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Pardon Me, Your
Swash is Unbuckled

Review by Louarm Miller
ive of us went to see The
Man in the Iron Mask on its

opening weekend and then ar-

gued passionately about it for
about an hour. I find myself
completely unable to rate this
movie on the traditional one to
five star scale. There's so much

right with it that it deserves a

high rating — and enough

wrong, on a different level, that

[ can't.

One reason it’s hard to judge
the movie by normal standards
is that it's a remake. Almost eve-
ryone is familiar with the story
— royal twins, one raised as heir
to the throne while the other is
raised in secret and finally
locked in the Bastille in the well-
known iron mask. When the
first twin turns out to be a bad
king, the heroes rescue the sec-
ond twin and put him in his
brother’s place. Suspense is not
the point; the idea is to get the
best use of a known plotline.

The original novel is by Alex-
ander Dumas, one of several se-
quels to The Three Musketeers.
It's been made as a movie many
times. You can see why — it's
(a) a costume drama with (b)
scads of swordfights and (c) sex
and romance and (d) stars
much-beloved characters who
are (e) in the public domain. It
films better than it reads. The

novel wanders around over sev-
eral years and far too many sub-
plots before killing off every
single hero at the end. Randall
Wallace is reasonably faithful to
the book, maybe too much so.

Randall Wallace
directed the film
as well as
writing it.
Perhaps that’s
the problem. A
really brutal
editor could do
wonders for this
movie. This is a
lovely film, when
it works.

You remember his screenplay
for Braveheart, which makes a
three-and-a-half hour movie
shoot by like ninety minutes?
Iron Mask attempts the same
feat in two hours and a bit, not
always successfully.

It's not that the movie lacks
good stuff; there's good stuff on
every hand. The movie has
more A-list actors than the
men's room at the Oscars, even
if you don’t eount Leonardo
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‘Cru=sade'=
Is A Go

Bahylnnian Productions will
produce an all-new origi-
nal series for Turner Network
Television called Crusade,
which will premiere on TNT
January 6, 1999.

“We've spent the last five
years building one of the most
complex and carefully thought-
out science fiction universes in
TV history,” explains Crusade
creator J. Michael Straczynski,
and creator/executive pro-
ducer of the Hugo and Emmy
award-winning series Babylon
5. “For most of that time,
we've been confined to the
Babylon 5 station. Now, in
Crusade, we will have the
unique opportunity to go out
and explore that universe in
considerably more detail, see-
ing strange new places and en-
countering ancient, forgotten
cities which hold secrets that
may mean life or death for
Earth. There are million-year
old vaults, opened at last; and
new races making first contact
with humans in addition to ex-
plorations of the dozens of
worlds established in the
Babylon 5 universe.”

In Crusade, with the threat
of the Shadows gone, all is
quiet on Earth — too quiet. An
alien race vows revenge for the
loss of the Shadows and aims
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‘Crusade’... from page 1

its wrath at humans, unleashing a deadly bioge-

netic plague. Only five years remain for the inhabi-

tants of Earth unless an Alliance ship, the
Excalibur, succeeds in its quest to find a cure for
the mutating plague.

Crusade launches with the two-hour TNT origi-
nal film A Call to Arms, scheduled to air January
3, 1999, In addition, an ancient vault filled with
relics believed to hold the secret to eternal life is
the centerpiece of the second made-for-TNT two-
hour movie, The River of Souls, airing November
8. Martin Sheen, Ian McShane and series stars
Tracy Scoggins, Jerry Doyle, Richard Biggs and
Jeff Conaway will headline TNT's third Babylon 5
full-length movie.

“The River of Souls and A Call to Arms both
help to set the tone for this new series by present-
ing first takes on a new form of science fiction for
television: archaeological SF, in which ancient se-
crets have an impact on current situations, and a
more action-oriented tone, with greater humor
and more emphasis on characterization. These
are for fun, a chance to break out and go nuts. I've
been doing angst for five years now; these films
are going to be a hoot,” says Straczynski.

John Copeland, producer of Babylon 5 and ex-
ecutive vice president of Netter says, “In our in-
dustry, it is rare to have the level of international
success that we have been so fortunate to attain
with Babylon 5. Our international audience has
been nothing short of steadfast in its devotion to
the characters and the stories of Babylon 5. Cru-
sade will continue in this vein; striving to break
new ground in special effects, character, plot and
ingenuity."4
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‘Iron Mask’... from page 1

“the cute kid from Titanic” Di-
Caprio. And every single one of
those actors gets at least one
good scene. That is perhaps the
problem, a lack of focus. Brave-
heart had just one central char-
acter, and the fact that he was
both the star and the director
(egotism is not always a bad
thing) kept the movie tightly on
track. In Iron Mask, you barely
get comfortable with one inter-
esting character when he's
whisked to the sidelines so that
somebody else can have a turn.
The pacing of the film is terribly
uneven. One scene may tie up
three sub-plots and start two
others within five minutes. A
few scenes later you're bored to
tears waiting for something,
anything to happen. Toward the
climax, the heroes charge
“Butch and Sundance” style into
a volley of muskets at point-
blank range. Then everything
stops while we wait for the
smoke to clear and see who, if
anyone, has gotten hit. Historic
note; the gunpowder of the time
did throw out huge amounts of
smoke. That part was com-
pletely accurate. But we don't
care. The sitting and waiting
was perhaps forty-five seconds,
but it felt like ten minutes. Ran-
dall Wallace directed the film as
well as writing it. Perhaps that's
the problem. A really brutal edi-
tor could do wonders for this
movie.

This is a lovely film, when it
works. It's much more a charac-
ter story than an action-adven-
ture, and there are a lot of good
characters. Taking the Musket-
eers in traditional order, we'll
start with Athos. John Malk-
ovich plays him as a soft-spoken
gentleman, a major contrast to
Oliver Reed’s bear-like, homici-
dally depressed Athos from
twenty years ago. He's a wid-
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owed father plunged into the
depths of grief and rage by his
son’s senseless death, and he
makes us believe every word of
it.

Porthos is the comedy relief
of the Musketeers in every ver-
sion of the story; less charis-
matic than the others, he keeps
to the rear until it's time for a
little slapstick. Comparisons to
Ringo Starr might be unkind.
Here, Porthos is an aging, tail-
chasing aleoholic with about
half the brains of his comrades.
Gerard Depardieu is very good
at this sort of thing. Porthos’ at-
tempt at drunken suicide is one
of the funniest parts of this
movie. Porthos also gets the
best nude scene.

Aramis is one of the most de-
veloped characters. He retired
from the Musketeers to become
a Jesuit, and he's the brain be-
hind the switching-identical-
kings plot. Jeremy Irons plays
him as both scholar and soldier,
a rational thinker and a profes-
sional killer. Unfortunately he's
made up so much like John
Malkovich (Athos) that it's
sometimes hard to identify
them until one of them speaks.

D'Artagnan (Gabriel Byrne)
gets the best angst, which is a
considerable feat in this angst-
ridden cast. He's an honorable
man torn between irreconcil-
able needs, his loyalty to his
friends and his loyalty to a king
that he knows is harming his
country. He tries to do his duty
without betraying his friends,
his king, his personal secrets, or
the love of his life — and at one
point nearly destroys them all
with the best possible inten-
tions.

Leonardo DiCaprio has top
billing as the good and evil
royal brothers. He's one of the
best actors of his generation, it

says so right on the press kit.
Unfortunately, he's often
swamped by the even better ac-
tors surrounding him. He
spends much of his time either
giving orders to henchmen (evil
brother) or being led, taught,
and protected by the older char-

With movies, as
with people,
sometimes you
have to put up
with a few
personality
quirks in order
to make friends
with someone
really interesting.

acters (good brother). Often he
has very little to do in a scene.
His best moment as the evil
brother is casually telling his
mistress that she’s damned to
hell, while he's not — they both
committed fornication but he's
the king and therefore God
loves him best. His best scene
as the good brother is his rela-
tionship with Athos — the
frightened young man who's
never had a father, and the
wounded older man who re-
cently lost a son, reaching out to
each other.

Do go see this movie; it’s too
good to miss. But be prepared
to work through some slow mo-
ments and confusing sub-plots
to get to the good parts of the
story. With movies, as with peo-
ple, sometimes you have to put
up with a few personality quirks
in order to make friends with
someone really interesting. 4
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Conspiracy Theory: ‘Prey’

By Roxarme Conrad
u never what you're going to get with net-
work SF series ... particularly on the “big
three” networks. But I had high hopes when the
new ABC series Prey was announced. It sounded
like it might have some real ideas behind it.

Unfortunately, I am reluctantly forced to ad-
mit, | overestimated the ability of network televi-
sion to deliver true fan-friendly shows (exceptions
like Pretender, Profiler, or Quantum Leap not-
withstanding). Prey is an odd, quirky, ultimately
failed example of what happens when a concept
isn't completely developed before the cameras be-
gin to roll.

Prey shared what I call the “Twin Peaks syn-
drome” ... a cool “hook” of an idea that got the
writers excited, and virtually no road map of how
the story was going to develop. The basic princi-
ple of Prey was interesting: given the theory that
new species evolve all the time, and no two spe-
cies can occupy the same niche, what happens
when a new breed of human — faster, smarter, hy-
peragressive, and emotionally stunted — comes
along? It evoked the intriguing question that
many writers have tried to answer: where do se-
rial killers come from? What produces them?
Prey offered the theory that these apparently hu-
man monsters are, in fact, inhuman. They are the

natural evolution of humanity into something else.

But here (approximately 10 minutes into the
show), the vision started to fail. The writers
seemed stymied as to how to naturally evolve (no

You may have noticed that
this particular Twin
Peaks-like problem has
cropped up many times
these past few seasons.

pun intended) this story. They turned instead to
that favorite theme of millennial SF-TV series:
conspiracy. The new species was so smart, so hip,
so with it that in only forty years they'd built alien
technology straight out of X-Files, organized
themselves into a conspiracy so Byzantine that it
dwarfs Chris Carter's mythology, and had some
method (unspecified) of twisting human DNA
into their own pattern! (Why they would want to
go to this torturous extreme, when they were ap-
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parently more fertile than human beings, was un-
clear.)

Oh, and we know they were a new species be-
cause (unlike any sensible thing that evolved from
the human template) they sleep on weird wooden
tables with holes in them. And females of the spe-
cies have maybe eight uteruses or something. And
they can read thoughts. And they're so organized
that they can all start fires at the same moment
when they’re ready to move on, a la a hive mental-
ity.

It's evolution, cafeteria-style.

What the writers of Prey did was give us what
is, to all intents and purposes, an extraterrestrial
species — one that we share very little common
ground with — and pasted the label of evolution
on to it. There was no follow-through. After
watching six episodes, I was no closer to under-
standing the ideas than 1 was on episode one —
and the frustrating thing was, I wanted to like this
show. The two main actors were really good to-
gether, given the small amount they had to work
with — the chemistry between them was impres-
sive. | kept hoping for a story that actually began
to make sense, but every episode contained the
same fatal flaws: shadowy conspiracies that led
nowhere, mysterious homo superior (read: alien)
abilities, ete. Except for that genuinely sexy spark
between two actors, Prey was dead in the water.

You may have noticed that this particular Twin
Peaks-like problem has cropped up many times
these past few seasons. Millennium has given new
meaning to the word impenetrable — I don't
know of anybody who truly understands that
show, but they all believe that it must be good be-
cause Chris Carter’s behind it. While I am an ad-
mirer of what I consider the great backstory
writing of Pretender, 1 know a great man people
have crashed and burned on the seemingly end-
less conspiracy-laden levels to the Centre's poli-
tics. And, without the saving grace of the sexual
tension between Mulder and Scully (and writers
canny enough to capitalize on it), The X-Files
would have probably gone the way of Dark Skies a
while ago.

So is there a lesson here? Heck yes.

Conspiracies are an endangered species. Evolve
... ordie. ¢
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Best Novel (365 ballots cast)

Forever Peace by Joe Haldeman [ Ace)

Frameshift by Robert J. Sawyer (Tor)

The Rise of Endymion by Dan Simmons (Bantam Spectra)
Jack Faust by Michael Swanwick (Avon)

City on Fire by Walter Jon Williems (HarperPrism)

Best Novella (177 ballots cast)

The Funeral March of the Marionettes by Adam-Troy Castro
(FESF July 1997)

Eropoeisis by Geoffrey A. Landis (SF Age May 1097)

Loose Ends by Paul Levinson (Analog Moy 1007)

Marrow by Robert Reed (SF Age July 1997)

«. Where Angels Fear To Tread by Allen Steele (Asimov’s October-
November 1997)

Best Movelette (223 ballots cast)

Moon Six by Stephen Baxter (SF Age March 1997)

Broken Symmetry by Michael A. Burstein (Analog February 1097)

Three Hearings on the Existence of Snakes in the Human Blood-
stream by James Alan Gardner (Asimov's February 1997)

We Will Drink A Fish Together... by Bill Johnson (Asimov's May
1997)

The Lindiscovered by William Sanders (Asimov's Morch 1997)

Best Short Story (244 ballots cast)

Beluthahatchie by Andy Duncan (Asimov's March 1997)

Standing Room Only by Karen Joy Fowler (Asimov's August
1997)

Itsy Bitsy Spider by James Patrick Kelly (Asimov's June 1997)

The 43 Antarean Dynasties by Mike Resnick (Asimov's Decem-
ber 1997)

The Hand You're Dealt by Robert J. Sawyer (Free Space, Tor)

No Planets Strike by Gene Wolle { F&ESF January 1997)

(There are six nominees due to o tie for ilth place)

Best Related Book (197 ballots cast)

Space Travel by Ben Bova with Anthony R Lewis (Writer's Di-
gest Books)

The Encyclopedia of Fantasy edited by John Clute & John Grant
{Orbit, 1. Martin's Press)

Infinite Worlds by Vincent Di Fole { Penguin Studio)

fi:ﬂ!l‘fiaﬂﬁ and Refractions by Robert Silverberg { Underwood
Books)

Spectrum IV: The Best in Contemporary Fantastic Art edited by
Cathy Fenner & Arnie Fenner with.Jim Lochr {Underwood Books)

Best Dramatic Presentation (307 ballots cast)

Contact (Waorner Bros./South Side Amusement Company) Di-
rected by Robert Zemeckis, Story by Carl Sagan and Ann Diruyan
Sereenplay by James V. Hart and Michacl Goldenberg; Steve Starkey
and Robert Zemeckis, Producers.

Tarriel Cell
\/

o Award Nominees

The Fijth Element (Columbia Pictures {Goumont) Directed by Loc
Besson; Story by Luc Besson; Screenplay by Luc Besson & Robert
Mark Kamen; Patrice Ledoux, Producer; John Alan Amicarella, Asso-
ciate Producer; lain Smith, Co-Producer.

Gattaca (Columbia Pictures Corporation/Jersey Films) Directed
by Andrew M. Niccol; Written by Andrew M. Nieeol; Danny DeVito,
Michae! Shamberg, & Stacey Sher, Producers

Men in Black (MacDonald-Parkes/Columbia Pictures Corpors-
tion/Amblin Entertainment) Directed by Barry Sonnenfeld; Screen-
play by Ed Solomon Laurie MocDonald and Walter F. Parkes; Steven
Splelberg, Executive Producer

Starship Troopers (TriStar Pictures/Big Bug Pictures/Touch-
slone Pictures) Directed by Paul Verhooven; Sereenplay by Ed
Neumeier; Jon Davison and Alan Morshall, Producers.

Best Professional Editor (275 ballots cast)

Gardner Dozois (Asimou's)

Scolt Edelman (SF Age)

David G, Hartwell (Tor Books; Year’s Best SF7)
Stanley Schmidt (Analog)

Gordon Van Gelder (F&SF)

Best Professional Artist (228 ballots cast)

Jim Burns

Thomas Canty

David Cherry

Bob Eggleton

Don Maitz

Michael Whelan

(There are six nominees due toa tie for fifth place)

Best Semiprozine (245 ballots cast)

Interzang edited by David Pringle

Locus edited by Charles N. Brown

The New York Review of Science Fiction edited by Kathryn Cra-
mer, Aricl Haméon, David G. Hortwell & Kevin Maroney

Seience Fiction Chronicle edited by Andrew 1. Porter

Speculations edited by Kent Brewster & Denise Lee

Best Fanzine (220 ballots cast)

Ansible edited by Dave Langford

Attitude edited by Michoel Abbott, John Dallman & Pam Wells
File 770 edited by Mike Glyer

Mimosa edited by Nicki & Richard Lynch

Tangent edited by David Truesdale

Best Fan Writer (177 ballots cast)

Bob Devney

Mike Glyer

Andy Hooper

Dave Langford

Evelyn C. Leeper

Joseph T. Major

{There are six nominees due to a Lie for fifth place)

Best Fan Artist (179 ballots cast)

Brad Foster
lan Gunn
Teddy Harvia
Joe Mayhew
Peggy Kanson

John W. Campbell Award (165 ballots cast)

for Best New Writer of 1996 or 1997 (not a Hugo)
[Sponsored by Dell Magazines]

Raphael Carter (2nd year of eligibility)

Andy Duncan (2nd year of eligibility)

Richard Garfinkle (2nd vear of eligibility)

Susan B Matthews (2nd vear of eligibility)

Mary Doria Rossell(2nd year of eligibility)
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The gray change bar indi-
cales entries new or updated
since the last issue.

Unless otherwise stated,
prices are staled for delivery Lo
11.5. nddresses, Those living in
other countries should send o
self-addressed envelope with
two IRC's for price information.
Postage is not included unless
stated otherwise,

# indicates o club or let-
terzine with which we exchange
newsletters, These can be read
at ORAC meetings.

Please inform Tarriel Cell if
you have any problems ordering
any of the items listed.

Fanzines: Available

Badlands. Multimedia.
SASE for information. Ann
Boudreau, 304-314 Broadway
Ave., Winnipeg MB R3C 055

EchudAdmrmr'ﬂ (B7-
PGP). Also sequel A Dehicate
Balance. $15 br/$17 fceach. If
ordered together, $27 br/$29
fe. Kathleen Reseh, PO Box
1766, Temple City, CA 91780,

Best of Spacefall 2. £2.80
sea/EQ.70 air. (Checks to "Hori-
zon, the B7 A intion Soci-
ety" ) Ann , 6 Shertwood
Park Rd., Sutton, Surrey
SMi 2‘SG

Bizarro Coloring Al-
bum. $15. Also Bizxarro Zine.
Issues 1-4 $15 each. Linda
Knights {see separate listing)
Rlake’s Doubles 1-4, B7 no-
velles (2 perissuc). #1 §14
UI5/$18 elsewhere. #2 $17
U5/ $20 elsewhere, #3 $18
US/$22 elsewhere. 04 $20
U5/$24 ehsewhere. Linda
Knights (see separate listing)
The Cost af the Cheese-

board. A sequel to The Totally
Jmﬁyimry‘gumm and
The Other Side of the Coin. $12
US/Canada, $20 elsewhere.
Beth Friedman, 4242 Minne-
haha Ave. 5., Minneapolis, MN
55406

Deadlier Than The Male
(B7). $20 US, 22 Canada, $24
Europe, $26 Pacific. JoAnn
MeCoy, 2580 [-25 North,
Pueblo OO 81008-9614

t

S

S

Derelicts is s fourth-sea-
son Blake's 7 zine. £5.50 in UK,
EG in Europe, E7 USA, E7.20
Aus/NZ Judith Proctor, 28
Diprose Rd., Corfe Mullen,
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 30V,
Erayhud

 Destiny is Morgan & O'Cul-

lane's ant of B7 stories.
E %23 Us/s27 e Linda

Knights (see separaie listing)

DSV, Issue 2 oul; olso seek-
ing submissions for issue 3. Ce-
leste Hotaling-Lyons, 28
Chestnuf St., Everett MA 02140

The £6.35 sea/EB.50
air, (Checks to “Horizon, the B7
Appreciation Society™) Ann
Steele, 66 Sherwood Park Rd.,
Sutton, Surrey SMI 25G
gt Fifth Season (B7). Classic an-

thologies are being remastered.
pricing information.

. Linda Knights (see separate
¢ listing)

¢ Gambit (B7). Jean Graham's
anthology is now available

- again after a year oul of print.
#1,2, 4 $18 US/§22 lsewhene
#3, 5 %19 U5/$23 elsewhere.
#6-13 $20 U8/ £24 elsewhere.
#14 §23 US/$27 elsewhere.
Linda Knights (sec separate
fisting)

43
i)

b e s e

Ga to Time
(DW /B7). Clubzine of the St
Louis CIA. Issue 5 $11.50. [ssue
6 %12, P.O, Box 733, St. Louis
MO 63188

Ghost. Gth sesson story in
four parts. Part 1 §7, parts 2-4
$8 each; payable in cash or add
£5 for checks. Judith Seaman, 3
Biithfield Gardens, Chellaston,
Derby DE7 1X(}

Hortzon. Clubzine of Hori-
zon, Issues 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17 £3.25 sea/£4.60 air each.
Issues 7, 9,10 £3.10 sea/£4.15
alreach. Issues 1 nnd 8 {com-
hined) £4.45 sea/E5.80 air.
{Checks to "Horizan, the B? Ap-
preciation Society™) Ann Steele,
66 Sherwood Park Rd., Sutton,
Surrey SM1 256G

Horizon Blake's 7
Colouring Book. 20 pages of
illustrations. 90p sea/L1.75 air.
[Checks m"Hnrmn the B7 Ap-
preciation Snciety"]ﬂnﬂ Steele,
66 Sherwood Park Rd., Sutton,
Surrey SM1 256G

The Horizon Blake's 7
Technical Manual. Parts |
and 3 each £5.30 sea/E6.35 air.
Part 2 £5 sea/£6.30 air.
(Checks to "Horizon, the B7 Ap-
preciotion Society™) Ann Stecle,
oty Sherwood Park Rd., Sutton,
Surrey SM) 256G
The Horizon Intervieis.
E4.60 sea/£5.90 air. (Checks to
“Hurizon, the B7 Appreciation
Soclely™) Ann Steele, 66 Sher-
wond Park Rd,, Sutton, Surrey
SM1 285G
Jabberpocky 1-14 is Lhe en-
tire gen saga by Shella Paalson,
available in 4 parts sold sepa-

- rulely. Pants 1-4 $26; paris 5-8,

$20; parts 9-13 §22, part 14

%12 (Prices US$ cash from

Proctor directly. ) Judith Proc-

tor, 28 Diprese Rd., Corfe

Mullen, Wimborne, Dorset
. BH2i1 50, England  or Linda
© Kmighis (see separate listing)
' Last Stand at the Edge of
. the World (B7). Ashton Press
- follow-up novel to City at the
. Edgeof Forever. $18 US/$22
. elsewhere. Sequel Shadow at
* the Edge $151U5/$10 else-
* where. Linda Knights (see
. Linde K*mﬁﬁi
o agents many
~ fanzines from many fmndoms,
' BASE for current flyer and
price list. Linda Knights,

KmightWhriler Press, 6292 Cak

- Ot Sumas, WA 98205-
| B232Visa/MC accepted.

Checks pavable to Linda
~ Knights. Al orders carry flot

£2 handling foe per order.

Limitations. Single story
rine t\.fv a group of eight wrilems
including Kathryn Andersen,
Jean Graham, Michelle Mover,
Judith Proctor, David Sander-
son, and Susan Schnitiger. Sec-
ond season, all characters, but a
better role for Gan than he nor-
mally gets. UK £2.20, Europe
£2.70, USA £3 or $5 cash,
Aus/NZ £.30. Judith Proctor,
28 Diprose Rd., Corfi Mullen,
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 30,
England

The Machiavelli Factor
by Lillinn Shepard is a Blake's 7
genzine. £11.50 UK, E12.50 Eur,
E£14.50 USA, £15 Aus. Judith
Proctor, 28 Diprose Rd., Corfe

.

Mullen, Wimborne, Dorset
BH21 3QY, England

Neutron Flow (mullime-
dia). Clubzine of the Whoosier
Metwork. [ssue 3 $3. 704 Blufl
St., Crawfordsville IN 47935-
1232

Perivale Expatriale
{DW) is devoted to the Doctor’s
companion Ace. $10 ppd. Jim
Zerkel, 12848 W, Playfield Dyr..
ﬁcsmwod i1 60445

 Questions of the Past (157}

humllwmn of unpublished

_ Linda Knights stories. $19
i Us,rm Fhmmm. L&}:ﬁ.u
" Knights see separatc listing

Refractions, Mullim:diu
genzine. Issue | UK £3, Europe
£4.10, US §7 cash. lssue 2 UK
£4.30, Europe E4.80, LISA $10
cash. Judith Proctor, 28
Diprose Rd, Corfe Mullen, Wim-
borne, Darset, BH21 3QY. US
agent: Beth Friedman, 4242
Minnehaha Ave. 5, Hmnmpa—
lis, MN 55406, inquire about
pricing. Australia/New Zealand:
for pricing contact Kathryn An-
dersen, 5 Epsom C1., Donvale
VIC 3155.

Roads Not Taken (caturcs
stories which spring (rom turn-
ing points in a televised show
and take the story in o different
direction. §22 ppd. Lorna
Breshears, 3700 Sutherland
Ave. #F-5, Knoxwville TN 37919

Serendipitous Scenarios
{multimedia). Clubzine of Ser-
endipity. Issue 3 $21 Also
seeking submissions for future
issues. Denise Loague, 4620 SE
26th ., Del City OK 73115

Suﬂmd&'wm (B7) is

- Ashion Press’ hurt/comfort an-
* thology. When you love tosec
i your heroes ache... $23
5 us/sz7 }:ha\rhem Lmtndﬂ' "

* Knights (see separate listing

The Seven Live On. SASE
forinformation an issues 1-10;
issue #11 due soon, #12 in 199&
K. Rae Travers, Bearly Spaced
Enterprises, 24 Cynthia Road,
Seekonk MA 02771
“ Southern Seven (7). #1,2,
4,9 523 US/$27 elsewhere.
§§ #3, 6,8 $22 US/$26 else-
zg where. #5 (double issue) $20

US/%33 elsewhere. #7 524
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Peripherals... from page 6

U5/ %528 clsewhere. #10 $27

U-gg:l'!l ?luwhere. Lindea

Kmights (see separate listing)

Standard by Several.
Clubzine of Severs! Unlimited.
Issue 2 §7.50 ppd. Issue 3 $10
ppd. Issue 4 $11.50 ppd. Also
secking submissions for future
issues. Several Unlimited, P.C).
Bax 1766, Bellaire TX 77402

Star One and Star Two,
UK £3.50, Europe £4.50, USA
E5 or US 88 cash, Aus/NZ
E5.50. 50p or §1 discount when
purchased together, Also Star
Three, UK £12, Europe £13,
LISA E15 or $24 cash, Aus/NZ
E16. Also sccepting submissions
for future issues. (No US dollar
checks). Judith Proctor, 28
Diprose Rd, Corfe Mullen, Wim-
barne, Dorset, BH21 30Y

Strangers Among Us
(B7/ST). E2.70 sea/E£3.50 air.
(Checks to "Horizon, the B7 Ap-
preciation Soclety™) Ann Steele,
&6 Sherwood Park Rd., Sution,
Surrey SMJ 25G

Tents q:" Goth. Blake's 7
genzine. §7 plus postege. David
fi:' Sﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂyﬂ , SR l;:zﬂﬂ 5,

esi , UT 84120

y mmﬁlc?l{zmwh Infin-
ity. $18 ppd. Also seeking sub-
missions for future issues.
Sherri Fillingham, P.0. Box
686, Washington Grove MD
20880-0686

Trencheoat 2 (DW). De-
voted to the eighth Doctor,
SASE forcurrent pricing. James
Bow, 99 Krug, Kitchener ON
N2ZH 2X8

Trust, Like The Soul, $6
ppd. Empire Books, P.O. Box
625, Murray KY 42071

The Void Aflame, Like a
Bonfire. 8 ppd. Sharon Mon-
roe, 8175 Claymore Ave. E., In-
ver Grove His MN 55076

The Web. Issue | £3.25
sea/E4.60 air ppd. lssue 2
E£2.70 seaf£3.50 air.{Checks to
“Horizon, the BY Appreciation
Society™) Diane Gies, 18 Holt
Rd., North Wembley, Middiesex
HAD 3Ps

What On Earth Hap-
pened To You? is an all-Roj
Blake zine dealing mainly with
what happened to him after
Star One until Gauda Prime and
beyond. $18. Delta Dome Press,
¢/o Nicole Petty, 3140 Tina
Lane, Marietta GA 300664312
= Wearld Turned Upside
- Down (B7). Massive B7 novel
“ (552 pp.) printed as twovol-

e

e

umes but sold together. $34
115/%39 elsewhere. Linda

Knights (see separate listing)

Audio and Video

Anglicon offers sets of vid-
eos of their first four conven-
tions. $25 per set in VHS. P.O,
Baox 75536, Seattle WA 08125

Doctor Who Video
Funzine. Compilation of skits,
spools, interviews, music vid-
eos, ete. $12 ppd. Other videos
available; SASE for flyer. Fanda
Productions, P.0. Box 51562, In-
dianapolis IN 46251

Travis: The Final Act is
an audio play which attempts 1o
analyze the character of Travis,
also includes intervicws. £8
ppd. (Checks to "Horizon, the
B7 Appreciation Society™) Di-
ane (ries, 18 Holt Rd., North
Wembley, Middx. HAD 3P3

Together Again is a series
of interview lapés featuring
members of the Blake's 7cast,
Tape 1 "Blakes Bock” features
Gareth Thomas and Paul Dar-
Tow. 'l'llpc 2 "Liberatored” adds
Michael Keating, and tape 3 "Ac-
tion" adds Stephen Greif. $15
each. Sheelagh Wells, 20a New
Road, Brentford, Middx.

TW8 ONX

Your Personal Adven-
ture Theatre of the Mind is
a set of three audio tapes. Tape
1: A 3rd season Blake’s 7 story,
Fairy tales, Comedy, and tales
to scare you. Various suthors.
Tape 2: Two ndventures by C.K.
Smith. The first is Tears of the
Turtle where we find out why
perhaps, we should lel sleeping
dragons lie. The second isa
timeless love story, The Prom-
ise. Tape 3: The Spooky Tape:
Romance ond a European vam-
pire Count, Twilight Zone style
horror, Manslaughter at the of-
fice, Suspense, poems and an all
American vam pire. Various
authors, $7.50 each tape, Alice
Yount, P.C. Box 31715, 8L
Louis, MO 63131-0715.

Books

ISBN numbers are included
for convenience in ordering
books from your favorite re-
tailer.

Blake's 7: The Inside
Story by Joe Nazzro features
lots of pholas and commentary
about the BBC series. Virgin
Books, 1997, 144 pp. Paperback
0753500442, (Also available

from Space Rat Press, P.O.
Hox 422, Park Ridge NJ
07656 for $22.99 ppd.)

Enterprising Women:
Television Fandom and the
Crealion of Popular Myth.
By Camille Bacon-Smith, Lec-
turer in the Department of Folk-
lore and Folklife at the
tnivensity of Pennsylvania. Uni-
versity of Pennsvlvanin Press,
1991, 342 pp. Hordbock 0 8122
008 I; paperhack 0 8122 1379
o

Textual Poochers: Tele-
wvision Fans and Participa-
tory Culture. By Henry
Jenkins, Assistant Professor of
Literature at M.LT. Routledge,
1992, 304 pp. Hardback 0 415
DOS71 0; paperback 0 415
90572 9.

- seven bookmarks featuring the

 original Blake 7 crew. §11

- ppd. Also available: Servalan
bookmark $3 ppd. Sheelagh.f.

- Wells, 204 New Road, Brent-

; m Middyx. TWS oNY, Eng-

Bumper Stickers: \wo de-
signs, "1 % B7" and "My Other
Car ls A Seorpio”. E2 ppd. each,
£3.50 for both, (Checks to "Ho-
rizon, the B7 Appreciation Soci-
ety”) Kathy Sterry, 8
Watercrook Mows, Westlea,
Swindon, Wills, SN5 7AS
¢ Calendar. 12-month Blakes
- 7 photo calendar, Available
~ starting any month you wish.
- Each month has a color telepic.
- Photos from first season. $106
- UI5/%20 elsewhere. . Linda
Knights (see separate listing)
Coffee Mugs: featuring Ho-
rizon logo and elub motto, silver
artwork on black background.
E7.25 ppd. (Checks to "Horkzon,
the B7 Appreciation Society™)
Gill Dunn, 38 Arderne Rd., Tim-
perley, Altrincham, Cheshire
WALS 6HJ
Note Pads: Five separate
designs, 50 sheets per At-size
pad. E1.75 sea/£2.35 air per
pad, set of all five £6.50
sen [ £8.15 air. (Checks to "Hori-
zom, the BY Appreciation Soci-
ety”) Gill Dunn, 38 Ardéerne
Rd., Timperley, Altrincham,
Cheshire WAIS 6H.J
Photos. Seven beautiful color
photogmphs of Blake’s 7 he-

. roes, exclusive to the “Together
Again” collection. SASE for

fiver., . Sheelagh.J. Wells, 204
New Road, Rrengford, Middy,
TWS ONX, England
o Photos, Photo disk ovailable
= with 40 first-season Blakes 7
© pholos/telepics. Focus ison
- Blake. Avon and Vila with
- someJenna, Gon, Cally. JI'EG
- format, 320:240, for Win-
o dows. 510 US/$14 other.
- Linda Kmights (see separaie
0 listing)
& Print: BE&W lithogrphed
- print of Blake. Avon available
& soon. $11 ppd. Sheclagh J.
- Wells, 204 New Road, Breni-
. _fun; Middyx. TW8 ONX Eng-
& lon
Prints: Prints and photo
prints of media actors. SASE for
catalog. Jean Kluge, 5462-A
Morganford Rd., St Louts, MO
G5116-2337
Teddy Bears: 11-1/2-inch
Denna Stannis, 12-inch Berr
Avon, 13-inch Roj Bear-Lake,
more, all fully movable (jointed)
and costumed. SASE for photo-
flyer. Marian Mendes, 3500 E.
Ninth Lane, Hialeah FL 33013~
3120

Adzines

Adzine is “an information
service for media fandom." £3
per issue. Janet Ellicott, 43
Brooksbank House, Refreat
Place, Morning Lane, Hackney,
London Eo 6RN

Factsheel Five s "the de-
finitive guide to the zine revolu-
ton,” advertising zines of oll
kinds, APA's, music, etc. $20
per vear bulk mte, $40 first
class. P.0). Box 170009, San
Francisco CA 94117-0009

Generic Ad Zine (GAZ)
features alphabetical listings of
fanzines by fandom. Star Trek
and ST:TNG listed in & separate
volume. Published quarterly.
Main volume $13 per year, Trek
supplement $6.50 per vear,
both $18 per year. Candace
Pulleine, PO, Box 980744,
Houston TX 77098-0744

Media Menitor is a semi-
annual adzine. §6 per issue.
Plastic Cow Productions, P.C).
Box 3081, Danuville CA 04526+
8081

APA’'s/Letterzines

Altazine isa Blake'’s 7 let-
terzine, Minimum £5 or $10

6 Peripherals, page 8
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are subject to professi

< indicates the convention has a web site linked to ORAC’s home page.
Dort't forget to enclose a SASE when writing for information.

May 1998

29-31 Project: A-Kon 9
Location: Harvey Hotel, Addison, Texas.
Memberships: SASE for information. Guests:

ships: TBA. Guests: Stephen Furst. 3352
Broadway Blvd #470, Garland TX 75043

26-28 Redemption ‘99

Mitsuhisa Ishikawa, Scott Frazier, Newton Ewell,
Steve Bennett, Ben Dunn, Elin Winkler, Neil
Nadelman, Kimi Kumura. 3352 Broadway
Blvd #470, Garland TX 75043

August 1998

59 Bucconeer (56th WorldCon) ¢
Location: Baltimore, Maryland. Member-
ships: $130 until 6/15/98; $30 supporting. P.O.

Box 314, Annapolis Jet MD 20701

September 1998

18-20 Stellar Occasion V
Location: Sheraton Dallas-Brookhollow,
Mockingbird at 1-35 (Stemmons Frwy), Dallas,

Texas. Rates $59. 214-630-5000. Member-

it

February 7, 1998

As previously threatened, members met
at the home of Roxanne and Cat Conrad in
Arlington. Roxanne was good enough to pro-
vide eardy arrivals with molten chocolate
chip cookies fresh out of the oven. Club
President Russ Miller passed arund a book
of house plans which he's become fond of.
The type of house in question, a single-plece
concrete shell, would be extremely enemngy ef-
ficient and almost tornado prool. Watch this
spoce for further details; Russ has found his
dream house and sooner or later he intends
to build it. On the other hand, Tim “No Rela-
tion"™ Miller provided the required sheep
jokes for the meeting. Members also dis-
cussed rumors of the death of British actor
Derek Jacobi (fortunately false) and took a
few cracks ot Bill Clinton before the meeting
was called to order.

Vice-President and master of the news-
letter Joe Isham passed out new, colorful 1D
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Location: Ashford International Hotel, Ash-
ford, Kent. Memberships: SASE for current
info. Guests: Gareth Thomas, Sheelagh Wells,

Joe Nazzaro. Judith Proctor, Waveney, 28
Diprose Road, Corfe Mullen, Wimborne,

Dorset BH21 3QY
September 1999

26 Aussiecon III (57th WorldCon)
Location: World Congress Centre, Mel-

bourne, Australia. Memberships: US$140 at-
tending, US$35 supporting Guests: Gregory
Benford, Bruce Gillespie. GPO Box 1212K, Mel-

bourne, 3001, Australia or PO Box 266,
Prospect Heights, IL 60070-0266

eards for the paid-up members. We also dis-
cussed fulure meeting locations. Alan and
Sylvia Balthrop initially offered their house
in Plano for the March 7 meeting, but due to
a scheduling conflict the plans were changed
ta s bookstore crawl of the North Dallas
aren on that day. The April 4 meeting will
once again take place ot the Conrad home.
Members discussed how almost every res-
taurant ORAC has used as 0 meeting locs-
tion has gone out of business (Crystal's
Pizza, we'ne waiting) and sttempted to put
the blame on each ather

Russ Miller handed the mevisions of the
ORAL flyver back to Roxanne. This is nirly
urgent, as most of the ORAC flvers in circu-
lation at places like Remember When are lit-
erally years out of date. On the brighter side,
Joe has updated and revamped the ORAC
web page. Roxanne has ereated o computer-
ized version of the club newsleller. How-
ever, the file is lorge (about 550 k, hall a
foppy disk) and can only be read on a Win-

dows computer. Roxanne mentioned the
possibility of creating a compuler newslelter
in Adobe Acrobat, a program which can be
read by many different types of computer.

We discussed severnl possibilities for fu-
ture landing parties such as Scarborough
Faire and movie walching parties. Science
fiction movies for this year will include
Godzilla, Lost in Space, and the X-Files
movie along with some historical films with
sword [ights, so pretty much evervone
should be happy with the idea. We also dis-
cussed visiting o museum or the Omni thea-
teras a group, hut no definite plans were
muade.

March 7, 1998

A few brave club members led by Joe
Isham visited several aren bookstares includ-
ing Remember When and ate a nice, lei-
surely lunch at El Fenix. No club business of
any kind was trnsacted. So sue us.

'll"-_-:flrriﬂl Cell
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April 1998

4 Monthly Meeting
Meet at 4 p.m. at Roxanne
and Cat Conrad’s house, 402
Plantation Drive in Arlington.
RSVP to 817-784-8062.

2 Monthly Meeting and

Landing Party

Meet at 9 a.m. at Russ and
Louann Miller's house, 1023
Woodridge Drive in Rutherford
Crossing outside Waxahachie.
From there, we'll proceed to
Scarborough Faire for the day,
returning for our regular meet-
ing. RSVP to 972-038-3058. See
map 1.

Where else can you be a ham
and cook a hamburger in the
same day? Drop by around
noon at Russ and Lounann
Miller's house. Bring stuff to
grill. There will also be a supply
of Miller's Memorial Day Mel-
low Ale, brewed just for this oc-
casion. RSVP to 972-938-3058.

SRt

25 Tarriel Cell Deadline

Exercise your submissive ten-
dencies! Send your newsletter
contributions to Tarriel Cell,
P.0. Box 566123, Dallas TX
75356-6123.

June 1998

6 Monthly Meeting

Meet at 4 p.m. at Brad Funk-
houser's apartment, 930 Peach
St. #141in Arlington. RSVP to
817-275-5809. See map 2.

4 Monthly Meeting and

Celebrate Independence Day
at noon at Tim and Mary
Miller's house, 6528 Crockett
Court in Plano. RSVP to 972-
527-7068. Bring stuff to grill.
We'll have lots to do during the
day, plus fireworks at night! See
map 3.

5

Waxahachie

b )
e e

Randol Mill
Arlington |

Peach

Division [180]

180
———

Collins

T«-:'lll'l'iﬂl. Cell
b
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ORAC Forward Scan Calendar ORAC
April 19 - June 20, 1998 s

Sunday onday uvesday ednesday hursday Friday turday

April 19 April 20 April 21 April 22 April 23 April 24 April 25
Sart Jacinto Dey Yom HaShoah ANZAC Day
(Holocauss
Ramambirance
Oyl
April 29 April 30 May 1 May2 e
; e L R AT ﬁ?
My Girr.am
May 8 \

y 6
May 13 May 14 May 15

May 22 May 23

B Lary Muller ; }
Asconin Day gt o
reraanthd

May 28 May 29 May 30

-

May 20

3
-
-+

§

[ m A¥ond i

June 5
B: Steven Pacey
une 12
Jnaenh

B: Calim Bakor

s I

June 11 \ J \
Covpus Cheiety
June 14 June 15 June 16 June 18 June 19 June 20

Latest ORAC information on the Internet: http://rampages.onramp.net/~jisham/orac.htm

L%:
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Colostomy in Space

Review by Cat Corwrad
isdirected feces from an
anal-retentive plot. Yep,

that’s my diagnosis, Buckwheat.

This uninspired piece of flotsam

may have submerged Titanic in

its opening week, but that’s only
because it was so lightweight it

In retro, we could go on all
day about the lame Henry
Frankenstein, Igor homage be-
tween a time-displaced Will Ro-
binson and the spider-infected
Dr. Smith, or the initially inter-
esting spider chase scene that
dragged on corridor through
corridor ad infinitum, like a bad

=

didL“‘t:]I“Sh ﬁrst‘tig;: a:“"]'"d' Dr. Who episode, or the dys- MﬂViﬂg?

” ?3 E “‘sﬁ?;e? R“ P "';',t functional Robinsons and wit-

amoeba. The idiotic mixing of €55 Captain West, whose Please be sure to let
realistic digital effects with a telegraphed innuendos would ORAC know when

big-eyed animé chimpoid was
excruciating. El sucko! Re-
deeming qualities: none, unless
you ask for your money back.
Unfortunately, I sat through

have been more at home in Die
Hard IV.

Hmmm, that pretty much
covers the plot. Ididn't think
anything could be worse than

you change your
address. We cannot
resend newsletters

this turkey — all of it. Ididn’t ﬁ;ﬁf"{ﬁgﬁ;ﬁﬁ& i::;tc;:;z_ returned to us bY
reach escape velocity until the fi- sive mess is dead on the launch the Post Office.

nal credits rolled and my autopi-
lot guided me past other exit
seekers.

pad at V2 rocket. 4

Form

Multipurpose Response

Enclosed Is my one-year membership at $12 (US), $13 (Canada), or $18 (eksewhere).  *  |$
L] Check f renewal. (Outside US, please pay by postal money order,)

Yes!|know it's not black leatherand studs, but | stll wantanew ORAC Tshitt ~~ |[$
_ (ay)insze[ 1LS10)L X $10)L 130 $11)[ 1x0d ($11) o -
If not picking up in person, add shipping for T-shirt $4 each _ . 1.

|I'd like to order these back issues of Tamiel Cel (please specify). s
| (Prices are listed in the Peripherals section.)

bership to a friend. Enclosed s $12 for memberships inthe US, $13 |$ -
mmmsmmmmmmmhwsmmmmm |
I immoving Encosed s my rewaddess, I
Name:
Address:
City: State/Prov.: Postal Code:

Please make checks/money orders payable to ORAC in U.S. funds.

Mail to ORAC, P.0. Box 566123, Dallas TX 75356-6123 USA.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
]
|
I
|
i
(|
i
1
]
]
1
: =
i |I'dlike to send a gift mem
I
I
i
I
I
[
|
]
I
|
]
i
I
]
I
I
I
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‘Commg Next Week...
Comiplaby Lo Wikieede

Babylon S : m}mM‘: (Tuesdays, 7p.m. KDAR3)

_ repeat Sundays, 10pm.) 7 B

(Wedhesdays, 9 pm, repest Saurddays, 10am, April 1: Wiongs Derker s Dealt or Night ﬂ”&fﬁ%ﬂd?}{ﬂl

ol : reril B sk Al 21 inocence [P 202 (/)

Ppxil 1: ey of e e ; A 15 b the Pake Moonigh! April 28 { Crily Have Eyes For You

Poei B: The Ragoed e Aol 22 Hs Wy Mey 5:Gofish

(CrFiatuss brough e Wy Tor NBA Piayolls) il 2. The Reckoning ey 12 Becoming, Part |

May 27: Medfiaiars on e Ayss May & The Valan My 14 Becorming, Pt 2

June 3. Lariness Ascanding May 13 Froff andLace Highlande

e 10 Anc 4 My Dreams, Tom Aok May 20 Time's Orphan b

<kine 17: Movernens of ire and Shaciow May 27- Stafsicd Probatiifes (F) {Sundays, 9 p.m., KXTX/39)

(New enisodes resume in Seplerrber) e 3 Watz () Ao 5 Deaddy Exposure ()

Star Trek: Voyagar m;g;’;ﬂ%ﬂfﬁg‘fmm ﬁgﬂg:ﬁmﬁcmmm}
The X-Files mgﬁrm{gﬂ
{Sundays, 8 pm, KDFW /4) Eﬁxmm
L e o
ﬁ 1%%&!‘ o mm %llmiiﬂ makﬁ?hﬁlm available
A e Mo T

& Tha Fin Buf Vartan!
e e
he

M 15: e/ Bocdl ) () *ﬁﬂiﬁ”ﬁﬁ“ﬁ?}“ﬂ?ﬁéqﬁ&mw

May 17; The &nd (Season Finae) first line of the message.

Tarriel Cell

ORAC

P.0. Box 566123
Dallas TX 75356-6123 USA

Your membership expires on the lnst
day of the month shown on your

mailing label.





