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Abstract

This thesis mainly focuses on Pazeh people and their cultural revival movement
between 1999 and 2014, in order to clarify if Pazeh people are qualified to be
officially recognized by Taiwan's government.

Pazeh people once lived in the plain areas of present-day Taichung. They had
cooperated with Qing government to suppress several rebellions and were given
surnames and lands as rewards. The conditions of Pazeh people went down in
consequence of the invasion of Han Chinese immigrants, the loss of land, and the
inner contention for political power. They even had to leave their ancestral domain.
Current Pazeh communities can be found in Dashe Village (Fengyuan District,
Taichung City), Liyutan Village (Sanyi Township, Miaoli County), and Ailan Village (Puli
Township, Nantou County).

Pazeh people still preserve their own culture. Religion and language are two
major elements to identify the ethnic boundary of Pazeh people. In 1871, PAN Kai-
Shan-Wu-Gan was injured during hunting. He was introduced to James Laidlaw
Maxwell to receive medical treatment. After recovery, he determined to convert to
Christianity. Since then, some missionaries had come to Central Taiwan and let many
Pazeh individuals converted to Christianity. The strong cohesiveness of Pazeh people
is largely based on Christianity. In addition, the Romanization writing system used in
religious life has enabled Pazeh people to write in their own language. Therefore,
some of Pazeh language and songs were kept until today.

At the beginning, Pingpu Peoples were promoting ethnic identity and cultural
revival campaign within “Pan-Pingpu” structure. Subsequently, cultural revival
movements within a specific ethnic group gradually emerged. Pazeh Recognition
Movement began in this very context. In 1998, “Taiwan Pazeh People Cultural
Association” was established. In the following year, three Pazeh communities unite to
practice the traditional New Year rituals which had been stopped for many years.
This first step inspired many people and marked the dawn of Pazeh’s cultural revival.

“Miaoli Pazeh People Association” and “Nantou Pazeh People Cultural
Association” were established in 2003. Traditional New Year has annually taken place
on November 15th in Liyutan and Ailan, so as to inherit traditional rituals, such
as Paarazam (Z£H, cross-holding dance in New Year), Maazazuah (7E$Z, marathon as
a rite of passage) and Tang-L6-Bu (#i$# %%, hitting gong and dancing in New
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Year). Pazeh language is most well-preserved among Pingpu languages. Teachers
have been trained in the churches after the revival of the New Year rituals. In 2002,
Pazeh language teachers participated in the editing of 9-Level Textbooks project
conducted by the Center for Aboriginal Studies, National Chengchi University.
Besides learning, teaching and editing textbooks, teachers have taken part in the
Indigenous Ethnolinguistic Literature Award. Since 2012, Pazeh people started to edit
language textbooks, practice the traditional New Year rituals and teaching traditional
artistry with the funding support of the Pingpu Vitality Project, continuing the
inheritance of culture.

This study concluded that Pazeh people still preserve many ethnic traits, and
active in cultural revival to maintain ethnic boundary and identity. What Pazeh
people need the most is the recognition by the government, and the restoration of
indigenous status and rights. In short, Pazeh people should become an officially

recognized indigenous people.

Keywords: Indigenous Peoples; Pingpu Indigenous Peoples ; Pazeh; Identity

Movement; Ethnic Certification ; Cultural Revival Movemen
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dadua Pazih a saw ka mangasa musumat Abababaw iu matusasumatan.
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adader a xaraw mudus ka medexe imu ita dahu a retel .
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isia ka matubatan yamin. abasan a suazi dalum puzah lia.
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