrook Mews, Wesilea,
Sunindon, Wilks. SN5 7AS

Calendar, 12-month
Blake's 7 photo calendar, Avail-
able starting any month you
wish. Each month has a color
telepic. Photos from first sea-
son, $16 US/$20 elsewhere,
Linda Knights (see separaje list-
irg)

Coffee Mugs: featuring Ho-
rizon logo and club motto, silver
artwork on black background.
£7.25 ppd. (Checks to "Horizon,
the B7 Appreciation Society™)
Gill Dunn, 38 Arderne Rd., Tim-
perley, Altrincham, Cheshire
WALS 6HLT

Note Pads: Five separate
designs, 50 sheets per At-size
pad. E1.75 sea/E£2.35 air per
pad, set of all five £6.50
sea/ £8.15 air. (Checks to "Hori-
zon, Lthe B7 Appreciation Soci-
ety”) Gill Dunm, 38 Arderne
Rd., Timperiey, Altrincham,
Cheshire WALS 6H.J

Photos. Seven beautiful

color photographs of Blake'’s 7
heroes, exclusive to the *To-

gether Again” collection. SASE
for fver. . Sheelagh J, Wells,
204 New Road, Brentford,
Midde. TWE ONX, England
Photos. Photo disk avail-
able with 40 first-season Blakes
7 photostelepics. Focus is on
Blake. Avon and Vila with some
Jenna, Gan, Cally. JPEG for-
mat, 320x240, for Windows.
10 US/ %14 other, Linda
Knights (see separate listing)
Print: B&W lithographed
print of Blake. Avon available
soon. $11 ppd. Sheelagh .J.
Wells, 204 New Road, Brent-
Jord, Middx. TWS oNX England
Prinis: Prints and photo
prints of media sctors. SASE for
catalog. Jean Kluge, 5462-A
Morganford Rd., St. Louis, MO
GI6-2337
Teddy Bears: 11-1/2-inch
Denna Stannis, 12-inch Berr
Avon, 13-inch Roj Bear-Lake,
more, all fully movable (jointed)
and costumed. SASE for photo-
flyer. Marian Mendez, 3500 E.
Ninth Lane, Hialeah FL 330153-
3120

Adzine s "an information
service for media fandom.” £3
per issue. Janet Ellicott, 43
Brooksbank House, Retreat
Plaes, Morning Lane, Hackney,
London Eo 6RN

Factsheet Five is "the de-
finitive guide to the zine revolu-
tion,” advertising zines of all
kinds, APA's, music, ete. $20
per vear bulk rate, $40 first
class, P.O. Box 170099, San
Francisco CA 94117-0009

Generic Ad Zine (GAZ)
features alphabetical listings of
fanzines by fondom. Star Trek
and ST:TNG listed in a separate
volume. Published quartery.
Muin volume $13 per year, Trek
uup{lmtnt $6.50 per year,
both $18 per year, Candace
Fulleine, P.0. Box 980744,
Houston TX 77008-0744

Media Monitor is a semi-
annual adzine. $6 per issue.
FPlastic Cow Productions, P.O,
ggwaam, Danville CA 94526~

81

APA's/Letterzines

Altazine is a Blake's 7 let-
terzine. Minimum £5 or $10
cavers one to two issues, de-

t=r Peripherals, page 8
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Peripherals... from page 7

pending on page count. In UK:
Neil Faulkener, Wellesley, 6
First Avenue, Cliftonuville, Mar-
gate, Kent, CT9 2L.G. In USA;
Judith Proctor, 28 Diprose Rd,
Corfie Mullen, Wimborne, Dor-
set, BH21 307

Con-Temporal is a
monthly convention listing. One
year $£30 in 1.5, 30 else-
where, Pegasus Publishing,
2501 W, Sublett Rd. #890, Ar-
lington TX 76017-5461

& Flotilla 13 is a multime-
dia writer's and artists not for
profit group, Dues are $12 4
year and submissions to the bi-
monthly NL, are required for
membership, We also use
genzine type material. SASE for
eurrent information. Alice
Yount, P.0. Box 31715, St. Louis
MO G313

Rallying Call is a quar-
terly APA devoted to Blake.
SASE forinfo. Sue Clere, 131
Baldwin Ave., Bowling Green,
OH 43402

Clubs
& Anglofans Unlimited
follows all aspects of British me-

dia and way of life. Bimonthly
newsletter Plain English. Dues
%7, sample issue $1.50. P.O.
Box 23626, Rochester NY
14692-3626

& Friends of Doctor
Wheo is the United States’ lang-
est active Doctor Who fan or-
ganization. Quarterdy
newsletter, Dues £7.50. P.O.
Bax 14111, Reading PA 19612

# Horizon, the B?-tp-
preciation Soctely, is the
FAginnl ad Tncgnet Diake's 7
fan group. Publish Horizon
newsletter, other books and
merchandise. Dues for four
newsletters (about two vears):
US/Canada E18 pir/£12.50 sea;
UK E10; Europe E12.50;
Aus/NZ E19.75 air/£12.50 seq.
Please send SAE + $1 bill for
complete price info and zine
list. Kathy Sterry, 8§ Water-
crook Mews, Westlea, Swindon,
Wilts. SN5 7AS

& ORAC covers Blake's 7
and other media fandoms.,
Based in Dallas-Fort Worth
area. Bimonthly newsletter Tar-
riel Cell. Dues $12 in US, US$13
in Canada, US%18 elsewhere.
Outside US please pay by postal
money order. F.0. Box 566123,
Dallas TX 758356-6123

& The Pharos Project is
based in Toronto and follows
British science fiction TV, Quar-
terdy club magazine Singularity.
Annual dues $10, ¢/o Andrew
Gurudata, 1021-2690 Battle-
Jord Rd., Mississauga ON
LsN 3Ro

P.N. Elrod Fan Club fol-
lows the author of The Va
Files series. Quarterly el-
ter, sutographed button, dis-
counts. Dues $10 in US, $12
elsewhere, P.O. Bax 100362,
Fort Worth TX 76185

Report, Dues 8 (checks to
UINIT). Paul Scott Aldred, 22
West Druid Hill Ave., Randolph
MA 02368-5211
# Whoosier Network fol-

lows Doctor Who nnd other Brit-
ish shows throughout Indiana.
Monthly newsletter Gallifreyan
Crazette, zine Neutron Flow.
Dues $10. 304 Bhyf St., Craw-
Jordsuville IN 47933-1232

Where To Write

Glymis Barber, cfo Suzy
Shaper, 174/8 N. Gower St.,

“Peripherals” is your
column! If you have any
new or updated items to
include in “Peripherals,”

please send them to:

“Peripherals”
ORAC
P.O. Box 566123

Dallas TX 75356-6123 USA

# Prydonians of Prynce-

ton s one of America’s largest
fan-run science fiction media
clubs, Monthly newsletter Pry-
donian Renegade, Dues $12,
F.0. Box: 3194, Princeton NJ
08545-3194

& 50 Louis CIA is the 5t
Louizs area Doctor Who fan
club. Bimonthly newsletter
Time Lord Times, zine Gate-
way to Time. Dues $12. P.O.
Box 733, 5t. Louis MO 63188

# Serendipity Is a Doclor

Whofﬂi‘uhs 7 cdlub working to
return the two programs Lo the
airwaves in Oklahoma. Monthly
newslelter Sooner Time and
Space Traveller. No dues, but
send $1 for newsletter. Carol
Myers, 600 SW 134th, Box 27,
Oklahoma City OK 73170

# Several Unlirmited is
the Houston area Blake's 7 and
other media fan group. Bi-
monthly newsletter Notes from
the Underground, zine Stand-
ard by Several. Dues $12. Bax
1766, Belloire TX 77402

# US. Branch of UNIT
is 8 Doetor Who, science fiction
and British media fan club,
Monthly newsletter Trap One

London NW1 2NB.

Jan Chappell, ¢/o Diane
Gies, 18 Holt Rd., North Wem-
bley, Middx. HAD 3PS

Brian Croucher, ¢fo CCA
Fersonnel, 4 Court Lodge, 48
Sloane Square, London SWIW
BAT.

Paul Darrow and Janet
Lees Price, cfo Ann Bown,
Avon Fan Club; 37a Byllest
Ave., Old Basing, Basingstoke,
Hants, RG24 OHR.

Stephen Greff, ¢/o Scott
Marshall Assoc., 44 Perryn Rd.,
London W3 7NA

Mat Irvine, ¢fo BEC Vis-
unl Effects Dept., 250 Western
Ave., North Acton, London
W3 6.

Dawid Jackson, ¢fo
Joseph & Wagg Personal Mgt.,
2 Tunstall Road, London
SWeo BBN.

Michael Keating, c/o Nar-
row Road Co., 22 Poland 5t.,
London W4 3DD. (Michael has
requested Lhat fans not wrile, as
he is unable to reply to all the
fan mail he receives.)

Sally Knyvelte, ¢/o Shop-
herd & Lawrence Assoc., 84
Claverton St., London SWI.

Steven Pacey, c/o Barry
Bumett Org., Grafton House, 2
Golden Square, London W1,

Jaogquehne Pearce, ¢/o
CAM London, 19 Denmark St.,
London WC2H 8NA.

Josette Simon, ¢fo Mark-
ham and F tt Lid., 3 Wind-
mill 5t,, London W1.

Gareth Thomas, ¢/oJul-
ian Belfroge Assoc., 46 Albe-
marle 5t., London WiIX 4PP

Peter Tuddenham, ¢fo
BBC TV Centre, Wood Lane,
Lun;:-n wiz BQ'I;H.

eelagh Wells, ¢/o20A
New Road, Brentford, Middx.
TWE ONX.

Back Issues

The following back issues of
Tarriel Cell are still available at
§2 ppd. each unless otherwise
nated,

January 1988 Standard
by Denver; KERA-Blake'’s 7
Challenge; Review: Last Stand
at the Edge of the World

March 1988: Convention
Survival Kit; Standard by Den-
ver Part 2; Blake's 7: Robin
Hood in Space?; Destiny 11 Pre-
view; Reviews: DSV |; Last
Stand at the Edge of the World;
Afterlife

June 1988 Michael Keat-
ing in Dallas; Ann Wortham
and Leah Rosenthal interview;
Reviews: Destiny I1, Southern
Seven Jand 2

August 1988: Sold Out

October 1988: Sold Out

December 1988: Sold
Qut

February 1989: Mike Sey-
maour interview; The Frustrated
Fan; Gambit update

April 198%9: Sold Out

June 1989: Sold Out

August 1989 Avon: Loner
or Lunatic?; Masquerade Fre-
view; The Prodigal Returns;
Blake's 7's Back in o Big Way

October 1989: Blake, Blas-
ters and Ballistics; ORAC Dou-
bles KERA Commitment

Deceamber 1989: Sold
Out

February 1990: Wholest
preview; [n Defense of Tarmnt;
Blakes 7 TV Guide

April Egbgelﬁll: Conniption
preview; ion preview; TV
Guide update; Reviews: Kill the
Dead; Bloodlist

1 Peripherals, page 9
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June 1990: Of Sequels, Sto-
rvlines and Space Opera; Rebel-
lion preview; KERA renewal
update; Reviews: Star Cops;
Lifeblood

August 1990:
preview; The Klute's Chaim
EERA renewnl update; Reviews:
Rebellion; Brothers in Arms;
Log af the Hellhound Book 11

October 1990: ORAC In-
creases KERA Commitment;
Sea World Preview; Reviews:
Conniption; Orbit; Bloodeircle;
The Vor Game

December 1990: Mission
to Sea World; Second Annual
Incentive Amthn, Reviews:
SoonerCon; Conniption; Under-
currents; Gambit ; Survivors
(82.25)

February 1991: BEC
Video Releasing Blake's 7, Brit-
ish Satellite Merger; BBS Sur-
vey; The Klute's Revenge:
Previews: Star One, Wholest
‘01; Reviews: Art in the Blood;
Avon: On-Line 2

April 1991: Chris Boucher
in America; Reviews: Star One;
Psurrealcon; Circle Ouroboros;
Avon: On-Line 3 Fraud
(82.25)

June 1991: Will the Real
Roj Blake Please Stand Up?;
Chris Boucher and Sheslagh
Wells, Part 2; 1991 Hugo Nomi-
nations; Reviews: Whofest ‘91
(82.25)

August 1991: What's Love
Got To Do With It?; Reviews:
SomaCon 3.0; Dupemdu' Zen
and the Art of Rebellion; Fire in
the Blood (82.25)

October 1991 Avon Book
and Blake's 7 Video Releases;
Hugo Award Winners; KERA
Rencwal Hits All-Time High;
Survey Resulls

December 1991: Ten
Years After Blake; Was Gouda
Prime A Giant Con Game?; New
Club Dm;ﬁmhimngpdm

Fe 1992: Post-
Blake Blues; New Blake’s 7
Book Planned; Auction Resulls;
Review: The Other Side of the
Cain

April 1992: Blake and
Avon: Portrait of Trust?; Surod-
vars To Alr On KERA; Zine Up-
date

June 1992: Let Me Count
The Ways The World Ends;
1992 Hugo Nominees; Landing
Party Activities; Review: Blood

the Water

August 1992: Avon's
Ethos: An Invitation To Discus-
gion; The Doctor Is In; Count-
down to Pledge Drive; Review:
Survivors

Oclober 1992: Fifth Anni-
versun' Issue; KERA Renewal

Fa £500; Five-Year Tarriel
| Index; Dorian's Profile

December 1992: Room To
Let: Prefer Non-Smoking Rebel;
Landing Party Preparations;
Fan®) Nomination Form

1993: Sold Out

April 1993: Sold Out

June 1993: Blake's 7 Goes
ToThe Crossovers; Pledging for
Bhiﬂ' Con Repo

ugust 1993 Con rk:
Thundercon ‘93; KERA Re-
newal Update; Zine Review:
Zen and the Art of Rebellion 11

Oclober 1993: Book Re-
view: [, Strahd; KERA Renewal
Sets Another Record; Review:
Jurassic Park; 1s Fandom Slip-
ping Into McCarthyism?

Decenber 1993: Con He-
port; Visions '93; Book Review:
Red Death; Zine Review: Ten-
Credit Touch; Incentive Auction
Approaches

February 1994: |s Blake's
7 Moving to Cable? Stay Tuned;
Another New Life For The Doc-
tor?; Last Dance With KERA;
Club Auction Hits Record Total;
ORAC Treasurer Gets Onwn Fan
Club

April 1994: New Who Deal
Very Close to Completion; Con
Report: ConFrancisco; Zine Re-
view: Star One

June 1994: Merchandise
Update; Con Report: Me-
diaWest 14; Hugo, Campbell
Nominees Announced; To Re-
new Or Not To Renew?; Blake's
7 Easter Egg; British TV, Movie
Award Winners Named

August 1994: Peter Cush-
ing Dies; Red Duwarf Star
Jailed; State of the Stations;
The Klute's Ultimate Trivia
Challenge; Reviews: Death and
the Maiden; Galaxy Fair'o4

October 1994 Mualgrew

Bujold On Voyager,
Hugo Award Winners; The
Klute's Ultimate Trivia An-
swers; Doctor Who Novel
Schedule; Con Report:
ConAdian

December 1994: D/FW's
“Big Switch” Due July 1; Con Re-
port: Wha's 7, Stellar Occasion;
Leigh Arnold Recovery Fund

Sale; Incentive Auction Coming;
Biake APA Looking For Recruits

February 1995: Fox Says
No To Docter Who Pilot; BBC
Readies Two New Cable Chan-
nels; Incentive Auction Raises
Record $434; Doctor Who
Books Back On U5, Book-
shelves; Con Report: Visions 94

April 1995: Fox Doctor
Whi Deal Back On; Craig Char-
les Acquitted of Rape Charges;
James Herriot Tribute; Where
is All the Blake’s 7 Merchan-
dise?; Nebula Award Nomina-
tions

June 1995: New Doclor
Who Project Gains Writer; Con
Report: Con-Troll; Vila's Top 10
List; State of the Stations

August 1995: Con Report:
Big Bang 2; Emmy Nomina-
tions; Blake's 7 Books Banned
in America?; Finding the Al-
mokt Unfindohle

October 1995: Babylon 5:
The *Lost™ Episodes; Reviews:
Guns af the South, WorldWar,
Flag in Exile; ORAC's Internet
Addresses Change

December 1995: Blake's 7
Feturns To KERA; TNT Bays
Babylon 5 Reruns; Mystery Sci-
ence Theater Cancelled; Re-
views: The Lost World;
Cetaganda; A Few T
About Cur Future; Yes
Star Paul Eddington Dies

1996: Paul

MeGann Is The Doctor; Killing
Off The Other New Who; Mas-
ter, Companion Cast For New
Wihao; Club Auction Raises Re-
cord §452.50; Stations Start Ne-
gotiati yi'mj Renewal;
New Club T-shirts Available

April 1996: Con Report:

i 1996; Vampire Actor,
Vampire Author Team Up; New
Dector Who Airdate Set; Re-
view: Danee of Death

June 1996; Jon Pertwee
[¥ies; BBC Denies Blake’s 7 Se-
quel Report; Reviews: Fox Doc-
tor Who, Pastwatch:
Redemption of Christopher Co-
tumbus; Honor Among Ene-
mies; The Machiovelli Faetor

August 1996 Reviews:
WesterCon 49, Dallas Collectors
Convention, Independence
Day, Supercop, Eraser, Two
Crowns for America, Dagger
Magic; Men at Arms; Sci-Fi
Channel Plans Makeover,
MST3K Saved by Sci-Fi Channel

October 1996: BBC, Dis-
covery Plan $500 Million Deal;

inister

Babylon 5 Episode Takes Hugo
Award; K9 Damages Longleat
Exhibit; Forthcoming Doctor
Who Books; X-Files Scores Five
Emmys

December 1996: Reviews:
SoonerCon 12, Pattern of Infin-
zrgoﬂ. Few More Thoughts

t Our Future

February 1997: JMS On
Babylon 5 Season 5; Review:
Star Wars Special Edition; Club
Auction Nets $808; Hyacinth
Bucket Soon to Lond It Over US
Television

April 1997; Terry Nation
Dies; Imax: The Final Frontier;
Con Report: Conestoga '97;
Campaign Starts for Blake 7's
20th; Doctor Who In £22 Mil-
lion Lawsuit; BBC Takes Hits,
Hits the Road

June 1997 Babylon 5
Tokes On Big Questions; Re-
views: The Fifth Element, The
Lost World: Jurassic Park;
UTA Prof Tackles “Alien
Agenda”; “Smithee” To Direct
Smithee

A 1997: Claudia
Christian Leaves Babylon 5;
Blake's 7 Radio Drama To Be
Made; New Professionals Series
Planned; Star Trek Vegas Take-
ofl Slowed; Stellar Occasion:
Grand Experiment Gone Awry;
Mpr. Bean Smashes Onto Big
Sereen; Story, Chameters Make
Face/Off Compelling; Hugo
Nominees

October 1997: Tenth Anni-
versary Issue; Is Blake's 7 Fan-
dom Dying?; Men in
Blackwatch Invade WorldCon;
Babylon 5 Wins Hugo for Sec-
ond Year; Review: Event Hori-
zon

December 1997: Sydney
Newman Dies; Babylon 5
Comes to TNT; Annual Auction
Promises Action; Alternate His-
tories; Golden Globe Nominees;
Horrors! Strong Women High-
light Screamfest Revival; Clarke
Tums 80

February 1998: BBC
America [s On the Way; New
Blake’s 7 Audio Tape Enjoyable;
Review: What On gﬂh Hap-
pened to You ?; Hitchhiker Flags
Ride at Disney; The Gospel Ac-
cording to St Edmund?; When:
Mo Fan Has Gone Before; Vila's
Top Ten List

'ORAC’s home on the Web! hitp:/rampages.onramp.net/~jisham/orac.htm
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June 1990: Of Sequels, Sto-
rvlines and Space Opera; Rebel-
lion preview; KERA renewal
update; Reviews: Star Cops;
Lifeblood

August 1990:
preview; The Klute's Chaim
EERA renewnl update; Reviews:
Rebellion; Brothers in Arms;
Log af the Hellhound Book 11

October 1990: ORAC In-
creases KERA Commitment;
Sea World Preview; Reviews:
Conniption; Orbit; Bloodeircle;
The Vor Game

December 1990: Mission
to Sea World; Second Annual
Incentive Amthn, Reviews:
SoonerCon; Conniption; Under-
currents; Gambit ; Survivors
(82.25)

February 1991: BEC
Video Releasing Blake's 7, Brit-
ish Satellite Merger; BBS Sur-
vey; The Klute's Revenge:
Previews: Star One, Wholest
‘01; Reviews: Art in the Blood;
Avon: On-Line 2

April 1991: Chris Boucher
in America; Reviews: Star One;
Psurrealcon; Circle Ouroboros;
Avon: On-Line 3 Fraud
(82.25)

June 1991: Will the Real
Roj Blake Please Stand Up?;
Chris Boucher and Sheslagh
Wells, Part 2; 1991 Hugo Nomi-
nations; Reviews: Whofest ‘91
(82.25)

August 1991: What's Love
Got To Do With It?; Reviews:
SomaCon 3.0; Dupemdu' Zen
and the Art of Rebellion; Fire in
the Blood (82.25)

October 1991 Avon Book
and Blake's 7 Video Releases;
Hugo Award Winners; KERA
Rencwal Hits All-Time High;
Survey Resulls

December 1991: Ten
Years After Blake; Was Gouda
Prime A Giant Con Game?; New
Club Dm;ﬁmhimngpdm

Fe 1992: Post-
Blake Blues; New Blake’s 7
Book Planned; Auction Resulls;
Review: The Other Side of the
Cain

April 1992: Blake and
Avon: Portrait of Trust?; Surod-
vars To Alr On KERA; Zine Up-
date

June 1992: Let Me Count
The Ways The World Ends;
1992 Hugo Nominees; Landing
Party Activities; Review: Blood

the Water

August 1992: Avon's
Ethos: An Invitation To Discus-
gion; The Doctor Is In; Count-
down to Pledge Drive; Review:
Survivors

Oclober 1992: Fifth Anni-
versun' Issue; KERA Renewal

Fa £500; Five-Year Tarriel
| Index; Dorian's Profile

December 1992: Room To
Let: Prefer Non-Smoking Rebel;
Landing Party Preparations;
Fan®) Nomination Form

1993: Sold Out

April 1993: Sold Out

June 1993: Blake's 7 Goes
ToThe Crossovers; Pledging for
Bhiﬂ' Con Repo

ugust 1993 Con rk:
Thundercon ‘93; KERA Re-
newal Update; Zine Review:
Zen and the Art of Rebellion 11

Oclober 1993: Book Re-
view: [, Strahd; KERA Renewal
Sets Another Record; Review:
Jurassic Park; 1s Fandom Slip-
ping Into McCarthyism?

Decenber 1993: Con He-
port; Visions '93; Book Review:
Red Death; Zine Review: Ten-
Credit Touch; Incentive Auction
Approaches

February 1994: |s Blake's
7 Moving to Cable? Stay Tuned;
Another New Life For The Doc-
tor?; Last Dance With KERA;
Club Auction Hits Record Total;
ORAC Treasurer Gets Onwn Fan
Club

April 1994: New Who Deal
Very Close to Completion; Con
Report: ConFrancisco; Zine Re-
view: Star One

June 1994: Merchandise
Update; Con Report: Me-
diaWest 14; Hugo, Campbell
Nominees Announced; To Re-
new Or Not To Renew?; Blake's
7 Easter Egg; British TV, Movie
Award Winners Named

August 1994: Peter Cush-
ing Dies; Red Duwarf Star
Jailed; State of the Stations;
The Klute's Ultimate Trivia
Challenge; Reviews: Death and
the Maiden; Galaxy Fair'o4

October 1994 Mualgrew

Bujold On Voyager,
Hugo Award Winners; The
Klute's Ultimate Trivia An-
swers; Doctor Who Novel
Schedule; Con Report:
ConAdian

December 1994: D/FW's
“Big Switch” Due July 1; Con Re-
port: Wha's 7, Stellar Occasion;
Leigh Arnold Recovery Fund

Sale; Incentive Auction Coming;
Biake APA Looking For Recruits

February 1995: Fox Says
No To Docter Who Pilot; BBC
Readies Two New Cable Chan-
nels; Incentive Auction Raises
Record $434; Doctor Who
Books Back On U5, Book-
shelves; Con Report: Visions 94

April 1995: Fox Doctor
Whi Deal Back On; Craig Char-
les Acquitted of Rape Charges;
James Herriot Tribute; Where
is All the Blake’s 7 Merchan-
dise?; Nebula Award Nomina-
tions

June 1995: New Doclor
Who Project Gains Writer; Con
Report: Con-Troll; Vila's Top 10
List; State of the Stations

August 1995: Con Report:
Big Bang 2; Emmy Nomina-
tions; Blake's 7 Books Banned
in America?; Finding the Al-
mokt Unfindohle

October 1995: Babylon 5:
The *Lost™ Episodes; Reviews:
Guns af the South, WorldWar,
Flag in Exile; ORAC's Internet
Addresses Change

December 1995: Blake's 7
Feturns To KERA; TNT Bays
Babylon 5 Reruns; Mystery Sci-
ence Theater Cancelled; Re-
views: The Lost World;
Cetaganda; A Few T
About Cur Future; Yes
Star Paul Eddington Dies

1996: Paul

MeGann Is The Doctor; Killing
Off The Other New Who; Mas-
ter, Companion Cast For New
Wihao; Club Auction Raises Re-
cord §452.50; Stations Start Ne-
gotiati yi'mj Renewal;
New Club T-shirts Available

April 1996: Con Report:

i 1996; Vampire Actor,
Vampire Author Team Up; New
Dector Who Airdate Set; Re-
view: Danee of Death

June 1996; Jon Pertwee
[¥ies; BBC Denies Blake’s 7 Se-
quel Report; Reviews: Fox Doc-
tor Who, Pastwatch:
Redemption of Christopher Co-
tumbus; Honor Among Ene-
mies; The Machiovelli Faetor

August 1996 Reviews:
WesterCon 49, Dallas Collectors
Convention, Independence
Day, Supercop, Eraser, Two
Crowns for America, Dagger
Magic; Men at Arms; Sci-Fi
Channel Plans Makeover,
MST3K Saved by Sci-Fi Channel

October 1996: BBC, Dis-
covery Plan $500 Million Deal;

inister

Babylon 5 Episode Takes Hugo
Award; K9 Damages Longleat
Exhibit; Forthcoming Doctor
Who Books; X-Files Scores Five
Emmys

December 1996: Reviews:
SoonerCon 12, Pattern of Infin-
zrgoﬂ. Few More Thoughts

t Our Future

February 1997: JMS On
Babylon 5 Season 5; Review:
Star Wars Special Edition; Club
Auction Nets $808; Hyacinth
Bucket Soon to Lond It Over US
Television

April 1997; Terry Nation
Dies; Imax: The Final Frontier;
Con Report: Conestoga '97;
Campaign Starts for Blake 7's
20th; Doctor Who In £22 Mil-
lion Lawsuit; BBC Takes Hits,
Hits the Road

June 1997 Babylon 5
Tokes On Big Questions; Re-
views: The Fifth Element, The
Lost World: Jurassic Park;
UTA Prof Tackles “Alien
Agenda”; “Smithee” To Direct
Smithee

A 1997: Claudia
Christian Leaves Babylon 5;
Blake's 7 Radio Drama To Be
Made; New Professionals Series
Planned; Star Trek Vegas Take-
ofl Slowed; Stellar Occasion:
Grand Experiment Gone Awry;
Mpr. Bean Smashes Onto Big
Sereen; Story, Chameters Make
Face/Off Compelling; Hugo
Nominees

October 1997: Tenth Anni-
versary Issue; Is Blake's 7 Fan-
dom Dying?; Men in
Blackwatch Invade WorldCon;
Babylon 5 Wins Hugo for Sec-
ond Year; Review: Event Hori-
zon

December 1997: Sydney
Newman Dies; Babylon 5
Comes to TNT; Annual Auction
Promises Action; Alternate His-
tories; Golden Globe Nominees;
Horrors! Strong Women High-
light Screamfest Revival; Clarke
Tums 80

February 1998: BBC
America [s On the Way; New
Blake’s 7 Audio Tape Enjoyable;
Review: What On gﬂh Hap-
pened to You ?; Hitchhiker Flags
Ride at Disney; The Gospel Ac-
cording to St Edmund?; When:
Mo Fan Has Gone Before; Vila's
Top Ten List

'ORAC’s home on the Web! hitp:/rampages.onramp.net/~jisham/orac.htm
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Armageddon... from page 1

to dig a nuke into the surface of
the big rock and break it in half.
There’s a necessary compro-
mise between science and sci-fi
at this point. On the one hand,
action movie law dictates that
only the renegade character —
the outsider, the cop in trouble
with his superiors, the spy who
breaks all the rules — can get
anything done. Rules are for idi-
ots, right? On the other hand
the target audience is a little too
smart to buy ol’ Bruce learning
shuttle piloting in a couple of

and sensible by being even
more childish than Bruce is.
Most of the other riggers are
stereotypes — youngish blond
nerd, chubby mama'’s boy, big
muscular black guy. Steve
Buscemi is also hanging
around. I'm told he's quite a
good actor, but you can't prove
it here. He uses the same acting
tools he used in Con Air — basi-
cally, being a pale snaggle-
toothed guy who looks like a
child molester — but this time
he gets to say longer words.

On the one hand, action movie law
dictates that only the renegade
character... can get anything done...
on the other hand the target audience
is a little too smart to buy ol’ Bruce
learning shuttle piloting in a couple of

weeks. Also a production com-
pany that wants a good relation-
ship with NASA (much shooting
was done at real locations) can't
scorn real astronauts too badly.
So each shuttle has a crew of
two actual trained pilots, who
occasionally behave like astro-
nauts. Some of them even have
lines. The best developed are
Col. Sharp, who has some real
lines of dialog, and Watts, a
blond female pilot who has long
hair and breasts.

The bizarre-but-lovable oil
riggers go through a very com-
pressed form of astronaut train-
ing in another good set of
scenes, this time stolen from
The Right Stuff. Liv Tyler,
Bruce’s beautiful daughter,
hangs around being in love with
the youngest oil rigger and re-
acting to things. A.J. (Ben Af-
fleck) is a good-looking fellow
who makes Bruce look mature
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Rather than having to be scarier
than John Malkovich, he simply
has to be funnier than Bruce
Willis, a task easily accom-
plished by many small children.
After the two shuttles take
off, the screaming begins. Not
from meteor-stricken cities, al-
though we get some of that too.
These screams are coming from
audience members who thought
there might be some real sci-
ence and/or interesting storytel-
ling taking place. There's a
crappy Russian satellite (never
called Mir) with a crazed Rus-
sian on board. There are people
not only out-running but out
ladder-climbing explosions.
There's asteroid-dodging like in
The Empire Strikes Back. There
are evil military men who want
the problem solved their way,
even if it means the extinction
of the human race. There's fun
with nuclear weapons. There's

magic asteroid debris — no mat-
ter how many bits of rock are in
motion, the only people whose
helmets get shattered are minor
characters you didn't care
about.

There are sealed secret or-
ders, complete with handguns
for taking over the ship with.
There are drilling rig buggies,
two of them, which look exactly
like Starbug from Red Dwarf.
Why each buggy had a Gatling
gun mounted on top, I still ha-
ven't figured out. There are evil
Air Force guys who take over
Mission Control. There’s an
Evel Knievel scene. There’s
bomb activation, there’s endless
whining while the bomb timer
runs, there's bomb defusing.
They even sneak in the notori-
ous “cut the red wire — no, the
blue one” routine. There's the
guy who knocks out the other
guy and takes his place. There's
the hero who stays behind and
dies that others may live, beat-
ing the deadline with two sec-
onds to spare.

The entire last third of the
movie is a mishmash of tired
old action clichés. They spare us
nothing except “Let’s sneak
through the ventilation ducts”
and “Let’s knock them out and
steal their uniforms.” I can’t
think how we got so lucky. The
best thing that can be said
about the last part of the movie
is that the constant noise level
keeps you awake. This is also
the worst thing.

A special vote of sympathy
goes out to Billy Bob Thornton,
who plays a Deke Slayton-like
head of Mission Control with
much more grace and style than
the movie deserves. He had to
be there for this movie, but
there’s no reason for the rest of
us to suffer.4
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1998-99 TV Schedule

06:00 | 06:30 07:00 | 0O7:30 08:00 | 08:30 09:00 | 09:30
ABC{ The Wonderful World Of Disney 20020 The Practice
>| CBS 60 Minutes Touched by an Angel CBS Sundey Night Movie
4 |NBC Specials Dateline NBC NBC Sunday Night at the Movies
5 Holding the
@ | FOX |World's Funniest] by Simpsons | Feelin' Al Right The X-Files
WB Tth Heaven Sister,Sister | SmartGuy | Unhappily... [The Army Show]
07:00 | 07:30 D8:00 | ©O8:30 | 08:00 | 089:30
ABC Monday Night Football
The King of |Everybody Loves{ Brian Benban
) CBS Cosby " M g ; L. A. Docs
'E NBC Suddenly Susan| Conrad Bloom Cu‘nhcn;‘:n the Will & Grace Datsline NBC
*]
< [FoX Melrose Place Ally McBeal
UPN GuyslikeUs |  DiRests e Malcoim & Eddiel
w8 Tth Heaven Hyparion
ABC Home | o Highloys |  SpinCity | Sparts Might NYPD Bue
3 Improvernent ;
x| CBS JAG CBS Tuesday Movie
?[NBC Mad About You |Encors] Encorsl] Just ShootMe | Working Dateine NBC
I-:l* FOX King of the Hill | Costello Brimstona
UPN Moesha Clusless Mercy Point
Wi Butty The Vampire Slayer _ Falicity
Two Gurys, » Girl The Secret 0
}ABE Dharma & Greg ad P e, Drewv Carey Lives of Men 2002
-ﬁ CBS The Nanny | Maggie Winters| To Have and to Hold Chicago Hope
] 3rd Rock from
§ NBC Dateline NBC the Sun Newsfiadio Law B Drder
E FOX Beverly Hills 90210 Party of Five
UPN Seven Days Star Trek: Voyager
WB Dewson's Creek Charmed
ABC Mr. Chapel ABC Thursday Night Movie
| CBS Promised Land Disgnosis Murder 48 Hours
2INBC Friends | Al My Lifo Frasier  |Veronica's Closet| ER.
E FOX World's Wildest Police Chases | Hollyweird
WB Wayans Bros. | Jamie Foxr | Steve Harvey | For Your Love
: Boy Mests | Sabrina the Brothar's
ABC Two Of A Kind World T Witch : 2020
>| CBS Kids Say... | Candid Camers Buddy Faro Nash Bridges
T|NBC Trinity Dateline NBC Homicide
w - Living in ! Pra—
FOX Getting Personal Millennium
Captivity 9
UPN Legacy Love Boat
> ABC America's Funniest Home Vidaos Fantasy Island Cupid
T|CBS Early Edition - Martial Law Walker, Texas Ranger
2|NBC Wind on Water The Pretender Profiler
& [ FOX Cops | Cops America's Most Wanted
._J i
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All guest appearances are subject to professional comunitments.
o ng;mtes the corwention has a web site linked to ORAC’s home page.

Don’t forget to enclose a SASE whenwriting for information.

August 1998 September 1999

59 Bucconeer (56th WorldCon) 4 2-6 Aussiecon III (57th WorldCon) +
Location: Baltimore, Maryland. Member- Location: World Congress Centre, Mel-

ships: $130 until 6/15/98; $30 supporting. P.O.  bourne, Australia. Memberships: US$140 at-

Box 314, Annapolis Jet MD 20701 tending, US$35 supporting Guests: Gregory

September 1998 Benford, Bruce Gillespie. GPO Box 1212K, Mel-

bourne, 3001, Australia or PO Box 266,
18-20 Stellar Occasion V ¢ Prospect Heights, IL 60070-0266
Location: Sheraton Dallas-Brookhollow,

Mockingbird at I-35 (Stemmons Frwy), Dallas,

Texas. Rates $59. 214-630-5000. Member- 26-29 Conucopia (NASFiC)

ships: $30. Guests: Stephen Furst, Ed Wasser, Location: Anaheim Marriott, Anaheim, Cali-
Tim Thomerson, Paul Riddell, Brian Stelfreeze, fornia. Memberships: $70 thereafter; support-
Thomas K. Martin, P.N. Elrod, Judith Ward, ing $20. Guests: Jerry E. Pournelle, Richard and
Katharine Kimbriel, others. 2352 Broadway Nicki Lynch. S.C.LF.L Inc., P.O. Box 8442,
Blvd #470, Garland TX 75043 Van Nuys CA 91409

February 1999 August 2000

26-28 Redemption ‘99 31-9/4 Chicon 2000 (58th WorldCon)
Location: Ashford International Hotel, Ash- Loeation: Hyatt Regency Chicago, Chicago, 1I-

ford, Kent. Memberships: SASE for current linois. Memberships: $125; supporting $40.

info. Guests: Gareth Thomas, Sheelagh Wells, Guests: Ben Bova, Bob Eggleton, Bob and Anne

Joe Nazzaro. Judith Proctor, Waveney, 28 Passevoy, Harry Turtledove. P.O. Boc 642057,

Diprose Road, Corfe Mullen, Wimborne, Chicago IL 60664

Dorset BH21 3QY

April 4, 1998

Thirteen club members returned to Cat
and Resanne Conrad's house, The location
for the May 2 meeting was set for Russ and
Louann Miller's house in Waxahachie as
part of an all-day trip to nearby Scarbor-
ough Faire. Russ offered free use of their
house for rest, showers, and crash space to
all members during the entire Scarborough
Faire season. Brad Funkhouser, one of our
quieter long-time members, offered his
apartment for the June 6 mecting. The July
11 meeting is expected to be at the Balthrop
house in Plano. For the August 1 meeting,
which will take place one week before
WordCan in Baltimore, we will return to
the Conreds’. Roxanne Conrad also reported
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that the new, improved ORAC flyer is nearly
done and will be available for our admira-
tion at the May meeting. The club will do-
nate a token amount of money to KERA
again this year.

Sue Aycock, ourclub’s loken sane per-
son, announced thot she has taken early re-
tirement from the Adington public library.
We're sure the choice botween being sur-
rounded by books at work and being sur-
rounded by books st home was a tough one,
but it couldn't have happened to a nicer per-
SOM.

Late news: Roxanne's mother, Hazel
Longstreet, fell and broke a bone in her an-
kle recently. She is expected to recover, but
will be off her feet for a while.

May 2, 1998

Members discussed plans for a Memorial
Day party and (we should have known bet-
ter) a group viewing of Godsilla. The July
meeting will be held on July 4; instead of
moving the meeting to miss the holiday, the
meeting will be merged with a Fourth of
July party at the home of Tim and Mary
Miller. Proof copies of the new ORAC fiyer
were passed around and discussed. Plans for
the mostly-annual “Feel the Greatness™ trip
to Houston this fall were also discossed.
Members showed interest in either a return
to Space Center Houston, or a visit to the
Texas Renaissance Fair.

Tarriel Cell
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June 1998

6 Monthly Meeting
Meet at 4 p.m. at Brad Funk-
houser’s apartment, 930 Peach
St. #1411in Arlington. RSVP to
817-275-5809. See map 1.

July 1998

4 Monthly Meeting and

Celebrate Independence Day
at noon at Tim and Mary
Miller's house, 6528 Crockett
Court in Plano. RSVP to 972-
527-7068. Bring stuff to grill.
We'll have lots to do during the
day, plus fireworks at night! See
map 2.

25 Tarriel Cell Deadline

Exercise your submissive ten-
dencies! Send your newsletter
contributions to Tarriel Cell,
P.O. Box 566123, Dallas TX
75356-6123.

1 Monthly Meeting

Meet at 4 p.m. at Roxanne
and Cat Conrad’s house, 402
Plantation Drive in Arlington.

RSVP to 817-784-8062. See
map 3.

1998 Meeting Dates
Remaining meeting dates for
1998 are September 12, October

3, November 7, and December 5.

The Forward Scan
Calendaris on the next

page.

M Legacy ~_ Arl ingtnn
Mayfield
1S7 i 5 -
‘. £ Y | Plantation
- ; i [ ad &
Handol Ml 1 |l coffeyvile |~ £ ) SEN 2
¢| Arlington | EI* . ‘% £ S
3 ¥ S 38
M 2 Peach | & ﬁlanu T
Division [180] | Spring Creek
~ Fort Worth Mapsco B3F " Dallas Mapsco 558Y ~ Fort Worth Mapsca 97E
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Forward Scan Calendar

May 31 - August 1, 1998

uesday ednesday hursday Friday

June 1 June 2 June 3 June 4 June 5
8- Cat Conrad B Steven Pacey
B: Joanne Madge
June 7 June 8 \ June 9 \ June 10 I June 11 \ June 12 June 13
B: Calin Baker Corpun Chrity \ \
June 14 June 15 June 16 June 17 June 18 June 19 June 20
flay Day \ \ | \ Jurwreenth \ \
June 21 June 22 June 23 June 24 June 25 June 26 June 27
Fathar's Day H’wﬂhmw«mu B Sylvia Balthrop B: Brad Blokeman
SUTImEr bogin
June 28 June 29 June 30 July 1 July 2 July 3
Cangeda ﬂar CIRAL '
dmﬁiﬁnuﬁm
M-.Hm !1'2-52?-
July 5 July & July 7 Juiy 8 July 10 July 11
A [Pnd) Mary B: Jon Pertwee
and Tim Mitlor
SC: An bstine for
Murcler, 1587

July 12 July 14 July 15 July 16 July 17 July 18
B: J. Michan!
Stracrynski
MIQ B 3 .._.::'::::'.:::_:__:'.". b i

July 21 July 22 July 23 July 24
8 Joowi
Paderewsli
July 26 July 27 July 28 July 29 July 30 July 31
SC: Trivial Gamas
and Parsnor!
Pursvits, 1987

Latest ORAC information on the Internet: http://rampages.onramp.net/~jisham/orac.htm
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Read any good zines lately?
Let your fellow members know...

Submissions of zine and con reviews
are always welcomed.

Send your newsletter submissions to:
Tarriel Cell

ORAC

PO. Box 566123

Dallas TX 75356

E-mail: jisham@onramp.net

Multipurpose Response Form

! llwant anew ORAC T-shitinsze 1L ($10)[ I $10)__Doa @11 oot $11) |8
If not picking up in person, add shipping for T-shit $4 each $
Enclosed is my one-year membership at $12 (US), $13 (Canada), or $18 (elsewhere). $
L Check f renewal. (Outside US, please pay by postal money order,) o
I'd like to order these back ssues of Tarmef Cell (please specify). b
(Prices are listed in the Peripherals section.) :
I'd like to send a gift membership to a friend. Enclosed is $12 for memberships inthe US, $13 |$

wmmam. (Please enclose the recipient’s name and address with this |
J) _

|| m moving. Enclosed is my new address.

Address:

City: State/Prov.: Postal Code:

Please make checks/money orders payable to ORAC in U.S. funds.
Mail to ORAC, P.0. Box 566123, Dallas TX 75356-6123 USA.

Please allow six to eight weeks for delivery.

L S S . . T R

- O R R e o e o o O R S S R S R e B e me am m Ee EE E E ER E  E E  E e ES ee ee  mm omm mm
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Coming Next Week...

Compiled by Lee Whiteside | [*7\ /st ==o(
Babylon 5 ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ
(Wedhesdays, 7 pm, repeat 10p.m,, TNT} Wiy 22-Honer Among Theves (R)
June 3 Darkness Ascending / Juty 29: Change of Heart ()
e 10:Ad 4 My Drears, Tom Astinder Augus 5 In the Pale Moonight (7)
e 17 Moverments of Fre and Shacbw The X-File

(New episodss resume in Seplembe) seothesusbrye
Star Trek: Voyagar mﬂ;}wm
{Wedhesdays, 7 pm., KTXAZ); m]h:pﬁ.ﬂxm”m
repeet Sundaya 9 pm) June 21: The Aed and he Back (pat 2) ()
June 3; The Year of Hel, Fart 2 () June 28; Kl Switch (F)

June 10: Waking Momenss (/) July 5 Barf Bood (F)

dune 17: Message in a Bolte (F) July 12: Traveders (R)

28 Hnes R Jy 19: The Pine BUF Vasian! (R)
July 1: Frey (F) uly 26: Unusual Suspecs (F)
Qly & Relogped () Augis 2 Schimoeny ()

-ty 15; The Kiling Game, Fart 1 (F) i

Buffy the Vampire Slayer

2. Pat2
ﬂamﬂ%:iy W S

‘ (Tuesdays, 7 pam, KDAF/33)
Ao B One e e Wecare b heH )
Star Trelk: DS9S : miﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂ
Wednesdays, Tom, KDVZL: e 15 Bowibted. Evhered and Bovickred )
repect Sundays, 10p.m.) dne 22 Never kil 3 Boy on e Firsl Dte (R) .
June 10: The Sotnd of Her Voice Ane 23 Some Assembly Aequied (F)
June 17 Tears of The Prophes (Seeson Finde) Jne 29 The Pack (R)

June 30 inca Murmemy Girf (F)
Jily B: Robal, YouJane (F)

July 13 Anged (F)

Juby 14: | Only Have Eyes For You (R)
Jly 20 Nighimeres (R)

iy 21: The Dark Age (F)

ity 27" ivisibie Gir (F)

July 26: Sahodl Hard (F)

Lee Whiteside makes this list available
on o regular basis vio the Internet. To re-
otive it, send E-mail to:

with a message containing the instruction
“subscribe sftv” (without the quotes) on the
first line of the message.

"’/ﬁarrial Cell
/

ORAC
FP.0. Box 566123
Dallas TX 75356-6123 USA

Your membership expires on the last
day of the month shown on your
muailing label,





