
MENU SEARCH

Home » Aviation » Navy Preparing for More Aggressive Growler Operations

Navy Preparing for More Aggressive 
Growler Operations
By: Dave Majumdar
Published: April 7, 2014 2:24 PM
Updated: April 7, 2014 2:24 PM

An EA-18G Growler prepares to launch from the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan 

(CVN 76). US Navy Photo
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The U.S. Navy is shifting its airborne electronic attack (AEA) focus from disrupting the 

enemy’s targeting and tracking of allied aircraft to actively helping friendly forces find and 

eliminate enemy air defenses, service officials said at the Navy League’s Sea-Air-Space 

Exposition 2014 at National Harbor, Md. on Monday.

“Traditionally, the AEA role has been more of a red kill chain disruption,” said Capt. Francis 

Morley, Naval Air Systems Command’s F/A-18 and EA-18G program manager.

“So now a Growler brings in a large piece of that Blue kill chain part from that anti-

access/area denied stand-off target detection, tracking and ID.”

Morley said that the Navy had demonstrated some of the new techniques at the Trident 

Warrior Fleet Exercises 2013 (Flex 2013). 

These included cooperative passive geo-location of enemy emitters using the Rockwell 

Collins-developed Tactical Targeting Network Technology waveform and a technique called 

Emitter Time Distance of Arrival (TDOA) to feed data into the Common Operating Picture 

(COP). The COP in turn is a critical part of the Navy’s Naval Integrated Fire Control- 

Counter-Air (NIFC-CA) construct. 

To make the best use of the new tactics, the Navy will need to integrate Raytheon’s Next 

Generation Jammers (NGJ) onto the Growler and increase the AEA squadron size to 

eight—up from five. However, the Navy has settled on increasing the unit composition to 

seven aircraft—that is if it can convince the Congress to fund additional Growlers. 

The Navy has submitted a request for 22 additional EA-18Gs to Congress in it unfunded list, 

however Morley said that he does not know exactly how many additional aircraft the service 

would need to fill out the expanded squadrons.

“There are studies, you can do things to start upping that number. Where that goes, I don’t 

know,” Morley said.

“[It’s] above my pay-grade.”
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Mike Gibbons, Boeing’s vice president for the F/A-18E/F and Growler program, said that the 

Navy could require anywhere between 50 and 100 additional EA-18G. 

Boeing is also pushing the concept of using the EA-18G for the strike role—particularly 

against enemy air defenses—and the counter-air role. The aircraft would also be a “great” 

battle manager especially in a networked environment, he said. Gibbons said that the 

reason the company is pushing in that direction is because the EA-18G has sensors that 

have much greater range than other warplanes. 

A Navy source said that while it is true the Growler is an excellent battle manager and 

targeting platform, the service would likely use the jet to pass that data to shooters like the 

Super Hornet under the NIFC-CA construct.

Though he could not share any details, Morley said that the first increment of NIFC-CA has 

been released early to the first F/A1-8 squadron that will deploy with the capability. 
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About Dave Majumdar
Dave Majumdar has been covering defense for more than six years. He has written 

for Flight International, Defense News and C4ISR Journal. Majumdar studied 

Strategic Studies at the University of Calgary and is a student of naval history.
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What’s in the Navy’s $10 billion 
Unfunded List 

•

A  — I trust the list of items in this 
article isn't the one submitted.... there are 
several spelling errors.

Updated: Navy Unfunded Request for 
Carrier Refueling Removed 

•

A  — Maybe if the USS George 
Washington was renamed the USS 
Barack Obama, SECDEF Hagel …

F-35 Program Office Confident Marine 
Joint Strike Fighter Will Be Ready … 

•

A  — “I’m within 30 days of completing 
2B on time,” he said. Given what DOTE 
and other reports have said, that is a …

Navy to Decommission Fire Damaged 
USS Miami Today 

•

A  — He should have got a firing 
squad.
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