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T O THE
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W ORK undertaken by the orders of an
A iluftrious king for the advancement of

learning and knowledge, and publithed
under the direction of a Royal Society of Sciences,
that owes its birth to the glorious pattern which
was given to the reft of Europe by one of your
Majefty’s predeceflors in the Throne, lays a kind
of claim to your Royal protection; under which
the arts and fciences have been fo much advanced,
that Our Royal Society, which fet the example to
all others, ftill remains unequalled by any.

TrE tranflater of this work has a further rea-
fon for prefuming to throw himfelf at your Ma-~
jefty’s feet; his view has been to improve on the
original, and he is certain that he cannot make
a more aufpicious beginning than by addrefling

it to your facred Majefty.
a2 In



v DEDICATION.

In reading the following account of a country,
that was once the model to othsr nations, but is
now funk, through tyranny, into the greateft
ignorance and brutality ; one cannot butreflect with

tranfport on our own happinefs in this country,
under the reign of a wife, juft, and beneficent

Prince; whofe paternal affetion towards his peo-
ple extends itfelf to the fecuring the bleflings they

enjoy to the lateft pofterity.

THAT your majefty may long live to reap the
fruits of your unwearied care and affiduity for the
welfare of this kingdom, is the ardent prayer
of

Your MAJESTY'’S

moft humble and
moft dutiful fubjes,

PETER TEMPLEMAN.



ADVERTISEMENT

H E credit of Mr. NorpEN’s relations, and
the reception his work has met with, were

judged inducements fufficient to accommodate,
at a lefs expenﬁve rate, thofe to whom the purchafe
of two volumes in folio might be difagreeable.

ConcERNING the prefent edition, left the reader
fhould be led to confider it in the light of an abridge-
sment, it may not be improper to fay, that it containg
not only the whole of the author’s obfervations, but
thofe additional ones alfo, with which the editor
thought it-neceffary to illuftrate the folfo edition.

A manifeft inferiority, however, muft be acknow<
ledged to lie in the want of the numerous inimitable
defigns, which the original ftands enriched withal :
To fupply this deficiency, nothing more could be done
than to engrave, upon a fmaller feale, as many of the
moft remarkable ones, as could be comprl.fcd within
the compafs of our prefent plan.

Trar the reader may be made acquainted with
every particular, concerning the publication of thefe
travels, the two following prefaces are inferted ; tho®
the contents of them are, in a great meafure, relative to

the refpective editions to which they were originally
prefixed,

23 PRE-






THE

TRANSLATER’'S

PrerACE to the Folio Edition,

HE merit of thefe Travels by Mr. Norpen
is already too well eftablithed to need any -
recommendation from me, and is the reafon that

no pains nor coft have been fpared to render the Eng-
Iith edition as pompous as the original. ‘The beauti-
ful fimplicity of the defigns, and the exaltnefs with
which they were drawn on the fpot, are, I believe,
fuperior to any thing of the kind that has ever been
publifhed.

‘THE curious ‘may here find the fchool of the Gre-
cian archite@ture, and the learned will fee a kind of .
comment on the defcriptions that the ancients have

given of the Egyptian edifices.
In the feveral charts of the Nile, the reader is de«

lighted with landfkips of the country on each fide,
bere fees level lawns, and there frightful precipices ; is
one while charmed with groves of palm trees, at an-
other time ftruck with admiration of the numerous
cities that border on the river, with crefcents towring
to the fky. Ruins, monuments, magnificent build-
ings, cataraéts, deferts, haunts of wild beafts or men
as favage as they, every thing that can attract the eye,
or affect the imagination, is expofed to the view. In
fhert, the reader feems to accompany the author in his

a 4 VOYagoy



viii PREFACE
voyage, and to fhare all his pleafures without under-
going the fatigue and dangers.

THE ftyle of the author is plain and narrative, with-
out any affeted ornaments of expreflion ; and I have
endeavoured to obferve the fame fimplicity in the
tranflation. ,

THERE is no .greater excellenee, and yet, wothing,

mare uncammon, than to adapt the ftyle to the nature
of the fubjet; and I am of opinion, that there is not
more bombalft and fuftian in poetry than in _profe: we
have had sceatifes of phyfick dreft up in all the flow-
ers of rhetorick, and the admirers of {uch authors have
called them Ciceronian, tho’ they do great injuftice by
fuch imputation to Cicero, who did not write epiftles
in the {tyle that he wrote orations and /et fpeeches , tfor
Juch the greateft pare of his philofophical works thould
be confidered.
- Tue feveral little flories that are inter{perfed, which
may feem to ordinary readers to be tri_ff?ng, are per-
haps the beft method of painting the manners of a
people, ‘and I am fure it is the moft natural and fatis-
tatory. 'We here fee that they fill retain the cha-
racter which C&sar gave of the inhabitants of Zlex-
~ andria in particular, ¢ That he knew them to be de-
ceitful, meaning one thing and pretending another.”
And one cannot but be fenfibly affected, that a people
onee fo glorious, who tranfinitted forms of govern-
ment, laws, religion, arts, and fciences to the reft of
mankind, fhould at prefent be funk in the groffeft ig-
norance and barbarity,

As to the additions by the tranflater, they are
chiefly taken from the moft valuable authors amongit
the ancients and moderns, who have written any thing
relating to the country and antiquities of Egypt. ‘Thefe
extralts might have been more large and numerous,
but would then perhaps have diverted the attention of
the reader too much from the principal author, g

I - OME



PREFACE ix

Somt errors have efcaped the Gentlemen of the
Royal Society of Sciences at Copenhagen, who were
entrufted with the revifal and publication of thefe
Travels: All which having been carefully correéted,
as far as it was pofiible for me to do, will, I tope,
give the tranflation an additional merit.

Waen the firlt volume of this work made its ap-
pearance, fome years fince, many among the learned *
and curious of this nation expreffed their defire that
the public thould be furnithed with an Zng/ifb edition
of it: but the expence of engraving {0 large a number
of plates, and the improbability, to fay the leaft, of
. getting them executed any thing comparable to the
originals, were reafons fufficient to deter from fo
arduous an undertaking thofe towhom it was ftrongly
recommended. The method that appeared eligible to
the proprietors of the prefent edition, perhaps the only
method that could prudently be fixed upon to bring
out an edition truly valuable, was to attempt the pur-
chafe of the original plates: and, the intereft they
were favoured with proving fuperior to that of others
of their profeffion in foreign countries, who alfo ap-
plied, they fucceeded.

TrE advantage of being in poffeflion of the original
plates, beyond any thing that was to be expeéted from
imitations, the judicious reader will ealily conceive
upon perufing the preface, written by the Gentlemen
of the Royal Society of Sciences at Copenhagen. And
I may add, that, as the number of copies, taken off
for the French edition, was extremely inconfiderable,
and the moft careful regard has been paid to the choice
of fuch a paper as has not failed to do juftice to the
engravings, I do not doubt but, upon a comparifon,
the impreflions of the Englih edition will be found.
even to have a preference to thofe of the French.

[T is proper to mention, that the Arabic names on
the plates are frequently erroneous, for the author in-
genuoufly owns that he did not underftand that lan-

, guage.



X PREFACE

guage. It was almoft impofiible to make the necef-
- fary alterations, and I am perfuaded the generality of
readers will think an incorrettnefs in that article of no
great importance. Nor has any alteration been made
with tegard to the French references and explanations :
as an attempt to erafe and re-engrave fuch a quantity
of writing muft unavoidably have injured many of the
plates, it was thought more advifeable that they
fhould remain in their original ftate. 1 have taken
care however to fupply the Englifb reader with a tranf-
lation of them, in the table prefixed to each volume.

PREFACE



PREFACE

T O

The FRENCH Epition in folio.

T H E Egyptians boaft of being one of the moft

ancient people of the univerfe. Few nations

in effeft can difpute with them this prero-
gative, ‘Their pretenfions, in this refpect, are founded
on a multitude of monuments, that have the ftamp of
the remoteft antiquity ; titles, which are fo much the
more refpectable, as theé authors of all ages have
fpoken of them with admiration.

A counTry rendered famous by {fo many wonders
of antiquity, could not fail to attract the attention of
the curious, and become one of the favourite objetts of
their ftudy. Thefe latter times efpecially, have pro-
duced a number of travellers and learned men of
different nations of Europe, whofe relations and re-
fearches have much more contributed to make us ac-
quainted with Egypt, and to clear up its antiquities,
than all the works publifhed before on this fubject.

Bur notwithftanding this affiftance, we were ftill
very far from being perfectly informed of every thing
that is important and fingular in Egypt. Perfons of
tafte and learning, whofe curiofity wanted much of
being fully fatisfied, found divers faults in all the de-
{criptions of this country, not excepting the moit mo-

dern. They judged, that certain articles were not
1 treated



xii | PREFACE

treated with fufficient exaénefs and fidelity, that feve-
ral others had been totally omitted, or that at leaft,
if they were touched on, it had been done very fuper-
ficially 5 infomuch that they could by no means con-
fider thofe relations as finifhed, and in all points wor-
thy of credit. -
Tue work of the late Mr. Norpewn, which we now
offer the public, appears to us to fupply in part, what
the preceding defcriptions of Egypt had left deficient.
Several illuftrious perfons, and learned men of the firft
clafs, in foreign countries, have judged of it as we
have done ; and thejr approbation has not a little con-
tributed to the pleafure we enjoyed in feeing ourfelves
intrufted with the care of publithing this new voyage
to Egypt, . :
BeFoRE we ¢enter into any detail on the fubject of
thie work itfelf, and of what has relation to it, we think
ourfelves obliged to inform the publick of the princi-
pal circumftances of the author’s life, "We are in-
debted for this account to Mr. de RozMeLING, COm-
mander of the naval forces of the king, an itimate
friend of our author, and we have Beén favoured with
{everal explanations by Mr. Norpgn, brother of the
- perfon we are now going to fpeak of, A
Freperick Lewis Norpen was born at Gluck-
ftadt, the 22d of October, 1708. His father, Groror
Norpen, licutenant colonel of artillery, married Ca- -
THARINE HENRICHSEN, a native, as well as himfelf,
of the town of Renfbourg, by whom he had five fons.
As he propofed to bring them all up to the profeffion
of arms, he rook a particular care to prepare them for
it betimes, and made them learn the modern lan-
. guages, hiftory, geography, drawing and the ma-
thematicks. ‘The third, and the youngeflt of his
fons died early in life, when they were officers of the
artillery. 'The eldeft died captain of the artillery in
1733. The fecond and the fourth furvived. The

one, not long fince a captain of foot, has quitted the
fervice,



PREFACE xif

{ervice, and the other is the traveller, that has diftin-
guifhed himielf fo advantageoufly by the work we
ublifh,

g Being defigned for the {ea fervice, he entered, in
1722, into the corps of Cadets ; an eftablithment in
which fome choice young men are educated at the ex-
pence of the king, and inftrufted in all the arts and
{ciences, which contribute to form good fea-officers.

Mr. NorpEN made, in fuch a fchool, all the pro-
grefs, that could be expected from fo fine a genius,.
efpecially in the mathematics, in the art of building
veflels, and in drawing. The ftudy of drawing in par-
ticular, made his principal amufement, and he took to
‘it in fuch a manner as to difcover already an uncom-
mon talent, Nature, in Ais tafte, was the beft ori-
ginal he could follow. He conftantly imitated her,
and took a pleafure in reprefenting her in every object
that offered itfelf to his fight; not confining himfelf
to copy the works of another, any further than was
neceflary to catch the tafte, and to appropriate to him-
felf the manner of the great mafters,

DeaTtn deprived him of his father in 1728, but
his fortune did- not fuffer by it. The late Mr. de
LercHE, knight of the order of the elephant, grand
mafter of the ceremonies, difcovered his happy difpo-
fitions, and judged them worthy to be encouraged and
employed, The late king CHRrIsTIAN ViR, of glo-
rious memory, having put into the hands of this no%.le-
men a collection of charts and topographical plans,
. 1n order to get a part of them retouched, and others
amended, he gave this tafk to the young Norpxn,
and had reafon to be fatisfied with the care and fkill
that he had thewn in them. But a work of this kind
ferving only to draw him off from the employments
belonging to his condition, he obtained, by the inter-
ceffion of his protetor, the liberty of being difpenfed
from it, to enter into a career more conformable to
his genius, and more proper to perfe& him in the

pro-
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profeffion he had embraced. Mr. de LErcHE, hav-
ing prefented him to the king towards the end of the
year 1732, his majefty refolved that he thould travel,
and bettowed on him a penfion with thatview. He was
named, moreover, fecond lieutenant, The admiralty
prefcribed to him to apply himfelf in his voyages to
the art of building veflels, and in particular to what
concerns the conftruction of gallies and rowing-vef-
fels, which are made ufe of principally in the Medi-
, terranean.

HEe fet out, a little time after, for Holland, where
the affiftances that this country offered in all thofe
kinds which he had propofed to himfelf to cultivate,
engaged him to prolong his continuance. He con-
eracted an intimacy theye with {everal admirers of an-
tiquities and of the polite arts, with whom he has ever
fince kept up a friendly correfpondence, and commu-
nication of knowledge. He did not fail likewiie there
to make an acquaintance with feveral diftinguithed ar-
tifts, of whom we fhall name only Jon~ de RevTER,
a {kilful defigner and engraver ; who, charmed with
his ardour to be inftructed, took a particular pleafure
in teaching him to engrave with aqua fortss.

ATt length he quitted Holland in the year 1734, to
go to Marfeilles. After having carefully informed
himfelf there, in every thing that could have a relation
to the principal defign of his voyage, he embarked
for Leghorn, where he redoubled his application for
executing the tafk that had been impofed on him.
e there got models made of different kinds of row-
ing-veflels, which are ftill to be feen in the chamber
of models at the old Holm 2, B

He fpent near three vears in Italy, where, in the
midit of all the pleafures that are enjoyed in this coun-
try, he relithed only that of perfetting his tafte, and

* A place within the city of Copenhagen, where are the yards
and arfenals of the admiralty,
of
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of enlarging his knowledge, The intimacies that he
tormed there with abundance of perfons of diftinétion,
were {o much the more pleafing to him, as he owed
them {olely to his own perfonal merit; and the accefs
that was granted him to the cabinets of antiquities, of
medals, and of works of painting and fculpture, efpe-
cially at Rome and at Florence, was a new afliftance,
of which he did not fail to take the advantage. His
acknowledged talents gained him the diftinftion of
being made an aflociate to the academy of drawing at
Florence.

IT was in this city that he had received from the
late king, in the year 1737, an orderto go into Egypt ;
a period of his life, upon which we (hall fpeak more
at large, when we come to give an account of the work
now offered to the public, and of the circumftances
that have given rife to it. It will be fufficient to men-
tion here, that Mr. NorpEwn returned from Egypt in
1738, after having fpent there near a year; that he
landed at Leghorn, having in his paffage gone athore
at Meflina ; and that after having made a tour to
Venice, where he ftayed but a little time, he returned
by land into his own country, to make a report of the
fuccefs of his voyages.

During his abfence the king had advanced him a
degree. When the count of Dannefkiold-Samfoe, who
was at the head of the affairs of the marine, prefented
him to his majefty ; his majefty was pleafed to name
him captain lieutenant, and a little time after he was
made captain of the royal navy, and named a mem-
ber of the commiffion eftablithed for the building of
vefiels.

He had no fooner taken poffeflion of this new em-
ploy, but the war broke out between England and
Spain. In this conjunéture, the count of Dannefkiold-
Samfoe, who is always intent upon the glory and pro-
{perity of the ftate, propofed to the king to permit di-

vers officers of his navy, to go and ferve in quality of
volun-
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volunteers in the fleets of the powers at war, whilft
their own country enjoyed the fweets of peace. He af-
{fociated, with the approbation of his majefty, Mr,
NorpEeN to his nephew the count ULric Aporprus
of Dannefkiold-Samfoe, at that time captain of a man
of war, to make together fome expeditions aboard the
Fnglith fquadrons. We ftill regret the lofs of this
young noblemen, whom death ravifhed from us in the
flower of his age, at the time, when, being arrived at
the degree of rear-admiral ®, he was going glorioufly
to fulfil the great expectations that had been conceived
of him, |
Tue count of Dannefkiold and Mr. Norpen fet
out with Mr, de Roemrrine, and arrived at Lon-
don in February 1740, Mr. NorpEN was received
there with fo much the more favour amongtt all, as -
his reputation of being a well informed traveller, and
of great abilities, had gone before him ; feveral of the
moft diftinguifhed perfons of the court, and the Prince
of Wales himfelf, who was defirous to fee the defloms
of his work upon Egypt, fhewed him as much kind-
nefs, as the men of learning did efteem, in a country,
where merit and knowledge obtain the greateft titles,
‘TuE following fummer, our three countrymen went
aboard the fleet commanded by Sir Jony Norris.
They had reafon to be fatisfied with the civilities that
the admiral thewed them, and with the gracious re-
ception of the Duke of Cumberland, who went abodrd
the admiral with an intention of making the expedi-
tion as a volunteer. It is well known that the expe-
dition projeéted did not take place. -
Tue fleet being returned back into the ports of
England, the count of Dannefkiold, Mr. de Roemz-
rinG and Mr. Norpewn fet out again, in the month
of O&tober 1740, under the command of Sir Cuavo-
NER OGLE, who was to go'to Aumerica, to reinforee
S U
b Schout-by.nacht, = ' o
- admi-



admiral Vervon. Thedefign was to befiege Cartha-
gena. Mr. NorpEN could have given us a very good
account of that enterprife. He had even begun it and
had drawn feveral fketches. But other employmients
made him afterwards lay afide this defign. The expe-
dition being ended, our volunteers returned back into
England in the autumn of 1741.

AT his return to London, Mr. NorDEN was re-
ceived there more a%reeably than evér, His dcquaint-
ance with the Englith made him adopt their folid
tafte, and the advantages he had got from his expe-
ditions gave a new luftre to his merit. He paffed
the winter -and a part of the year following at Lon-
don, and was admitted there a member of the Royal
Society. - | |

It was about this time, that his health began to de-
cline confiderably. His great application to labour
very foon exhaufted a body already much worn by the
fatigues of war and of fea, and whole weak and de--
licate conftitution was not correfponding to the aétive
ardour of his mind. He found himielf attacked with
a confumption, and was in danger of his life. In
hopes that the change of climate would: contribute to
recover him, he propofed to himfelf in the fummer of
1742 to make a tour in France, and to vifit, with the
count of Dannefkiold, the coafts and ports of that
kingdom.

BrrorE they made this progrefs, they were willing
to fee Paris, and to make fome ftay there. This plea-
fure was difturbed by a new attack of the fame difor-
der, as Mr. NorpEeN had juft recovered from at Lon-.
don. At length death deprived us of him at Paris,
on the 22d of September 1742, and interrupted the
courfe of a life, which promifed to be ftill extremely
ufeful. ‘The fincere regret of feveral perfons of dif-
tinction in foreign countries followed him to the tomb,
and his country will always place him in the number
of thofe diftinguifhed mgn, who have done it honour,

SUuCH



xviii PREFACEL

~ Sucn have been the principal events of the life of
our author., We fhall now make our readers ac-
quainted with the work that they have before them,
and in order to inform them better of what imports
them to know, we thall begin with giving a more
particular account of the voyage into Egypt, which
is the fubjeét of it.

It was by the orders of the late king CHrisTIAN °
vith, of glorious memory, that this voyage was un-
dertaken. This prince, founder of our fociety, and
whofe memory will be inviolably facred to it, had
joined to the love he bore his people, and to a con-
ftant application to make his kingdom flourith, a par-
ticular tafte for arts and learning, which he took a
pleafure in encouraging by a royal liberality. . With
the defign of enriching the learned world by new dif-
coveries concerning Egypt, and of making advantage
of an exa& knowledge of this country, in order to
give a greater extent to the navigation of the Danifh
nation, his Majefty was defirous of having a circum-
ftantial account of a country, fo diftant and {o famous,
but an accourit made by an intelligent man, and whofe
fidelity could not be queftioned. = No one was more
capable than Mr. Norpew to fatisfy all the views of
the king,.

He was then in the flower of his age,. lively, dif-
cret, of great abilities, and of a courage that no dan-
ge_r nor fatigue difheartened, together with this of a

ne tafte, and, which might be depended upon, a fkil-
ful obferver, a great defigner, and a good mathema-
tician, There was ftill more than this; a ftrong de-
fire in him of examining, upon the fpot, the wonders
of Egypt, had preceded the orders of his mafter.

- Beixc at Florence, he had found an opportunity
of contralting an acquaintance with the baron de
StoscH, {o well known for his learning, and fine ca-
binet of entaglios, medals, and other antiquities. The
conformity of their taftes very foon united them into

| a clofer
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a clofer intimacy. ‘The converfatiei that they had
every day together, turned commonly on polite lite-
rature, and principally on hiftory and antiquities. Mr.
de StoscH, full of admiration for thofe of Egypt, of-
ten regretted the uncertainty and defeCtivenels of the
accounts of that country, as well ancient as modern.
Our traveller entered eafily into the notions of his
friend. Inlenfibly he let himfelf be carried away with
a defire of feeing the borders of the Nile, The glory
he found in informing the publick of {o manyintereft-
ing fingularities, made all the difficulties vanith from
his fight, which he muft furmount in order to arrive
~ thither, |

In this difpofition he received at Florence the or-
ders of the court. He obeyed them with zeal, and
with eagernefs made the preparations for his voyage,
guided by the knowledge of Mr. de StoscH, and%y
the relations of ocular witnefles, that he met with at
Leghorn.

HE embarked there in 1737 for Alexandria, where
he landed in the month of June, after a voyage of
thirty days.

He faw all that was the moft curious at Alexan-
dria and in the adjacent parts, and purfued his rout
to Cairo, where he arrived the 7th of July. Being
obliged by a great ficknefs, joined with other circum-
ftances, to make a ftay there of more than four
months, he did not fail to examine every thing, whe-
ther in the town, or in the neighbourhood, and to go
and fee the pyramids, fitvated at fome diftance from
that capital. | -
~ AT length on the 17th of November embarking
on the Nile to continue his voyage, he traverfed the
Upper Egypt in going up the river, faw in his paffage
Girge, the capital of that country, and landed at Ef-
fuaen or Syene, where he got himfelf conveyed to the
firft catara® of the Nile. He afterwards attempted
to coaft along the bprders of the river, refolving to

b2 go
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to go to the fecond cataraét, but they reached only to
Derrt in Nubia, where infurmountable obitacles hin-
dered him from advancing any farther.

He began to return back to Cairo the 6th of Ja-
nuary 1738, continuing to fail upon the Nile, and
landed the 21ft of February, In going down the
river, he did not negleét to give a greater exalinefs
and extenfivenefs to the obfervations he had made in

oing up, and to add fome new ones. He made
%Jme likewife in repafling through the Lower Egypt,
principally at Cairo and at Alexandria, from whence
he fat out towards the end of May to return into Eu-
rope, furnithed with good memoirs upon every thing
that had appeared to hinr interefting and worthy of at-
tention, in the countries he had travelled through, .

THesE methoirs were compofed of obfervations writ-
ten on loofe fheets of paper, the greateft part of which
concerned the Lower Egypt, -and of a continved and
circumftantial journal of the voyage of the author,
from the 14th of November 1437, when he embarked
at Cairo to penetrate into the Upper-Egypt, till his
return the 211t of February 1438, -
~ Bur that which extremely enhanced the value of
- lils papers, was an ample colleftion of degfigms and
{ketches, made on the fpot, to which were joined the
neceffary explications and remarks, -The author had
every where noted the dimenfions, - drawn views, and
taken plans, ‘We have called him an exalt defigrer.
Befides that, his knowledge in-architeftiire enabled
him to reprefent juftly thofe magnificent monuments
of Egypt ;s and laftly, the ftudy he had made of the
mathematicks furnithed him with the means of -draw-
ing with fuccefs, and upon obfervations of the utmoft
exactnefs, the great chart of the Nile, which he has
given. It takes up twenty nine plates, and we dare
affert, that it furpaffes all of the kind that have hi-
therto appeared.

WHEN he was returned into his own country, all
4 . thefe
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thefe afliftances enabled him to give the king an exaét
and circumftantial account of the refearches he had
made in his travels, and to enter into the moft parti-
cular details, in order to clear up thofe points, which
he thought the worthieft of engaging the attention of
that prince. . His defigns efpecially gave him the gp-
portunity of placing before the eyes of the king the moft
remarkable objecls, and ag;they made him recollect
the minuteft circumftances, the defcriptions, that he
added to them, tranfported one almoft upon the {pot.

H1s majefty exprefied: to him his facisfaction, in the
moft gracious terms, and was defirous that he thould
- draw up immediately an account of his voyage, in or-
der that it might be publithed for the. inftruction of
the curious and learned. S '

My Norpew did not delay to execute a command
thag did him fo much -honour. He had eftablifhed
with the baron de.Stosch, ever fince their {gparation
in 1737, a correfpondence by letters, of which the an-
tiquities. of Egypt were the. only, fubject.. . The, reader
will not be difpleafed to find at the end of this preface
a fpecimen of them, taken from the firft tome of the
Nowvelles literasres of Florence. Befides this corref-
pondence, which he continued to keep up, he con-
fulted alfo feveral intelligent perfons of his own coun-
try, and took the utmolt pains to render the work,
which he had in hand, interefting and inftructive,
‘Hg firft reviewed and retouched the defigns. Af-
terwards he began to difpofe and to tranflate from the
Daitith language, into French, his obfervations on the
Lower Egypt, and the remarks which he had made
for the explanation of the defigns relative to that coun-
try, and to compofe an account of it in form, which
referred to the defigns, and correted the relations that
had hitherto been given.

‘Tur functions attached to his condition, and the

affiduity with which he gave himfelf up to them, muft

paturally retard the progrefs of the work., -
b 3 - No
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No fooner had he put in order the defcription of
-Alexandria, and of the Pyramids, than his voyage to
England, and the expeditions which we have men-
tioned, occafioned him to defer this work to a more

eaceable time, He took with him indeed a part of

is papers, thinking he fhould find, from time to
time, an hour of leifure to conttnue his work, But
he was obliged to leavethie whole at London, except-
ing his journal, which He tranflated from the Danith
language into French. It washowever during his firft
expedition that he wrote his remarks on the Pyrami-
dograpbia of Mr. Joun Greaves, which we have in-
ferted in the firft volume.

MarTtiN FoLkEes efquire, whofe death the repu-
blick of letters will long regret, and to whom Mr.
Norpen addrefled thofe remarks, had {een fome parts-
of his work, and had fpoke of them with praife to fe-
veral people of tafte, OQOur guthor at his return to
England, was foon fenfible of the effe@ts of Mr.
FoLkEs’s recommendation. He was, as we have al-
ready mentioned, admitted member of theilluftrious
fociety, of which that gentleman was then prefident.

On this occafion he thought proper to give the pu-
. blick an idea of fome ruins and coloffal ftatues at
Thebes in Egypt, in an Englith differtation, dedicated
to the Royal Society, entitled, Drawings of fome ruins
and coloffal fiatues ar Thebes in Egypt, with an account of
tbe fame in a letter to the Royal Society, vpeexrr,  ‘This
effay (which is properly nothing but a picce of his
journal, that you have in the fecond volume ©) with
the four plates, which belong to it, gained him new
applaufes, and reanimated the defire that the publick
had thewn of feeing the work compleated. Ilis pre-
mature death deprived him of the enjoyment of a glory
he could not have failed to acquire from thence.

e

¢ See page 63—6q. vol. 2! this edit,
THOUGH
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ThouvcH he died far diftant from his country, yet
his memoirs upon Egypt have been preferved to us.
When he faw his end approach, he took care to put
all the loofe papers that might have any relation to his
voyage to Egypt, into fafe and faithful hands. The
count of Dannefkiold, a profefled patron of the author
during his life, thewed himfelf zealous for his glory
after ﬁis deceafe, and teftified a great refpe¢t for the
precious truft that had been committed to him. He
informed the king of it, and his Majefty ordered that
a finithing hand fhould be put to the work, and that
the defigns fhould be engraven by the famous Marx
- Tuscuer of Nurenberg, -

Tuis ingenious man had joined to engraving and
painting a tafte of polite literature and of the elegant
works of antiquity, a knowledge alfo of the mathema-
ticks, and above all a great fkill in architeCture, which
gave him a vifible fuperiority over common artifts.
Befides that he was almoft the only perfon capable of
acquitting himfelf with firccefs of the tafk that was re-
quired, he had been for feveral years connefted.in
friendthip with the author. This friendthip, the ties
of which had been formed in Italy, was renewed at
London, where the voyage of Egypt was the ordinary
fubjeét of their converfations. The Sieur T'uscrER
had feized the ideas of his friend, and the defigns of
the voyage into Egypt were almoft as familiar to him,
as to the author himfelf. Infomuch that he had, to
oblige Mr. NorpEN, engraven the two firft plates of
the effay printed at London, in 1741.

One fingle circumftance oppofed fo fuitable a choice.
The Sieur Tuscuer, though very tkilful in the art
of engravirng, had propofed to himfelf to quit the grav-
ing tool, and to confine himfelf intitely to the pencil,
which he had always preferred to it. He confented,
however, to take upon him a work, which would con-
tribute to illuftrate the memory of his friend, and came
for that purpofe to Copenhagen; where, having been

b 4 de-
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defigned to be aprofeffor of the Royal academy of paint-
ing, of fculpture, and architeéture, he would have
feen his reputation increafe, which was already fo well
eftablithed, if death had not taken him offin the midit
of his career. *

" A his arrival at Copenhagen, the dgfigns were put
into his hands, that he might fet about the engravin
of them, and he worked at it with ardour, animat
bg;f thé: tender friendfhip and efteem he had- for the de-
£calcd, - : ‘

“'THE work was .in this condition, when the king
Freperick v'%, our prefent glorious monarch, a
littlé after his acceffion to the -throne, gave orders to
our fociety to take on them the care of putting itin a
condition to be publifhed. We were ftill deploring
the death of our auguft founder. The love that his
fon bore towards the fciences difcovered itfelf imme-
diately, and the polite arts in Denmark perceived, that
" tho”the country had changed its king, yet the fame
prote€tor continued tg them, .

‘Tue engraving of the plates required the leaft part
of our attention. The work of 3“: Steur TuscHzr
continually advanced. At his death all the plates were
. .engraven, excepting the laft, which reprefents the
view of Derri, and which we were obliged to commit
to other hands. He had ¢ven already drawn the por-
traiture of the quthor and adorned the plate with a
medal, which he had contrived for doing honour to
the memory of his friend. But the infirmities which
preceded his death, did not permit him to finith him-
{elf the engraving of them,

THE memoirs required more application. to be di-
gefted and prepared for the prefs. It was neceflary to
collect together with care the fcattered fhreds of the
work, to difpofe them in a manner the moft fuitable
to the plan, to tranflate into French what was fill
only in the Danifh language, to retouch the ftyle,
where it was negligent, and laltly to a& in the beft

o manner
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manner we could for carrying the whole to that point
of perfeftion, which the circumftances permitted it to
arrive at. |

When we examined things minutely, we faw too
well the difference there would be between the articles
reviewed and finithed by the author, and thofe towhich
he had not been able to give the finithing hand, How
ftrong foever the temptation might be to fupply the .
vacuities of his account, and to clear up any obfcu-,
rities, by the afliftances that other writers, ancient and
modern, mightfurnifh, fome folid reafons prohibited
us from taking this meafure. - |
- WE had declared in exprefs terms, i1 the propo-
fals of the fubfcription, that we would follow exaltly
the journals of the author in the ‘condition that he had
left them, and it appears, - that-the deceafed himfelf
was defirous of preferving his work free from any mix-
ture of others notions, by a kind of at of his laft will,
which he has left-written with his own hand upon one
of his loofe papers, and which we have never loft fight
of in the arrangement of his memoirs. Thefe ar;ghis
expreflions: ¢ If thefe papers fall into any othey
hands, they muft not expett to find in them a com-
pleat defcription of the places that I have feen. They
are only memorandums written upon the fpot, and
which contain nothing but the courfe of my voyage,
the accidents that have happened to me in it, and the
remarks:that I have been able to make. If I relate
any particular that is little interefting, it fhould be
confidered, that it may be of fervice to inform thofe
perfons who may have the fame voyage to make.
"The whole is written with a good intention, and with-
out’ any embellithment. Truth alone is my guide.
I willingly permit any cenfure upon the ftyle; it has
need of correftion. But I earneftly entreat that no
other alteration be made. I do not defire that y ob-
fervations thould be efteemed beyond their due value,

I have done my beft. I have not wrote a fyllatle that
Iam
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I am not thoroughly convinced of. I would not avail
myfelf of the proverb, That travellers bave a privilege
of lying. 'The reader may believe me upon my word,
and rely oh the authenticity of my defigns.”
DererMINED by thefe confiderations, we have
made it an inviolable law to ourfelves, to give the
memoirs of the author in their utmoft purity, without
adding any thing to them of our own, and without
making any alteration in them, except with regard to
the ftyle and the arrangement of the articles. ‘
Qur fcrupulous attention not to deviate from this
princiﬁle will appear by an evident inftance. In the
remarks of the author upon the Pyramidographia of
Mr. Joun Grraves, which make a part of the firft
volume, mention is made, (p. 133.) of the fepulchre
of OsyManDI1As, and of the circle of gold that Cam-
BYses took from it. Mr. Norpew, after having
iven his fentiment of it, adds, that the reader may
ee, in his defigns, the place where the circle might
have been fixed. Fe had, without doubt, in view the
112th plate ¢, which reprefents the ruins of the palace
of MEeMmnoN, and where we fee in effelt a figure
drawn upon the ground, which refembles very much
the print of a circle.  Yet in the account given by our
author, which relates to that plate, we find not a
fingle word referring to that fubjet. Nothing would
have been more eafy than to have fupplied it of our-
fclves. But rather than give any addition to, the au-
thor, we have left this flight omiffion to his account,
contenting ourfelves with giving notice of it to the
reader in this place. -
W cannot conclude this preface without applaud-
ing the teftimonies that fo many perfons, both at
‘home and in foreign countries, have given of their

d Tt is the third of the eflay printed at London, in 1741, and
the only one that was engraven by the hand of our author. Ses
plate vi. of this edition,

efteem
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efteem for learning, and the polite arts, by favouring
the publication of a work, which may not be unufe-
ful to their advancement. The Englith nation in par-
ticular needed not te give this frefh inftance of the re-
fpects they had fhewn to the author, to recall to our
minds on this occafion, that it is owing to their gene-
rous way of thinking, and to their exquifite tafte, that
the learned world has already 'acquireg the knowledge
of a great part of the moft beautiful monuments .of
antiquity, Fired with an ardour that does honour to
learning and to thofe that cultivate it, we on our part
have had no other view, in directing the impreffion
- of the author’s collettions, but the intereft of the pu-
blick, and the fatisfaction of having omitted no care
to fulfill intirely our engagements. We hope thac it
will be acknowledged on the perual of this work, and
that, in favour of our exalnefs in all the effential
points, fome indulgence will be fhewn for a delay
which divers accumulated circiimitances, and too long
to be mentioned in particular, have rendered una-
voidable,

Ar
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An extrait from the Nouvelles Literaires, publifled
at Florence, in the year 1740..

Tranflated from the ITALIAN,

Numb. XXXE. Fla}mc-, Fuly 22, 1740,

T VHE baron de Sroscn, eminent for fo many rare

£ accomplithments, has communicated to us four
letters, which -he received from captain :NoORDEN, 4
Danifh gentleman, well verfed.in drawing and mecha-
nicks, and of a refined tafte in the polite arts; whom,
in regard to his great abilities and fingular merit,- his
“majeity the king of Denmark commanded, fome years
fince, to undertake a voyage to Egypt, to make ‘ob-
fervations, and to take drawings of the moft remark-
able monuments of antiquity, in order that an exaét
defeription of them - might be given, “and worthy of
credit, Thefe letters afford informations of a very
curious nature, fome of which appear to be critici{ms
upon MartLer’s defeription, of whom we muft in
confequence fay, that he was neither a diligent, nor an
exact obferver, We fhall give thefe letters, tranflated
from their originals in French, for the fubjeét of this
and the enfuing paper. ‘The firft letter, written from
captain NorpEN to the baron de S, dated Grand Cairo,
July 28, 1739, contains as follows : ¢ In Alexan-
dria I had the pleafure to be employed in examining
the valuable remains of antiquity, which are there to
be found. They are fufficiently known to you, from
the many defcriptions, which have already been given
of them but affure yourfelf that they far {urpafs every

thing that has been faid on the fubje@, If I remems-
S | ber
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ber right, you have MaiLLeT’s defcription; but he
is an author, whofe relations are idle tales. 1 know
not well how to pardon him, for having fo enormoufly
maimed the beautiful column of PoMpey., From the
defign which he gives of it, one would be induced to
thini it of no value; whereas in viewing the column
itfelf, you obferve in it the fineft proportion that can
be imagined, I have made an exaét dgfign of it, which
I fhall one day have the pleafure of fhewing .you.
What he fays of the bafis, that it is much ruined, and
that the whole column refts upon a fingle ftone, is
a notorious falfity. It is on one fide only, that the.
Arabs have damaged it:: the three other fides are al-
moft entire, and extremely well fuftain the great
weight of this magnificent mafs, I have alfo given
acfigns of the four fidés of the obelifk, commenly
called CLEoraTRA’, and-are-already defcribed by
Priny, with the other, which is aftually upon the
ground, and which, as well as the fieft; was. of old
placed in the temple of Casar. The hieroglyphics
upon the two -contignous. fides, -are very beautiful 3
but the others have greatly fuffered from wind and
damps : I have therefore reprefented them exactly as
they are.~ You fhall fee all this, and judge whether
Mr, MarcLeT was capable of giving a jult idea of
thefe: fine. monuments. The worft of -it is, that he
does the fame- with regard to the reft, of which, as
prefent, it is impoffible for me to give you an ample
detail. I fhall, one day or other, communicate to
you the remarks I have made, and that-I am consi-
nuing to make on this fubjeét.” As the baron de S.
had, in anfwer to this letter, communicated to cap-
tain Nor pEN divers obfervations from-ancient hiftory,
in which he was wonderfully fkilled, that they might
be compared, if poflible, with the monuments of the
Upper Egypt, towards which Mr. Norben was then
fetting forward, the latter, after his voyage, having

left the Levant, in order to return to Denmark, and
being
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~ being arrived at Venice, wrote to the baron de S. the
following, dated Sept. 20, 1738. ¢ I have feveral
times wrote to you, during my ftay in Egypt; but
not having received any anf{wer, 1 was unwilling to
aivert you from your occupations by a correfpondence
lit:le interefting, and which the diftance rendered fo
irregular. At prefent, as I am at this place, I would
not deprive myfelf of the pleafure of difcharging my
duty by this letter, and affuring you that the light
you have afforded me, has been of great fervice to me
in vifiting the ineftimable antiquities of that famous
kingdom. -1 have made my obfervations upon many
of them, and I:have alfo drawn, and meafured the
greatelt part 5 the whole, however, with much fatigue,
and no {imall danger, fince the country beyond Cairo
is, to fay the truth, almoft impafiable to travellers.
We penetrated, however, as far as a veflel was cap-
able of being navigated upon the Nile, that is, to the
{econd catara@®, and is as far as there are any antiqui-
ties to be obferved ; it has furnifhed me with a great
extent for drawing, with all poffible exaétnefs, a geo-
graphical chart, from Grand Cairo to Derri. I may,
perhaps, fome time or other, put together all my
papers, and exhibit fuch a work as, in my opinion,
has never yet made its appearance, I have met with
many particuiars that STrapo fpeaks of, and among
the reft the two grand colofles mentioned in his writ-
ings, the defigns of which, as well as many others, I
have by me; and I have al{o feen, fo faras I am able
to conjelture, the remains of the ftatue of MEMNON.
The palace of MEMNON is entire, and ornamented
with fignificative hieroglyphics of great beauty, where
the incruftated colours are as well preferved, as if they
* Had been applied but yefterday. I could have withed
to thew you my whole ccllection of above two hundred
defigns, by returning home your way. But my per-
miffion to undertake the voyage to Egypt, and my
orders to return to my own country, and to fee Venice
- | in
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in my paflage, being joined together, I am not at
liberty to go out of my way, and I fet out next week
in order to continue my route to Copenhagen, with-
out ftopping.” The two other letters will appear in

another paper.

Numb. XXXI, - Florence, July 29, 1740.

Continuation of the correfpondence of captain
NORDEN awztb baron the STOSCH.

ARON de Stoscu in anfwer to captain Nor-
B peN’s laft letter written from Venice, fent him
an account of the authors who had defcribed Egypt,
advifed him " to have his Jefigns engraved, and defired
to be informed whether he had obferved the famous
temple of C£sar, fpoken of by PuiLo Jup&£us, and
which C&sar made his habitation. The relation of
this great temple is in PriLo’s book uponthe legation
to Carus, and begins with thefe words: Ovd 3o
TOETYY f5% Témervos olov 10 Asyspmevoy SeCasiov, imbalyels
Kairapos vees : whete the hiftorian defcribes it in the
moft precife and exalt manner, and fpeaks of it as one
of the moft furprifing edifices of antiquity. Captain
Norpen replied to all thefe points, O¢t. 25, 1738, in
his paffage through Hamburgh, where he received
the baron’s letter : ¢¢ From the honour of yours of
the 27th ult. which came to hand the 25th inftant
upon my arrival at this place, I have the happirefs to
find myfelf conftantly in your favour, and heartily
return you thanks for the informations you have given
me, concerning the authors who have written on
Egypt. In regard to your advice, to get my dzfigns
engraved, that matter yet remains undetermined, not
only as I am ignorant whether his majefty, who, youl

wel

-
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well know, made me undertake thefe travels, will think
proper to give his permiffion, but alfo as I thould be
unwilling to expofe myfelf, till I am certain that my
work is new, and that the fame obfervations have not
already been furnifhed by others. I fhould be better
able to determine this affair, had I the opportunity
of fhewing you my defigns 3 but this is an advantage I
could not obtain. Your friend Mr. ZaNETTI at Venice
has feen theny, but he has fo highly applauded them,
that I know not well what to think of it. If you are
inclined, you might afk him after news, and by that
means I may perhaps be able to form fome judgment
of my performance. The great temple that Priro
fpeaks of, has been fituated between the little Pharillon
and the new town, to the left as you enter the-great
port of Alexandria, At this time there: are only two
obelifks, one of which is yet {tanding in its old place,
theother is broken, andalmoft buriedin ruins, Except
the former, I have not found any columns ftanding,
but a great number broken in pieces, of which fome
lye in the water, and others have been ufed in the
towers of the old wall, ere@ed by the Saracens as an
inclofure to the town. The columns of the market
place, which you fpeak of, have no conneion with
this temple : There are half a dozen in the ftreet of
Rofetto. They have been employed to make a gallery,
which the houfes reft upon, and it is at the fame time
a fhelter to foot paflengers, as at Padeua and in the
place of-St. Mark at Venice. I have taken defigns of
the obelifks, and a view and plan of the whole.” Ar-
riving at length at Copenhagen, captain Norpsw
wrote again to the Baron de S. a long letter, dated
April xc'g, 1739, an extract of which follows. < I hope
to get the Scotch author you tell me of” [Mr., ALex-
anDER GorpEN, whom the Baron de S, had propofed
to him, for illuftrating the ancient paintingsf “ but
as he treats only of the paintings upon the cafes of the
mumimies, he will be of no great ufe to me in explaining

| | thofe
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thofe wonderful ones that I have feen upon an infinite
number of ancient buildings, or in giving the leaft idea
of them, Imagine to yourfelf, in the extent of an
Italian league, palaces with columns thirty two french
feet in circumference, cafed with fandy ftones curt in
fquares, and all over covered within and without with
paintings, reprefenting the worfhip of the deities of
the country, the ceremonies and cuftoms of the inha-
bitants, their manner of making war and of failing,
together with love-devices intermixed. Confider like-
wife that the manner of painting is fo totally different
from any thing in pra&ice at this time, as to make it
neceflary for me to give you fome flight idea ofit. . A
painting eighty feet high, and proportionably broad,
is divided into two ranges of gigantic figures in 4as-
reftefy and covered with moft exquifite colours, fuited
to the drapery and naked parts of the figure. But
what is ftill more wonderful is this, that the azure, the
yellow, the green, and the other colours made ufe of,
are as well preferved, as if they had been laid on but
yefterday, and fo ftrongly fixed to the ftone, that I
was never able to feparate them in the leaft degree.
The intermediate fpace between thefe coloffal figures
i3 filled with an infinity of other paintings and hiero-
glyphics, of which a great part is eafily intelligible by
every obferver, whilft others, which are in the tafte
of thofe upon the obelifks, and which withoutr doubt
contain the hiftory and defcription of the picture, are
no longer underftood. What a change, here, has
time produced! that which was defligned to explain the
, picture, is underftood only by the picture itfclf, The

infide of the temples and palaces does not indeed con-
tain reprefentations of fuch immoderate fize ; but the
whole is filled in the fame manner. You will afk me
whether the defign is good, and has tafte? yes, fir,
the whole is executed with much greater exaltnefs
than the idols of granite, which we both have feen inh

the capitol. The, reafon of this is plain ; the material, of
C which
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which thofe idols are .nade, 1s extremely hard, wheteas
that of the figures, which § have fo lately feen, is”of
a much {otter nature. You wouid know too if I have
copied any one of them, Affuredly. I have a {mall
delineation which reprefents a partof a fepulchral grott,
that is entireiy hi‘torical *.  But why nothing more,
you will fay. Nobody, fir, fhould be required to do
impoffibilities: 1 have been obliged to fet bounds to
my ambition, and to treat of tius magnificence of an-
tiquity in general only. Had I entered into a minute
examination of particular beauties, I never thould have
made anend. I own 1 often found myicif under{trong
temptation to vndertakeit, but when I refleted upon
my defign, it conﬁ'antly happened that nothing was
concluded upon, and the moments were fo precious
- 1n this country, that I was under a neceflity of retixing,
:all enchanted as I was. I fhould never conglude, if |
‘attempted to communicate to you exaltly every thing
.J-have feen in this fource of all the fciences. Let them
‘talk to me no more of Rome;. let Greéece be filent, if
-fhe would not be convifted of having known nothing
but' what fhe derived from Egypt. What venerable
“architeCture | What magnificence! What mechanicks!
"What other nation ever had courage to undertake
wotks fo furpriling! ‘They in truth furpafs all ideas
that can be formed of them; and I cannot help la-
menting, that { fhall fcarce obtain credit, though I
exprefs myfelf without the leaft exaggeration,”—This
Danith gentleman, with an underftanding fo culti-
vated, is at this time on board admiral Happock's
fquadron at Port Mahon?in quality of a volunteer.

.y

N

c Plate CXXV. Vol. If. Fo/. ed.

4 -Jt was in admiral Nearis's fleet that Mr. Norpex then
ferved, as has been mentioned in that part of the preface which
. gives an account of the author’s life, ;

THE
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™ HE tranflater imagines it will be no unaccept~

‘ able addition to the work, to give the addrefs
that Mr, NorpEeN wrote to the Preﬁt?ent and-Fellows
of the Royal Society, in the treatife he publithed at
London upon his admiffion into that illuftrious Body,
which is mentioned in the tranflation of the preface to
the Frenchedition, p. 12, He has therefore extratted
it, together with the quotations from ancient and mo-
dern authors. S - .

« Tp MARTIN Forxes Efy. Prefident, and z‘a-t;ée
reft of the Council and Fellows of the Royal Society
- of London, for improving natural knowledge,

 GENTLEMEN, . o
T VHE platés I have the honour to lay before you, are
‘J taken fiom four of the drawings, which. I made
abbut foyir years fince, by the command of his Majefty
. the ‘king of Denmark, iy gracious and royal mafter,
from fome of the femdins of antiquity,  that are -ftill
found difperfed, almoftall over the kingdom of Egypt.
Anp as thefe may poflibly be of ufe to illuftrate
fome pafliges in antient authors, ‘who have taken
notice of the ftatie of MEMNoON, Thave fubjoined moft
of thofe gaﬂ‘agcs ; to which I have added, what I have
met with in modetp books alfo, relating to the fame
fubjeft s together with an extract from my own jour-
nal, of whatI obferved on the fpot, and wrete
down there immediately after I had taken the draw-
ings, for the more ready underftanding the fame.,
'pRESENT themi to you, gentlemen, as to perfons
of the moft extenfive knowledge and learning, thereby
qualified to judge of all works' of antiquity, to com-
pare one with another the divers writings of the an-
tients, and to corret the feveral errors and inaccus
racies, to which they, as well as-the moderns, may haye
been fubjedt, | '

Ivay claim myfelf to noerudition, and defire you
¢ 2 will
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- will only look upon what I fay, as the report of a faith-
ful iraveller, and of one who pretends to no more,
thaii having feen with fome care, and related honeftly
what he has feen,

Tue three firft drawings were executed upon the

“place juft as you fee them : I have not fince been wil-
ling {0 much as to finith them ; much lefs would I
have ventured to add any thing by way of ornament
or embellithment, The laft drawing, which exhibits
the plan, was made (ince I came away, but from the
{ketch and meafures I took alfo upon the fpot, when I
was at T hebes. |

TuE marvellous and the agreeable which frequently
recommend works to the multitude, but which at the
fame time deftroy the true fruit that thould be ga-
thered from relations of this fort, have always ap-
peared to me unworthy of a traveller; and more par-
ticularly of one who treats of places fo far diftant, that
it is very difficult for others to examine into the truth
of his reports: for this reafon, I am here defirous to
affure my readers, -that in whatever I may hereafter
have eccalion to publith of my oblfervations on the
places I have fecn, it is my fixed refolution to purfue
no other rule, than that of delivering, with truth and
limplicity, fuchaccounts asIam able to give of thofe
places, and of the things I have there thought beft
deferving to be taken notice of.

It is upon this account only, that I have thought
thefe few drawings worthy to be laid before you: and
[ flatter mylclf, gentlemen, that you will accept them as
a {mall token of my fincere refpe@, and of my thank-
fulnefs for the honour you have been pleafed to do me,
in admitting me a member of your illuftrious Society ;

being with great truth,

GENTLEMEN,
- Your moft bumble

London, the =t '
p?;:.«my :;’411?f and mgft chedient fervant,
. ' F. L.. Norpen.”
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Pafages from ancient and modern AUTHORS referred
to in the foregoing letter.

StraABO, lib. xvii. p. 816.

I C cum duo Colofli effent de {olido lapide inter
fe-propinqui, alter adhuc extat, alterius vero
fuperiores a fede partes corruerunt, terre (ut fama

eft) motu,
CreprTuM etiam eft, femel quotidie fonitum quen-

dam, veluti iCtus haud magni, edi a parte, qua in fede

ac bafi remanfit.
Irse cum Erio GaLro adeflem, & cum reliqua

multitudine amicorum, ac militum, qui cum eo erant,
circiter horam primam fonitum audivi; utrum a bafi,
five a Coloffo, an vero ab eam cifcumftantium aliquo
editus fuerit, non habeo affirmare: cum propter in-
certitudinem caufze quidvis potius credere fubeat, quam
ex lapidibus fic compofitis fonum edi.

Prinius, kb xxxvi. cap. 7.
Non abfimilis illi narratur in Thebis delubro Sera-
pis, ut putant Mem~yonis flatuze dicatus: quem quo-
tidiano folis ortu contadtum radiis crepare dicunt.

Tacrrus Aunal. kb, ii. cap. 61.

CoetErum GERMaNIcus aliis quoque miraculis
intendit animum, quorum precipua fuere Memn~oO-
n1s faxea effigies, ubi radiis folis i¢ta eft vocalem fo-
num reddens,

Pavsanias Atitic. cap. 42.

~ EuMm certe in fabricandis muris ab AppoLLINE ad-
jutum MEecarENsEs affirmant, atque eum de quo
dixi lapidem ubi citharam depofuit, pro teftimonio ha-
bent. Reddit enim, calculo fi quis eam percuilerit,
eundem quem pulfe fides fonum : quae mihi res plane
admirabilis vifa eft : quanquam Coloflum, qui The-
bis Agyptiis eft trans Nilum, non longe ab eo loco,
qua Syringes appellantur, majore utique cum ad-

miratione fpectavi,
StaTUA
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- Starva-ibi eft fedentis hominis ;- eam multi Mam~
NONIS nominant: quem ex Aithiopia in Agyptum
venifie, ac Sufas etiam _ufqgﬁ;penetraﬁé tradunt, At
ipfi Thebani MemyonNeM effe negant, fiam PHaME-
nopsey fullle’ indigenam hominem dicunt, - Audivi
etiam qui SesosTR1s ilam fatuam eflfe dicerent: eam
Camivszs diffidit 1 & nunc etiam fperior pats a-vér-
tice ad medium truncum humi neglefta jacet: reli-
quum adhuc federe videtur, ac quotidie fub ipfum folis
ortum, fonuny edit, qualem vel cithara vel lyree nervi,

fi forte dum tenduntur rumpantur, . . .

" PrirosTraTUsy Dt wita Apollowisy 1ib. vi. cap. 3.
“ Locum enim ubi templum fundatum fuera; -anti-
10 foro fimilem ‘ditynt effie., Extant’ejufinodi' fora
quadam in veruftiffimis civitatibis, bi. & columna-
rum vifuntyr fragmernita, & pariétan gusedaim veft-
gid. Preeterea feges & Himina & Mereurii fitiulachra,
partim manu, partini vetuftate confurptd, - itlic etiam
confpici dicunt, . Ipfius vero Mzmnongs ftatua ado-
lefeentis impuberis imiaginem referens,, ad, folis-radios
- converfa eft, Eft autem ex nigro lapide fabricata,
atque.utroque pede folum attingens jyxtaDapac fta-
_tuariam artem,: ereét® -autem manus fedi innituntur
hominis furgere volentis fimilitadinem “ekprimentes,
e Cuith vero folis radius ftatuanm attidgeret (id-au-
tep) gigcéja’, {olis ortum evenire perhibent) ‘tum “vero fi-
ra-moduth admirabilis vifa eft -~ Tuné¢ éiith Ratudm
oqui perhibent, ubi primum folis radius ad ejus os
pervenit. T e
- 0 PriLoSTRATUS lionum,, lib, 1,
“Tpse autem MEeuwon in nigrum transformatus eft
~ in. Zthlopia lapidem, & fguram quidem {edentis:
seciem vero illam puto, & folis radii ftatuam petunt,
ol enim MEmNnoN1s os veluti ple@ro percutiens, inde
tocem elidére, loquacique fophifmate invento diem
folari videtur, - o
Lucianty Toxaris feu rmicitia,

- MzMNONEM autem vocem ecieie exoriente fnif.
vel-
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“Lvciant Philopfeudes,

Quum in Egypto verfarer adhuc adolefcens, a
parte videlicet doctrinze gratia tranfmiffus, cupicbam
navigio profeftus in Coptum, illinc adiens Mzmno-
yveM, miraculum illud audire, eum videlicet fonum
reddentem ad orientem folem. Ilumigituraudivi non
hoc vulgari modo quo audiunt -alii fonum quempiam
inanem, fed milii oracula etiam edidit Mzemyow ipfe
aperto ore feptem verfibus ; quod nifi effet fupervaca~
neum, ipfos-vobis verfus recenferem. .

TzrrzES Chiliad. vi, Hiff, 64, .

In patriam autem relatus, fepultus eft domi,

Et columna huic fuit rubri varii lapidis

Fabrefacta, lxtum autem die mittit cantum, -

Velut letatus matris preefentia, |

Noétu autem flebile quoddam contra canit carment.
‘Dionystr Periegefis, v. 249.

Fhebas prifcas centum portas habeéntes, ubi refonans
Memnon exorientem fuam falutat Auroram.

| Juvenars Sat. 135, |
Dimidio magica refonant ubt MeMNoNE chorde.

V ANSLEB relation dun voyage DEgypte, p. 410. where
he gives the following remark from fazher PorTals.

A une lieue dega il y a une ancienne ville apellée
'Habu, ou Pon voit auffi plufieurs belles curiofités, &
entre autres des.momies. On y decouvre de fort loing
2 ftatues, I'une d’un homme, & lautre d’une femme,
les gens du pais appellent celle-la Sdama & celle-ci
Fama : “elles paroiffent étre pour les moins, aufli gran-
des que P Abulbon ou le Sphine qui eft vis-3-vis du
Cayre. Prés de ce lieu il y-a un village ou Yon -de-
‘couvre du Nil deux ftatues, qui paroifient fi nouvelles,
qu'a les voir-on diroit, que Pouvrier vient de les

achever. |
2 : Marr-
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- MAILLET defeript, de I Egypte, kettre 8™, {péaking of
| Thebes o |

PzrsonnE n'ighore que c’etoit dans cette ville que

fe voyoit cette celebre ftatue de Memyon, dont il'eft
tant parlé dans Phiftoire.  Quoiqu’il en foit, il ne refte

- pas plus-de traces de ce Coloffe que Campyszs fit, dit
~ on, mettre en piéces. : -
Memoives dos Miffions de la Compagnie de Fefus dans le Le-
_ | Vanky tom. 87, - .

Praw d'un ouvrage fur PZgypse ancienne & mo-

derne, par le Pere SicArp, chap, xi, | ~
- Av couchant du Nil,

3. Les deux Colofies, dont patle Siradon,. chargez
d’inferiptions Gregues & Latines,
: ﬂﬂa':’l ResTEs du palais de Memnon & fa ftatue co-
offale, C

EsTAMPES.

_ Pran des deux Coloffes-au couchant du palais de
Memron, & de fa ftatue. |

ToMm. viime,

- Discours fur PEgypte, par le Pére SicArp de Ia
C. de J. Chap., vii.
' ' - TueBES,

s tnian mameee weens. Sans parler des temples de
Venus & de Memwon, des galleries pleines-de hie-
roglyphes, & des colonnes, il y a des chofes que Ton
- peut dire étre uniques dans le monde; feavoir les

F: ulchres des Rois de Thebes, & trois (tatues colof-
fales, les deux premieres, dont a tant parlé STrasoN,
font remplie d*une vingtaine d'infcriptions foit Grecques
foit Latines : la troificine eft la ftatué du Roi Mem-
. NON, qui, felon la tradition des anciens Egypsiens, rens
- doit.un fon au lever du foleil,
| TN TRAs
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TRAVELS
"EGYPT AND NUBIA.

y

. ANCIENT ALEXANDRIAS,

"t HE ancient Alexandria has been fubjeéted tor

" fomany revolutions, and fo often ruined, that

. we fhould have at prefent fome difficulty to

find it, if the fituation of its ports, and fome antique
monuments, did not direct us to its true place,

2 Q. Curtivs reates, * That Arexanper, in his return
from Jupiter Ammon, when he came from the fea to the lake
Mareotis, not far diftant from the ifland Pharos, having obferved
the natlre of the place, determined at firft-to build & new city
in the ifland’ jcfelf: bur afterwards, when it ap‘p'egrec_l the ifland
was not fpacious ehough for & great city, hechofe the place where
Alexandria now flands, which derives its appellation from the
name of the founder. Having included all the groiind that lay
between the lake dnd the fea, he affigned for the walls a circuit of
eighty fadia, that is, ten Roman miles."” l.iv. cap. 8,

Cms AR glues the followving account of Al-xandria, asit was in bis
time : ¢ The Pharos is a tower exceeding high, and of wonderful
flruure, fituated on an ifland; from which it took its name.
This ifland, oppofed to Alexandria, forms an harbour; but vaft
heaps of ftones, fetched from the mountainous countries, having
been thrown into the fea to the length of nine hundred paces, it is

B Thofe
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~ 'Thofe infallible guides will lead me to defcribe, in
a kind of order, what I have been able to obferve; I
do not propofe however to give a complete defcrip-
tion, nor to write the entire hiftory of the rife and fall
of this great city. My only aim is, to communicate
faithfully what I have feen and been able to -remark,
concerning the prefent ftate of the ancient and new
city. 'The order that I fhall obferve, will be fuch as
my memorandums will furnith we with; and if Ido
not explain myfelf fometimes with fufficient clearnefs,
the defigns that I have drawn upon the fpot, will com-
plete the idea, that the reader will have conceived by
the relation Iam going to give.
THE old and the new port at this time at Alexandria
are what they called formerly the ports of Africa.and

e e

-

now joined by a narrow road and bridge to the town.~ In this
#land are habitations of Egyptians, and rows of houfes that in-
extent refemble a town : and whatever fhips, through ignorance,
or by ftrefs of weather, have turned a little out of their courfe; the
inhabitants are weont to plunder them like pirates. Without tbeir
Teave, awboare in pofleffion of Pharos, there can be no entrance for
fhips into the harbour, on account of the narrownefs of the pafiage,
% Auexanpria is almoftferure from fire ; becaufe the baildings
are without rafteting and timber ; and the feveral parts are held
together by mottar and arches, and covered at top by rough ftone
or mofaic work. . -

“ Tur whole city almoft is hollowed, and has fubterrancous
€anals reaching to the Nile; by which water is conveyed into
private houfes, where by degrees it grows clear, and lets fall a
fediment ; this the owners of houfes and their families are wont to
make ufe of : for what is brought dire@ly by the river Nile is fo
muddy and foul, that it occafions many and various difeafes, but
“the common people are obliged to be content with it, becaufe
there is no fountain in the whole city.”” Cap, ult, et Hirtii Com, e
Belle dlex. ¢, 1. et v, .

F. VANSLEB mentions the difeafes ehiefly occafioned by the Nile avater,
. 30 be aloofenefs and an itcking ovver the avhole body.

Casar here places the diftance of the ifland Pharos at nine
hundred paces from thie continent, allowing a little more for the
extent of the bridge.  All the ancient writers agree in afligning it
gret‘ty much the fame diftance, except HoMer ; who deferibes itas

eing a whole day’s fail from Egypt, even with a fair wind, Od)/.

L iv, ver, 354,
| of
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of Afia. The firft is referved for the Turks; the
fecond is open to the Europeans.  They differ the one
from the other in this, that the old is much more neat,
and has much deeper water than the new, where they
are obliged to put, at certain diftances, empty cafks
under the cables, that they might not be fretted and
worn by the bottom, whichis ftony. But if this pre-
caution preferves the cables, the veffels are ftill always
expofed to the rifque of being loft, The anchor net
bolding {o well in this manner, a tempefiuous wind eafily
loofens the veflel, which, when once it drives, is caft
~away even in the harbour, becaufe it has not fufficient
room, nor fuffigient depth, to nake its anchor hold
again. A French veflel was lolt in this manner, the
year before my arrival at Alexandria, o

THE entrance of the new port is defended by two
caftles, of a bad Turkith " firu&ure, and which have
nothing remarkable but their fituation; fince they have
fucceec%ed' edifices very renowned in hiftory.

‘TrAT which they call the Great Pharillon, has in the
middle a little tower, the fummit of which terminates
in a lanthorn, that they light up every night; but
which does not give much light, becaufe the lamps

el ———

Lucan has given the reafon for this diverfity, in a writer {o
corredt as HomeRr is in his geography, in the following lines;

Tunc clauftrum pelagi cepit Pharon : infula quondam
In medio ftetit illa mari, fub tempore vatis
Proteos : at nunc eft Pellzis proxima muris,

And Priny afligns the matural cavfe. ¢ Nafcuntur enim [fcili-
cet lerrz) nec %uminum tantum inveCtu, ficut Echinades infule
ab Acheloo amne congefte, majorque pars Agypti a Nilo, in quam
a Pharo infuli no&is et diei curfum fuiffe HoMEeroO credimus; fed
ct receflu maris, ficut eidem de Circeis.” 1. ii. c. 83,

Dr. Pococks obferves, * That among the remains of Alex.
andria, the moft extraordinary are thofe cifterns which were built
under their houfes, {upported by two or three ftories of arches on
columns, in order to receive the Nile water by the canal, as they

do at this day.” page 6.
B2 are
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are ill fupplied. This caftle has been built upon the
~ iftand of Pharos, which it occupies fo edtirely, that if
there are ftill fome remains of that marvel of the world,
that ProLemy had caufed to be erected there, they
continue concealed from the curious, It is the fame
with regard to the other caftle, known under the name
of the Little Pharillon. There are no foot-fleps of
the famous library *, which, in the time of the ProLe-
MIES, was confidered as the moft beautiful that had
ever been feen. ‘
Each of thefe two iflands is joined to the ferrs firma
by a mole. That of the ifland of Pharos is extremely
long. It appeared to me to be three thoufand feet ip |
extent, and is-made partly of bricks and partly of free-
ftone, It is vaulted through its whole length; its
arches are in the gothic tafte, and the water can pafs
underneath. It refembles in that the remains of the
mole of Pouzzol, that they commonly give for C4v1-
cuLa’s bridge. It is not credible that the Saracens
or the Turks have been the inventors of -it. If they
have found there the ruins of an ancient mole, they
have fo disfigured theém, in repairing them, that we
abferve not the leaft feature, that favours the elegant
ages of antiquity. HR |
‘THE mole, which gives paffage to the Little Pha--
rillon, has nothing particular but two zigzages, which,

b Seneca fpeaks of this library as confifting of four hun-
died thoufand, and A, Gennivs feven hundred thoufand vo-
lomes: a number vallly fuperior, I believe, to that of any li-
brary now in the world . I know it will be faid, that the volumes
at that time were much fmaller than they are now, fince the in-
vention of printing; but then it muft be confidered, on the other
hand, that printing multiplies the fame objet by a viriety of im-

effions, and it is the number of editidns of the fame book, that
: Fs;ells the bulk of our modern libraries, 'This noble library was
unfortunately deftroyed by Cz3ar, who being obliged, as Pru-
TARCH Telates, to preferve himfelf by fetting fire to the encmg‘s
fleet, the flames fpread from the dock to the great library, and de-
voured that illaftrious monument of the good tafte of the kings of

Egypt. . .
_ | in
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in cafe of need, may ferve for its defence, T*he Pha-
rillons and their moles, one at the tight, the other at
the left of the port, condut you infenfibly to the
fhore 3 but it is proper to advertife, that precifely at
the entrance of the port, you have to pafs racks, fome
of which are underneath, and others above the furface
of the water. It is neceffary to avoid them with care,
For this purpofe they take Turkith pilots, appointed
for this bufinefs, and who come out to meet veflels at
a diftance from the port: you are then fecure of arriv-
ing within the port, and of riding there with the other
veflels, that are moored along the whole length of the
great mole, as in the deepeft place,

NoTHING is more Eeeautiful than to fee, from
thence, that mixture of antique and modern monu-
ments, which, on whatever fide you turn youtfelf, of-
fer themfelves to the view. When you have paffed
the Little Pharillon, you difcover a row of great tow-
ers, joined one to another by the ruins of a thick wall,
One fingle obelifk ftanding, has fufficient height to
make it{elf remarked in a place, where the wall s fall-
en down, If you turn yourfelf a little further, you
petceive that the towers appear again ; but they pre-
fent themfelves only in a kind of diftant view. The
new Alexandria makes a figure afterwafds with its
minarets ©; and above this town, but in a diftant view,
rifes the column of Pompey, a moft majeftic monu-
ment, You difcover likewife hills, that feem to con-
fitt of afthes, and fome other towers. At length the -
view terminates in a great fquare building, that ferves
forla magazine of powder, and which joins the great
mole, -

AFTER having landed, we croffed the new town,
and took the rout of the obelifk, where we did not ar-
rive, till after having clambered over ruined walls,

g

¢ A ginp of tower, or fleeple, placed near the Mahometan
mofques. They maintain there cryers, who call the people to
prayers, to fupply the want of bells,

B 3 which
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~ which give, through a tower of ftone work, a free
paffage, quite to the foot of that antique monument
and no fooner have you approached it than you fee, on
one fide, another, which has, long fince, been obliged
to give way, and is at prefent almoft entirely buried.

T'ux obelifk which is ftanding, and which they ftill
call the obelifk of CLeEorATRA, fhews that it is the
place, where the palace of that queen was, to which
they gave likewife the name of Camsar’s palace.
There remiains no other footftep of that magnificent
building 3 which is the reafon that I fhall ftop only to
obferve the obelifk. -

Turs obelifk of CLEoraTRrA is fituated, almoft in
the middle, between the new city and the Little Pharil-
lon, Its bafe, of which a part is buried under ground,
is raifed twenty feet above the level of the fea. Between
this monumentand the port, runs a thick wall, flanked,
on each fide of the obelifk, by a great tower; but this
wall has been fo ruined, that its height is almoft equal
to the bafe of the obelifk. The infide of the wall is but
at ten feet diftance from this monument ; and the out- -
fide but at four or five paces from the fea. All the
front of this wall, quite into the port, is full of an in-
finite quantity of ruins of columns, freezes, or other
~ pieces of architeCture, which have belonged to a mag-
nificent edifice. They are of divers forts of marble,
I have perceived there fome granite, and verd antique.
"Towards the country, the obelifk has behind it a very
large plain, which has been fo often raked into, that
all the foil feems to have pafled through a fieve.
There grows only here and there a little grafs; and
even that is of fo bad a fubftance, that it withers im-
meaiately, Prate IIL

As to the obelifk in itfelf, it is of a fingle piece of
granite marble, It fuffices to fay, that there are only
two of its four faces, which are well preferved; the
two others are effaced, and you fcarce {ee in them the
hieroglyphics, with which they were anciently covered,

| | ‘THz
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TuE obelifk that is thrown down appears to have
been broken; but that which may be decyphered of
its hieroglyphics gives one reafon to judge, that it con-
tained the fame figures, and in the fame order, as thofe
of the obelifk which is ftanding.

T'ur reader will be furprized, without doubt, that
the Roman emperors did not get that obelifk tran{-
ported to Rome, rather than others which it was ne-
ceflary to fetch from a great diftance, But if one con-
fiders the two faces, which have been {poiled by the
injury of time, it will be thought a fufficient reafon for
not taking it away; and this reafon difpenfes us from
having recourfe to any others.

SoME ancient authors have written, that thefe two
obelifks were in their time in the palace of Crrora-
TRA 3 but they do not tell us, who caufed them to
be placed there. It is probable, that thefe monuments
are much more ancient than the city of Alexandria,
and that they were brought from fome place in Egypt,
for the ornament of this palace: This conjecture has
{o much the more foundation, as it is known, that at
the time of the foundation of Alexandria, they no
longer made any of thefe monuments, covered with
hieroglyphics, of which they had already long fince
loft both the knowledge and the ufe.

Tue two fides of fuch hard ftone, fpoiled and ef-
faced, thews the great difference there is between the
climate of Alexandria, and that of all the reft of.
Egypt; for it is neither fire, nor a brutal hand, that
has damaged thefe ftones. One fees clearly, that it is
only the injury of time, that has eaten fome of the
figures, and which has effaced fome others, tho’ they
were very deeply engraven,

As the defigns give exaltly the contours of the
figures, which cover the faces of this obelifk, I fhall
forbear entering into a larger detail. Thus, after hav-
ing given all that I know, with regard to this monu-

‘ment, I quitit, to examine what is found at the foot
B4 of
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of the walls, and along the fea-thore, from the obelifk
quite towards the Little Pharillon, |
I nave already faid, that in the front of the obe-
lifk, we find a great quantity of divers forts of marble,
which appear to have been employed in fome magni-
ficent edifice. . We eafily judge, that they are’the ru-
ins of the palace, which was fituated in the place where
the obelifk is. It is only becanfe they. are in.the fea,
that they remain there, = The accefs is too*difficult to
draw them from thence, and to carry, them away.; It
has not been the fame with regard so_thofe, - which,
- having fallen, continued upon the ground. They
have carried a part of them away, to tranfport them
elfewhere ; and the reft has been emplonﬁd in the néw
Alexandria, - There is therefore no reafon to _be fure
prifed, if, in the fggce' we are goi%: over, one finds no
more ruins of fuch choice materials. In reality, one
perceives there only works of . brick burnt by. the fire
and very hard. . *They deferve, however, our attention,.
fince they prefent themielves with:an -air of antiquity.
.. Some vauited canals, ?ez; ‘and -in part filled wp,
- apartments half deftroyed ; whole walls thrown down,
without the bricks being detached ;. all this proves that
they are not works of a modern conftruétion. Unfor-
tunately, thefe ruins make fo. confufed a chaos, - that
ohe cannot form to 033?3 felf & juft idea of the edi-
fices, which were in-this quarter; .2ll -that one can
imagdne is, that thefe buildings belonged to the pa-
lage, and_ that they were employed in_different 1ifes,.
- fuch as to ferve for. commop, fewers, ‘private: houfes,
gnatd-houfes, and qther like things, , = ... ., «*
Curjosrty leads us no further on that fide,, There
would ftill remain to be examined the Little Phgrillon, -
but the gagrifon dogs not permit the. entrance of it.
‘We muft therefore be fatisfied with going:to fec what
thofe great towers are, joined by fuch thlﬂi walls, Cne.
hds no difficplty to conceive, that it is the inclofure of
the ancient Alexandria, But of what age is this in-
. - ~ clofure?
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clofure? Thisis a point on which one may venture to
ive one’s fentiment, after Naving examined the ob-
jedt near, and after having well confidered it. ‘
THosEe towers, which form as it were bulwarks, are
not all of an equal bignefs, nor of the fame figure, nor
of the fame conftruction. - There are fome of them
round ; others are fquare; -others of an oval figure;
and thefe laft are fometimes cut by a ftrait line in one
of their fides. . | ‘
Tuevy differ, in like manner, in theirinfide. There
are fome that have a doyble wall, ‘and at the entrance
winding ftairs that lead up to the top of the tower.
- Some offer nothing for a paffage, but a hole in the
vault, and. throug% which it was neceflary to pafs by
the affiftance of a {caling-ladder. Generally fpeaking,
the entrances of thefe towers are very fmall and very

* narrow, and look out upon the infide of the curtain,
or wall of communication. Their different ftories are
formed by atches, fupported foretimes by a ¢olumn,
fometimes by feveral ; dnd there are even fome, that
are fupported by a’large poft. The port-holes, that
go all round ‘thefe bulwarks, -are -narrow, but_ grow
wider within, They refemble thofe which one fees in
feveral ancient caftles of England: One obferves no,
wells in thefe towersy yer ¥ doubt not but they had
fome: it is probable that they have been neglefted,

and filled up in length of tim¢, "All the towers arg
built of free-ftone, and of a' very maffive archite@uye.

In the loweft part we fee, all round and at certain dif-

tances, thafts of columns of different forts of marble,
and they have been placed there ‘in fuch a manner,

that, ‘when you fee them from a diftance, you take

them for cannon guns, which come out of their port-

holes. We perceive likewife, here and there, fome

fquare ‘pieces of marble made ufe of; but all the body

of the building, as I have already faid, is formed of
free-ftones; and they are of a fandy kind, fuch as thofe

of Portland, or of Bentheim, T

N HE
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Tue walls, which make the joining of the towers,
and which, with them, have compofed the circuit of
the town, are not, throughout the whole, of the fame
breadth, nor of the fame height, nor of the fame con-
firuction. Some may be about twenty feet thick,
whillt others are more or lefs. Their height reaches
to thirty or forty feet. One cannot, however, be af-
fured, by the mere view of thefe ruins, that all the
inclofure of the town has been built in the manner that

1 have remarked, in {peaking of the wall near the obe-

titk s but it had, on the infide, a walk, almoft in the
fame tafte, as that which we fee in the inclofure of the
palace of AuriL1aN at Rome.

Tusre remains nothing more for me to mention,
with regard to this inclofure, but that the towers as
well as the walls, at leaft thofe that are to be feen, are
all very much damaged, and in feveral places entirely
ruined, After that, the only point is to know, if,
from what hath been juft now obferved, and from
what hiftory informs us, we may decide, whether
this inclofure is of the time of the firft foundation
of Alexandria, or at what time it might have been
made.

Ir we are to credit hiftory, and what that tells us
of the grandeur of the ancient Alexandria, it would be
very difficult for us to limit it to an inclofure of fo
little extent.  But without engaging ourfelves in what
one withes it might have been, we may better con-
fine ourfelves to confider what remains of that famous
city. :

OnE perceives at firft a very maffive architeGture, an
{uch as it was proper it thould be to fuftain the thocks
‘of battering-rams, But that may be the work of any
age. Let us apply ourfelves therefore to particulars,
which may be able to make us perceive the difference
between one age and another; and, in this cafe, one can
fcarce take advantage of any thing but the columns,

which fupport the arches on the infide, and of the fhaft:_
' 0
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of columns that thew them{elves without.- The columns
have capitals, which manifeftly do not appear to be of
the age of ALexanpeRr., The tafte of them is too
much Saracen, to carry back their origin {o high. But,
it will be faid, an arch fallen, and repaired by the Sa-
racens, might have produced the fame effect.  ‘There
remains therefore nothing but the fhafts of- the co-
lumns of different marbles, which fhew, that the work
is neither of the firlt foundation of the city, nor of the
time of the ProLemigs, nor of that of the Romans.
‘There are none but Barbatians, that could have made
{o odd an ufe of pieces of a material fo precious in
Egypt, as is the foreign marble. Thefe columns have
been, without doubt, drawn out of the ruins of Ale-
xandria : and perhaps even out of the palace of CLEo-
PATRA; for if they had been brought from Mem-
phis, fuch as they are, we {hould have difcerned hie-
roglyphics on them;. but we perceive neither hierogly-
phics on thele columns, nor on the fquare pieces of
marble, made ufe of up and down. Let us conclude,
therefore, that this inclofure was not made, till the
Saracens, after having ruined Alexandria, found them-
{elves obliged to fortify themfelves there, in order to
make advantage of its- ports; and that of all the
ground of the ancient city, they included only fo much
of it as was then neceflfary to them, for their defence,
and for the fecurity of their commerce. ,

ArTeR having made the tour of the ancient city,
it is proper to fee what is contained within its inclofure;
where we find {carce any thing at prefent but ruins and
rubbifh, excepting a very {mall number of moiques,
churches, gardens, and fome cifterns, which may be
confidered as entire, fince they are flill tolerably well
kept up, in order to furnith water to the new city.

We know fo well at prefent the obelifk of Crzo-
PATRA, and its fituation, that it is commodious to fet
out from-thence, in order to proceed to obferve the

Churches of St. Mark and St. CatHarine, which
- al't
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are neareft to it. ‘Thefe two Churches belong to the
Chriftians, and are at prefent ferved by Greek prielts,
and by Coptic priefts. In other refpeéls, they re-
femble each other fo much, that one fingle defcription
will fuffice for both. They have nothing which. claims
our regard but the name of church which they bear ;
and they are fo dark, fo dirty, and fo full of lamps,
that one fhould take them rather for pagodes, than
for temples, where the true Gob is adored.

TuaT of St. Mark has nothing particular but an
old chair of wood, which they pafs off, if I remember
well, for that of the Evangelift, whofe name the
church bears, I do not however afcertain the fatt,
becaufe I did not take notice of it fufficiently, to re-
collett it with certainty ®. That which 1 can warrant
is, that the holy Evangelift is infinitely better lodged
in his church at Venice, than in that of Alexandria,

In the Church of St. CaTaarINE, they fhew, with
great veneration, a piece of a column, upon which
they pretend that this faint had her head cut off; and
fome red fpots they thew you, which, they fay, are
drops of her blood. .

In the neighbourhood of this church one meets with
the bank of St. CaruarinNg, which is a little hill
formed out of the ruins of the town. There is allo
another of the fame kind and of the fame bignefs.
Both have been dug up and turned fo often, that they
are properly nothing but a heap of duft. In order to
find there any thing, -you muft go after rain ; the run-
ning of the water leaves ther bare fome graven ftones,
or other little things, which have efcaped the view of
thofe that have raked into them before, or which have
been rejelted, as little worthy of their attention. The
Saracens have afted in the fame manner here, as the

e

¢ 'Tug word pagode is ufed for an idolatrous temple, as well
as for the idol itfelf.

. © Dr. Pococke mentions it lilgewifé as the patriarchal chair.
| Goths
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Goths and Vandals at Rome. They have picked out
the ftone from the ring with a fharp pointed iron ;
have taken the gold, and thrown away the ftone,
which one finds commonly damaged by this violence.
It is rare to difcover there at prefent any thing curious.
I have feen an infinite number of thefe ftones; I have
even purchafed fome, without being able to fay, that
I have acquired fo much as one that is well cut,

Berork I got out of the town, I caft my eye upon
fome fhafts of columns of granite marble, which are’
ftill ftanding, here and there, upon the road that leads
to the gate of Rofetto. There may be about half a
dozen of them; but they inform us nothing, except
that all this long ftreet muft have had, on each fide,
porticos for walking, near the houfes, under fhelter.
What remains of them gives one reafon to judge, that’
they were all of the fame bignefs ; but it is not {o eafy
to decide, whether they were of any order of archi-
teCture, or made in the Egyptian tafte. They are
funk éne third into the ground; and have all loft their
capitals. ‘They have their furface fmooth, and the cir-
cumference larger towards the bottom than towards
the top. This is all that I have remarked in them;
but it is not enough to found any reafonable con-
je€ture. However, I could not avoid {peaking of
them, becaufe they have certainly a right to hold a
place amongft the antiquities, which fubfift at Ale-
xandria,

ArTER having purfued the road, which leads to
the gate of Rofetto, I paffed that gate, to go to the
fine column, commonly called the column of Pom-
pey. It is placed upon an eminence, from whence
we have two beautiful views ; the one looking upon
Alexandria; the other upon the flat country, that ex-
tends itfelf along the Nile, and that fuirounds the ca-
lith, or canal, dug beyond the gate of Rofetto, for
conveying the water of the Nile to Alexandria. But
I thall fpeak more of this canal hereafter: let us con-

fine
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" fine ourfelves at prefent to the column of Pompey.
Prate IIL - |

Tuis column fhould not be ftyled, propetly fpeak-
ing, an Egyptian monument, tho’ the materials, of
which it is made, have 'been drawn from the quar-
ries of that country. 1It'is apparently the greateft and
the moft magnificent column that the Corinthian otder
has produced. “If the reader will caft his ¢yes upon
the defign that I give of'it, there will remain for e
very little to fay concerning this fuperb monumeht.
Every one is able to judge of it himfelf; efpecially
when I fhall mention; that the. fhaft is of one fingle
* piece of granite marble 3 that the capital is.of another
piece of marble ; and the pedeftal of a greyith ftone,
refembling the flint ttorle, for the hardnefs and grain,
With regard to the dimenfions, they are marked upon
the plate, which gives the defign of this columnf,

-
r

£ The dimenfions of this pillar not being giwen wpon ibe plade, Iﬁa.fl,
Jupply them from Dr: PocockE. ST
“ Tug pillar, commonly called Pomrey’s pillar, is fituated on
a fmall height, about a quarter of a mile to the fouth of the walls,
and may be {ippofed to have been erefied after STraBo’s time, as
he makes no mention of fuch an extraordinary monument: [t
might be fet-up either in honoor of T'1rvus, or Abr1aN, who were
ini Egypt. Near it arefome fragments of granite pillars, four feet
diameter ; and it’appears plainly, from many old foundations, that
there has been fome magnificent building there, in the area of
which, it is probable, this pillar was erefted ; and fome Arabian
hiftorians (on what authority I know not) call it the palace of
Jurivs C&sar. This famous pillar is of red granite, Befides
the foundation, it confifis of three ftones; the capital, which is
judged to be about eight or nine feet deep, is of the Corinthian
order, the leaves being perfelly plain, and not the leaft indented,
' and feem to be the plain laurel or bay leaf. Some failors have
 found means to get to the top, which has a hole in it, from which
itis judged that there was a ftatue fixed on the top of the pillar;
the thaft of the pillar, taking in the upper torus of the bafe, is of
one ftone, the remainder of the bafe and pedeftal of another, and
all is raifed on a foundation builc of feveral ftonés, in the.nature of
two plinths, of two teer of flone, the lower fotting out: four inches
beyond the upper, as that {ets out a-foot beyond the plinth that is
over it, This foundation is four feet nine inches high,. and the

WiTH
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Wit regard to the foundation on which the pe-
deftal and the column reft, itis open on one fide. An
Arab, it is. {faid, having dug under this foundation,
placed there a box of gun-powder, in order to blow
up the column and to~ make “himfelf mafter of the
treafures, which he imagined to be buried underneath.
Unhappily for him, ke was not a-good miner. His
enterprife mifcarried, The;mine blew up, and dif-

—— l —

pedeftal, and part of the bafg,” which is of one ftone, are twelve
feet and a half high. I found the whole height, by the thadow, to
be one hundred and fourtzen feet, which agrees pretty nearly with
the account fome authors have given; fo that taking out the above
mealures, and half a foot for the uppér torus, the height of the
fhaft is eighty cight feet nine.inches, . that is, about ten diameters
of the column, for I found the diameter of it to be about nine feet ;
the die of the pedeftal is twelve feet two inches {qiare, and the
plinth is two feet wider. [ obferved the fwell in the pillar, and
that it leans a little to the fouth’weft. i The pillar is well preferved,
except that it has fcaled away a yery little to the fouth, and more
to the north eaft; the face of}f the foundation is reprefented in the
draught of the pillar; a3-it is to.the weft: fouth weft, where fome
of the ftones have been taken away, fo:ds to fhew the middle flone,
which has been fo much talked of, as'if the pillar refted on that
.alone ; whereas the work remains all'yoind, on which the pillar
is raifed ; and yet it is indeed probable that the main weight of the
pillar does reft on this ftone} which on that fide is about four feet
wide, and appeared to me to be 2 mixture of alabafter, and flints
of a great variety of colours, - and ha$ hieroglyphics on it. When
I returried a fecond time-to Alexandria, this part was repaired in
{uch 2 manner, that the lower plinth is made a feat for people to
fit on; and fo it is no more to be feen in its ancient flate,” vol, i,
. 8. - :
P Dr. Suaw obferves, ¢ That the foliage of the capital is
badly executed, A great-part of the foundation, which is made
up of feveral different pieces of ftone and marble, hath been re-
moved, in expeftation, as may be fuppoied, of finding a treafure.
At prefent therefore the whole fabrick {eems to reft intirely upon a
block of white marble, fearce two yards {quare, which, upon be-
ing touched with a key, gives a found like-a bell. Some of the
broken pieces of marble are, infcribed with hieroglyphics; a cir-
cumftance which may induce us to fufped, that this pillar was not
crefted by the Egyptians, but by the Greeks or Romans; nay,
later perhaps than Strapo, who, otherwife, it may be prefumed,

would not have omitted the defcription of it.”" p. 338.
I ranged
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- ranged only four ftones, which made part of the foun-
- datton, of which the three other fides remained intire,
‘The only good, which refulted from it, was, that the
curious were afterwards able to fee what ftones had
been employed in this foundation. I ‘have obferved
there a-piece of avhite oriental marble, quite full of
hieroglyphics, fo well preferved, that it has been eafy
for me to draw them exaltly. -Another large piece,
which is removed from its place, and which, notwith-
ftanding, lies bare, is ‘of Sicilian. marble, yellowith
and. fpotted with red: This has equally its hierogly-
phics, but fo damaged, that I have not been able to
draw any thing from it. - A piece of a little column
had likewife ferved :for this foundation, as well as
fome other pieces of marble, that have nothing re-
markable. - | )

- I'uave already faid, that the damage has been
only on one fide. That which has been taken away
of the foundation leaves at moft-a void of three feet,
underneath the pedeftal ; and the middle, as well as
the three other fides, continug in their original {folidity.
PavrL Lucas, however, who lias not been content
with giving us a drawing that is not exact of this co-
lumn, reprefents it to us as refting only upon a fin-
gle ftone in the middle. In the main one may pafs
over this fault,"as well as fo many others; but thata
conful general 8, who has refided {ixteen years at Cai-
~ 10, who pretends to have feen better than any other tra-
veller, and who has been longenough at Alexandria,
to be able to examine this column, fhould have con:
tented himfelf with copying the drawing that he found
in PavL Lucas, s amatter inconceivable, Perhaps
- 'he had reafons of policy for acting in this manner,
He formed the proje@ of trandporting this column to
Francey and reprefenting it as refting only upon a
fingle ftone, it appeared {o much the more eafy to re-

il e .

¢ Monfieur Ds Marier,
- move,
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move, and to put on board a veflel. I will own, how-
ever, that what they fay of it, both the one and tha\
other, is mare exact than the drawing which they give.

AFTER having confidered the column of Pompry,
and the other objeéts of which I have made miention,
nothing offers itfelf to the fight but an open, country..
I am told, however, that there are {p the neighbour-
hood catacombs, andthat a quarter of a. league’s tra~ -
velling brings us-thither, ‘That was enough to engage .
me to- take this journey. ~We artived very foon at the
place defigned ; we entered; and found a Jong fub °
terraneous walk, which has nothing pasticuliz. R
refembles, for its breadth, the catacombs of Naples:
It was not worth our while to.ftop here any loriger 8,
We took therefore the rout of the califch, or-canal of
CrzopaTra, which furnifhes frefh water to Ale-
xandria, throughout the whele year. o

Urov our defcending the hill, we entered into a
plain, quite covered with- bufhes that 'bear nothing but
-capers ; and advanciag further, we got into a wood,
or foreft of dafe trees. Their fruitfuinefs thews, that
they receive benefit from the neighbourhood of the ca~
lifch, whofe waters are carried to them by fome water-
ing canals, that are made by art between the trees,
We crofled this wood, and came at length to the
calich, - ‘ - |

Tue borders of this canal are covered with differept”
forts of trees, and peopled by divers flying-camps of
Bedouins, or wandering Arabs,- They are there to

~ 8 Dr, Pococke obferves, ¢ That to the weft, beyond the
canal of Canopus, and near a theik’s burial place, are fome ca-
tacombs ; they confift of feveral apartments cut in the rock, on
each fide of an open gallerg: on both fides of thefe apartmwents
are three ftories of heles, big ehough to depofit the bodies in,—
‘The moft extraordinary catacombs are towards the further end,
and may be reckoned amongft the fineft that have been difcovered,;
being beautiful rooms cut out of a rock, and viches in many of
them, fo as to depofite the bodies in, adorned with a fort of doric
pilallers on each fide.,” vol. i, p. 9. '

C feed
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feed their focks, by which they maintain themfelves
in food, but live in other refpe@s in great poverty.
‘They would be very glad of being more at their eafe;
and I have not forgot, thatone day, asl went out
carly at the gate of Rofetto, twenty of them had a
great delite to rob me; and they would have put.their
defign into execution, if a janiffary, that attended me,
had not hindered them. ‘Thefe Arabs refemble fwal-
lows; as long as they enjoy, in-one place, fine wea-
ther and abundance, they continue there 3 but as foon
as a fcarcity of provifions comss, they change their ha-
bitation, and go to feek more fertile places, Itis to
thefe changes of abode, as well as to their poverty,
that they owe the liberty they enjoy.- It would be very
difficult for them to preferve that liberty, if they had
more fubftance than they have. | |
 THE califch, as hiftory informs us, Wwas made to fa-
ailitate commerce, .and to carry goods from Cairo-to
Alexandria, without expofing them to pafs the Bogas,
or mouth of the Nile, becaufe they would run 2 rifk
of being loft. They found by it likewife another ad~
vantage in this, that the city of Alexandria, being
deftitute of frefh water, might be abundantly pro-
yided with it, by means of this canal, At prefent, it
is not in a condition to anfwer all thefe purpofes : Be-
ing merely an hollow in the ground, without being
fupported By dny lining of ftone work, .it has by de-~
‘grees been filled up. The decay of commerce, and.
the ruin of the country, no longer permit the inhabi-
tants to furnifh the expence, that would be requifite
. every year, to keep this canal in the neceffary repairs.
It refembles at prefent a ditch ill kept up ; and there
runs in it {carce water enough to {upply the refervoirs
for the confumption of the new Alexandria. I paffed it
without being wet-fhod in the month of June, There
1s however one place in it lined with walls ; it is where

the aqueduct begins, which you can trace the whole-
| leagth
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fehgth of the plain, and even quite to Alexandria.
For though it be under ground, the vent holes that
it has, at certain diftances, fhew fufficiently the rout
that it takes, in order to difcharge itfelf into the re-
fervoirs or cifterns, which are found only in what we
have obferved to be the ancient city. At the time
when that city fubfifted, all the ground that it oc-
cupied was mdde hollow for refervoirs, the greateft
part of which are at prefent filled up. There remain
of them rio Miore than half 3 dozen ;- and indeed they
are not well taken care of, - ‘ .

t would be fuperfluous to undertake to give here
the defcription of one of thefe refervoirs b, I thall only
advertife one thing, which is, that all the arches 4p-
pear to be made of bricks, and covered with a matter
impenetrable by water. This matter is precifely the
fame as that with which the walls -and refervoirs are
covered, that one fees at Baiz and at Rome, in the -
baths of divers Emperors,  » o

THE greateft part of the columns, that fupport the
arches of thefe refervoirs, are of different forts, and
moft of them in a Gothic tafte, or rather in 4 Saracen.
It is not conceivable, that they have been placed in
fuch a manner from- the beginning, An entire de--
ftruction has occafioned, without doubt, that fome.
have taken thie places of others. They have repaired the
refervoirs that were the leaft ruined, and for that pur-

[

b« The canal of Canopus comes to the walls near Pomrey's
pillar, having run to the weft of it: it has a paflage under the
wails, and from that part a foflee has been cut along the outfide
of the walls to the fea; but the water is not-only conveyed to the
cilterns from the canal, as it there enters the city, buit alfo before,
from {everal parts of the canal, by paflages under ground to the
higher parts of the city. There are entrances down to thefe pafs
{ages in feveral parts, in order to clean them : the cifterns alfo muf
be cleanfed ; and the defcent down to them is by round wells, in
which there are holes on each fide, at about two feet diftance, to
put the feet in to defcend by; they draw up the water by a wind-
lafs, and carry it in leather bags on camels to the houfes,” p. 6.

C 2 pofe
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‘pofe would make ufe of what coft the leaft to employ
in the work. We may judge from thence in what
manner the refl muft have been treared. |

Or all the refervoirs, which are made ufe of at pre-
fent, that which is near the gate of Rofetto preferves
the longeft its water, probably becaufe it lies lower
than thereft,  'When any of thefe are empty, they -
take care to clean them againft the time of the increafs
of the Nile ; for it muft be obferved, that thefe refer-
voirs cannot empty themfelves. They are made to
receive water and to retain it, and not to let it run off,
They are emptied by means of pumps with chains, or
ropes of pitchers; .and when they would convey water
- to the new town, they fill bags of goat fkins with
water, and load the backs of camels or affes. “The
neceflity they are under of emptying, by dint of la-
bour, thefe refervoirs, thews the reafon, why they
have filled up fo great a number of them. The con- -
famption not being fo great in. the new town, as it
was in the ancient, the water would have become cor-
supted, and would have infallibly caufed difeafes by
its noxious {fmell. Befides that there was no way of
fupporting the expence, which would have been ne-
eeflary to cleanfe them every year ; if they had ftop-
ped up the canals of the aquedudt, that convey the
water, they would have been in da.nger of making a
general fink, In fine, they remedied another incon-
venience ; the greateft part of the refervoirs being half
ruined, 1twas better to fill them up, than to be ex-
pofed to the accidents, that the keeping of them up
might have occafioned, from day today. This isall
that I am able to fay, concerning the refervoirs of A-
lexandria. ‘The defigns, and the meafures with which
they are accompanied, will give the reader a compleat
idea of them, .

THERE remains nothing elfe to obferve in the in-
clofure of the ancient Alexandria, but the gate of

Rofetto, and another gate, through which ymt{ go
- | torn
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from the old town to enter into the new, after having
gone acrofs the great {quare of the former: Thefe two
gates are built in the fame tafte with the reft of the in-
clofure. That of Rofetto has fome dictle towers at
each angle ; the other, which is near a great baftion,
has but a plain opening in the wall, The folding
doors of the gate are of wood, and are covered with
plates of iron, extremely rufted. o -

As it is better to finith 3ll we have to {3y concern-
ing thie antiques, before we pafs to the modern, it
is proper to take a turntowards the old port, on the
border of which we thall find remains of antiquity, be-
longing to the ancient Alexandria, or at leaft to its
fuburbs, = | -

Tur old éaor-t, otherwife called the port of Aftica,
has on one fide the Great Pharillon, which defends .t,
as it makes likewife the defence of the new port. Op-
pofite the Great Pharillon, and upon the neck of land
which forms the dld port, there is:another little cattle,
for the fecurity of the fame port on that fide; and in
front a part of the new town joins itfelf to the old.
It is from this’ fPlacf: ‘we fet out, to go and examine
fome remains of antjquity, which confift of fepulchral
grots, fubterrangous .temples, little harbours, or
baths, {J. -

THEe fepulchral grotsbegin from the place, where
the ruins of the old city terminate, and they run to a
great diftance along the border’of the fea. They are
all dug in the rock; fometimes one over another,
fometimes one afide of another, according as the fitu-
ationof the ground has permitted.. - Avarice, or the
hope of finding fomething there, has caufed them all
to be opened. Thave not feen 3 fingle one fhut up;
and have abfolutely found nothing within them. It
is eafy to judge, by their thape, and by their great
number, of the ufe, for which they were defigned.
We may fay, that in general they have only a' fuffi-
¢cient breadth to contai% two dead bodies, one lyigg

3 Y
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by another. Their length exceeds but very little that
of a man; and they have more or lefs height, ac.
cording to the difpofition of the rock, The greateft
part have been opened by violence; and that which
remains of them intire is not ornaimented either with

¥

feulpture or painting,
WaaT we have mentioned is too barren a fpot, to |
continue there any longer. It is better to caft our
eyes on thofe little hollow places of the thore, which
they made ufe of for agreeable retreats; where they
diverted themiclves with enjoying the cool air; and
from whence, without being feen, but when they
chofe it, they faw every thing that pafied in the port?,

e

i As Howmzr travelled into Egypt, it is highly probable that he
$ook the idea of ProTgvus’s cave from thefe retirements in rocks,
which he faw; gnd that gli his images were drawn from natyral

views.
"Hipog 8" 4ih®- pbgor doarts dppiCibiver,
- THu®e dp’ i ahs dor yigwr d2i@ mpadi,
Iy doro ZeQugosqy pahaim Qeixl xaAIPDsic,
"Ex & iNly xorpue?) owd oatons yaapvgeivw.. Odyf. 1. iv. v. 4oo,
Inftead of which Mr. Porg reprefents ProTEvs as Jafking on
the fhore, '
¢ When thro’ the zone of heav’n the mounted fun -
.¢¢ Fath journey’d half, and half rémains to run,
“ The feer, while Zephyrs curl the fwelling deep,
““ Bafks on the breexy fhore, in grateful fleep,
“ His oozy limbs,” - '
‘Which grofs ervor in My Pops is thg more to be wondered at,
fince Virair might have led him into the true meaning, by hav-
ing given an account of PRoTEvs, which he copied from Homar ;

Ipfa ego te, medios cum Sol accenderit zftus,
um fitiunt herba, et pecori jam gratior umbra ef,

in Jecreta fenis ducam, quo feffus ab undis
Se recepit 4 | Georgic, L. iv. ver. 4o1.

ER Pecsingens
Exefi latere in piontis, quo plurima vento
Cogitur, inque finus {cindit fole unda reduos. ver, 418.

* I will myfelf condué to thee on thy way,
2t When next the fouthing Sun inflames the day:
Some
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Some rocks, that jut out, furnithed a charming fitu-
ation; and natural grottos, which thofe rocks had
made, gave the opportunity of forming there, with
the afliffance of the chifel, real places of pleafure. In
effect, we find entire apartments made in this manners
and benches, contrived in the rock, afford feats where
you may be fecured from the wet ; and where you may
bathe in the water of the fea, which occupies all the
bottom of the grotto. On the outfide, they had lictle
harbours, at which they arrived in boats, that were
there {heltered from all {orts of winds. If they would
enjoy the view of the port, they eafily found upon
‘the rock, without the grotto, fome place that was
fhaded from the heat of the fun,  All thefe agreeable
retreats, which are in great number, have however
no other ornament. The places, where the chiffe]
has paflfed, are fmooth; but the reft has the natura}
fhape of the rock.

A thirty or forty paces from the border of the fea,
and oppofite the point of the peninfula, which forms
the port, we find a fubterraneous monument, to which
they commonly give the name, of a temple. The
only entrance is by a little opening, upon the defcent
of the eminence which makes the boundary of the
port on that fide. 'We entered it, lighted by flam-
beaux, and we were obliged to walk ftooping in a
very low paflage, which, at the end of twenty paces,
introduced us into a hall, pretty large and {quare.
The top is a fmooth cieling, and the four fides and
the bottom are full of fang, as well as of the ex-
crements of bags, and other animals that retreat
thither.” - ' | ~ .

¢ When the dry herbage thirfls for dews in vain, -
¢ And fheep in fhades, avoid the parching plain.

¢ Then will I lead thee to his fecret feat ; _-
“ When weary with his toil,' and {corch’d with heat,

*# The wayward feer frequents his cool retreat.” 5
KYDEN,

C4 We
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We are not yet, properly ipeaking, arrived at the
temple. As foon as we have paflfed another alley,
we meet with fomething more beautiful. We find
a fouterrain-of a round figure, the top of which is
cut in form of an arch; it has four gates, one oppo-
fite to another; each of which is adorned with an
architrave, a cornifh, and a pediment with a crefeent
on the top. One of thefe gates ferves for an entrance;
the others form each a kind of niche, much lower
than the fouterrain, and which contains only a cheft,
faved out of the rock in hollowing -in it, and fuf-
ficlently large to contain a dead body.

Tu1s defcription, as well as the plan and the fec-
tion of the fouterrain, will enable the reader to judge,
that what is given out, in the country, for a tem-
ple, muft have been the tomb of fome great lord,
or ‘perhaps ‘even of a king, However, as there s
neither infeription nor fculpture, that-can let-us’know
to what ‘purpolfe this edifice has ferved, I leave it to
‘every one to allign the ufe for which it was deftined.
'Y thall only remark, that the galery, which conti-
nues beyond ‘this pretended temple, feems to thew,
that there are further on other edifices of this -na-
‘ture. The common opinion likewife is, that there
are, in -the neighbourhood, other like fouterrains,
but they are not known: probably becaufe ‘the-en-
trance into them is fo 'wclmo{'edi that it could:ne-
ver be difcovered ; or becaufe, dfter having opened
them, they have been fo neglefted, that the hole
has been ftopped up by the fand ; and the fame-thing
will happen, according to all appearance; -to ‘that,
of which I have been fpeaking, fince the entranee:be-
comes daily fmaller, andthe allgy lower. T think myfelf
happy, however, in having feen enough of it, to give
‘g juit idea, and to preferve the memory of it.

In mounting up the fame rock, one meets with great
fofies, of which ‘they know not either the deftination,
. @ the time in which they were dug. They are cut

per
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perpendicularly from the furface downwards, and
may Have forty feet of  depth wpon fifty of length,
and twenty of breadth, Their fides are very even;
but the bottom is fo filled with fand, that one can
fcarce difcover the'wpper part of 4 canal, which muft,
one would think; have led to fome {ubterrancous
place. It is wel-knewn, without my mentioning
it, that it is not in the power of a traveller to get
fuch places cleanfed, in order to fatisfy -his -outie-
fity.- Whoever knows 'the country, -cannot require
of us fo hazardous an attempt; and 'thofe who,
_ without having feen any thing, imagire that we may
do-every thing that feems prafticable to them, need
only travel in Egypt, to be convinced, that it is
more eafy to judge than to 4 as ene would. -
We thould now pafs to the -defcription of the
new -Alexandriay ‘but before 1 quit ¢he ancient,"1
have ftill many things to fay, and refle€tions tomake,
with cegard to it. It is not fufficientto have rnade
the tour of -this -ancient-city, ‘t¢ ‘have gene eut of
1ts -inclofure ‘to fee -the column-of Pompry, to’have
entered into ‘the catacombs, which are in the:neigh~
bourhood, ‘to thave feen the candl of CrLzoraTKa,
to have gone ‘ovér -the borders of the-old port, -and
the adjoining ground, which had appeared-to deferve
. our -examination there ‘is always fomething omitted -
upon ‘fuch eccafions, and femetimes we leave 'too
much'to-be fupplied by rthe imagination. It -weuld
feem, for-example, in reading the -defcription, that
1 have given of -the -inclofure of the.sld divy, that
one may-trace it all round, -without finding any'in-
terruption. . It ‘is "however certain, that -there are
fpaces,” ‘where there - remain -neither '‘bulwatks, nor
walls. To have a juft idea of the eondition-of the
ground, which was occapied by the anéient. &iz,
there is fomething ¢lfe to be-abferved befides -the
antiquities, which fibfift. The modern edifiees: thieni-
‘Rlves, the bank: of St. CaThaRiNg, 8pd-the néigh-
| | bouring
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~ bouring plain of the obelifk, together with the .anti.
quities, do not fill entirely the whole {pace, Itis pro-
per to add, that the reft differs fcarce at all from the
foil, which is near the obelifk ; that the whole has
been turned up and raked into; that what was valu-
able has been carried away; and that if there ig yet
any thing, which is worth the labour, it muft be
fearched for very deep in the earth, or in the refervpirs.
that have been choaked up. | e
- O the other hand, fome queftions naturally prefent
themfelves, that deferve an anfwer : “ From whencedid
they draw, will it be faid, that enormous quantity of
marble and of granite, which were .employed in the
building of the firft Alexandria; and what is become
of it all, fince the deftruction of that great.city 2" If [
do not undertake to give a pofitive anfwer to thefe en-
quiries, Ifhall venture at leaft conjectures, which may
carry fome fhew of reafon with them. -

Eviry one, I believe, will agree with me, that
it would have been abfurd to-have fetched from a dif~
tance, what they had, in fome meafure, ready to their
hands; and that if they had attempted it, they would
never have been able to carry this city to that heighe
of magnificence, wherein it was feen even from its
firft foundation, or 3 little time after, under the Pro-
veMiEs. It is therefore natural to fuppofe, that the
firft Alexandria derived its greateft luftre from the de-
ftruétion of Mempbhis; and this reafon is fo much the
more probable, as there is abfolutely requifite a place
for conveying the ruins of that great city, of which
there have remained fcarce any the flighteft foot-fteps,
capable of marking out the place where it was, Itis
neceffary, however, to remove fome objetions that
offer themfelves, - | ‘

It will be faid, Thatit is not concejvable, that
ALEXANDER, {0 generous a warrior, thould have
been inclined to delgiay a city fo magnificent as Mem-

phis, in order to build another with his own name.
Neither
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Neither is it what I mean. I would not load the me-
mory of ALEXANDER more than that of the Popes,
who have made no dificulty of permitting the de-
ftruction of a part of the antiquities of Rome, in or-
der to build: fuperb palaces for their own families,

Mewmpuss, they will add, without doubt, fubfifted
ftill in the time of ALExanDpER, and under the Pro-
rEmies. Iagree itdid. But in what manner did it
fubfift ? Prefty much as the ancient Alexandriz fub-
fifts in our time 3 or at the moft, as it fubfifted in the"
time of the Saracens. Is it in reality to be believed,
that the Perfians have thewn more favour to Memphis,
than to the othér cities of Egypt ! Would thofe, who
exterminated the gods, have fpared the temples?
When ALexanDpER entered into Egypt, was not the
{plendor of religion eclipfed in- Memphis ? The prin-
cipal priefts had retired into defarts, and Campyses
had carried away the idols, "We may conceive from
thence, the condition of the teinples, that were no
longer frequented, that were abhorred by the Perfians,.
and that they employed to the vileft of ufes. In this
cafe, ALExanDER and his fucceflors might very well
take from them, without being facrilegious, and with-
out drawing on themfelves the hatred of the peaple,
who muft fee, even with pleafure, that the materials
of their ruined temples were employed in edifices,
where the worthip ofi? their ancient gods would be te-
eftablithed.

Tuis great objection being thus removed, we have
only to examine how they were able to tranfport that
immenfe quantity of materials. But did not the Nile,
and the canal of CrropaTra4, afford very eafy con-
veyances ! It will be faid, Was the canal there atthat
time ? Thereis do doubt of it. They could not form
the proje& of building 2 town in fuch a place, with-
out thinking at firft of acanal. The place was un-
provided of freth water, and there was no means of-

procuripg it any, but by deriving it from the Nile,
o | beyond
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beyond the Rofetto, where the canal commesncess for
the water of that river, mixed with the water of the
fea, atits mouth, is not drinkable ; and to go and
fetch it by fea would have required at leaft two days
voyage; -one for the going, the other for seturning;
Belides, there was no sneans of meking ufe .of great
flat-bottom veflels, capable of containing a great deal
of water ; becaufe they would not have been praper to
pafs the fea 5 and, on the other hand, . lefs weffals, that
would hawe drawn more water, would not have found
fufficient depth at the mouth of the Nile, There was
then an abfolute neceffity of beginning by the canal,
snd this.canal muft be navigable ;";%f if they had
me‘x;?ly in view to furnifh the town with water, -.th(z
would .have been content with making an aquedur
ef ftone work., But ithey.dug a canal; and -at this
canal commenced.the aqueduct, which .carvied water
to:the town ; whilft the canal dtfelf took its rout to-
wards the fea, where-itemptied itlelf in.the neighbour-
hood of Alexandria, The name .of CrroPaTRa,
which it preferves ftill at prefent, is not a reafon for
confining outfélves, with regard to the. time .when -it
was firft dug. A repaif, made by a queen fo:ifamous,
‘fome diverfion that fhe might have taken there, ora
feaft that the had given, might eafily:have.occafioned
that name. ¥owever, the neceflity of acanal being
tcontettible, it is for me.a certain guide ; and I ad-
here to that, without troubling myfelf to.fearch for
other reafons, than thole that hdvefgéen alledged.
HowEvER certain this-proof may appear, yet there
is ftill a.difficulty offers itfelf, capahle .of difranging
our whole fyftem, .if there was no means.of removing
it. How.comes it to pafs, it will-be faid, "if the ruins
of Memphis have ferved for -the:building of .the firft
Alexandria, that we find not, except upon-the obelifk,
and upon the flones, -which form -the foundation of
the column of Pompry, any of the :figures, with
which every column, and every piece of marble,
| brought
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brought from Memphis, muft have been covered, or
adorned ? It is eafily fcen, that I mean hicroglyphics
for it is certain that, excepting thofe of the obelifk,
and of the foundation of the column of Pomrey, we
perceive not any at Alexandria: fome pieces of gra«
nite, broken, and drawn out of the foundations of
fome ancient edifice, are of no weight and confequence
in the affair, - It is certain, thac the ruins that are
found in the fea, over againft the obelifk, and that I
conjectured to have belonged to the palace of Crro~,
PATRA, have no hieroglyphics : the (hafts of pillars,
and the pieces of marble employed in the bulwarks,
have not any neither. It is proper, therefore, to
fearch for fome way of reconciling this contradiétion,
and to give a geod account of the affair, in order to
render our preof acceptable ; this is what I thall at-
rempt to execute, . - |

At the time of ALExanpERr, and under his fuc-
ceflors, the tafte of Egyptian architeéture was no lon-
ger in vogue. Greece, though the had drawn from
Egypt the firft principles of that art, had fubitituted
there an architeCture much more light, and adorned
in a quite different manner. The Greeks, not hav-
ing the immenfe riches of the Egyptians, nor, like
them, abundance of materials, nor multitudes of
workmen, renounced that folid architeCture. They
even confidered it afterwards as defeftive, and pro-
ducing stothing but heavy piles of building, and with-
out tafte. They fixed rules for the different orders
of architeéture, and they carried them fo far, that they
came even to think themfelves the firft inventors of
that art,” '

ALEXANDER, imbued inhis youth with the principles
of his country, diftained to adopt thofe of a kingdom
he had fubduedy and befides, it would not have re-
dounded to his honour to raife there buildings which
would have been inferior to the leaft of thofe, that

had been preferved in the country. It will thercfeg:
A | .
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be eafily admitted, that all the temples and all the
alaces, which this prince or his fucceflors raifed, were
built in the tafte, and according to the rules of Greece.
The matetials, which they took from the ruins of
Memphis, could not be employed, without being
fathioned a-new, according to the order of that archi-
teCture, ‘'This order was extremely light in compari-
fon of the other: thus there was a great deal to take
away. ‘They refpefted not hieroglyphics, of which:
they had no longer any knowledge. The Greeks:
loo{ed on them even with envy, becaufe they con-
tained the myfteries of religion, and of thofe arts, of
which they iretended to be. the fole inventors. Let
us not then be furprized, if we find no hieroglyphics
n'marbles, that are taken out of the ruins of A~
lexandria. It was not likely that there fhould be any
on them, If the rules of the new architeGure did-not
require thofe hieroglyphics to be taken away, yet ftill
they would have effaced them, that they might not
have appeared in edifices, with which they had no.con-
nexion, What -an indecency, for example, would it
have been, to have employed 2 column, covered with
hieroglyphics, together with a column. of the corin-
thian order ? B
Wz fhould properly confider the ruins of Memphis
only as a rough quarry, from whence they drew ftones,
in order to cut them into a fuitable fathion, It would
have been impoffible to collect together all the pieces
in fuch a manner, that they could have ferved for
edifices, like thofe wherein they had been employed.
As foon as one fuppofes, that thofe edifices were in
ruins, onemuft expelt in them nothing that is intire ;
and there would have been likewife an impoffibility of
re-eftablithing what was wanting. Reafons of am-
bition and of jealoufy, as we have obferved, oppofed
any fuch attempt ; and we cannot be ignorant of the
obftruction that a natural caufe occafioned, fince, in

the time of ALEXANDER, they were become as igno-
rant
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rant in the knowledge of hieroglyphics, as we are ar
prefent,

I micurT enlarge further on this fubject ; but I per-
fuade myfelf, that the reafons, I have juft given, are
convincing, I content myfelf therefore with remark-
ing only, that the pieces of marble, covered with hie-
roglyphics, which are found at che foundation of Pom-
PEY’s colutnn, prove, -that in fact they have brought
fome from Memphis ; and that they were unwilling
to make ufe- of them, without altering them, unlefs-
in places where they thought them for ever coneealed
from the eyes of {peftators, '
~ THERE remains only oné point to examine. What
is become, will it be faid, of that great quantity of
ruins, that the general deftruction of fo great a city as
Alexandria muft have occafioned ? I anfwer, that, as
far as I have been able, I have affigned them fuitable
places in Alexandria itfelf, whefe they muft be deeply
buried under ground. Let the reader confider, how
much the ancient pavement of Rome has been raifed,
on account of the facking and ruin of that ancient ca-
pital of the world, and he will be eafily perfuaded,
that the fame thing has happened to Alexandriak.
Moreover, is it not certain that, at all times, they
have tranfported into Europe a great number of thefe
ruins ? they continuve to do it in like manner every
day ; and at the time I was there, I have feen large
pieces " of columns, and other remains of antiquities,
put on board French vefiels. Indeed, they take away

¥ Mr. Appison, in his remarks on Italy, takes nctice, thae

‘ It is generally obferved, that modern Rome ftands higher than -
the ancient; fome have computed it about fourteen or fifteen
feet, taking one place with another. 1he reafon given for it
is, that the prefent city ftands upon the ruins of the former; and
indeed I have often obferved, that where any confiderable pile
of building ftood anciently, one fill finds a rifing ground, or a
litle kind of hill, doubtlefs made up of the rubbifh of the
ruined edifice." '

in
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in this manner but little at a time 3 but, in fucceffion
of time, it makes a great fum. If Alexandria was
under a government lefs fufpicious and referved, one
might examine things more nearly, and give reafons
perhaps more evident : for want of that, the reader
muft be content with the few obfervations, ‘that it is
poffible to make in fuch a country as this.

- I rEcoLLEcT a thing at prefent, which I ought
not to pafs over in filence, tho’ it be only to let the
reader fee, that I have attended to it. 'That great and
fuperb column, which one feed without the gate of
Rofetto, is called the column of Pompzy 3 but no one,
I helieve, can tell us, from whence that denomination
is derived. 'We know that Czsar thed tears at the
death of that great commander ! but who will tell
us that he had ere®ed for him this magnificent monu-
ment ! The filence of ancient authors upon this point
- is furprizing. I do not undertake, any more than
they, to give the hiftory of it. A man muft be a con-
jurer todoit. I fhall only remark, that as this co-
lumn is of the corinthian order, that feems to fix its
ereftion to the time of the ProLemizs. [ fay its erec-
tion, and not the making of ity for I believe it Egyp-
tian in its origin, and changed afterwards into the
form, in which we fee it at prefent.  An infcription, !
that one difcovers with difficulty upon one of the fides -
of the pedeftal, might, without deubt, give fome Jight
into it; but time has fo little fpared it, that it is net

=) lacrymas non fponte cadentes
- Effudit, gemitufque exprefiit peétore lzto,
Non aliter manifefla putans abfcondere mentis

Gagdia, quam lacrymis. Lucax. 1. ix.

¢ And ftrait the ready tears, that ftay’d till now,

¢ Swift at command with pions femblance flow :

“ As if detefling, from the fight he turns,

“ And groaning, with 2 heart triumphant mouvrns,

¢ He fears his impious thoughts iho:iKl be defcry’d,

** Aund focks in tears the fwolling joy to hide,” R
oWz,

decypher-
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decypherable. A traveller, that had obferved it twenty
years ago, pretends to have been able to diftinguith,
rhat it was written in Greek characters. I reft it upon
his authority. I know only, that the traditions, which
the Arabians have tranfinitted to us ¢of it, are {o fabu-
lous, that it is better to rank them with the tales of
RoranD and his herfe, than to mention them amongft
obfervations and remarks that are ferious,

WuaT I had to fay with regard to ancient Alexan-
dria might be concluded here; but I' forefce, that
fome will afk me about the tomb of ALEXANDER,
about the ferapium, the mufeum, (. and that
others, perhaps, wiil go {o far as to rcquzre me to give
a plan of the quarters s of this ancient city.
~ To give an anfiver to the firft, I fhall fay, that I
informed myflf with care concerning thofe ancient
edifices, and that I made many enquiries, in order to
find out tie places at leaft, where they have been
cre¢ted.  All my care has been ufelefs ; fo thatif 1
have put, in the begmnm" of this work, the mufeum
in the place where the Litcle Pharillon is at prefent, I
have been determined to it by what the Lxx interpre-
ters have faid ™. If however it may be judged more
proper to place it nearer the palace, and to fituate it
between that edifice and the Little Phariilon, I fee no-
thing to'object to it *. I would adwfe, indeed, the
conﬁnmg 11: to the border of the {ea, that is to fay, near
the port, without entering any further into the affair,
and without attempting to place there whole quarters,
as the author ° of the remarks upon Ca&sar’s com-

[ ——

-

% Tue tranflator imagines there is an error in the French
edition, and that it thould be, wwhar bas been faid of tle fecventy in-
derpreters 3 for Justin MarTyYR mentions that he faw in Pharos
the marks of the cells fiil fubfifting. Cobort. ad Grae. pag. 14.

* STrRABO exprefsly fays, * That the mufeum is a part of the
palace, having a walk with feats, and a large building.” 1. xvil,

P 763. _
o] IMAGINE that it muft be do&or CrarxEe whom the auvthor

means in this place, and I muit own, itis pity that {o judicious an
men-
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mentaries, printed in England, has taken it into his
head to do. He has followed the defigns of Parra-
p1o, Who had made ufe of the liberty of painters, gu/d-
libet audendi, a liberty fearce excufable in him; but
which becomes a crime in a {erious author, who makes
8 commentary upon commentaries ; as it ‘only ferves
to amufe the minds of his readers with falfe ideas.
Whoever has been upon the fpot, and has feen the
fituation, cannot forbear remarking the falfity of fuch
a plan, made with a view of clearing up what Czsar
has faid ; but which, on the contrary, {erves only to
miflead thofe, who fhall take it for their guide. I fay
this however without pretending to reflet on the reft
- of the work, which may have its merit. 1 meant only
to fpeak of the plan of Alexandria, '

Tre tomb of ALExaNDER, which, according to .
the report of an author of the fifteenth century, {ub-
fifted ftill in his time, and was refpected by the Sara-
cens, is no longer to be feen; even the tradition of the
people concerning it is entirely loft. 1 have fought,
without fuccefs, ?cii‘ this tomb; I have invain endea-
voured to inform myfelf about it. Such a difcovery
15 perhaps referved for fome other traveller ?.

It is the fame with regard to the ferapium. Its
ruins may lie under fome of the banks, which I have

editor, as doftor Cr. ARKE was ih other refpeéls, Thould have made
vle of fuch modern materials for his prints in that pompous
edition, and negledted the colle®tion of antiques, which he might
have been furnithed with in many particulars,

P Strano fays,  That a part of the ‘palace likewife is what
they call Z3un, fepulchre, which was an inclofed place, in which
were the tombs of the kings, and that of ALexa'xpxr: his bo-
dy was depofited in a goldeh coffin; which being takén away, it
was put into one of glafs.” I am fatisfied that the common reading
in STRABO is falfe, and that it fbould be as 1 have auvritten it; and
tranflared it,  Vid. pag. 794. ed. Par. 1620, =~ ,

Sveronius obferves, * That AucusTus took a view of the
corps of ALexanpER the Great, taken out of its fhrine, and with
the utmoft veneration fcattered flowers over it, and adorned. it with
a golden crowa.” :

| | mentioned.
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mentioned. But I have perceived nothing that could
have belonged to that magnificent temple 9.

To take a plan of the quarters of the ancient city,
was a tafk that exceeded my abilities, There are not
ruins enough ftanding, to affign to each quarter its true
place. I have been obliged to confine myfelf to mark
the fityation of the perts, and leave to every one the
liberty of forming a plan of the quarters, according
to the defcriptions, that the ancients have given us
of them. If my relation and my defigns can be of
any affiftance to them, I fhall be much pleafed at it:
if not, I am content with having performed the duty
of a traveller, who fees, and who writes nothing but
what he has feen.  If I have prefumed to advance my
own fentiments on certain things, I have nat done it
in fo abfolute a manner as not to leave every one the
liberty of thinking as he pleafes: If I have omitted
fome particulars, which have efcaped my enquiries,
fo much the better for thofe who fhall come after me;
they may enrich their relations by my omiffions ; and
if it has happened to me to repeat what was known
already, the reader fhould not be difpleafed with me
for having afcertained faéts by a new teftimony .

— i

9 Srraro mentions, * That the ferapium is fituated in a
very fandy place, infomuch that vaft heaps of fand are raifed by
the winds.””  From this circumflance, Ithink it evident, that the fera-
pium conld not e fituated near the Nile; for *the flime of fo muddy &
- viver awonld neceffarily compall more firmly the fands.

* The author baving omitted to give an account of Rofetto, it may
Mt be uanacceptable to the reader to have the following, from Dr. Po-
COCKE,

“ RosgrTo is on the wefl fide of the branch of the Nile; an-
tiently called Bolbitinum, which HeropoTus fays was made by
art. Thistown is called by the Egyptians Rafchid, and is etteemed
one of the moft pleafant places 1n Egypt; it is near two miles in
length, confilting of about two or three ftreets. Any one that
fees the hills about Rofetto, woald judge that they have been the
- ancient basriers of the {ea, and conclude that the fea had not loft

more ground than the {pace between the hills and the water. The

fine country of Delta, on the other fide of the Nile, and two beau-
D=2 tiful
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tiful iflands a liule below the town, make the profpe& very de.
lightful ; the country to the north is improved with moft pleafant
ardens of oranges, lemons, and citrons, .and almoft all forts of
raits, with the agreeable variety of groves of palm trees, and fmall
lakes in different parts; and when the fields are groen with rice,
-which is much cultivated here, it adds a great beauty to the coun.
try,  Great part of the land of Rofetto belongs to Mecca, and
they havea tradition, that a relation of ManomzT was thers, and
~ lived at a place where they have built 2 mofque towards the north
end of the town, They have alio a notion, that If Mecca were
ta;k_en from them, the devotion of it would be removed to this
ace, _
P ‘Tuey have & great manufa@ory of ftriped and ‘other coarfe
linens ; but the chief bufinels of the place is the carriage of goods
between this town and Cairo; all European merchandizes eing
brought to this place from Alexandria by fea, and loaded on other
boats to be carried to Cairo, as thofe brought from Cairo on the
- Nile, arehere put into large boats to be fent to Alexandrid. - For
this purpofe the Europeans have their vice.confuls and faéors
here to tranfact their bufinefs; and letters are broughe. regularly
from Alexandria by land, to be fent by boats to Cairo, on the days
they fet forwards; but letters of greater confequence, that require
difpatch, aré fent by foot meffengers acrofs the deferts dirediy to
ro, Tho™ Roferto is fo-néar thefes, yet the water is very goad,
~ unlefs when the north wind blows very flrong, or the Nile is at
the Joweft, when the water is a little brackith, It is remarkable
that the Nile does not rife hére above three or four feet, becaufe
ifs banks are low, and the water fpreads itfelf all over the country,
“ .1 saw- in Rofetto two of thofe naked faints, who gre com-
monly natural fools, and are had in great veneration in Egypt;
one was a lufty elderly man, the other a youth about eig%t?
years old. - As the latter went along the ftreets, I obferved -the
people to kifs his hand. I was alfo told, that on Fridays, when
the women go.to the burial places, they frequently fit as the-en-
trance of them 5 and that they not only kifs their hands, but fliew |
them the fame refpet that was paid to-a certain heathen idol; and
feem to expe& the fame kind advantage from it. - -I'myfelf Jaw
- one of thefe faints fitting 4t a mofque-door in thehigh road- with-
out the gatef of Cairo, witha woman on each fidé of him, at the
time when the caravan was going to Mecca, and 2 multitnde of
people were pafling by, who are {0 accoftomed to fuch fights, that
they took no notice of it.
¢ T wenNt sbout two miles north to the caftle of Rofutto, on
the welt fide of the river; itis a fquare building, with round tow-
ers at the corners 3 there are port-holes near the bottom of it: I
obferved about them feveral pieces of yellow marble, many of
which had hieroglyphics on them, and might -be the pieces of

fome broken obelifk.—This callle is built of brick, cafcdﬂwith
) GIiCy
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flone, and is faid to be the work of Kxvck Bey, who lived, as
I am informed, abour three hundred years ago; but I fhould ra-
ther think it was built about the time of the holy wars, and that
this bey might repair it, and. make the port-heles. A little lower
down, on the other fide of the river, is a platform of guns, and
to the eaft of it are {alt lakes, where they collett a greatr quantity

of fale.” _ ..
“ Ar-Rofetto I paid a vifit to Cosmas, the Greek patriarch of

Alexandriz, whofc ufual-refidence is at Cairo. As I was introe
duced by the dragoman, or interpreter from the conful, | had all
the honours done me that are ufual at an eaftern vifit, Firf a
lighted pipe is offered, brought by the fervant o you, then a favcer
of fivect meats is carried about,‘and a little in 2 finall fpoon ziven
to every perfon. . After the coffee. is ferved,. the fervants bring to
every one a bafon of fherbet, with:a handkerchief on the arm for
them to wipe after they have drank ; and when it is tine togo
away, they fprinkle roft water on the hands, with which the gueft
rubs his face; then the incenfe is brought, which he receives lean-
ing the head forward, and holding ont his garment on each fide
to take the.fmoak. This compliment.is paid oniy .where they
would thew a particular regard, and the, mafter makes a fign for
it, when he thinks it is time the vifit thould end, or the gueft of-
fers to go-away§ which is never done when the vifiter 35 mach
fuperior; till -be.makes a motion to go, . In thefe vifits, every
thing is done with the greatelt decency, and moft profoynd filence ;
their flaves 'or fervines are ffanding at the bottom of the room, with
their hands joined beforé them, apd with  the utmoft’ attention
watch evety'.motion of . their mafter, who commands them by
figns,” wvol.i. p. 13, S L

E‘- - :v : - ‘ - _- — ' -‘- -
. NEw ALEXANDRIA.

IT ‘may juftly be faid, that in the new city of
- Alexandria we find a poor orphan, whofe {ole inhe~
rtance ‘has been the venerable name of its father.
The vaft .extent of the ancient city is contradted in
the new, to ‘a little neck of land, between the two
ports, ‘The moft fuperb temples are changed into
plain mofques ; the moft magnificent palaces, into
houfes of a bad ftru@ure ; the royal feat is become 2
Prifon for flaves; an opulent and numerous people

. - D g has
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has given way to a {mall number of foreign traders
and to a multitude of wretches, that are the fervangg
of thofe on whom they depend : a place formerly fo
famous for the extent of its commerce, i3 no longer
any thing more than a mere place of embarking ; i
fine, it is not a pheenix, that revives from its own
afhes, it is at moft a reptile, fprung from the dirt, the
duft, and corruption, with which the Alcoran hag
infected the whole country. |
Tuis is, in general, the portraiture of the Alexan.
dria of our time. It fcarce deferves that we thould
ive a- defcription of it in form. I cannot, however,
g::cline this tafk, which muft be ufeful to the travel-
ler: Asit is the place he firft lands at, he ought to
begin there to accuftom himfelf to the manners of the
country, and learn to bear the contempt of a people,
unpolithed and unaffable to ftrangers; to form to him-
{elf an idea of the inconveniencies and difagreeablenefs,
that he may expelt in gaing farther ; and, in one
word, petform a kind of probationetthip of his travels

Jn Egypt. 1Itis proper, therefore, that he thould be

inftructed in what experiénce has taught thofe; who

have gone before him,
‘THe port is fufficiently known, and the manner

in which it is entered. Ihave mentioned it in the pre.

ceding defcription.  Upon your arrival at the city, you
repair to the cuftom-houfe, where the traveller pays
fome trifle for his baggage. It will be fearched per-
haps, but there is nothing to be feared. They con-

fider not at Alexandria any goods as counterband, with

regard to a traveller, The merchant, to whom he is

recommended, commonly takes the trouble of this,

as well as of furnithing him with lodging and board.
ALy merchandizes, that enter into Egypt by this

- port, pay there a duty, aeco:dine to the tax that the

Grand Seignior has ifnpofed upen his fubjeéys, or ra-
ther according to the tariffs thur he has; fettled with
the powers of Enrope, whoft fubje@s traffic at Alex-

: andria,
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andria, where, for the fake of good order, they main-
tain confuls. The merchants, whofe fovereigns are
not in alliance with the Port, pay at the fame rate as
his own fubjeéts, The bathaw of Cairo, every two
vears, lets out in farm this cultom-houfe, for the pro-
fit of the Grand Seignior. He adjudges it to the beft
bidder, provided that he gives good and fufficient f&-
curity. It commonly falls to the lot of the Jews, be-
caufe they have the art of getting the favour of the
bathaw, either by prefents or by intrigues. They are,
not fubjeét to have many competitors. 'The Turk-
ith merchant does not aim at it, that he might not ap-
pear too rich, and incur the rifques that would follow,
Neither are the Chriftians defirous of concerning them-
felves with it, becaufe they know before-hand, that
the oppreflions they would draw on therhielves, would
foon abforb all the profit of the farm, There are nore
but Jews; therefore, that afpire to it; and they have
fufficient jealoui_‘y atmongft themfelves to outbid one
anothier, and by that means raife the price of the farm.,
TuE reader will imagine, without doubt, that the
Europeais muft have a véry profitable trade, fince,
according to their treaties, they pay always fo much
per cent.’lefs than thofe who are fubjected to the tax
of the Grand Seignior, amongft whom are comprifed
the Jews, both foreigners and natives, as well as the
nations that have nio conful. But he will be unde-
ceived, as foon as he thall know, that zhey can never
fell fo cheap as the Turks and Jews eftablifhed at
Alexandfia, and who have a fufficient fubftance far
carrying on a great ttade. Thefe laft conduct the af-
fair in the following manner. “
As {oon as the cuftom-houfe is farmed out, they
agree with the farmer of the cuftoms to pay him fo
much per cent. of the commodities, that they fhall im-
port, during the whole time of his farming them. By
that means they are at once upon a par with the

Francs, and fometimes they give even lefs than the
D 4 Francs.
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‘Francs, In effe®, the farther knows beéfore-hand,
- that if he does not act in.this manner with them; they
will import but few commodities during thetwo years
of his-farming :. if, on the contrary,. he makes a good
agreement with them, they will take care to fupply
-their magazines, not-only for the time prefent, but
- likewife for the future. It is eafily perceived, that not
-every onie can:act in this manner; fince it is requifite
that the farmer.thould have fome affurarice that there
owill be a .great trade ; and a madn, that is. not rich,
‘eamnotimport-a great quantity of commodities. He
-i8; for this reafon, excluded from this privilege; and
.as he.cannot fell at the current price, and no one will
-give: him more, he continues without bufinefs, is
ruined, and always-poor. - -The contrary-happens to
:the others, they grow. richer-and richer, and get at
Jaft to-eftablith a kind of monopoly, - . ...
. «+. THERE. may. be at Alexandria-a.dozen of thefe Jew
- inerchants, -in .good -circumftances. The others be-
.gin only under them, and.fell by retail, what the rich
-ftnport by wholefale, -‘Thele laft render.¢hemfelves;
-by-this means, . wery. powerful in their nation;-and go-
- vern-it-almoft-as. fovereigns, He that refufes to obey
-them, has no longer any fhare in trade, and confe-
-quently becomes-in a.little ‘time miferable. Hig
~example inducgs. the teft to fubmit themfelves to all
~thatithe dich decide.. Their fentences ate like thofe of
the Judge, “to-whom- the Jews' have but- feldom - re-
" 1ponrde, fince, in all their wants, they-are under a
w ifind-of neceflity of applying themfelves to the rich
*-mepiof their own nation, and of adhering to what they
“pronounce. _ | o S
' . I wave: been led infenfibly by the cuftom-houfe to
+{peak of the Jews : I fhall therefore take this oppor-
-tunity of adding fome other remarks, which coicern
“them.” The moft confiderable amohgft ther aie al-
“moft all foreigners, and natives of Conflantinople,

‘Portugal, or Leghorn, It muft not be imagined,
- how-
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however, that thofe of Alexandria are the heads of the
families. They refide commanly at Leghorn, and ex~
tend from thence their branches to -Alexandria,” to
Cairo, to Aleppo, to .Conftantinople, to . Tunis, -to
Tripoli, “and, in a word, to-all the trafficking towng
of the Mediterranean, efpecially in the Levant, They
have neither particular privileges, norany declared -
protections but they have the artifice to procure it by
their intrigues; They always attach themfelves to the
firongeft, that isto fay, to the - chiefs of the govern-
ment, whe refide at Cairo- It cofts thern fomething °
indeed, butthey make themielves amends for it elfe-
wheres for they turn this. proteftion to fuch adwan-
tage, that they commonly get the preference, on: all
occafions, where-there is:any profit-to be had. ., This
gains them refpect among the Turks, and fecures.them
from the oppreflions and infults, to which.other ng+
tions, more t‘E;ivileged than theirs, -are often expofed.
Two faéls, that I.dm going to mention, might.jaduce
one {o thinky that they have not a great regard for the
Jews at Alexandsia. A farmer, of the' cuftoms.was
killed there, alittle while ago;-and an houfe was et
on fire by the populace, who caufed all that were
within it to perith in the flames. But fuch accideats
may happen here to every body, in like circumftances,
The farmer was killed by a janiffary, of whom he-re-
fufed to.take lefs than the dusy impofed;. and the hoyfe
was fet on. fire, in a popular infurreétion, becaufe thie.
people of the. houfe would not furrender a man, who.
had retired into it, after having wounded, or beaten s
Turk, - There was no legal fatisfaétion to be hady it
ts not the fathion here, The criminal takes flight,
and they are commonly fatisfied with that; becaufe
their maxim is, that & zbing done is not to be undosie.
However, fince the murder of the farmer, there is
always a guard at the cuftom-houfe. x

Since I have gone fo. far as to.fpeak of one na-

tion, it is proper likewife to make known the reft;
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and, that I may difpofe my natration in fome order,
T fhall give the firft rank to the Turks, as they hold
the reins of government. They keep garrifons in
the two Pharillons, and they have one likewife in the
city itfelf, It confifts of a {mall number of janiffaries
and affafs, ‘The governor, who commands them, is
an aga, and has his refidence in one of the ancient
bulwarks, There is likewife a cadis, who judges i
civil caufes. ‘The other Turks who dwell at Alexan.
dria, are; for the moft part, artifans of thop-keepers,
There is amongft them but a very finall number of
nerchants ; who are commonly in good ckcumftances,
tho’ they do not let it appear much; as I have men-
tioned before, . :

Tre Chriftian Copti, Greeks, and Armenidns, that
are natives of this country, are to be met with in great
humbers at Alexandria; yet they make no great figure,
- They maiatain thenifelves, pretty nearly, on the famé

feoting as the Turks; with this difference; that they

are generally defpifed, ‘There are however among the
' Gx’cgkv and Armentans fome foreigners, that dre ther-
chants, and grow tich. The Copti patriarch in this
city fills the fee of St. Marg, tho’ he refides coms:
mionly at Cairo, He calls himfelf fucceffor of that
holy apoftle and evangelift ; and in that quality he pre-
tends to be on & par with the Pope. If he was at the
fame time a temporal fovereign as well as the Pope, he
would not fail, without doubt; of making his pteten-
fions valid : but as he lives in flavery, like the reft of
- kis nation, his power is confined to the governing the
evil confciences of his flock,

I nore the gentlemen of Europe will not take it
ill, that I mentiofy them the laft: my intention was
good ; for I was not willing to confound thém with
the other inhabitants of Alexandria, Indeed, ‘as they
are ftrangers there, it was not reafonable to affign
- them the firft rank. It is proper to remark, that all

Europeans pafs here under the name of Francs; thofe
4 _ ~ who
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who dwell here are the French and the Englith ; the
former fatter themfelves with having more rfefpeét,
but the latter perhaps Have a better trade.

THe French maintain here a conful,; depéndent on
the conful of Grand Cairo. The court of France com-
monly gives a plénipotentiary power to its ambafifador
at Conftantinople, and it is he that fills up the vacant

fts. This conful has, for his afliftants, a chancel-
lor and a drogtfian; each with 4 commiffion ffom the
court as welk as himfelf, He commonly eonfines hitn-
felf to the government of his hotﬂhol! : the ehancel-
lor has the chafge of corréfporidénce, and determiries
differences bétieen merchants and captains of fhips of
that nation ; and the drogman takes on him thé affairs,
which concérn the intereft of ¢he French relatively to
the Turks. - . ‘

Accorpinoc to the treaties dgreed on betwéen the
two courts, theé privileges of the French dre very eon-
fiderable ; buit their firéngth is too fmall at Alexandriay
to be able to midintain thefe ddvantages, They havé
no more than a dozen inérchants there, of whor énd
alone, an ltalian by ndtion, traffics on his own dcs
count : the others are only factors of divers mefchants
of Cairo; to whoim they hdve theé eare of fending the
merchandizes, that aré landed heére. ‘ )

I nave alteddy given an idea of the thasiner thd¢
is here taken for diminifhing their privileges; with fé-
gard to thé duties of the cu’(%om"— houfe. The fact that
I am goitig to mentlon, will fhew Liow they mialh-
tain themfelvés iri thofe peivileges. I have been a wit-
nefs of the affais, at the time I Was at Alexandsia, to
reimbatk in order to retutn inte Europe.

For fome years tertain Greek thomeny of a bad-
charater, had kept a kind of publick houfe, where the
French fzilors went to diink, when they came to the
city, The diforders that were committed there, had
engaged the conful to exert all his power, for putting

down this publick houfe ; but thefe women had t:}ke‘g
. uc
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fuch-precautions, that all his attempts were i vaih.
‘They had chofen "for proteCtor a janiffary; who -was
one of thofe bravadoes, that on occafion never want
friends amongtt their comrades, &
AT the beginning, “this fellow contented himfelf
_ with taking upon him to be mafter of the- publick
houfe, and rebuked the French failors when they made
a noife ; but when the conful of the nation iffued an
order, that no Frenchmen fhould frequent that pub-
lick houfe, this janiffary declared himfelf an-enemy to
all thofe of that nation,. He did not confine himfelf'to
words and to threats ;. he infulted, upon all occafions,
thofe that he met. The goverriment of Alexandtia
refufed to punifh this janiffary ; whether it was:becauft
they feared him, or becaufe they did not chufe togive
fatisfaction to the French, without being well paid for
it,; In the incan time the j‘éﬁllﬁ&l’}' became, dayaﬁcr
day, fo infupportable, that no Frenchman could go
gut of his houfe, without' being expofed to ill treat-
ment by him. * Their fafety fuffered much in’ this af-
fair, and their pride perhaps fill more. It was necef-
fary. therefore to apply to the government of Cajto;
and they obtained there, in theufual form, that a fious,
-or & black-bead of the porte * of the janiffaries, thould
be fent to Alexandria, with full power to take cog-
_nizance of this affair, and to eftablith proper meafures
‘for the fecurity of the French, - They took care to-
ain the favour of the judge, and sgreed with him,on
tgl:n method they fHould take, for feizing the janiffary,
who, . being informed of the danger that :threatned
him, put himfelf, the day before the arrival of the
fious, under the protection of the affafs, hoping; by
‘that means, to ward off the blow. o
. At length thefious being arrived at Alexandria,
declared himfelf, according to his orders, fovereign
judge for the time of his commiffion. The day, that
'F-'—:"-“'F*"—'_-'.--—-_——-——-—u————-—-_-—l-
2" Tre military claffes amongit the Turks are called Porses. :
o ‘ o e
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he appointed to take cognizance of this affair, ‘all the
French had notice given them to keep at home; and
the gate of the conful’s houfe was guarded by the janif-
faries, whom that nation maintains : there was none
but the drogman appeared in publick.

- Ow that day, early in the morning, the fious or-
dered all the Greek women of the publick houfe tobe .
apprehended, and they were embarked on board a
French vefiel, that immediately fet fail for the ifland
of Cyprus, where it had orders to land them, The
janiffary did not thew himlelf on this occafion, neither
did he move off; becaufe he thought, that the pro-
te€tion he had taken among the affafs was a fufficient
fecurity., . |
As foon as the fious had received intelligence of
the departure of the Greek women, he held a grand
council, to which he fent for the janiffary and his ac-
complices. They came thither, withoutthewing the
leaft fear, and folg:med by all the populace, curious to
fee the iffue of this affair. The fious received them
very civilly, -He made them fit down on each fide
of him, and difcourfed at firft witht them on indifferent
things., -The converfation fell afterwards upon the
ftep they had taken in changing their porte, by leav-
ing that of the janiffaries to go to that of the af
fats 3 ard they had no fooner admitted the fact, than
the fiots himfelf feized the criminal janiffary, whilft
his attendants did the fame with regard to the others.
They at once took from them their arms, which they
carried  concealed under their cloaths ; loaded them
with chains; and in this condition embarked themon
board a pinnace; that immediately fet fail. -
- Tr1s violent procedure caufed a fudden infurre&ion
of the populace, and all thofe who belonged to the
porte of the affafs. The fious perceiving it, got up
into a balcony ; and after having ordered filetice to be
made, he read, with a loud voice, the two plenipo-
tentiary powers, with which he was invefted. Asone

of
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of thefe plenipotentiary powers had been iffued by the
porte cf the affafs, and no body there could find faule
with it, every one retired.  The fious having been in-
formea by the French, that the janiflary was going to
enter into that porte, had taken the precaution of
having orders from thence. The janiffary, who did not
know this, ran headlong into the fnare; for if he had
had the leaft notice of it, he needed only to have with-
drawn for fome time ; and might have returned after
the departure of the fious, when the procefs would
have been over., | ,
‘Tue French had taken care not to appear to have
concerned themfelves in this affair. Neither was there
. any mention made of them in the plenipotentiary
powers, Notwithftanding that, they were confidered
as the aggreffors; and the wives of thofe wretches
that had been embarked, imagining that they were
oing to be drowned without the harbour, ran through
e town like mad women, aflembled their friends,
and went direétly towards the conful’s houfe, uttering
curfes and imprecations againft the French. In vain
did the janiffaries, that were fent for, endeavour to
ftop this raging mob : a fhower of ftones-obliged them
~ to take fhelter in the conful’s houfe. ‘Tthe mutinous
became by that means more infolent. They broke the
glafs windows, and.were preparing te-beat down the
houfe, when the janiflaries received a reinforcement of
fome of their own people, that were {fent them by the
Englifh conful, and of a certain number of other ja-
niffaries, that the fious gave orders to march to their
aid. ‘The affair then changed its appearance. The
janiffaries played off {o well their bludgeons, that the
brawling women and the mutinous mob took to flight.
" Tury ran, however, about the ftrests till it was -
night; and did all that they could to animate the
populace, and to induce them to revenge. But the
tumult was appeafed all at once, as foon as they were

informed that the prifoners were fent to the caftle of
- Beau-



AND NUBIA o

Beaukier, from whence they were to go into banith-
ment. It was judged that they deferved this punifh-
ment; and no body concerned himfelf about them
any more. s |

THERE were none but the French nation that ap-
peared a little perplexed at the mildnefs of this punifh-
ment. They had imagined, that the criminals would
have beén at leaft ftrangled, in order that an example
of feverity might have ferved to prevent the like in-
fults for the future: whereas a mere banifhment gave |
them reafon to fear, that there would always be found
fome infolent perfon, capable of giving uneafinefs to
a whole nation. That which gave them ftill more
difcontent, was the uncertainty of the duration of this
exile. They were apprehenfive of feeing thefe fedi-
tious people return, and of being expofed to greater
infults from them, This affair, however, occafioned
to the French a great deal of expence; we fhall feg
hereafter from whence fuch an expence was derived,
and what prejudice fuch levies brought to their com-
merce. In the mean time I am going to mention
fomething of their conful, and of that of the Englifh.

I rouyp that the French conful affumed to him~
felf, over his own natien, a power, that might in-
deed be tolerated. The chancellor, and the drogman,
that he had in my time, underftood their bufinefs; and
that was the reafon that every one was content, It is
ufual among the French of Alexandriato fhew an ex-
treme refpect for their conful.  In prder to make him
more confiderable in the minds of the Turks, and of
the other nations, they endeavour to givean high idea
of his perfon, and to illuftrate his birth in fuch a man-
ner, that it is not their fault, if he is not confidered
as iffued from the blood royal. If by chance he take
a tour to Rofetto, he carries a white flag at the maft
of his pinnace ; and when he goes out of the port, ag
likewife when he returns into it, he is faluted by a ge-

neral difcharge of the cannon of the French veﬁ'clsI._I
X
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- He refides, together with the greateft part of his'
nation, in a vaft hotel, where he has a church and a
chaplain. “The other French dwell in {eparate houfes.
He does not traffic himfelf, at leatt as far as appears 5
and he goes out but very rarely, that he might not
expofe his perfon and his character. The airs-that he
gives himfelf amongft his own people, do not permit -
him to converfe much with them: thus he pays for
his grandeur by a very irkfome hfe to 2 man that
would like fociety.

I qurr for a moment the French, but {hall return,
to thcm in {fpeaking of their commerce. - In the mean
time, let us fee how the Englith at.- We have no-
thing near fo much to fay of them as of the former.
T heyhave at Alexandria no more than two merchants,
of whom one is the conful, and- is dependent on that
of Cairo. 'They keep themfelves quiet, and conduct
themfelves without making much noife. If any nice
affair is to be undertaken, they withdiaw themfelves
from it, and leave to the French the honour of remov-
ing all difficulties,

- WHEN any benefit refults from it, they have’ their
{hare ; and if affairs turn out ill,- they fecure them-
felves in the beft manner they.can., ‘Thisis all that I
can fay of the nations eftablifhed at Alexandria. There
are no other but thofe that I have mentioned. ‘The
French, however, protectan Italian, and fome Greeks,
who pafs for their own people. I am now going to
conclude what remains for me to fay of the commerce
of this nation,

TuE trade of the French is very confiderable at
Alexandria. They receive every year feveral fhips,
~ which they freight with-commodities, that are brought

from Cairo. The veffels they make "ufi of for this in-
tercourfe, are feluccas, barks, and tartanes. There
go thither very few other veﬂE:Is becaufe every vefiel,
that does not bear a bowlprit, pays lefs for the main-

tenance of the posts, (¢, They name them cara-
' ' : vaniers,
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yaniers, on account that, as the caravans, they go
from place to place, to take in a lading in the beft
manner they can.  This would be the place of {peak-
ing of the divers forts of commodities, that the French
nation carries 'to Alexandria, and of thofe, that it
draws from Egypt; but, to fay the truth; I do net
recollect this atfair fufficiently, to give it in detail as
is requifite; and it is better to fay nothing of it, than
to fpeak of it imperfectly . 1 chufe therefore to touch
on the queftion that I promifed to explain ; namely,
why the French are obliged to raife the price of theip
comimodities, S

WEe need not fearch for the cdufe in any thing elfe
than the idle expences, to which that nation is ex«
pofed ;5 for befides that all {hips pay a pretty great du-
ty of confulthip ; they are moreover obliged to pay a
¢ertain tax, that is impofed, either ypon veflels, of
upon goods. This tax is deftined to fupply the charges
that the common.fafety requires; and to indemnify
the feveral perfons who have fuffered any oppreffions
from the Turks. It is the conful that raifes or fails
this tax, according as circumftances require. Yet [’
do not think that he is abfolytely the mafter, to order

Y - )

gy -

> F, VANSLER gives the following account.

“ Tue trade of the French merchants in this city, is the
greateft that they have in all the eaftern parts; for there is no
place in Turkey where fo many French thips come as jnto this
haven; from the beginning of the year 1672, to the month of
June, there was no lefs than nineteen French fhips that came hi-
ther, and in the month of June I reckoned fourteen,

“ Tris is a confiderable number, but not to be.compared
with the number of veffels that frequented this haven heretofore ;
for M. Lucasore, who did the office of chancellor of the French
nation, told me, that he remembers that there have been at Ale-
Xandria, in one year, ninety four French fhips.”

Tle reader may fee in V ANSLEB an exal account of all the commodie
ties that are carricd from Egypt into Europe, avbether it be by the nuay
of Marfeilles, or by that of Leghorn, or by Penice, with their ordinary
price in the year 1673 5 and /fém:ﬁ a account of the commudities that
are feut from Burope into Egypt, o _

E ¥



50 TRAVELS IN EGYPT

it as he pleales; but it depends, without doubt, on
the ¥rench ambaffador at Conftantinople, who muft
approve the reprefentations of the confuls of Alexan-
dria and of Cairo, before they can pafs into adls,
Yet, whatever may be the aathority, by virtue of
which they levy thefe duties, it may be faid, that they
are very chargeable to the nation, which really lofes,
by that means, much more than one can imagine.

Tue Englith know not any contributions of that |
kind, They have the duty of confulfhip to pay; and
that ig all. - Moreover, that great fubordination, that
the French are obliged to obferve with regard to their
conful, is not in ule among the Englifh. Theya&
more roundly one with another; and there isnore.
fpect, -any farther than decency, or fome private in-
tereft, may require it. ‘There arrives every year a
good number of Englifh veflels at Alexandria; but
they are not always laden on the account of that na-
‘tion, The Jews, and even the ‘Furks,. often freight
_tfgeé'n, and on board thefe vefitls carry on a profitable
trage. |

Tue Venetians and the Dutch have formerly had
fettlenients and confuls at Alexandria; but great
bankruptcies, even of their confuls themfelves, have
entirely ruined that commerce, ‘The Turks, who are
not to be bantered, where their intereft is concerned,
refufe to admit any longer confuls from thofe two na-
‘tions, till they have indemnified the lofies, that were
{uftained on account of the preceding confuls. As the
fums, in this cafe, are great, and that neither the one
nor the other have any hopes of a confiderable profit,
they have never fince attempted ferioufly the re-efta-
blithment of this branch of their commerce. Per-
‘haps likewife they are not willing to undertake it, on
-account of the confequences that might follow, if 2
‘whole nation took upon itfelf to pay the debts of 2
‘particular perfon. The few veflels, that the Vene-

tians, or the Dutch, fend to Alexandria, are, as well
N a3
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a5 their cargoes, at the mercy of the farmer of the
cuftoms, who is reputed their conful ; they make an
agreemnent with him for the cuftom-houfe duties, and
they get off fometimes tolerably well. The Vene-
gians, however, appear commonly under French co-
lours, and enjoy this protection, as far as that can give
it them, with regard to commerce.

Tue Swedes, tho’ in alliance with the Port, go but
very feldom to Alexandria, At the time I was there,
one veflel from that nation came thither. Itexpeéted
to enjay at leaft the privileges that are granted to the
Venetians and the Dutch; but the farmer of the cufs
toms refufed to treat with it on that footing : info-
much’ that it was obliged to pay the duties, in their
utmoft extent ; which furely could not encourage it to
return again, | |

THeERE are, I think, no other European nations
that trade to Alexandria. The Turkifh veflels, which
frequent its port, are fome fultanas, that go thither
annually, to receive, in merchandizes, the carrat (tax)
of the Grand Seignior. The bafthaw of Cairo is ap-
pointed to.colleét.it,” and to tran{mit it, under the in-
fpection of a bey of Cairo, who accompanies it quite
to Conftantinople.

TraERE was likewife at Alexandria, about the time
Iwas there, a Turkifh fquadron; which came thither -
in order to trandport the three thoufand men, that
Egypt furnithed, for its guota, during the war between
the Port and the Emperor of Germany. The half of
this guosa confifted of janiffaries ; the other half of af-
fafs, Thefe two corps behaved fo ill, during the two
months that they remained at Alexandria, that no one
could come thither from Cairo in f{afety. They pile
laged every where about; and amongft other robbes
ries, tuok away a thoutand fequins (about 500 /. fer-
fing ) that a French merchant fent to be embarked and
tranfmiteed into Europe.  He imagined, that his mo-
ney ran no rifk, becaufe he had trufted it to fome ja-

E 2 n.l_ﬁ:aries’
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niffaries, who are maintained by that nation; buyg
thefe were attacked by an enemy fuperior in number,
and one of them being dangeroufly wounded, they
delivered up the money to the conquerors. The con-
ful employed all his power to get this money reftored ;
but, notwithftanding all the fteps he took:; notwith-
ftanding all he could offer to the commanders of thefe
troops, he obtained nothing; and, at my departure
from Alexandria, they confidered thofe thoufand f.
quins as irrecoverably loft.

Tue diforders got to fuch an height afterwards,
even in the city ofg Alexandria itfelf, that the janif
faries and affafs came to blows, The referveirs not
being furnithed with a fufficient quantity of water, tg
fupply the wants of fo great 2 number of fupernume.
rary perfons ; the conteft was, who fhould make them.
felves malters of them : together with this, the hatred,
which always fubfifts between thefe two-portes, had
animated them to fuch a degree, that their officers had
a good deal of difficulty to hinder them from cutting |
each others throats ; and would never have "fucceeded |
in it, if they had not taken the method of haftening
their departure. By this means alone they re-eftab- -
lithed difcipline among their troops, and delivered the
city of Alexandria from an heavy burthen, that fearce -
left it the liberty of minding its moft neceffary affairs,
I was not an eye-witnefs of the fa&s I have been men-
tioning; but as I arrived at Alexandria immediately
atter the departure of thefe troops, the memory of
the riots, they had-committed there, was ftill fo- recent,
that it was not poffible to doubt of the recitals, no
the complaints that every one made of them.

‘Tuis difgreffion, which I thought neceffary, has
-hindered me from fpeaking of the fzicks and wvergue,

Turkifh veffels, that one fees every day in the port of
Alexandria. The firft, as being the largeft, goto
Damjiata, and to divers other ports of the Levants

and the vergues are ordinarily employed to go tofRO*
 § | . €tL0s
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fetto.  Thefe veffels bring from Damiata and Ro-
ferto the merchandizes of Europe, depofited in thofe
two towns ; and they, carry thither the merchandizes
of Cairo, that are defigned to be fent into Eurape.

THERE remains for me nothing more to fay, than
that during my continuance at Alexandria for three
weeks, I went, by way of jaunt, to fee fome places,
that are but a few leagues diftant from it. I faw,
amongft others, in thefe expeditions,

‘THE caltle of Bokkier, I{Jtiated on a point of land,
that advances a little way into the fea, between the
city of Alexandria and the weftern mouth of the Nile,

THE town and caftle of Rofetto, which is on the
right hand, as you enter by the fame mouth of the
river,

TuE village of Deruth, on the border of the Nile,
to the fouth of Rofetto, and to the eaft of Alexandria.

THE mofque of Scheck-Ghadder, on the border of
the Nile, upon the lefy hand as you enter it.

Tae molque of Carullo-Merefel.

ANOTHER molque, at four leagues to the fouth of
Rofetto. o .

1 Have-drawn views of all thefe places on the fpot,
whither I went for that purpofe ; and I reprefent them
i the manner that they appeared to me. |

Tuzrz is no need of mentioning, that thefe places
are fituated in the Delta, or in its neighbourhood, nor
of enquiring why the part of lower Egypt, that is in-
cluded between the Mediterranean and the two arms
of the Nile, which begin to be formed at Cairo, has
had the name of Delta. All thofe who have read the
defcriptions of this country, or who have caft.an eye
upon the maps, that have been given of it, muft have
perceived, that the origin of this name is owing to the
refemblance, that this diftri® has to the triangular

figure of the Greek letter A<,
S ——— A —— ———
* Hegroporus relates, < That it was faid by the Egyptians,
end he declares it to be his own opinion, that the Delta was for-
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- Tug reader muft not be furprized that I fpeak notef
divers other places. I pafs them over in filence ; becaule
I was not at them, Nothing gave me hopes of find-
ing there any thing worthy of attention. Befides that,
it was neceflary for me to make hafte, in order to pe-
netrate into the upper Fgypt ; which was the princi-
pal aim of my voyage, and the object of my curiofity.

YeT, before I quit Alexandria, 1 am going to dif-
charge the promife I made above, of mentioning the
manner in which a traveller ought to conduct him-
felf in Egypt. 1 fhall give notice, however, that
what I write, is not for thofe who go thither with the
view of trafficking there, or of making their fortune.
Such perfons will be placed with fome merchant, who
will take care to inftruct them early in all they have
need of, for making their way. My intention is only
to inform thofe, who, like myfelf, go into Egypt, to
fatisfy their curiofity, and to make enquiries tending
to the advantage of the republic of letters. |

I srcIn thereforé with faying, that T obferved in
Egypt one has need of a good banker, much more
than any where elfe. In another country it is fuffici-
~ ent that a banker furnifhes you with money; but in
Egypt, it is requifite, befides, that he ferve you as an
hoft, and in fome meafure as a protector. The reader
will imagine that, in fuch a country, there are no inns
capable of receiving what we call a gentleman. Itis
neceffary, thercfore, that the banker fhould fupply
you with the neceffaries of life, either at his own

—— L

merly covered by water, and that it was /esely, as may be {aid, a
new difcovered land.” 1 1i. c. 1§,  $4is opinion of HERODOTUS
confirms what I mentioned before concerning the ifland Pharos, awbich
Howmgr places at the diflance of a aclole day’s fail from Egypt,
Dioporus Sicurus fays,  That all Egypt was formerly fea,
and that the land was formed by degrees trom the mud brought
down from Ethiopia by the Nile,” 1. 111, 8o that Egypt, from wwbence
ave devivve, as the orviginal fource, almefl all the arts and feiencesy is it-
Jelf but a modern country. | ' _
houfe,
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houfe, or with one of his acquaintance. If the bank-
er is of a nation that has a conful, this minifter com-
monly takes upon himfelf the charge of the protec-
tion, you ftand in need of ; and if heis a2 Jew, and of
a good charalter, he will not fail of credit to fecure
the traveller from any infult.

{r, after being provided with a good banker, which
is, In my opinion, the moft neceflary thing, you would-
go further into the country, and fatisfy your curiofity,
I advife you much to drefs yourfelf immediately in the
‘Turkith manner; for, tho’ one may appear at Alex-
andria in habits of the European mode, it is much
better to drefs yourfelf like the Francs, and by the
fight of them to have already modelled yourfelf. By
that means you pafs, as knowing the cuftoms and
ufages of the country, and are lefs fubje@ to the re-
fletions of thofe that pafs by you. -A pair of whif-
kers, and a grave and folemn air likewife, are well
employed here ; they give you a greater conformicy
with the natives of the country. -

A TrRAVELLER will take afterwards a janiffary into
his fervice 3 and, if it is poflible, he will chufe one
that has been accuftomed to ferve the Francs. You
get janiffaries for a {mall matter. They commonly
underftand what is called Zngua franca . They ac-
company a traveller wherever it {s permitted him to
go. No one will infult him in their company. If
they meet a man of diftinction, they can give him an
account of the perfon they efcort; and if they fee the
lower fort of people running towards vou, they keep
them at a diftance, by threats, The bankers know
the janiffaries that are to be hired; and you may truft
to their recommendation,

e —— ety falg— ]

d Ir is a kind of jargon, compofed of Italian, Spanith, French,

vulgar Greek, and other languages. In this language, if it may
be fo called, nothing but the infinitive mood of each verb is ufed;

this ferving for all the tenfes and moads of the conjugation,

L4 B:-
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Berore his arrival at Alexandria, a traveller theuld.
have read the ancient authors, and have formed in hig
mind a {cheme of the things, that he would either
examine or compare. But as the country has fo much
changed its face, the traveller had need that fome one
fhould put him in a right track, He may ealfily make
acquaintance with the divers European nations that are
fettled in the country ; and he will be able to get great
afliftances from them. He fhould take care, however,
not to give himfelf up to them with too much credu.
lity. ‘There reigns common‘l% a great deal of jealoufy
among thefe gentlemen. e fhould endeavour to
know their characters, and be attached only to fuch as
can be of the greateft fervice : the drogman of the
French nation, for example, is commonly a man
brought up in the country, and that underftands per.
fedtly the language and cuftoms of it. By this means,
if he be the leaft curious, he muft be able to dire&
you to the places, where there is any thing to be feen,
You thould not negleét the inftruftions he is capable
of giving you, but ought to rely abfolutely on no one
but yourfelf. A thing, that one perfon will not deign
. to'look at, may defervedly draw the attention of an-
~other, “and give lights, that will have efcaped perfons
that were lefs attentive. All thofe, with whom a tra-
veller makes ap acquaintance, offer civilly to attend
him in vifiting the antiquities of the country. Their
kindnefs is not to be refufed y but at the-firft trial, you
will find, that they will confine themfelves to common
things ; and if you would go further, they will en«
deavour to divert you from it ; whether it be becaufe
they begin to grow tired, or becaufe they fear to expofe
themfelves to fome accidents. You have nothing. of
all -that to fear, when you have the company of a ja-
niffary.  He is accuftomed to finoak his pipe, and to
be idle: he finds thefe two forts of pleafure with a
traveller that he accompanies; thus he regards little
the tithe that pafles in Ttopping at one place.” I ought,

R | however,
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however, to advertife, that it is not proper, that 3
sraveller thould carry his curiofity fo far, as to be de-
firous of penetrating into places which the Turks do
not permit the entrance of, fuch as fortrefles and
mofques. Perhaps he may be able to perfuade his ja.
niflary to carry him thither, Intereft has great fivay
over thofe fort of people. They are not proof againft
prefents.. But it would be always imprudent to ex-
pofe ones felf to the danger. It may happen oncethag
you will efcape without harm; yet it will be always an
hundred to one that you will be the dupe of your own
curiofity. I advife you never to be eager of vifitin
places .that are prohibited, unlefs you are beforehan
affured of a permiflion, of fuch a nature as to fecure
you from hazards 3 and unlefs you are convinced, tha¢
the thing is worth the trouble that you give yourfelf,
in order to get the fight of it. |

Tue converfation of the people, with whom one
makes an acquaintance in the country, gives com-
monly into the marvellous. They relate a thoufand:
accidents that, they pretend, have happened to travel. -
lers, or to others. If we gave credit to fuch petfons,
we fhould ftarce go beyond the walls of the ancient
Alexandtia y or at sioft advance no farther than Cairo;
but in the main, I chuft rdther to'confide in my own
experience, than rely on the reports of people igno-
rant or credulous. I date at leaft affure the traveller,
that if h¢ defighs to go- no further than Cairo, and
takes never fo little precaution, the ordinary rout will
bring him thither with the utmoft fafety.

Wz have no need of drogmadn, or interpreter, fo
long as we do not go-outof Alexandria. If youhave
an intentiop of going further, it is proper to provide
yourfelf at leaft with a valet that underftands Arabic,
A difpute, that might arife between the people of the
boat, on which you are embarked, or between them

and the paflengers that arg pagives of the coun
| WO
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would be capable of frightening you, if you had not
{fome one, who could tell you what is the matter.

Ix cafe that you find at Alexandria an opportunity
of travelling in company, either with miflionaries, or
with merchants of any European nation, you ought
not to mifs the occafion ; for befides the advantage of
the language, that we commonly find by that means,
you may always rely more on the report of thofe honeft
people, than on that of a rafcal of a valet, Jew or
Greek, who often has the impudence to make you
believe fome danger, inorder to render himfelf more
neceflary. - |

Berore I leave this fubjet, I {ball add one rule,
which you ought to follow, even at Alexandria, and
which muft be exactly. obferved throughout all Egypt.
It is, never to dig at the foot of any piece of antiquity,
nor to break any ftone of any monument whatfoever,
You muft be content with feeing what is expofed to
the fight, and thofe places where you can clamber up,
or to which you can get by.creeping. Whatever plea-
fure there might be in viewing an antique monument
throughout the whole, it is neceflary to debar yourfelf
of it. 'The confequences would be too dangerous. A
conful of France attempted to dig near the obelifk of
CrroraTRA at Alexandria, in order to have the juft
dimenfions of it. He had taken care to afk a permil-
fion for doing it, which he did not obtain but with a
great deal of difficulty. Notwithftanding that, it was
not poflible for him to get to the end of his defign;
in proportion as he caufed it to be dug in the day,
they filled up, at night, the hole that he had got to be
made. This obftinate oppofition arifes from hence,
that the people, as well great as fmall, are perfuaded,
that all the antique monuments contain fome hidden
treafure. They cannot imagine, that mere curiofity
thould engage the Europeans to go into Egypt, only
to dig the ground there : on the contrary, they are fa

perfuaded of our avarice, that they do not permit us
_ to
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to rake into any place. If you take it into your head
to do it in fecret, and they come to find it out, they
confider you as robbers, They maintain, that you
have feized the treafure, which'they fuppofed to be in
that place 3 and, in order to have the better hold upon
thofe that have raked the ground, they make this pre-
tended treafure amount to an exceflive price.

One would think, that the grandees of the country,
infatuated with this opinion, fhould never ceafe to
rake into the earth, and to deftroy all the remains of
antiquity. Itis, in effect, what feveral of them have
applied themfielves to ; and divers precious remains of
antique monuments have perifhed by that means, But
as they have not found any thing, they were at length
tired of the expence. Yet they have not, for all that,
got rid of their foolifh imagination ; on the contrary,
they have joined to it another notion, ftill more filly,
in fuppofing, that all thefe treafures -are inchanted ;
that in proportion as-they are approached, they fink
decper and deeper in the ground ; and that there are
none but the Franks, who are capable of breaking
thefe charms; for they pafs generally in Egypt for
great conjutbrs.

'AnoTHER reafon ftill has diverted them from thefe
jorts of refearches. Two of thofe, who had made -
themfelves famous by this enterprize of digging the
ground, to feek for treafures, fell into the hands of
their fuperiors, who did not fpare them, and would
never believe, that thofe men had difcovered nothing.
They accufed them of having found treafures, and:of
denying it, in order that no body might go fhares
with them. They impofed on them every day new
oppreffions, under frivolous pretences ; and, in fine,
made them pay the profits of a refearch, from which
they had never drawn any advantage.

- THE antiquities that we find at Alexandria, as
- well of medals as of ftones ingraved, and of other like

 things, are difcovered, as I have already remarked
~ above,



66 TRAVELS IN EGYPT

above, without digging, and only when the ground
is wathed by rain,  If on {ome occafions they turn up
the earth, it is done under other pretences, as to draw
out ftones for building, (Fe. But that is done, with.
out touching, in any manner,” thofe antique pieces,
which are ftanding 3 and which, by this happy jea-
loufy, have been preferved in the midft of a2 barba-
rous people, who otherwife have no great refpeét for
them.

I say nothing of the peril, to which a ftranger ex-

fes himfelf, if he has the weaknefs to engage in any

ove intrigue, I fuppofe that a man, who goes into
Egypt, to inftruct himfelf by an inquiry into antiqui-
ty, would be moderate enough, and fufficiently re-
ferved, to have nothing to fear on that head. If, how-
ever, there thould be any one, that hasneed of an an.
tidote againft fo mad a paffion, it is fufficient to refer
him to the recitals, that all thofe, who have frequented
Alexandria and Cairo, will be able to give him. He
will learn, that young merchants have been unhappily
aflaflinated in thefe two cities ; that othiers, after hav-
ing ruined themfelves, by making prefents to the ja-
niffaries to engage them to fecrefy, have found them-
felves at laft deceived to fuch a degree, that, inftead
of having enjoyed fome women -of diftin&tion, they
have facrificed them{elves to the vileft proftitures, who,
at a great price, have. reﬁ'a.led them with a difeaf,
. which they have kept for their whole lives, as no one
there was capable of curing them.,

Lastry, in Egypt, we ought to avoid, ftill more
than any where elfe, all occafions of being infulted by
the people of the country, But, if unhappily it falls
out, that you are expofed to their infults, it is wife
and pradent to give a deaf ear, and to feem not 10
perceive it, At moft, you may go {o far as to threat-
en; but beware of firiking a Muffulman, If you are
fortunate enough to efcape being murdered, it would

coft you all that you are worth ; and, what would
‘ ' give
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give one likewife great uneafinefs, the friends of ths
perfon, that has given the blow, would be drawn into
the affair, and would not be able to extricate theme
felves, without a large fum of money. If however
you are determined to have fatisfaction for any infult,
it is-neceffary to apply yourfelf to the judge; but it
will coft {fo dear, that you will have no defire of have
ing recourfe to him a fecond time, |
Ir there is any thing elfe, that a traveller ought
to know, he will learn it in a few days after his ar-
rival in the countty. It wasproper to inftruét him in
the articles that I have been mentioning. Perhaps it
might be too late to be informed of them upon the
fpot: befides, 2 man is apt not to believe all that hé
hears faid, For my part, I fhould have bees greatly-
pleafed to have been infortmed of them beforchand ;
this is the reafon of my publifhing them, for the ad-
vantage of thofe, who may be in the fame circume
ftances with myfelf, | - -

- N=zw Carro, '

Arrwan at Grand Cairo the 78 of July, 1747,
This.capital of Egypt, that they.call likewile bave-

ly Cairo, and in Arabic, Maffer, is fituated to ‘the
eaft of the Nile, a little above the place where this
river feparates itfelf into two. branches, for forming
the Delta. It is divided into two cities, the one known
under the name-of Orp Catro; theother under that
of Granp Cairo, . L
Tnis city is fo well known, by fuch a number of
relations and defcriptions, as have been publithed of
1t, that I flatter myfelf, the reader will be pleafed with
Iy forbearing to enter into circumftantial details on
is origin, ity cirgyit, the pumber of its mhabmant:,ﬁ }lts
| Caltic,
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caftle, the number of its mofques, its public baths;
its gates, {5¢*,  Yet, that I may not be reproached
with having faid nothing of it, I fhall make fome re-
marks on certain fubjects, which perhaps will not ap-
pear to every one unworthy of attention.

Tre firft of thefe remarks concerns the ceremony
that is practifed, every year, when they are to cut'the
bank of the Califb, or canal, which, at the time of
the increafe "of the waters of the Nile, is to convey
them to Grand Cairo; and-which, in the country,
refembles-only a ditch badly kept up; for it has not

b

2 Dr. Pococke bas given the fulloving account of all thefe ﬁpart:’-
culars. ** The city of %mnd Cairo has been much magnified as
to its extent, and the number of its inhabitants ; "it conﬁl%s now of
three towns, or cities, a mile apart, that is Old Cairo, Cairo pro-
perly fo called, aud the port called Bulac. The ancient city,
which feems to have fucceeded to Babylon, and was built near i,
was called Melr, the old name of Egypt. The prefent great city
“of Cairo, which was calted by the Arabs Caher, according to their
hiftorians, was built by a general of the firlt calif of the Fathmites,
in the year 973 of Curisy. Itis faid Sarapin built walls round
both thefe cities. A third city was buiit between the old and new
cities, called Kebafch, which has been fince deftroyed, and the
rhins of it are now feen,

“ Oup Carro is reduced to a very fmall compafs, and is not
. above two,miles round ; it is the port for.the boats that come from
upper Egypt ; fome 6f the beys have a {ort of country houfes here,
to which they retire at the time_ of the high Nile,

# New Carro is fituated about a mile from the river; and ex-
tends eaftward near two miles to the mountains; it is abous feven
miles round. . , ‘

“ Tug city is faid to have been larger than it is at prefent,
when it was the centre of trade from the Eaft Indies. There are
three or four very grand gates that were built by the Mamalukes.
The workmanthip of them is very good, and, amidft all the fim-
plicity of the architetture, every one muft be firuck with the fur-
prizing magnificence of them. :

* Tue fteets of Cairo, as of all the Turkith cities, are vety
narrow, and would be looked on as lanes in Earope.

““ Turkisu houfes, efpecially in Cairo, have very little beanty
in them ; they are generally built round a court, where they make
the beft appearance, nothing but ufe being confidered as to the out-
fide of their houfes, what they have of ornament being in their fa-
loons within ; {o that their houfes, built below of flone, and abﬁve

CILICT
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either a lining of ftone-work, or even a determinate
border. -Indeed, when it enters into the city, it be-
comes a little more refpectable, ‘as it runs along the
walls of the houfes built upon its edges. However,
it has no great breadth in the city, no more than in
the country ; and in the place where the waters of the
Nile enter, it may have from fifteen to twenty feet in
breadth, - - -

As {oon as the waters of the Nile begin to increafe,
they clofe the mouth of the califch, by means of a little
mound of earth, which they raife there, and they place

a fort of cage-work, fometimes filled up with unburnt brick, and
few or no windows towards the ftreet, are a very difagreeable fight
to one who has feen only European cities, that have fomething of
outward regularity, as well as conveniency and beauty within,

“ Tuerr are leveral magnificént mofques in and about Cairo;
but that which ‘exceeds them all, both as to the folidity of its
building, and a certain grandeur and magnificerice that firikés in a
very furprizing maunner, is the mofque of {ultan Hassewn, built at
the foot of the caftle hill;. it is very high, of an oblong fquare
figure, crowned with a cornith all round that projedts a gredt way,
and is adorned with a particular fort of grotelque carvings after
the Turkith manner; tﬁe entrance into it is very finely Iaid with
feveral forts of marbles, and carved in like manner at top ; th-
afcent was by fevera] fteps, which are broken down, and the door
walled up, becanfe, in times of publick infurre&ions, the rebels
have often taken fhelter there. ‘ _

“ ‘Tug caftle of Cairo is fituated on a rocky hill, which feems
to be feparated by art from the hill or mountain Jebel Duife. The
caftle is walled all round, but is fo commanded by the ‘hill tothe
eaft, thatit can be a place of no ftrength fince the invention of can-
non. At the welt of the caftle are remains of very grand apart.
ments ; fome of them covered with domes, and adorned with mo-
faic piftures of trees and houfes, that doubtlefs belonged. to' the an.
cient fultans, 'This part of the caftle is now only uled for weav.
ing, . embroidering, and preparing the hangings or coverings they
lend every year to Mecca. . '

Over this is a higher ground to the eaft, near the -grand
faloon, com