REPORT

THE CENSUS OF BRITISH BURMA.

Taken on the 17th February 1881,

PART 1.—The Enumeration and Compilation of Results.
' I.—INTRODUCTION,

Tre second general census of British Burma, and the first synchronons census
of the whole of the Indian Empire, was taken on the night of the 17th February 1881,
Since the last regular enumeration of the people in 1872 eight-and-a-half years
had eclapsed, and it was possible on the present occasion to include within the
gcope of a census large numbers of the wilder races and inhabitants of the
mountainous regions of the province for whom previously the annual population
returns of tho Thoogyees or revenuc-collectors had to bo aceepted in licu of
any more elaborate counting. The census which has now been taken represents,
with as much accuracy as can yet be attained in a country like Burma, and with
the agency at the disposal of the cxceutive authorities, the actual facts existing
on the night of the 17th February.

2. Before proceeding to discuss in detail the circumstances connected with
the enumeration, it may bo useful to describe bricfly the steps which preceded the
formation of definite plans for tho cansus of the province.

8. In 1877, on receipt of a despateh from the Sccretary of State regarding
a proposed genersl ecnsus of India to be taken in 1881, a Committee, consisting
of three officers who had been specially employed in connection with the lnst
Indian census, was appointed by the Government of India to consider the whole
sabject. ‘Their report, submitted early in 1878, wa. circulated to local Govern-
ments and Administrations for an expression of opinion on the recommendations
of the Cummittee ; and, among other points, attention was especially drawn to the
following, namely, the possibility of taking the census everywhere on the same
day, the dato to be fixed for the general enumeration, the form of schedulo to be

, used, and the possibility of getting it satisfactorily filled in, the agency to be
employed in taking the census, and whether it should be, paid or not. In reply
the Chief Commissioner stated that, except in the case of tho Karons of the
north-east corner of the Tenasserim division and of the wild tribes of Northern
Arakan, the census might be taken throughout the province on the same day,
and that, even in those tracts, it would be possible to complete the enumeration
within two or three days of the date fixed. Though Febrnary was undoubtedly
an inconvenient month for British Burma, the matter appeared to have been fully
considered by the Committes, and it was therefore accopted as settled that the
census would be taken at that time of the year. Except in minor particulars,
which were subsequently modified, the form of schedule proposed was generally

«approved, and nodifficulties were anticipated in getting it satisfactorily filled in
by the enumerators, Again, though perhaps in a fow of the larger towns some
part of the agenoy might have to be paid, it was thought that the existing
establishment of revenue-collectors and village headmen would be sufficient to
oarry out the work.* The conclusions of the Government of India on the recom-
meudsm"lia of the Committee and the reports of the local Governments were
communicated to the Secretary of State.and in Maroh 1880, on the arrival® of a
reply to this despaich, a copy of the schedule prescribed for general adoption
throughout the empire was circulated,’ with the request that local Governments
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2 REPORT ON THE CENRUS

would submit drafts of proposed instructions to be issued for the gnidance of the
censfis enumerators. .

4. 'The most important points which had up to this time been decided were
that the ccnsus should be taken in the month of February synchronously in
all provinces ; that the form of enumerator’s schedule used and the tables adopted
for compilation dhould, as much as possible, conform in shape to English models,
at the same time that they permitted comparison with the fignres of former enu-
merations in India ; that the ageney, so far a8 was possible, should be unpaid, and
that thero should be a preliminary enumeration of the population before the night
of the census. It had also been determined to appoint & Census Commissioner
forthe whole of India to supervise the preliminary arrangements, the operations
of the census itsell, and the tabulation of the returns; while under him and
subordinate to the local Governments were to be placed provineial Deputy Superin-
tendents of the census.

6. On receipt of the preseribed form of sehedule and the orders already
referred to regarding the preparation of draft instructions for enumerators, the
Commiissioners of divisions were asked to report* on the subject, and in April the
Chief Commissioner selected a Commitice to draw up the instructions and prepare
a practical and detailed scheme for earrying out the census within the province
on the lines laid down by the Government of India. The draft instructions and
the form of schedule finally decided on were submitted to the Government of
India for approval on the 21st May®, and on the same dato a ecirenlar was issued
to Commissioners, accompanied by copics of the schednle® and of the rules for
the guidance of enumerators, with orders at onco to set about preparation for the
census in the manner thercin prescribed. This circular, which was the ground-
work of al] subsequent arrangements’, is printed in the appendix, but before
proceeding to a detailed account of the actual work, the plan laid down will be
briefly sketched.

6. As has been mentioned, the census was to be synchronous, that is to
say, it was to be taken on one and the same night, or, at any rate, the ecnumera-
tion was to represent as accurately as possible the state of things existin? on that
night. The schedules were also to be filled up by the enumerators, as had been
done in 1872, and not, except in special cases, by householders themselves.
It was nccessary therefore that there should bo a largo number of enumerators,
and that the work to be done by each should be well within his powers and
accurately defined. The first step accordingly was to divide the country into enu-
merator’s blocks or clusters of houses, and district officers were to effeet this with
the aid of the Thoogyees or revenue-collectors’ population-rolls, in which are
shown the names of villages, houses, and householders, consulting with subor-
dinate officers as to details and having careful regard in parcelling out each
revenue cirele into blocks to the proximity or otherwise of housos and villages,
and to tho dceision that au enumerator’s block was not ordinarily to contain more
than G0 houses. From 10 to 156 enumerator’s blocks were to be combined into

“census cireles and placed under the charge of a supervisor. A group of census
circles formed a ‘“charge,” generally superintended by the township officer.
Speeial arrangements had to bo made to secure the enumeration of all persons
not resflent within the ordinary villago blocks, such as the boat population,
fishermen, travellers, foresters, bamboo and timber cutters, cuteh-boilers, and the
like. The blocks and circles determined, the next step was to appoint the enu-
werators and supervisors who were generally to be selected, the enumerators
from Kyaydaugyges or village headmen, or from village eldors and others of
respectability, aud the supervisors from the Thoogyees or revenue-collectors,
the Yazawootgoungs or circlo polico, the superior ofhicers of the regular police,
and, where oflicial agency was insufficient, from among intelligent traders or
other respectable non-officials. The next process was to enter in the schedules
the names of.the householders according to the Thoogyees’ population-rolls, and
issue the schedules from the district office to each enumerator, who, after receiv-
ing careful instruction in the proper method of filling in the several columns,
was, on the 1st January, to begin to enter in the forms the necesary particulars

*AppendixB(4). | >Appendix B (5). | *¢AppendixB (). | ¢Appendix B (7).
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130. Subjoined is & table showing the actual number of followers of cach
religion in 1872 and in 1881. The figures given for 1872 under the head of Nat-
worshippers include a fow ¢ others.”

Buddbists, ““';t’:“‘* Hindus. | Mabomedans. | Christiaus,
T
1872, l 1881, |1872.| 1881, |187u [1881.)1872.| 1881. [1872.| 188l
!
. (Akyab .. o | 185206 230,016 130,163| 20,166 | .65 | K812 64,263 V9,548 | 884 | 1,114
EINurﬂlcru Arakan .. | L4965 2100 7,210 12,001| 65[ 24| 11 5| Bl 15
< 1 Kyonkpyoo o] 120702 | 183,783 10,398 11,042 185 | 229 3020| 4240 | 47 64
% saudoway .. o 47.smi 66408 | 4,941] apss| 86| 124(2121( 2,609 | 17 81
Total . 3.64.028| 422,390 ‘6‘1,633 78,‘20’1 2,001 | 9,303 |64,3l6 1,06,508 | 401 1,914
...l i - —
. (Rungoon Town .. tm.m! 67481 | 111] 8414108 35,871 13,007 | 21,169 | 6,165 9,741
£ | Honthawaddy .| v328484 | 108,016 | Nil.|  470( ‘934 |7908| 518| 4,085 |7,488| 7,227
& | Tunrruwaddy ol omose Lo sde| L, |2988) L. | X110 L. | 9,808
Prome .. | 267,408 818261 16,008 GR19| 791| U78|1122| 1,795 | 208| 484
| |
Total ol e 12,088,960 | 'og4o8| .. |18742| .. | 28150 | .. | 19815
. T '
% (Thonegwa .. . o 274237 | .. 668 | .. 738 .. 1,660 | .. 6,804
g v i .| 802758 | 837,817 | 471| 20,067 711|4.851[2,671| 4,925 16,078/ 21,824
E |Heuzads .. | 468786 | s11741) 6ozl 131| a8 703| ‘977| 1,092 | 5,900 4,308
£ |Thayetmyo o 197,252 | 148,620 iu,uoa 14,100 | 2,029 [ 2,620 1,174 | 1,861 | 1,006 | 92,349
-
Total | e |1.o71.xmj .. | 85746| .. |RE97| .. | 0628 | .. | 84,875
Total Pegu and Trrawaddy | 1,655,987 | 2,180,884 41,247! 44,214 (18,051 (55,639 18,629 | 87,787 (37,844 | 54,690
divisions. ' kN
_ Moulmein Town .| 25780 | 28276 | 42, .. [11,040(12868/7,604| 9,807 |2,147| 2,640
A |Amherst .. .| 186,743 | 983,072 | B15| 685 | 1,441 6,600 8,681 | 7,509 |1,289| 3,040
% [Tavoy .. .| 69863 | w2087 | Nil., 856| syi| 260| 792| 828 |1,278( 1,368
& Morgul .. o 42,996 | 47528 | , | 9884| 15| 973|8ud| 4,180 (1,868 | 1,796
3 | Suwuygyin .. | 128008 | 158140 | 189| 9,933 | 9201| 058| 428| 866 | 676| 1,250
5 | Toungoo .. | 74,698 | 93,907 | 1,148] 12,612 | 1,536 [ 2,086 | 1,001 | 1,963 | 7,889 18,191
= \Balwoen .. a 1,047 | 5,100 124,945| 24,788 | .. 86| 9| 106 16 83
Total o | B2782L | 98,304 [20,634( 51,160 {14,716 28,145 17,002 | 24,786 14,564 | 8,815
= = 1
Total for the Province .. | 9,447,831 |.1.=51,m '110514] 143,581 36,658 88,177 [99,84¢ | 168,881 laa,m 84,219«
[

Christians by sect and race (Final Form 111.4).

131. At the reeent census the attempt was made to ascertain both the races
and the seets to which all the Christians of the province belong. Entries in the
schedules were not unfrequently erroncous or wanting, and the figures published on
this subject cannot lay claim to absolute nccuracy. Persons of mixed European
and Eastern ruce generally dislike to record themselves as Eurasians, and no doubt
some of this class may have been treated as Kuropean British subjects. On the
other hand, the omissiou of the words British subject in the schiedule entries may

have led to the placing of some persons of pure English blood under the head of
Eurasians.

132. FEleven sects are represented in the sehedules including ¢ Episcopalian,”

which probably means the Episcopal Church of Scotland. There are also a few
unspecified,

* Tho entries fur 1872 agninat Hanthawaddy, Basscin, and Henzada are the figures for the old distriots of Ran-
goon, Bassein, and Myanoung respectizely.
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917. The Burmese in their traditions claim for themselves a western origin
and a connection with the solar races of India. It is no doubt probable that the
lower part of the valley of the Ganges was formerly occupied by people speaking
languages of the class sometimes called Mramma before the advent of the Aryans,
but, as regards the Burmese, it secms more natural to believe, as Sir Arthur Phayre
writes, that they passed from the table-lands of Central Asia round the Eastern
Himalayas. A kingdom was formed at Tagoung, and thence, it is said, a portion
of the people went westwards into Arakan, while the Burmese, moving southwards,
founded fresh kingdoms in Prome and Toungoo, where the language is still
supposed to bo spoken in greater purity than elsewhere in Burma. The Burmese
mutt have come in contact with the Talaings perhaps a thoussnd years ago and
obtained from them their literature and religion, as has been already mentioned.

218. The Arakancse differ but little in feature or form from the Burmese,
and, though their spokenlanguage is so dissimilar from
that of the latter as to be almost unintelligible, when
written it is the same in almost sll respects. Judging from the fact that the
people of Arakan pronounce their words as they aro spelt, among other things
preserving the “r,” which the Burmose pronounce *y” in sound, and retaining
with its natural sound the inherent vowel ** a " which on the east of the Arakan Yoma
is pronounced in several differont ways, we may conclnde that in Arakan wo meet
the older form of the language. Fifty-nino persons, 56 in Akyab and 8 in Kyouk-
pyoo district, are returned as Rajbansis. The Arakanese cal) them Mrammagyee.
'hey are of Arukanese extraction and are descended from persons who fled away
a century ago to Chittagong, and there founded a village called Nawyapara, By
race they are considered to bo more Arakanose than Chittagonian, but in language,
habits, and clothing they more resemble the Bengalis. By religion they are
Buddhists. In the languago table they are placod under the hoad Bengali.

219. Thoe so-called Tavoy lunguage is nothing more than the dialeet spoken
by the descendants of an Arakanese colony planted at
avoy in early times before the Burmese had con-
quered the intervening Talaings or had advanced so far to the south. Fow
persons, only 1,843, are recorded as speaking Tavoy, and most probably many,
though speaking the dialect, gave their languago as Burmese.
220. The Yaws are also a people not differing much from the Burmese either
_ in race or language. They live on a western tribuhrg
. ' of the Iirawaddy, about the latitude of Pagan, an
have been described as the pedlars of Upper Burma. The 41 Yaws shown in the
tables aro probably immigrants ; nine were found in the province in 1872.

221. Tho Yabein is almost indistinguishablo from the Burmese in feature,
Yabei and though thoy speak of a Yabein language, and
abeins, . . »

Captain Forbes, in a paper on the Tibeto-Burman
languages (Royal Asiatic Society), quotes the names of their numerals, names which
differ entirely from the Burmese terms, it would seem that, even if they ever had a
language of their own, it is now extinct, or become modified into 8 mere dialect
of g:rmcse. The only practical distinction between the Yabein and the Burman
at the present day is that the formor are rearers of silkworms, an occupation
seldom ordhever adogtcd by the pure Burman., Very few persons, only 486, are
returned as talking Yabein. I did not feel justified in altogether refusing them
a place in the final form, as Arakanese had obtained a separate column, but have
classified them, as has been stated, with the Burmese.

222, The Choungthas, or * children of the stream,” as this name imports,
Ohousgthes. aro but a part of the Arakanese nation and spesk a

similar language. They also profess Buddhism. Why

they resido in the hills is not clear. It 18 variously thought that they are an
advanced guard of the Arakanese, posted to check the incursions of the hill tribes,
or that they are & part of the latter left behind during their descent into the plains
They are gradually leaving the hill country for cultivation in the level country
Akyab. 18; fact, of 3,841 Chonnﬁ:, 1,671 are found in the Akyab district,
of these many have reached the . In 1872 there were 9,684 of this

Arnkanese.

Tavoyers,

FEal
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of whom only 75 in 1,000 are females. The proportion of women Arriving from
Upper Burma is considerably larger.  There are 872 females and 622 males,

. 245. The next point to be observed is the composition of the district popu-
lations in British Burma. Tho following table illustrates the subject by means of
a few of the districts taken at random. .

Statement showing for certain districts the proportion per cent. of their reapective populations
born in the different districts or countries mentioned in the firat column.

NAMK OF DISTHICTH,
— mmei g e iy N 3 A . -
Birthplace. ‘;i ..‘;' l
SN NN .
. e - oA o
s |4 3|4 | §!3F ks
NN I B B B B
< 4 = > ! - 'S
Akyab ... we | 7689
Amherst R1'60
Brssein ... I 204 2:00
Hanthawaddy 0815 102 I
Henzadn " OB160
Kyoukpyoo o B3B8 | 0488
Moulmein Town ... ‘ (R
Prome ... g 1:20 | 1441
Rangoon Town ... 86-41 5Kl 287 |- ‘RN
Shwaygyin 145
Tavoy ... e | | e
Tharrawaddy 68 160
Thayetmyo .
Thonegwa 70:60 b1
Bongal ... v | 1804 .. 802 03 Al .. 181
Madras... s 49 28°K8 115 oo I'n4
Shan States and Siam 02 100 204
China ... e aee se voo 242 ‘8o 40
Upper Burma ... w| VBB 220| 964| 1902| 1740 | 1088 | 210
England *7h

Notk.—Thia table has to be read by vertical columns. 1f the fractional parts of the distniet populution
born in each distriot or province were entered, the total of each column would be 100000,  To hnve ontered
sll minute fractions would, however, have destroyed the clearness of the stutement without adding to ity ure
a8 an illustration of the distribution according to birthplaco of the iuhalituuts of distriots.

, 246. It will be noticed in the above statement thu, 76 per cent. of the resi-
dent population of Akyab are natives of the district, while 18:6, chiefly Chittagoni-
ans, are from Bengal. Immigrants from Upper Burma are very few in number.
Pegu, with its abundance of uncultivated fertile land, has a greater attraction for
she latter people, who would with difficnlty understand their own langnage as spoken
by the Arakanese. Kyoukpyoo, though boasting the possession of a partially
developed earth-oil industry, is not an attractive field of labour. Indeed,
at the time of the census, three per cent. of the natives of the district were sccking
a livelihood in Akyab district. Rangoon town illustrates a totally different state
of things. Only 36 per cent. of the persons enumerated there in February were
natives of the town. Tho latter, as will be seen a little further on, migrate largely
to other parts of the country, and few who are born elsewhere in the province
care to make Rangoon their home. The natives of India living in the town are
. more numerous than the natives of Rangoon itself. Probably of fow even among
Eastern cities can it be said that 64 per cent. of the inhabitants were horn outside
their limits. Of the agricultural districts appoaring in the above table, Hanthawaddy
possesses the largest proportion of forcigners, drawn thither by abundance of
remunerative labour and plentiful supplies of land. Nineteen persons in every
hundred of the population, or 81,341 out of 427,720 are from Upper Burma,
nearly 6 per cent. are persons who were born in Rangoon, and over 2 per cent,
are Nyativea of India. In Henzada and Thonegwa also there are large numbers of
Upper Burmans, the fi being 84,769 and 49,694 respectiveg;;l The district

avoy is at present the least attzactive of all to immigrants. y a little over
fwo persons in 100 of the g‘pulsﬁon were born out of the district ; yet Tavoy is
said to offer a fine field to the coffee or tea-planter. Capital is as yet not forth.
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