
Estonian Web Archive: 
Preserving the Estonian Mind

Jaanus Kõuts
Web archiving specialist

National Library of Estonia

IIPC General Assembly
Library of Congress, Washington

May 1, 2012



Estonia
Population
1,3 M

Language
Estonian

Capitol
Tallinn

Currency
Euro



Jakob Hurt
Estonian folklorist, 1870

If we can't be 
large in numbers, 
we must become 

large in mind!



Estonian print output in 2011

• 2923 titles of books in Estonian
• 465 titles of newspapers
• 325 titles of magazines
• 502 titles of serials



Internet usage

• 71% of households 
have internet 
capabilities

• 77% of the population 
aged 16-74 years 
uses the internet

• WiFi in more than 
1100 public places



e-Estonia

• ID card - 90% of inhabitants
• e-Tax Board - 93% of income tax declarations
• e-Elections - 24.3% votes in the 2011 

Parliamentary Elections
• e-Census - 62% 2012 Population and Housing 

Census
• e-Banking - 98% of banking transactions
• mobile-Parking, mobile-Ticket, e-Government,  

e-School, e-Health, e-everything 



Estonia is home for

Skype

NATO Cooperative 
Cyber Defence 
Centre of Excellence

European IT Agency 
(in 2012)



The need to archive the web

is recognized by more and more institutions
• European Council Information Centre in Tallinn
• Ministry of Foreign Affairs
• Government Office
• International Arvo Pärt Centre
• Tallinn City Museum
• The National Archives 

of Estonia



Estonian Web Archive
1997 National Library started exploring the web    

archiving issues
2000 A pilot project starts
2006 Legal Deposit Law
2006 Archiving web publications in pdf-format to 

the digital archive DIGAR
2010 Web archiving - selective
2010 Web archiving working group
2011 Selection policy
2012 IIPC member



Legal Deposit Law
The revised version of the Legal 

Deposit Act enforced on 1 June 
2006.

It granted the National Library of 
Estonia entitlement to archive 
Web publications as legal 
deposits and make them 
publicly accessible. 

The owner of archived material 
has the right to restrict access 
to his or her publications. 



3 stages to preserve 
Estonian web content

1. Web publications (pdf) in digital archive DIGAR

2. Selective archiving

3. Bulk archiving





Web Archiving Working Group

• Formed in May 2010
• 23 members from 11 memory and research 

institutions
• Selection policy in May 2011
• Subject categories of thematic catalog
• Network of specialists recommending sites





Special collections: events

• Domain reform (March - April 2011)

• Parlamentary elections (March - April 2011)

• European Capital of Culture - Tallinn 2011



Special collections: thematic

• Estonians outside Estonia (2012)



Goals

2013 Selective archive is publicly accessible

2014 Bulk archiving
Bulk archive is publicly accessible



The Team

Meelis                      Tiiu                      Jaanus

Preserving reflections of Estonian Mind on the web



Thank you!
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