CITY POPULATIONS THROUGH HISTORY
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Tertius Chandler's compilation of the population of cities throughout history, Four Thousand Years of Urban 2000 2015 (est.)
Growth: An Historical Census is an amazing work providing the population of cities throughout time. As there 26.4 26.6
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were few censuses prior to the end of the eighteenth century, Chandler used a variety of methods to determine mi mi
the size of the world's largest cities: he used traveler's estimates, data on the number of households within > mex!co City, 18_|-1 2 'I"'l:jmbair 2§|-1
cities, the number of wagons of food that arrived at the cities, the size of the military (commonly 1/6 of the size exico TSI ) Ln ' ;' 5
of a city during peace and 1/5 of the size of the city during times of crises), the area of the city walls along with | 3 Mumbai, India 3 N?ggg;; il
typical den51t1§s, church records, the amount of food distributed to citizens, city comparisons (1.6. London is , S0 Paoo, 17.8 , Dhaka, 211
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1) In what world regions were the greatest cities in 100 AD? 1000? 1500? 1900? 2000? 7 Lagos, Nigeria - 7 Mexico Y mil
2) For each of the years stated abpve, identify the era anq state Vyhy the? cities were so sign%f'lcar.lt (in general). g LosAngeles,  13.1 g NewYork, 17.4
3) Look ahead to the city populations of 2015 (est.). Which regions will hold the largest cities in the future? USA mil USA mil
4) Which influential continent is absent from the urban top ten list today (and 2015)? Hypothesize why there 9 Kolkata India 129 g Jakarta, 17.3
been such a dramatic change over the past century. _ mil Indonesia  mil
5) Discuss what you think these numbers mean for the future. Is this largely positive or negative? Why? 10 ig;g:tsmé'resf rannG 10 ;(:é'i‘:ta' r1n7”3




