
Summit on Safe, Independent Living: 
Home Health Care, Aging Populations, 
and the Residential Environment 

Hilton Hotel
Lake Buena Vista, Florida

November 4, 2015



Welcome 

nfpa.org 2

At this and all NFPA events we are concerned 
with your safety  

If the fire alarm sounds, please egress the 
building  



There's No Place Like Home
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Program and Agenda 
for the Day

nfpa.org 4

Trends
Tools
When the Hospital Comes Home
Educational Resources
Regulatory Side
Lets Figure it Out



Durable Medical Equipment
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All Ages
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Who Ya Gonna Call-Ghostbusters

“What we’re doing is filling a gap in health care that is 
growing disproportionately between patient physicians, 
home care and hospitals,” 

Dale Berry, Chief Executive of Huron Valley Ambulance

-Typical ambulance run to the hospital: $700. 
-Community paramedics visit: $180. 
-Avoiding trip to ER: $2,500 (Savings-ambulance transport, 
hospital, physician fees, lab tests)
-Staying home:  Priceless
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We will figure it out-because
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Codes, Standards and the Regulatory Picture

• Medical Equipment and Systems-NFPA 99
• Occupancies-NFPA 101
• First Responder Efforts 
• Federal Programs:  HHS/CMS
• Accreditation Programs:  TJC, DNV, HFAP
• AAMI, ASHRAE
• SHAs
• Local/state regulations
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What Do We Regulate and How Do We Regulate it?



Some Current Challenges
• *Residential Board and Care

– Age independent
– Blends a mix of independence and personal care services (ADLA) 
– 24 hour staffing
– Licensed as assisted living, group home, ICF/IID

• *Long Term/Nursing Home Care
– Age independent 
– Not chronic medical care
– 24 hour staffing
– Licensed as skilled nursing, nursing home, long term care

• **“Senior Apartments” or “Senior Living”
– Generally over the age of 55 or over 62
– Generally no expectation on mobility, cognitive or other self preservation skills

*   Easy to address
** Not so easy to address
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Senior Apartments/ Senior Living 
Challenge

• Apartments
• Not a special category
• No special requirements  
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Codes Say



Five Dead in Senior-Living Apartment 
Building Fire, 10 Hospitalized
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One Killed and Dozens Displaced in 
Retirement Apartment Fire - AL
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90 displaced after fire at downtown Birmingham retirement community



Senior Apartments/ Senior Living 
Challenge-Past, Present, Future 

nfpa.org 14



New Rules Unpopular with Many
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Special Provisions Removed from 1985 Code



Status Quo 1985-2014:  2015 and Beyond

• 2014/2015:  TC on Residential Occupancies
– Apartments for the Elderly Task Group Report 

• Challenges
• Existing buildings/age in place/NORCs?
• Age threshold-or age plus mobility?
• Age independent-in home care with DME? 
• Multifamily and single family?

nfpa.org 16

Recent Life Safety Code Committee Actions:



Status Quo 1985-2014:  2015 and Beyond

• Next Steps
• Different view in 2015/2016 from stakeholders?
• What do we hear on NOV 4, 2015?
• Data collection

• When is an apartment fire an senior apartment fire?
• What are state/locals doing?
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Recent Life Safety Code Committee Actions:



Home Health Care Guidance/Regulations
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NFPA 99 – Current Regulations
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Chapter 6: Electrical Systems

Chapter 10: Electrical Equipment

Chapter 11: Gas Equipment

Chapter 12: Emergency 
Management



NFPA 99 – Current Regulations 
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1.3 Application.

1.3.1 This code shall apply to all 
health care facilities other than 
home care and veterinary care.

3.3.67* Health Care Facilities. 
Buildings, portions of buildings,
or mobile enclosures in which 
human medical, dental, 
psychiatric, nursing, obstetrical, or 
surgical care is provided. 

3.3.68 Home Care. Medical 
services (equipment) provided
in residential occupancies.
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HHA

CPM

TMM

NGO



Questions


