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Taiwanese in Shanghai 1937-1947

Hsu Hsueh-chi®

Abstract

With reference to materials from “Taiwanjin kankei zaken ( Ex¥f * R (7 7%
[+ ) > archived at the Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
and reviewing related oral history, this study examines the activities of Taiwanese in
Shanghai between 1937 and 1947, a period beginning from the Japaenese occupation of
Shanghai until the 228 Incident. Similar research has previously been conducted but most
work covered only up to 1938, and not much attention taid to the Taiwanese serving as
interpreters, intelligence agents and officials in the puppet regime of Wan Ching-wei. This
paper describes the activities of Taiwanese from various works in wartime Shanghai. In
the aftermath of World War II, these overseas Taiwanese established organizations such as
Taiwanese Association of Shanghai, led by Lee Wei-kuang ( % {&*% ) and The Shanghai
Branch Society for the Reconstruction of Taiwan, headed by Yang Chau-chia (fH5F
T4 ) . These organizations formed a part of the struggle between the Nationalists and the
Communists. With the outbreak of the 228 Incident, the Taiwanese in Shanghai appealed
to the central authorities in Nanjing, expressing their wish of owing The Taiwan Provincial
Administration and having the incident properly redressed. Whether or not their petition
had any impact on the subsequent government decisions and policies remains unknown.
Nevertheless, even with no obvious supporting evidence, the Taiwanese organizations
in Shanghai at that time should have been considered the most powerful group outside
Taiwan, keeping a close watch on the island’s development on various fronts.

Keywords: 228 Incident, Yang Chau-chia, Lee Wei-kuang, Taiwanese Association of
Shanghai, The Shanghai Branch Society for the Reconstruction of Taiwan.

" Research Fellow, Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica.
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