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eForest Kelley, beloved by millions for his por-

trayal of the crusty deep-space doctor
Leonard “Bones" McCoy on the original Star Trek
TV series, died June 11 at age 79.

Officials at the Motion Picture
and Television Fund Hospital said
he died after a long iliness. His
wife of 55 years, Carolyn, also a
patient at the hospital being
treated for a broken leg, was at
his side,

Kelley played Dr. McCoy from
1966 to 1969 on the original se-
ries but never left American TV
screens thanks to an endless
number of syndicated repeats.

He also appeared in six Star
Trek movies and made countless
appearances at Star Trek conven-
tions where die-hard fans would
seek his autograph and maybe even ask for medi-
cal advice.

He was known for two catch phrases addressed
to Captain James T. Kirk, commander of the Star-
ship Enterprise: “He's dead, Jim" and vanations
on “Damn it, Jim, I'm a doctor, not a bricklayer.”

Kelley also was the curmudgeonly foil to the
Vulcan Spock played by Leonard Nimoy and often
hectored Captain Kirk, played by William Shatner,
about the humanitarian aspects of a given crisis.

“He represented humanity and it fitted him
well," Nimoy said. “He was a decent, loving, car-
ing partner and will be deeply missed.”

DefForest Kelley

DeForest Kelley, 1920-1999

Actor moved from Western heavy to beloved Dr. McCoy

Kelley's character was one of the best liked on
Star Trek, the most popular science fiction series
ever made and one which spawned several suc-
cessful spin-offs and still maintains a fervent world-

wide following.

Bom Jackson DeForest Kelley in Atlanta on Jan.
20, 1920, his career dream was
to become a doctor like the uncle
who delivered him.

But his family did not have the
funds to send him to medical
school and Kelley drifted into sing-
ing and theater. A Paramount
scout spotted him in a Nawvy train-
ing film and signed him to a con-
tract at the studio as a bit player.

“They (Paramount) tested him
because they were looking for a
fellow to be in a film called This
Gun for Hire," said former Para-
mount producer A.C. Lyles, a
longtime friend.

Lyles said Kelley lost the role
to film star Alan Ladd, then left Hollywood to fight
in World War Il, before retumning under a contract
to Paramount.

“The first picture he did for us was a small pic-
ture called Fear of the Night," Lyles said. “And
then he just did a lot of things and (Star Trek crea-
tor) Gene Roddenberry saw him and put him with
Leonard Nimoy and William Shatner on Star Trek."

Kelley appeared in about 75 features and 75
television shows in addition to Star Trek, Lyles
said, including a series of westemns in which he
often played the bad guy.
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Review Revue

Pundits’ opinions that surely no one can live without

Steve Jobs, a Comedy of Justice

r at least, that was the slant on the TNT movie

Pirates of Silicon Valley. Before | saw it, | was
joking to friends that we'd better tape it before Bill
Gates mysteriously had it pulled off the air. The
commercials were misleading. The movie was actu-
ally much rougher on Apple pioneer Steve Jobs
than on Microsoft pioneer Bill Gates.

Steve is shown as a hysterical control freak who
refused to pay a tiny amount of child support to his
daughter even as his company raked in millions.
Bill, on the other hand, can't get a date at his own
company roller-skating party. Even at the height of
his wealth and power, he can't seem to afford a
pair of glasses that don't slide down his nose every

few minutes. His total absence of cool is in itself en-

dearing.

There are a couple of references to Bill (off-
screen) yelling at people. In Steve's case, we get
detailed scenes of him verbally flaying prospective
employees and wrecking the work stations of pro-
grammers who can't write perfect code at 3 a.m. at
the end of a 30-hour stint. Bill gets a few moments
in the villain seat. His offhand, emotion-free apolo-
gies for wrecking Paul Allen’s car suggest a chilling
selfishness under the goofball exterior. In actual
nose-to-nose confrontations, he can play Steve like
a puppet. The scene where he negotiates the rights
to put Word on the new Mac platform (gaining
source-code access that gee, maybe affected the

Kelley... from page 1

“He was a great heawy, in contrast to what he is
in person,” Lyles said.

Although his role as the cranky Dr. McCoy se-
cured him a place in the pop culture annals, Kelley

started acting in 1947, starring in Fear in the Night.

He also had supporting parts in Gunfight at the O.K,
Corral with Burt Lancaster and Kirk Douglas, and

Raintree County with Elizabeth Taylor, as well as doz-

ens of television roles.

After the series ended, Kelley's jobs were mostly
limited to Trek-ian fare, including all six Trek movies
and a guest appearance on an episode of Star Trek:
The Next Generation (in which Leonard McCoy had
finally been promoted to Admiral). He also did voice
work in the 1998 animated movie The Brave Little
Toaster Goes to Mars.
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later design of Windows) is reminiscent of the ser-
pent chatting up Eve. But we're reminded that the
whole thing is taking place under a pirate flag that
Steve raised himself, Microsoft's raid on Apple is di-
rectly compared to Apple's earlier incursion at Xerox
PARC.

The movie summarizes to the point of caricature.
Any story which can describe the Mac/Windows
wars without ever using the word or concept "open
architecture” is dumbed down too much. It's like

15 Reviews, page 3
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Reviews... from page 2

making a movie about Pearl Har-
bor and not mentioning air-
planes. The viewer is left with the
impression that if there has to be
a computer tyrant, it's better to
have one who spreads stock op-
tions around freely and doesn't
bite the heads off programmers.
Bill may be a James Bond villain
with a gadget-laden chair and a
Persian cat, the film suggests,
but Steve is the kind who would
slam the self-destruct switch for
the whole secret underground
headquarters over a bad cup of

coffee.
-Louann Miller

I've Seen Wilder

ild Wild West isn't half bad.

It never comes within arm’s
length of the glory that is Blazing
Saddles, but as adventure/camp
it's only @ notch or two below
The Mummy. And without the ick-
bug-guts factor. My initial worry
had been that they would handle
Will Smith in the lead by having
everyone else in the movie fail to
notice he was black. Au con-
traire. His Jim West is the usual
Will Smith character — thor-
oughly fluent in mainstream (an-
glo) culture but not quite in it,
seeing it with an outsider’s sense
of wry humor. It works, though.
The net effect gives his version of
the character more emotional
depth than Robert Conrad’s.
Smith also functions well as an
action hero. He moves in a way
that makes it credible he can do
all the heroic feats he's shown to
do.

As in any role that lets him be
eccentric, Kevin Kline as Artemus
Gordon gets the bit between his
teeth and runs away with it. How-
ever, he loses the most-insane-
character race to Kenneth
Branagh as the sawed-off (I am
not using a metaphor) ex-Confed-
erate inventor Dr. Loveless.

'lr.}lrrinl Cell

Branagh had learned a Southern
drawl for a previous movie role,
and gives it a real workout here.
The script is so heavily camp that
it's hard to imagine anyone over-
acting by comparison, but
Branagh manages. The uneven
writing for his character may
have been part of the problem.
At a few points Dr. Loveless
shows a level of common sense
that would make Scott Evil ap-
plaud. Here comes the hero to
destroy your war machine? Don't
explain the plan, shoot him in
the heart. At other points, he
falls for obvious ploys that the
television Dr. Loveless would
have seen through instantly.

The best-written scene is the
repartee when West and Love-
less first meet; a lightning-fast ex-
change of subtle insults about
being, respectively, black and
legless. The rest of the film, how-
ever, relies much more on effects
and stunts than sharp writing.

It's a gonod movie for what it is;
heroes grin, villains sneer, horri-
ble dangers appear and are
foiled by virtue and cleverness.
It's just not going to be memora-
ble after the popcomn has gone
stale.

—Louann Miller

Flat ‘Wars’

've last few weeks; loved one,

hated the other.

Hate was reserved, alas, for
The Phantom Menace. Spoilers
follow — beware!

George Lucas hasn't written a
movie in sixteen years, and he
long since passed into that celes-
tial realm where no one would
ever dare edit him.

It showed. This movie had a
feeble plot, even weaker dia-
logue than the first trilogy, and
characters that were either flat or
intensely annoying. Lucas had
some seriously excellent actors

to work with here, and he man-
aged to almost entirely fritter
their talents away.

There were minor annoyances
as well as major ones. Darth
Maul, a villain of tremendous po-
tential, got half a dozen “yes
master” lines, Killed Liam
Neeson and died. Anakin Sky-
walker had an immaculate con-
ception (no, really) (glyph of eyes
rolling). Oh, and all the bad guys
have stupid, racial-stereotype ac-
cents.

We won't even go into the
commercial aspect. Granted,
that was already pretty bad by
the end of the first trilogy. But in
this one, | found myself murmur-
ing, “"Action figure .., merchandis-
ing tie-in ... more action figures
... on sale this Christmas ..."

Except they might not be. If
my suburban Connecticut audi-
ence was typical, the movie-view-
ing world is going to be
somewhat underwhelmed by this
film. Lots of enthusiasm standing
in line and going in — people
wanted to like this movie. Com-
ing out two hours later, the same
people were ... quiet.

Anything to like? Oh sure. |
didn't feel my eight bucks was
completely wasted when | got to
spend ninety minutes watching a
gajillion bucks worth of fairly cool
CGl. The pod race sequence
was as good as advertised. You
could have some fun counting sly
references to the trilogy (I started
around halfway through, and
counted at least fifteen). A few
mildly neat revelations (hey,
guess who built C-3P0!).

But it still felt like someone
had spent a hundred million
bucks to put a first draft on the
screen.

If | could change one thing?
Make Anakin Skywalker three or
four years older. A just prepubes-
cent 12-year-old might perhaps

1= Reviews, page 10
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Darrow Planning ‘Blake’s 7’ Movie

Horiron

n the heels of two successful

radio dramas, Paul Darrow
and Brian Lighthill have formed
an independent company which
now holds the rights to a Blake's
7 tele-movie.

Michael Keating, “Vila" in the

Tracy Shaw and Adam Rickett,
are being considered as well.
The story will be firmly based

on Terry Nation's idea for a con-

tinuation of the show, set some
20 years after the events on
Gauda Prime, Nation had dis-
cussed his ideas with Darrow

Darrow and Lighthill have the full
support of Nation's family on the
project.

Two 75-minute episodes are
planned for transmission in the
winter of 2000 or the spring of
2001, with hopefully a feature
film video release to follow. Dar-

row will star as Avon and will also

Sources at the BBC are saying that a new
series could follow if the movies are

received well.

co-produce the film with Lighthill.
A scriptwriter has not been
named for the project.

At present, there are no plans
for the movies to be broadcast in

original series, iS now involved
with the project as well. Two
alumni from Coronation Street,

over the years, but sadly was
never able to go ahead with the
project before he died in 1997.

the US.

Sources at the BBC are saying
that a new series could follow if
the movies are received well.

H.0: The Final Frontier

Deal could refresh Vulcans, investors alike

tar Trek fans and other consumers looking for re-

lief from Earth's sultry climate will soon be able
to quench their thirst with a beverage tailored di-
rectly for the science-fiction market.

Canadian Cool Clear Wtaa and Starbase-1 Cof-
fee has formally launched its “Star Trek Bottled
Water” brand with the flagship "Altair Water” prod-
uct.

The companies said Altair Water will be sold
through the full gamut of beverage distribution out-
lets, including grocery and convenience stores. The
product should go on sale within the next two
months in a range of sizes from 12 ounces to 1.5 li-
ter bottles and, like other Starbase-1 merchandise,
will be available online,

Despite the product’s packaging, the water is ac-
tually not “bottled in the mountains of planet Altair
VI," but is actually Canadian water purified through
a reverse Osmosis process.

The product could provide much-needed refresh-
ment to not only thirsty Vulcans but the companies
involved in the deal. Recent Wall Street trading has
been unkind to shares of both Canadian Cool Clear
Wtaa and Starbase-1, with Starbase-1 shares in
particular falling more than 80 percent over the
past 12 months.

Canadian Cool has relied increasingly on licens-
ing for growth in the crowded water market. Before
the Star Trek license, the Vancouver-based com-
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pany was also known for its Schlotzsky's, Renoir
and Olympic Athlete water brands. It is also the dis-
tributor of the Nanton brand of sparkling water.
Based in Henderson, NV, Starbase-1 markets cof-
fee, souvenir food and gift merchandise branded

Despite the product’s
packaging, the water is actually
not “bottled in the mountains of

planet Altair VI”.

with various Star Trek themes — Vulcan Decaffei-
nated, Sisko Espresso Roast and so on — through
direct sales and retail outlets.

Prior to the announcement, most Star Trek fans
believed that Altair Water could not be reproduced
using purely terrestrial ingredients. The beverage
achieved its most prominent role in Star Trek lore in
the third theatrical film when McCoy began to pre-
fer it to his ordinary selection of more highly forti-
fied drinks.

As Altair water was one of Spock's favorites, this
indicated to careful viewers that the doctor was pos-
sessed by his old Vuican friend, who was believed
dead at the time.

Starbase-1 markets its Star Trek products under
a licensing agreement with Viacom Consumer Prod-
ucts, a subsidiary of Viacom.
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1999-2000 Fall TV S
CBS Fox N

chedule

ABC BC UPN WB
—
T:00 King of Queans* Suddenly Susan Moesha
Y TthH
| 730 2l Ladies' Man® T R U | eromie's Closat The Parkers s
=} .
= | B:00 Ev. Loves Raymond Law and Order: Spel.| The Grown Ups
Ally McBeal ¥ Safe Harbo
5 | B30 Monday Night Becker® Ao Victims Unit Malcolm and Eddie :
= 4:00 Football® )
Family Law*® Dateline NBC
9:30
100 Spin City JAG Ally Just Shoot Me Dilbert Buffy the Vampire
5. | 7:30 | Irs Like, You Know.. That '70s Show 3rd Rock... Shasta McNasty Stayer
-]
8:00 | Oharma and Greg ) ; Will & Grace -
60 Minutes If P fF The Stri Angel
g 8:30 | Sports Night e e Mike 0'Malley i .
9:00 Once and Again . ;
930 | (Nov.: NYPD Bive) Judging Amy Dateline NBC
— —————————
7:00 | Two Guys and & Girl Coshy ' : ,
Beverly Hills 80210 Dateline NBC 7 Da Dawson's Creek
>| 7:30 Norm Work With Me NP - e
21 e
g O o Sty Get Real The West Wing Star Trek: Voyager Roswell
= | 8:30 Oh Grow Up .
E s Movie
; 20/20 Law and Order
9:30
M i e > :
gl e did o Diagnosis Murder* | Manchester Prep i Popular
= | 7:30 Then Came You Jesse
'g B:00 Family Guy Frasier F Smackdown]
; Wasteland ch Hope* Charmed
2 | a0 — Action Stark Raving Mad
o 20120 48 Hours ER
9:30 =
—
7:00 The Hughleys Kids Say... The Badland {fka Steve Harvey Show
Providence
7:30 | Boy Meets World Love and Money* Ryan Caulfield) Mivi For Your Love
T '
m | B:00 Sabrina . Mission Hill
Harsh Realm NBC
;? 8:30 Odd Man Out LA il Jamie Foxx Show
s 20120 Nash Bridges* Cold Feet
9:30
e Early Edition® . Freaks and Geeks
- | 7:30 Cops
] &
T | 8:00 . F . America's Most
2| 830 Movie Martial Law Wanted The Pretender
@ 9:00
] Walker, Texas Ranger The Profiler
9:30
__
6:00 . Malcolm in the Middls Tth Heaven:
60 Minutes - Dateline NEC
6:30 | Wonderful World of I King of the Hill Beginnings
] 2 i Touched by an Angel* T g Third Watch Felicity
3| 730 Futurama
5 | e:00
al” Snoops The X Files Jack and Jill
8 Maovie Maovie
200 The Practice
9:30

Shows in bold are new: shows in jtalic are in new time periods. Shows with an asterisk * are produced and airing in HDTV,
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The gray change bar indicates entnes new or
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for defivery to U.S. addresses. Those living in
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we exchange newsletters. These can be read
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probéems ordering any of the iterms listed,

Member Ads

For sale, one highly accurate copy of
Avon's 3rd season outfit, the one with the
white mplgnm collar, studded shor-sleaved
overvest with biack “leather”™ (vinyl) trim, Top
and overvest only. (He lost the pants at
Gauda Prime,) Has won hall costume awards
at several cons. (Not because of the missing
pants.) Sized 34-36 for men. Might fita 38
in a pinch. Buyer must provide own attitude.
$30.00U5, postage included in price. BN, El-
rod, 4800 Kilpatrick Ave., Fort Worth TX
76116

Fanzines: Availahle

Badiands. Multimedia. SASE for informa-
tion. Ann Boudreau, 304-314 Broadway Ave.,
Winnipeg MB R3C 055

Beloved Adversary, (B7-PGF), Also se-
quel A Delicate Balance. $15 br/$17 fc
each, If ondered together, $27 br/$29 fc.
Hathleen Resch, PO Box 1766, Temple City,
CA 91780.

Best of Spacefall 2. £2 80 sea/£3.70
air, {Checks to ""Horzon, the BT Appreciation
Society”') Ann Steele, 66 Sherwood Park Rd.,
Sutton, Surrey SM1 256G

Bizarro Coloring Album, 515. Also
Bizarro Zine. ssues 1-4 $15 each. Linda
HKnights (see separate listing)

Blake's Doubles 1-4, BT novelias (2 per
issue). #1 $14 US/S18 elsewhere, #2 517
US/$20 elsewhers, #3 $18 US/$22 sisa-
where, #4 $20 US/524 ehsewhere, Linds
Hnights [see separate listing)

The Cost of the Cheeseboard. A saque|
to The Totally Imaginary Cheeseboard and The
Other Side of the Coin. $12 US/Canada, $20
elsewhere. Beth Friedman, 4242 Minnehaha
Ave, 5., Minneapolis, MN 55406

Deadlier Than The Male (B7), 520 US,
$22 Canada, $24 Europe, $26 Pacific. Jodnn
gﬁMn:Cnr. 2580 |-25 North, Pueblo CO B1008-

14

Derelicts is & fourth-season Blake's 7
one. £5.50 in UK. £6 in Ewrope, £T7 USA,
E7.20 Aus/NZ. Judith Proctor, 28 Diprose
Rd., Corfe Mullen, Wimbome, Dorsat
BH21 3QY England

Destiny i Morgan & O°Cullane's anthol-
ogy of BT stories. 523 US$27 elsewhere,
Linda Knights (see separate lsting)

DSV, lssue 2 out; also seeking submis-
sions for issge 3, Celeste Hotaling-Lyons, 28
Chestnut 5t., Everatt MA D2149

The Epic. £6.35 sea/£8.50 air. (Checks
to “Haorizon, the BT Appreciation Society™)
Ann Steele, 66 Sherwood Park Rd., Sutton,
Sumey SM1 256G

Fifth Season (87). Classic anthologies
are being remastered, SASE for pricing infor-
mation, Linda Mnights (see separate listing)

Gambit (BT). Jean Graham's anthology is
now available agam after a year out of prnt.
#1, 2, 4 51B US/S22 eisewhere, #3, 5 518
US/323 elsewhere. #5-13 520 US/'$24 alse-
where. #14 523 US/527 elsewhers. Linda
Knights (see separate [sting)

Gateway to Time (DW/BT). Clubgine of
the 5t. Louis CIA, Issue 5 $11.50, lssue B
$12. PO. Box 733, 51 Louis MO 63188

Ghaost. Gth season story in four pans. Part
1 57, pars 2-4 $8 each; payable in cash or
add £5 for checks. Judith Seaman, 3 Biith-
field Gardens, Chellatton, Derby DET 1340

Horiron. Clubzine of Horzon. 1ssues &,
11, 12,13, 14, 15, 16, 17 £3.25 sea/£4.60
air each, Issues 7, 9, 10 £3.10 sea/£4,15 air
each, Issues 1 and 8 (combined) £4.45
sea/£5.80 air. (Checks to "Horizon; the BT
Appreciation Society") Ann Stesle, 66 Sher-
wood Park Rd., Sutton, Surrey SM1 256

The Horizon Blake's 7 Colouring Book.
20 pages of ilustrations. 90p sea/£1.75 air.
[Checks 1o "Horizon, the BT Appreciation So-
ciaty”") Ann Steele, 66 Shenwood Park Rd.,
Sutton, Surrey SM1 256G

The Horizon Blake's 7 Technical Man-
wal, Parts 1 and 3 each £5.30 sea/£5.35 air.
Part 2 £5 sea/£8 30 air, (Checks to “"Horizon,
the B7 Appreciation Society”) Ann Steele, 65
Sherwood Park Rd., Sutton, Surrey SM1 256

The Horizon Interviews. £4.60
£ea/£5.90 air. (Checks to "Horizon, the BT
Appreciation Society') Ann Steefe, 566 Sher-
wood Park Rd., Sutton, Surrey SM1 256G

Jabberwocky 1-14 is the entire gen saga
by Shella Paulson, avallable in 4 parts sold
separately. Parts 1-4 $26; parts 5-8, 520;
parts 8-13 $22, part 14 $12. [Prices US$
cash from Proctor directlv,) Juwdith Proctor, 28

Rd., Corfe Mullen, Wimbome, Dorset
BH21 30 England or Linda Knights (see
separate listing)

Last Stand at the Edge of the World
{B7). Ashton Press fllow-up navel to City at

the Edge of Forever. 518 US/522 elsewhere,
Sequel Shadow at the Edge $15 US/519
elsewhere, Linda Knights (see separate fisting)

Linda Knights agents many fanzines from
many fandoms. SASE for current flyer and
price list. Linda Knights, KnightWriter Press,
6292 Dak Ct, Sumas, WA 98295-
B232Visa/MC accepted. Chocks payable to
Linda Knights. All orders carry flat 32 handling
fee por order,

Limitations. Single story oine by a group
of aignt writers including Kathnn Andersen,
Jean Graham, Michelle Moyer, Judith Proctor,
Danvid Sanderson, and Susan Schnitiger. Sec-
ond season, all characters, bul & better role
for Gan than he normally pats. UK £2.20,
Europe £2.70, USA £3 or $5 cash, AusNZ
£.30, Judith Proctor, 28 Diprose Rd., Corfe
Muller, Wimbome, Dorset BH21 30, England

The Machiavelll Factor by Lillian
Shepard is & Blake's 7 gerzine. £11.50 UK,
£12.50 Eur, £14.50 USA, £15 Aus. Judith
Froctor, 28 Diprose Rd., Corfe Mulien, Wim-
bome, Dorset BH21 30QY, England

Neutron Flow (multimedia). Clubzine of
tha Whoosier Network. Issue 3 53, 304 Bluff
St., Crawfordsville IN 47933-1232

Perivale Expatriate (DW) s devoted to
the Doctor's companion Ace. $10 ppd. Jim
Zerkei, 12848 W. Playfield Dr., Crestwood IL
60445

Questions of the Past (BT) = a collec-
tian of unpublished Linda Hnights stones, $19
US/523 elsewhere. Linda Hnights (see sepa-
rate lsting)

Refractions. Multimedia gerzing. |ssue 1
UK £3, Europe £4.10, US 57 cash. Issue 2
UK £4.30, Europe £4.80, USA 510 cash. Ju-
dith Proctor, 28 Diprose Rd, Corfe Mullen,
Wimbome, Dorset, BH21 30Y, US agent:
Beth Friedman, 4242 Minnehaha Ave. 5.,
Minneapalis, MN 55406: inquire about pric-
ing: Australia/MNew Zealand: for pncing contact
Mathryn Andersen, 5 Epsom Ct., Donvale VIC
3155,

Roads Not Taken features stories which
spring from turming points in a televised show
and take the story in a different direction,
%22 ppd. Loma Breshears, 3700 Sutherdand
Ave. #F.5, Knowville TN 37919

Serendipitous Scenarios (multimedia).
Clubzine of Serendipity. lssue 3 $21 ppd. Also
seshing submissions for future issues. Denise
Loague, 4620 SE 26th 5L, Del City OK
73115

Serrated Seven (B7) is Ashton Press’
hurt/comiort & . When you |ove to see
your heroes ache... 523 US/$27 elsewhera.
Linda Knights (see separate listing

v Peripherals, page 7
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The Seven Live On. SASE for information
on issues 1-10; ssue #11 due soon, #12 in
1998. K, Rae Travers, Bearly Spaced Enter-
prises, 24 Cynthla Road, Seekonk MA 02771

Southern Seven (B7). #1. 2, 4, 9 523
US/S2T elsewhere. #3, 6, 8 522 US/526
elsewhere, #6 (double issue) 520 US/533
elsewnere, #7 524 US'S2E elsewhere. #10
$27 US/E31 elsewhere. Linda Mnights fsee
separate listing)

Standard by Several. Clubzine of Several
Uniimited. Issue 2 57.50 ppd. issue 3 $10
ppd. Issue 4 $11.50 ppd. Also seeking sub-
missions for future issues. Several Uniimited,
PO. Box 1765, Bellaire TX 77402

Star One and Star Two, UK £3.50,
Europe £4.50, USA £5 or US 58 cash,
Aus™Z £5.50. 50p or 51 discount when pur-
chased topgather. Also Star Three, UK £12,
Europa £13, USA £15 or 524 cash, Aus/™Z
£16. Alsd accepting submissions for future is-
sues, (No US dollar checks). Judith Proctor
28 Diprose Rd, Corfe Mullen, Wimbome, Dor-
sef, BH21 3Qr

Strangers Among Us (B7/ST). £2.70
sea/£3.50 ar. (Checks to “Horizon, the BT
Appreciation Society'') Ann Steele, 66 Sher-
wood Park Rd., Sutton, Sumey SM1 256

Tents of Goth. Blake's 7 genzine, 57 plus
postage. David R, Sanderson, 3784 W 3280
5, West Valley City, UT 84120

Threads Through Infinity. $18 ppd. Also
seeking submissions for future issues, Sherr
Fillingham, PO. Box 686, Washinglon Growe
MD 208B0-0686

Trenchcoat 2 (DW). Devoted to the
elghth Doctor. SASE for cument pricing, James
Bow., 99 Krug, Kitchener ON N2H 2X8

Trust, Like The Soul, 56 ppd. Empire
Books, PO. Box 625, Murray KY 42071

The Void Aflame, Like a Bonfire. 58
ppd. Sharon Monroe, B175 Claymore Ave, E.,
lrver Grove His MN 55076

The Web. issue 1 £3.25 sea/£4.60 air
ppd, lssue 2 £2.70 sea/£3.50 ait(Checks 1o
“Horizon, the BT Appreciation Society™) DV-
ane Gies, 18 Holi Rd., North Wembley, Mig-
diesex HAD 3PS

What On Earth Happened To You? is an
all-Roj Blake zine dealng mainly with what
happened to him after Star One until Gawda
Prime and beyond, 518. Delta Dome Press,
¢/o Nicole Pefty, 3140 Tina Lane, Marietta
GA 30066-4312

World Turned Upside Down (B7). Mas-
snve BT novel (552 pp.) printed as two vol-
umes but sold together, $34 US$39
elsawhere. Linda Knights (see separate listing)

Audio and Video

Anglicon offers sets of videos of their first
four conventions. $25 per sat in VHS, PO
Box 75536, Seattie WA 95125

Doctor Who Video Funzine. Compilation
of skits, spoofs, inteniews, Music videos, etc.
£12 ppd. Other videos available; SASE for

fiyer. Panda Proguctions, PO, Box 51562, In-
dianapails IN 46251

Travis: The Final Act is an audio play
which attempts to analyse the character of
Travis, also includes inteniews. £8 ppd.
({Checks mw “Homzon, the B7 Appreciation So-
ciety”) Diane Gies, 18 Holt Rd., North Wem-
biey, Midde. HAD 3PS5

Together Again is a series of interiaw
tapes featuning members of the Blake's
Tecast. Tape 1 “Blake's Back” features Gareth
Thomas and Paul Darmow, Tape 2 "Libera-
tored” adds Michasl Heating, and tape 3 “Ac-
tion™ adds Stephen Gred, Tape 4 “Kingmaker”
features Gareth Thomas, Paul Darrow and Pe-
ter Tuddenham with the senes’ first producer,
David Maloney. Tape 5 “Elements” features
Thomas, Darmow, Maloney and Supreme Com-
mander Jacqueling Pearce. (Tapes 4 and 5
form a two-pan celebration of the sanes’
20th anniversary. | $15 sach, Sheelagh Weis,
20a New Road, Brentford, Middx, TWE ONX

Your Personal Adventure Theatre of
the Mind is a set of three audio tapes. Tape
1: A 3rd season Blake's 7 story, Fairy tales,
Comedy, and tales 10 scare you. Vanous
authors. Tape 2: Two adventures by C.K.
Smith. The first Is Tears of the Tirtle whanm we
find out why parhaps, we should let sieeping
dragons fie. The second & a timeless love
story, The Promise. Tape 3: The Spooky Tape:
Romance and a European vampine Count, Twi-
light Zone style hormor, Manslaughter at the of-
fice, Suspense, posms and an ali Amercan
vampire, Various authors, $7.50 each tape.
Alice Yount, RO. Bax 31715, St Louis, MO
63131-0715

Books

ISBN numbers are included for conven-
ience in ordenng books from your favorite re-
tailer,

Blake's T: The Inside Story by loe Naz-
zaro features lots of photos and commentary
about the BBC seres. Virgin Books, 1997,
144 pp. Paperback 0753500442, (Also avail-
able from Space Rat Press, PO. Box 422,
Park Ridge NJ 07656 for 522,99 ppd.}

Enterprising Women: Television Fan-
dom and the Creation of Popular Myth. By
Camille Bacon-Smith, Lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Folklore and Folkdife at the University
of Pennsyhvania. University of Pennsylvania
Press, 1991, 342 pp, Hardback 0 8122
3098 1; paperback O 8122 1379 3.

Textual Poachers: Television Fans and
Participatory Culture. By Henry Jenkins, As-
sistant Professor of Literafure at M.LT, Rout-
ledge, 1992, 304 pp. Hardback O 415
90571 0; paperback 0 415 90572 9.

Merchandise

Bookmarks. A sereis of seven bookmarks
featuning the orginal Blake's 7 crew, $11
ppd. Also available: Senmlan bookmark $3

ppd. Sheelagh J. Wells, 204 New Road, Brent-
ford, Middk, TWE ONX, England

Bumper Stickers: two designs, I ¥ BT"
and "My Other Car Is A Scorpio”™. £2 ppd.
each, £3.50 for both, (Checks to "Horzon,
the BT Appreciation Society”) Kathy Stemy, 8
Watercrook Mews, Westlea, Swindan, Wilts.
SNG TAS

Calendar. 12-month Blake’s 7 photo cal-
endar. Available starting any month you wish.
Each month has a color telepic. Photos from
first season. $16 USS20 elsewhere. . Linda
Knights (see saparate listing)

Coffee Mugs: featuring Harizon logo and
club motto, sikver artwork on black back-
ground. £7.25 ppd. (Checks to *'Harizon, the
BT Appreciation Society”) Gl Dunn, 38
Ardeme Rd., Timperiey, Altrincham, Cheshire
WALS 6HJ

Note Pads: Five separate designs, 50
sheets per AS-size pad. £1.75 sea/E£2 35 air
per pad, set of all five £6.50 sea/£8.15 air.
(Checks to "'Harizon, the BT Appreciation So-
ciety) Gill Dunn, 38 Ardeme Rd., Timperey,
Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 6HJ

Photos. Seven beautiful color photo-
graphs of Blake's 7 heroes, exclusae to the
“Together Again™ collection. SASE for fiyer. .
Sheelagh J. Wells, 204 New Road, Brenfford,
Middx. TWB ONX, England

Photos. Photo disk available with 40 first-
season Blake's 7 photosftelepics, Focus is on
Blake. Avon and Vila with some Jenna, Gan,
Cally. JPEG format, 3200240, for Windows.
510 US/$14 other, Linda Knights (see sepa-
rate listing)

Print: B&W |thographed print of Blake,
Avon available soon, $11 ppd. Sheelagh J.
Weils, 204 New Road, Brentford, Middx, TWE
ONX England

Prints: Prints and photo prints of media
actors. SASE for catalog. Jean Kuge, 5462-
A Morganford Rd., 5t. Louls, MO 631165-
233T

Teddy Bears: 11-1/2-inch Denna Stan-
nis, 12-inch Berr Avon, 13-inch Roj Bear-
Lake, mone, all fully movable (jointed) and
costumed. SASE for photo-flyer, Marfan Men-
?fﬁo 3500 E. Ninth Lane, Hialeah FL 33013-

Adzine is "an information sendce for me-
dia fandom,” £3 per issue. Janel Eliicolt, 43
Brooksbhank House, Relreat Place, Maming
Lane, Hackney, London ES 6RN

Factsheat Five is "the definitive guide 1o
the zine revolution,” advertising zines of all
kinds, APAs, music, ete, $20 per year bulk
rate, $40 first class. PO, Box 170099, San
Francisco CA 94117-0099

Generic Ad Zine (GAZ) features alphabeti-
cal listings of fanzines by fandom. Star Trek
and ST:TNG listed In a separate volume. Pub-

= Peripherals, page 8

ORAC's home on the Web! htip://orac.cjb.net
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fished quartary. Main volume $13 par year,
Trek supplament $6.50 per year, both 518
per year, Candace Pulleine, PO. Box 980744,
Houston TX TT098-0744

Madia Monitor is a sermannual adznne.,
56 per issue. Plastic Cow Productions, RO,
Box 3081, Danville CA B4526-8081

APA's/Letterzines

Altazine is a Blake's 7 letterzing. Mini-
mum £5 or $10 covers one o two issues, de-
pending on page count. In UK: Neil Faulkner,
Wellesiey, G First Avenue, Clifforndlle, Mar-
gate, Hent, CTS 2LG. In USA: Judith Proctor,
28 Diprose Rd, Carfe Mulien, Wimbame, Dor-
set, BH21 3Q¥

Con-Temporal is a monthly comention
fisting. One year 530 in U.5., $39 slsewhere.
Pegasus Publishing, 2501 W Sublett Rd.
#8890, Adington TX T6017-5461

# Flotilla 13 is a multimedia writer's
and artists not for profit group. Dues are 512
& year and submissions to the bimaonthly NL,
are required for membership. We also use
gennng type matenal, SASE for curment infor-
mation. Alice Yount, PO. Box 31715, St
Louls MO 63131

Rallying Call is a quarterly APA devoted
to Blake. SASE for info. Sue Clerc, 131 Bald-
win Ave., Bowling Green, OH 43402

& Friends of Doctor Who is the United
States” largest actve Doctor Who fan organiza-
tion. Quanedy newsietter, Dues $7.50, PO
Box 14111, Reading PA 19612

& Horizon, the BY Appreciation Soci-
ety, is the onginal and largest Blake's T fan
group. Publish Horizon newsletter, other
books ang merchandise. Dues for four news-
letters (about two yeans): US/Canada £18
aif£12.50 sea; UK £10; Europe £12.50;
Aus/NZ £19.75 air/£12.50 sea. Please send
SAE + %1 bill for complete pnce info and zine
list. Kathy Sterry, 8 Watercrook Mews, Wes-
tiea, Swindon, Wilts, SNS TAS

& ORAC covers Blake's 7 and other me-
dia fandoms. Based in Dallas-Fort Worth anea.
Bimonthly newsletter Tarrie/ Cell. Dues $12 In
US, US%13 in Canada, USS18 elsewhere,
Outside US please pay by postal money order,
PO. Box 566123, Dallas TX 75356-6123

& The Pharos Profect is based in
Toronto and follows British science fiction TV,
Quarterly club magazine Singulanty. Annusl
dues $10. c/o Andrew Gurudata, 1021-2699
Bartieford Rd., Mississauga ON LSN 3RS

BN. Eirod Fan Club follows the author of
The Vampire Files series, Quarnterly newslettes,
autographed button, discounts. Dues $10 in
UsS, $12 elsewhere, PO, Box 100362, Fort
Worth TX 76185

& Prydonians of Prynceton is one of
Amenca's largest fan-run science fiction me-
dia glubs. Monthly newslatter Prydionian Rene-

Fade. Dues $12. PO, Box 3194, Princeton NS
08543-3194

& 5t. Louis CIA is the St Lows area Doc-
tor Who fan club. Bimonthly newsietter Time
Lord Times, zine Gateway to Time, Dues 512,
PO, Box 733, 5i. Louis MO 63188

& Serendipity is a Doctor Who/Blake's 7
club working 1o return the Two programs to
the airwaves in Okdahoma. Monthly newsletter
Sooner Time and Space Traveller. No dues,
but send 51 for newsletter. Caral Myers, 600
SW 134th, Box 27, Oklahoma City OK 73170

# Several Unlimited is the Houston area

umm ” E
your column! If you
have any new or
updated items to
include in
“Peripherals”,
please send them
to:
“Peripherals”
ORAC
P.0. Box 566123
Dallas TX
75356-6123 USA

Blake's 7 and other media fan group. Bi-
monthly newsletter Notes from the Under-
ground; zine Standard by Several, Dues $12.
Box 1766, Bellaire TX 77402

# U.5. Branch of UNIT is a Doctor Whoa,
soience fiction and British media fan club.,
Monthly newsletter Trap One Repart. Dues $8
{checks to UNIT). Pawl Scoft Aldred, 22 West
Druid Hill Ave., Randalph MA 02368-5211

& Whoosier Netwark follows Doclor
Who and other British shows throughout Indi-
ana. Monthly newsietter Gallifreyan Gazatte,
nne: Negtron Flow. Dues $10. 304 Bhuff St.,
Crawfordsville [N 47933-1232

Where To Write

Giynis Barber, c/o Susan Shaper Assoc.,
174/8 N. Gower St., London NW1 2NB.

Jan Chappell, ¢/o Diane Gies, 18 Holt
Rd., North Wemibley, Middx. HAD 3P5.

Brian Croucher. oo CCA Personnel, 7 St
Georga's Square, London SW1V 2HX,

Paul Darrow and Janet Lees Price, oo
Ann Bown, Avon Fan Club, 37a Byfieet Ave.,
Oid Basing, Basingstoke, Hants. RG24 OHR.

4

Stephen Grelf, c/o Roger Carey Assoc.,
31 Mensington Church St., London WE Lad.

Mat Irvine, c/o BBC Visual Effects Dept.,
250 Westemn Ave., North Acton, London
W3 axl.

David Jackson, c/o Joseph & Wagg Per-
sonal Mgt., 2 Tunstall Road, London
SWE BBN.

Michael Keating, c/fo Namow Road Co.,
22 Poland St., London Wa 300D,

Sally Knyvette, ofo Marina Martin Mgt.,
12/13 Poland 5t., London WiV 3DE

Steven Pacey, c/o Barry Burnett Org.,
Grafton House, 2 Golden Square, Londan W1

Josette Simon, oo Markham and Froggtt
Ltd,, 3 Windmill 5t., London W1.

Gareth Thomas, /o Julian Beifrage As-
soc., 46 Albemarie St,, London W1X 4PP

Peter Tuddenham, c/o BBC TV Centre,
Wood Lane, London W12 80T,

Sheclagh Wells, c/o 204 New Road,
Brantford, Middx, TW8 ONX,

Back Issues

Many back issues of Tarmel Cell are still
avallable at £2 ppd. each. We are sold out of
August, October and December 1988; April,
June and December 1889; and February and
April 1993 ssues. Write ORAC for more infor-

mathon.
Guide to Submissions

Sond a copy of your flyer or pertinent infor-
mation for your entry to Peripherals, ORAC,
P.O. Box 566123, Dallas TX 75356.

Enciose a SASE if you would like & reply,
Listings are free, and are accepled on a
space-gvailable bass,

To have yaur flyers sent in our bimanthly
newsletter mailing, send 200 fiyers and a
check for $5 (to help defray our added postal
axpanse) to the abowe address.

Unless preciuded by an early deadline,
items will be isted for at least three consecu-
tive issues,

Inclus:on In this column does not Neces-
sanly imply endorsement by ORAC.4

got
Spo0?

ORAC's home on the Web! http-//orac.cjb.net
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AN OPPORTUNITY TO COLLECT
A SELECTION OF UNIQUE ITEMS
FEATURING THE STARS OF THE
CLASSIC TV SERIES BLAKE'S 7

» -
1 The Together Again Audio Tapes
A senes. of one-houf-iong iapes affor 1 rare ghmpse of
lfe betund the comenas of the clas woe-Netion serfes
sBlake's Back reunites Gareth Thomas and Paul
Darrow in their first joint interview sinca “"|_D-0'I.IT
ended. They share stories of chalk pits E!n N
small bears and leather underwear! Price £8.25/515.00
itnc FAPI
sLiberatored Michasl Keaiing joins Gareth Thomas
and Paul Darrow 1o discuss sleeping arrangements on
the Liberator, the misadventures of Gan, and the hit
parade of 1981! Price £8.25/515.00 linc P&M

sAction features Gareth Thomas, Paul Darrow, Michasl
Keating and and Stephen Grell. Their conversation
includes theatrical memaores, the domestic life on the
Liberator and another visii 1o Hardcore Leather!

Price £8.25/515.00 linc P&P:

sKingmaker — A Tribute to Terry Nation, We wealcome
David Maloney, his production assistant Judith Smith,
Gareth Thomas, Paul Darrow and Peter Tuddenham

We learn of the senes beginning of casting, conventions
and the start of fandom. Price £8.25/515.00 linc F&EPI

2 ‘Seven’ Special
Edition Colour Photos
Very special colour photographs
[ £ 1o the Collecion
D Bound ond Gogged iGareth Thomas
Pauwl Diamrow and Michasl F,L"d1|!1(jl
Blake's Back cover shot iGaneth andPagl
Wonted Michae! wilh postert
Bignkgr ST iGareth reprises hig role as
@ dth season Blakel
ront of Poul iFaul in the gardeni
q and the Three Monkeys (David
ey with Gareth, Paul and
Peter Tuddenham
Batund you’ IGareth and Jacqueking
Pearced
%o D iGin x 4ind is £1,50,/53.00 finc PAP
il F. G H | and J (Tin x Sre are
£2 00/54 50 each linc PAPY

sElements Supreme CommanderJacqueline Pearce
discusses with Paul Darrow the unique relationship
betwesn Servalan and Avon. Gareth Thomas, Paul Darrow,
David Maloney and Judith Smith tell more hilarious tales
of ‘glamorous’ locations, Vere Lormimer and the changes
made in season four, Price £8 25/515.00 each tinc PAPI

*Solstice Garcth Thomas, Paul Darrow, direciors
Pennant Roberts and Mary Ridge. One of them launched
the Liberator — the otheér blew it up and returmed a year
later to kill off Blake. The firsi and final days of Bloke's 7
revisited, Price £8.25/5 15.00 each linc PAM

sTape Vil - Seven lavailable Autumn 1999,

If you think you knew everything aboul Blake’s 7 -
think again. A very special edition of the Together
Again tapes.

3 Limited Edition
Lithographic
Portraits of Gareth
Thomas as Blake

and Paul Darrow |

as Avon Audio Tapes Price EB 25/515 00 each ling PAP ;

Minor Miracles/Goode Intentions *Blake’s Back____copies  *Libevatored  copies  ®Achon____copies l

prasent the Brst iwo in a series of * Kingmaker copées  *Elements____coples  *Solstice_____copies |

authonzed partraits — Deautiful black |

and white, A4 prnis oficially approved Exciusive Photographs Limited Edition Portraits :

by Gareth Thomas and Paul Darnow Price foe O £1.50/53,00 inc PLF Price €6 500% 11 DO inc PAP |
Price £6 50/%11.00 ling PP WAL A0 e RS

All piners £2.00/54.50 sach linc P&F Gareth Thomas copied :

O copes H____ copies Paul Darrow copies |

E copies | copies I

_ copees I cOpHes ]

r e i

- coples Send orders ta: |

Ma ok Sheelagh J. Wells :

Araas 20A New Road, Brentford, |

- - o Middlesex TWE OMNX, UK. |

Tl}gEﬂ'lEf ﬂgﬂlll e e —— All chegues payvable [a |

= = Sheelagh J, Wells |

Collection g |



Channel Crossing
‘Whose Line’ producers find new market in exports

By Danny Leigh

The Guardian

cross time zones, across con-

inents, a strange and power-
ful force unites vast swathes of
the global population. Unfettered
by national borders or cultural dif-
ferences, it draws together the
Aborigine tribesman, the Ama-
zonian forest-dweller, the rabbi in
Tel Aviv and the cleric in the Vati-
can. And the name of this all-em-
bracing planetary phenomenaon,
this totem of collective human-
ity? Don't Forget Your Tooth-
brush.

But not Don't Forget Your
Toothbrush, the ratings-grabbing
Channel 4 game show on which
Chris Evans honed his overween-
ing screen persona back in the
mid-90s. Not quite. What the
world and its wife are huddling
around their TVs for is Don't For-
get Your Toothbrush, the interna-
tionally marketable, indubitably
profitable format-for-hire. Which
isn't the same thing at all.

Because the format is not the
programme: it's merely the back-
of-an-envelope big idea behind
the programme wrapped up in a
neat conceptual package and
sold on abroad to be remade ac-
cording to each new buyer’s
specifications. So, for example,
Danish viewers tuning in to the
hugely popular - in Denmark -
Husk Lige Tandborsten (literally
Please Remember The Tooth-
brush) aren’t being fobbed off
with dubbed reruns of Chris
Evans handing out holidays to
studio audiences fresh in from
Birmingham, Newcastle and Car-
diff. No; they're being treated to
the Danish equivalent of Chris
Evans handing out holidays to
studio audiences fresh in from
Esbjerg, Odense and Ringkobing.

This template for exchange is
fast becoming the industry norm.
TV companies everywhere from
Finland to Australia get their pro-
gramming handed to them on a
silver platter, while the - usually
British or American - producers
of the genuine article bank a
hefty cheque. Everyone's a win-
ner.

Well, Chris Evans certainly
was, amassing a sizeable chunk
of his oft-discussed (by him) £5
million fortune through hawking
the rights to the Toothbrush for-
mula around 14 different coun-
tries in the last three years. And
it's his gratingly triumphant acu-
men that’s credited with inspiring
the current boom in the multilin-
gual format swap shop.

“The success of Toothbrush
was a definite tuming point for a
market which had previously
been content with variations on
The Price Is Right," observes
Channel 4 Intermational’s Alix
Wiseman. “These days, the m-
inute the trade press announces
anything new, my phone starts
nngng.”

And "anything” would seem
the operative word judging by the
latest product about to be shifted
overseas. In the last fortnight
alone, Channel 4 has begun ne-
gotiations with broadcasters in
both Europe and the US to fran-
chise The Young Person's Guide
To Becoming A Rock Star, Span-
ish TV has bought Sky's Beat
The Crusher, Channel 5's House
Doctor has been flogged to New
Zealand and, bafflingly, the
French have picked up Never
Mind The Buzzcocks ("N'est Pas
Le Cure?")

None of which should suggest
that the format trade is an en-
tirely novel development. In fact,
ever since the BBC acquired the
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rights to This Is Your Life from
CBS in 1959, Britain and the US
have peddled their pitches to
one another with metronomic
regularity. They gave us Blind
Date (originally The Dating
Game); we gave them Cosby
{lifted from One Foot In The
Grave), They gave us The Upper
Hand (formerly Tony Danza vehi-
cle Who's The Boss?); we gave
them Three's Company (aka Man
About The House). They gave us
Days Like These (Luton's answer
to That 70s Show); we gave
them Fitz (the slimline Cracker).
They gave us Wheel Of Fortune
{(known over here as... Wheel Of
Fortune); we gave them Sanford
And Son (Steptoe And Son in
South Central - geniusl).

But it's only recently that the
rest of Europe has started snuf-
fling through UK schedules to fill
its airtime, something best attrib-
uted to the simple fact there's
now so much airtime to fill. “De-
regulation and the subsequent
explosion of channels has meant
European producers are increas-
ingly on the look out for good
quality ideas,"” remarks Hat Trick
Productions’ Hilary Strong; and,
after selling 23 formats to 12 dif-
ferent countries since leasing out
Whose Line Is It Anyway? to bits
of Scandinavia in 1995, she
should know,

Indeed, Hat Trick has punted
its array of sitcoms and panel
shows around the continent with
such tireless entrepreneurial zeal
that it's now near impossible to
avoid them. Popping over to Am-
sterdam? Why not tune in to Dit
Was Het Nieuws, the hilariously
Dutch take on Have | Got News
For You? Getting away from it all
in scenic Sweden? Be sure to
catch Parlementet, the political

vaHat Trick, page 11
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parlour game based on If | Ruled
The World, Passing through Ber-
lin? The memory of Gaby Roslin
need never be forgotten with
Kein Geld Der Weit, the Teutonic
version of Whatever You Want.
Widely acknowledged as mas-
ters of the game, Hat Trick's MO
goes something like this: first,
present interested parties with a
snappy pregis of the relevant pro-
gramme (so, for instance, BBC
2's Game On becomes a “young,
hip, sexy studio-based sitcom re-
volving around the life of three
twentysomethings sharing a
flat"). Next, license the format
only if supplying your technical
expertise is included in the deal -
by insisting on proffering the wis-
dom of your experience, you'll
significantly bump up your origi-
nal fee. Finally, make sure you're

But, leaving gunge aside for a
moment, what kind of money are
we actually talking about? Per-
haps predictably, information
about exact sums is thin on the
ground; yet what is clear is that
even if the price of the rights only
runs to the tens rather than the
hundreds of thousands, by the
time royalties and the nebulous
“know-how" have been added to
the bill, your humble format
should have turned into a pleas-
indly succulent cash cow.

“Certainly, when you have a
very successful format which has
sold to a number of different
countries,” Jarvis confirms, "It
can be extremely lucrative, par-
ticularly bearing in mind that
many of the programmes in-
volved might not even be airing
in Britain any more.” Terrifyingly,

Hat Trick has punted its amray of sitcoms
and panel shows around the continent with
such tireless entrepreneurial zeal that it’s

now near impossible to avoid them.

getting royalties on every epi-
sode: if the show tums out to be
runaway success, why shouldn't
you be snagging a healthy slice
of the cake?

It's a logic endorsed by Colin
Jarvis, Director of Programme
Sales for BBC Worldwide. “Obvi-
ously, there's a charge for the
rights to the show,” he explains,
“and then hopefully there are re-
peat fees and so on. But it's also
very important to give producers
the benefit of your know-how,
which can include any number of
things. For example, when the
Dutch were making Monte Carlo,
which is their version of Noel's
House Party, we had to spend a
great deal of time on the phone

advising them on the comect con-

sistency of gunge.”

T:iil'l“iﬂl Cell

he's referring to That's Life and
Jim’ll Fix It, both of which have
spawned European imitations
still pulling in the bucks for the
BBC long after their progenitors
were put out of their misery.
Meanwhile, the other bonus of
the know-how clause is that you

get to exercise some kind of qual-

ity control. No one wants to be
associated with a turkey, even if
it is only going out in Norway,
and by ensuring your involvement
in the initial production, you're
also safeguarding that all-impor-
tant corporate brand name.
Once again, Colin Jarvis has
House Party on his mind. “We
are very conscious of our image.
| remember the Spanish contact-
ing us,"” he continues, a note of
outrage in his voice, “and asking
whether Mr Blobby could be

green. To which we said no. Mr
Blobby is pink, and for a number
of important commercial rea-
sons, the BBC regards it as es-
sential that he stay pink.”

In the midst of all this expan-
sionist commerce, however, the
memory of those formats which
proved too sickly to survive the
trip abroad still haunts the mar-
ket. God knows, we British have
tried to forget Married For Life,
the Russ Abbot-starring mangling
of Married With Children, just as
America still shudders at the
thought of Men Behaving Badly
and Roseanne Barr's Absolutely
Fabulous - but business has no
choice but to remember. So, a
company like Hat Trick has to
keep one eye forever trained on
the possibility that their mirthful
panel show could lose everything
in the translation, “You have to
be aware that different countries
have different senses of hu-
mour," admits Hilary Strong.
“Britain and the Nordic countries
tend to find the same things
funny, but Spain, Italy and the
Mediterranean countries enjoy
things which are perhaps a little
less dry.”

Nonetheless, despite such mi-
nor quibbles, it's looking more
like the harmony and oneness
among mankind that politics and
organised religion have failed to
deliver could finally become real-
ity through the saving grace of
quality light-entertainment for-
mat sales. Let's face it, would
there be time for war when the
whole world knew Have | Got
News For You is on in a minute?
Forget Jesus, Buddha and Marx:
our new gods shall be known as
Nick Hancock, Clive Anderson
and Mark Lamarr. Brothers and
sisters, can | get an Amen?@
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All guest appearances are subject to professional commitments.
% indicates the convention has a web site linked to ORAC's home page.
Don't forget to enclose a SASE when writing for information.

September 1999

2-6 Aussiecon 11l (57th WorldCon) <
Location: World Congress Centre, Melbourne,
Australia, Memberships: US$155 attending,
US$35 supporting Guests: Gregory Benford, Bruce
Gillespie. GPO Box 1212K, Melbourne, 3001,
Australia or PO Box 266, Prospect Heights, IL

60070-0266
10-12 ArmadilioCon 21

Location: Omni Southpark Hotel, 4140 Gover-
nors Row, Austin, Texas. Memberships: $30 at the
door. Guests: Sean Stewart, William Browning
Spencer, Shawna McCarthy, Wayne Barlowe, Hal
Clement, Neil Gaiman. ArmadilloCon 21, PO Box
27277, Austin, TX 78755; 512-868-0036

October 1999

22-24 Hubcon Il

Location: University Center, Texas Tech Univer-
sity, Lubbock, Texas. Memberships: $35 at the
door. Guests: Jeremy Bulloch, Eric Kristiansen, Dr.
James Whitlark, Richard Chevolleau. Legion West,

17-19 RevelCon 11 <

Location: Houston, Texas. Memberships: $40
to 9/30/99, $45 to 12/31/99, $50 to 2/29/00,
$50 thereafter, none sold at door. Guests: Fanzine-
oriented relaxacon. Candace Pulleine, PO Box
980744, Houston TX 77098-0744

May 2000

MI 48906

26-29 Media*West Con 2000 +
Location: Lansing, Michigan. Memberships:
$40 to 12/31/99; 545 to 5/8/00. Guests: Media-
oriented relaxacon, 200 E. Thomas St., Lansing

August 2000

31-9/4 chicon 2000 (58th WorldCon)

Location: Hyatt Regency Chicago, Chicago, llli-

MS 2031-76, TTU, Lubbock, TX 79406

nois. Memberships: $125; supporting $40.
Guests: Ben Bova, Bob Eggleton, Jim Baen, Bob
and Anne Passevoy, Harry Turtiedove. PO. Box
642057, Chicago IL 60664

Reviews... from page 3

have worked in this role. Having
an 8-year-old blow up the Beath
Star droid army controller was

Just silly.
-Doug Muir

Dark ‘Election’

lection — This movie is not

SFE

Go and see it anyway; it's
great. It's about an election for
student government president in
a high school in Nebraska, Now,
you would not think this is some-
thing that would be particularly
funny, or even interesting. But

it's both ... and dark to the point
of near tragedy, too.

Dark humaor. Black humar.

But dead on target. Anyone
who escaped alive from high
school will instantly recognize
every character in this movie,

Done by the same director
who did Citizen Ruth, one damn
funny movie about abortion.
Stars Matthew Broderick, who de-
serves an Oscar (and most cer-
tainly won't get ane) for taking
on the role of a smug middle-
aged, slightly overweight high
school civics teacher. He's ably
opposed by Reese Witherspoon,

Page 12 ¢ June/August 1999

who plays a very ambitious candi-
date.

This is an adaptation of a
pretty good novel by Tom Per-
rotta, and in my humble opinion
it's a case of a movie that is bet-
ter than the book,

Hey, You Got Chocolate In My
Peanut Butter: Rent Election
when it comes out on video, and
make it a double-header with
The Opposite Of Sex. Two juicy
little movies about teenagers and
adults, both full of complicated
plots, moral ambiguities, black
humaor, and great acting.

-Doug Muir

Iérrinl Cell



7 Monthly Meeting

Meet at 2 p.m. at Roxanne
and Cat Conrad's house, 402
Plantation Drive in Arlington.
RSVP to B17-7TB4-B062, See
map 1.

11 Monthly Meeting

Meet at 2 p.m, at Alan and
Sylvia Balthrop's house, 229 Fil-
maore Dr. in Plano. RSVP to 972-
517-9703. See map 2.

25 Tarriel Cell Deadline
Exercise your submissive ten-
dencies! Send your newsletter
contributions to Tarriel Cell, PO.
Box 566123, Dallas TX 75356.

2 Monthly Meeting

Meet at 2 p.m. (tentatively) at
Russ and Louann Miller's, or (al-
ternate location) Cat and Rox-
anne Conrad's. More details to
come. Confirm location with Cat
and Roxanne at 817-784-8062.

" : R - b
rorward Scar)

6 Monthly Meeting

Meet at 2 p.m. at Roxanne
and Cat Conrad’s house, 402
Plantation Drive in Arington.
RSVP to 817-784-8062. See
map 1.

4 Monthly Meeting

Meet at 2 p.m. at Ed
Dravecky's apartment. More info
next issue.

The Forward Scan Calendar is
on the next page.

Hedgcoxe

Fort Worth Mapsco S7E

L
W
Filmore

Plano @

Alma

Logacy

Dallas Mapsco 558R

'II'Eirrinl Cell
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oR ac Forward Scan Calendar OR a C

August 8 - October 9, 1999

Sunday Monday uesday ednesday ursday
August 8 August 9 August 10 August 11 August 12
B: Terry Naton B Laurs [pons

SC In W Sipod,
1987

August 16 August 17 August 18 ust 19
SC A Douhls [ e
1587
August 22 August 23 August 24 August 25 ust 26
R’ Jean Graham SC (eher Peoples
Sacrets, 1587
August 30 August 31 September 1 Sepl
Summar Bank SCr Lk Groen
Holicty' {LA) Men and' (they
Aanang. 1987
ber 8

|| ]
ERE

g
g
hy

LE'

September 6 September 7 Septem September 9 September 10 September 11
Labor Day (US4 B DAAC meeting
Canata) Bt 2 p.m. at Alan and Syivia
AL Krytor, 1988 Balthrop's in Plano, 972-517-
9703,
At Hashanat 576

September 14

£
g
L{

tember 15 September 16 September 17 Saptember 18

g
g
g
&

g g
o g g
> 2

§

e

September 20 September 21 September 22 Septomber 23 Septomber 24 September 25
Yo Kippor A [3rd) Syl mnd Asstumn begang Tarried Cell deadfing
RO Thanks for the Alan Balthyop
Memary, 1588
September 27 September 28 September 29 September 30 October 1 October 2
A Stase Leak B7: Rescue, 1581 DRAL meating
1988 at 2 p.m. at Raxanne and Cat
Conrad's in Adfngton, B17-
TBA-B0GZ

g

October 4 October 5 October & October 7 October 8 October 9
ORACs 1.2h B7. Poneey, 1531 A0 Prireas, 12937
Anniversary!
Labour Dey (AUS)
ALY Oueeg, 1988

Latest ORAC information on the Intemet: http://orac.cjb.net
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Moving?

Please be sure to let ORAC
know when you change your
address. We cannot resend
newsletters returned to us by
the Post Office.

Website Moves

New home on the Internet

The ORAC home page on the World Wide Web
has moved to a new, easy-to-remember location.
Effective lmmedlateiy you can access ORAC on
the Intermet at
The page has also been redesigned tu use
frames, so a 3.0 browser or greater is recom-
mended.

About This Issue

s, we know it's late.
Yes, it's two issues combined into one.
Real Life apologizes for any incanvenience it
has caused.

Flight Loy

has fallen into a temporal vortex and will re-
turn last issue.

Multipurpose Response Form

Enclosed is my one-year membership at $12 (US), $13 (Canada), or $18 (elsewhere), $
___| Check if renewal. (Outsidle US, please pay by postal money orter,)

I wanta new ORAC T-shirtin size L ($10) _IXL ($10) 10 811) 13000 ($11) $

(If not picking up in person, add shipping for T-shirt $4 each
|I'd like to order these back issues of Tamie/ Cell (please specify).
(Prices are listed in the Peripherals section.)

. $

|in Canada, and $18 elsewhere. (Please enclose the recipient’s name and address with this

I‘c:rrrn} .

_| I'm moving. Enclosed is my new address.
Name:
Address:
City: State/Prov.: Postal Code:

Please make checks/money orders payable to ORAC in U.S. funds.
Mail to ORAC, P.0. Box 566123, Dallas TX 75356-6123 USA.
Please allow six to eight weeks for delivery.
9902

]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
|
|
1
]
]
]
1
]
1 |I'd ke to send a gift membership to a friend. Enclosed is $12 for memberships inthe US, §13  |$
]
]
]
]
I
]
]
]
I
]
I
|
I
]
]
]
]
]
]

e e —— T I I I

Tarriel Cell
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Coming Next Week...

Compiled by Lee Whiteside

Star Trek: Voyager

(KTXA EXD) Wednesday B p.m.,
repeat Sunday 9 p.m.)

August 4: Drone (R)

August 11: Edreme Alisk (R)

Rugst 18: i the Fesh ()

At 25; Timekess (R)
September 1 (nee Lipon 2 Time (R)

Seplamber B TBA

Seplember 15: TBA

September 22: Fquinay () and Eguinax I (season premiere)

(LD Wednesday 9 p.m.)

August 18: The Needs of Earth
Augus! 25: Wisiors fom Down e Sireat
Septermber 1: Each Night | ream of Home (series finale)

(kDFW IED Sunday 8 p.m.)

August 1: Mg ()
August 8 The Begivang F)

'I'Jélrriel Cell

L

ORAC
FPO. Box 566123
Dallas TX 75356-6123 USA

Your membership expires on the last day
of the month shown on your mailing label.

Auust 15: T Fatters [Part 100 2) ()
August 22: One San [Pan 20 2] (R)
August 28: pre-ampled
Seplember 5: SR 819 (R)
Sepiember 12: TBA

Luffy the Yompire Sleser
(KDAF EE) Tuesday 7 p.m.)

August 3: Chates (R)
August 10 The Prom (R)
August 1T: Gingertread (R)
Aligust 24: Bad Girts (R)
August 31: TBA
Seplember T: Conseguences ()
Sepiember 14 Earshol (Pulled due bo Colorada shootings)
Sepiember 21: TBA
Seplermber 28 Gracksation Day perts 1 and 2 (R)
Lee Whiteside makes this list available on a regular basss via the
IrlterrmL To mcelve It, send El-rnaul to:.

with a message containing the instruction “subscribe sftv™ (without
the quotes) on the first line of the message,




