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MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin stu-
dents — some in Halloween costumes — 
screamed their tonsils out as Nebraska 
quarterback Tommy Armstrong floated 
a pass toward wideout Stanley Morgan, 
who had beaten his man by an inch or 
two as he streaked toward the end zone.

In that second, as Morgan reached back 
for the ball, it looked like No. 7 NU might 
pull off an overtime upset of the No. 11 
Badgers and, in the same breath, prove to 
the Big Ten and the nation: Nebraska’s a 
major player on the college football stage.

Armstrong’s pass was short and a hair 

late, and Morgan couldn’t clasp it over 
two Badger defenders. As Camp Randall 
Stadium shook and Wisconsin celebrated 
its 23-17 win, Morgan, despondent, took 
several minutes to leave the field. So did 
several Husker players.

But the Huskers’ postgame demean-
or was calm and steady. Maybe, many 
years into the Mike Riley era, a loss 
like this — in which Nebraska’s offense 
squandered chances like it was pitching 
marbles into a sewer drain — won’t feel 
as hearty. It won’t be a character build-
er. Saturday night, it felt like one.

NU coaches and players were a little 

FOILED AGAIN
After falling short in overtime against nemesis Wisconsin, 
Riley and players are encouraged by the Huskers’ ‘fight’

MADISON, Wis. 
— I haven’t seen this 
pain in awhile.

This pain had a 
face. It had an at-
titude. This was a 
different pain, this 
punch in the gut that 
was delivered here in 
the Huskers’ personal 
house of horrors.

This was not the pain of resigna-
tion, like two years ago as Nebraska 
players jogged with a shrug through 
the snow to the locker room. This was 

In Huskers’ house of pain, 
we see a light come on
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Tom 
Shatel

W I S C O N S I N  2 3 , 
N E B R A S K A  17  ( OT )
Nebraska proved on a big stage that 
it can play with anybody in the country, 
Dirk Chatelain writes. 7CF

How else would you expect Wisconsin 
to beat Nebraska? It’s all about running 
the ball, Lee Barfknecht writes. 10CF

D’Cota Dixon breaks up a pass intended 
for Nebraska’s Stanley Morgan, top, to 
preserve Wisconsin’s overtime victory. 
NU faces Ohio State next weekend.   
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See Shatel: Page 9See Huskers: Page 8

U P  N E X T
at Ohio State, 7 p.m. Saturday 
ABC; 92.3 FM, 590 AM


