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LINCOLN — Body blows look bor-
ing. Their effect is often unseen and 
delayed, and you have to keep land-
ing them. But Nebraska’s body blows 
— struck all night in a slow-churning 
rushing attack on offense and stingy 
effort from the defense — accumulat-
ed into a 43-10 win over Fresno State. 

That margin of victory — plus the 
292-31 edge in rushing yards, the four 
sacks and two interceptions — should 
have left coach Mike Riley flashing 
one of his trademark hip-hip-hooray 
celebratory grins. 

But he wasn’t grinning. He was even 
displeased. He and the Husker coach-
es wanted the knockout of the Bull-
dogs to have come earlier and cleaner 
than it did. And Riley definitely didn’t 
want to see six personal foul penalties, 
ranging from an ejecting for targeting 
to a celebration after a trick-play two-
point conversion on an extra point.

“I have many mixed emotions about 
this game,” said Riley, who notched 
his 100th career win at the FBS level. 
“There was some good football, obvi-
ously — when you rush for that many 
yards, you’ve done some good things, 
and it seemed like, defensively, we 
made a lot of good plays.” 

But the game got “cloudy,” Riley 
said, because of a blocked punt that 
helped Fresno State score its only 
touchdown, an illegal formation pen-
alty that killed the Huskers’ subse-
quent drive, and the late second-quar-
ter targeting call on linebacker Luke 
Gifford, who shoved Fresno State 
quarterback Chason Virgil after he 
threw the ball away on a third down.

Those three mistakes meant shrunk 
a 14-0 Nebraska lead to 14-10 at half-
time. Riley had expected it to be bigger. 

SOLID, BUT NOT SPECIAL
N E B R A S K A  4 3 ,  
F RE S NO  STAT E  10

Huskers methodically run 
past Bulldogs, but Riley 
wants better execution

LINCOLN — Stun-
ning.

Awesome.
Beautiful.
Chilling.
That’s how I’ll re-

member this Nebras-
ka season opener, a 43-
10 victory over Fresno 
State. A night that just 
burned into your soul.

The game wasn’t bad, either.
It happened on the fourth play of 

the game. There had been talk about 
this last month, from readers and me-
dia pundits and good-hearted folks 
with ideas how to honor the late NU 
punter, Sam Foltz. And one idea got 
more traction than others.

To see it take shape was unreal.
NU went three-and-out on its first se-

ries. Then 10 players on the punt team 
ran out to take their positions. Ten.

There was no punter.
The clock wound down, down, down 

to zero. The Memorial Stadium crowd, 
recognizing the moment, stood and 
cheered. Nebraska players pointed to 
the sky. Fresno State players clapped.

The clock ran out. Here came the 
flag for delay of game.

Tribute to Foltz rates  
a perfect 10; Huskers 
inconsistent but promising

MO RE  I N S I D E
Wisconsin kicker Rafael Gaglianone, a 
friend of Sam Foltz, says the late NU punter 
“was with me” on his decisive field goal 
against LSU, Lee Barfknecht writes. 4CF

Junior safety Kieron Williams makes the 
most of his Husker debut. He was in the 
right place for a tipped interception and 
also had a team-leading 10 tackles. 7CF

In the first Husker start of his career, 
senior guard Sam Hahn had another 
priority: Honoring his late friend, punter 
Sam Foltz, Dirk Chatelain writes. 8CF
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See Shatel: Page 9

See Huskers: Page 10

M E G A N  S M I T H / T H E  W O R L D - H E R A L D

At top, Nebraska’s Stanley Morgan, left, and Tommy Armstrong celebrate Armstrong’s 9-yard 
touchdown run in the third quarter against Fresno State. Armstrong, a quarterback, had two 
of Nebraska’s five rushing touchdowns. Above, Sam Hahn raises his finger to the sky to honor 
the late Sam Foltz after the Huskers lined up without a punter on their first punt. 


