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I. Name of Property 

historic name: Vance Farmhouse 

other name/site number: Meeks Farmhouse 

Dean's House 

Bicentennial House 

street 6 nmber: Bicentennial House, 1535 Mileground 
West Virginia University 

not for publication: N/A 

city/town: Morgantown vicinity: x 

state: WV county: Monongalia code: 61 zip code: 26506 

Ownership of Property: University of West Virginia Board of Regents 

Category of Property: Building 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

1 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: none 



Name of related rmltiple property listing: WW Historic Properties 
=============.=====__====__========.%-=-Tz===d-z=========F-====== 

4. Statefledera1 Agency Certification . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Arst 
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nnomination 
request for determination of eligibility mets the docurentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requiremnts 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. - See continuation 
sheet. 7 

/ 0//6/9 / 
Signature of cerififying ofikiAl Date 

1 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of comnenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined eligible for the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 
removed from the National Register 

other (explain 1 : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 



6. F'unction or Use 
========---================.====-z============___=====---z--=========---====== 

Historic: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling 
Current : Education Sub: Research Facility 

Vernacular I -House 

Other Description: N/A 

Materials: foundation cut stone roof asphalt shingle, metal 
walls brick, wood shingle other wood porch 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. -x-See continuation 
sheet. 

General DesCri~tion: The Vance Farmhouse is located at 1535 Mileground, 
approxiretely one and one-quarter mile north of Morgantown. The Mileground is 
also Route 119. Historically, the road has been known as the Rrandonville and 
Fishing Creek Turnpike and Ice's Ferry Road. Because the Mileground is one of 
the main routes into Morgantown, the house is highly visible and is one of the 
few original farrhouses remaining in the area. The house is set on a corner of 
one of the West Virginia University farrrs, on a plateau high above the city of 
Morgantown. On this side of the Mileground, the site of the house has changed 
little over the past 150 years with the rolling hills still being cultivated. 
However, during the 1970s and early 1980s, all but one of the farm buildings 
associated with the house were raved or destroyed by fire, leaving the house 
the site's mst important structure. 

The house was constructed circa 1854 by Mdison S. Vance on 110 acres of 
land Vance acquired in 1852. He sold the farm to his sons-in-law Thomas Jerome 
Meeks and Samuel Grove Chadwidc in 1879. The property w a s  acquired by West 
Virginia University (hereafter cited as WW) in 1899 for use as the WW 
Experimental Farm. The property is still owned by WW. The original house was 
enlarged before WW acquired it; other additions were made in the 1920s and 
1930s. 

J-House: The original part of the house will be discussed first. It is an I- 
house, that is, a two-rooms wide and one-room deep, two-story house with a 
central hall plan. This is a traditional form that was very popular in the 
nineteenth century from Pennsylvania to Iowa. (In fact, so m y  were built in 
Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, the house was named an "1" house.) Built on a 
foundation of cut sandstone, the house has a gable roof and inside end chimneys. 
Fhlls and chimneys were constructed of red bricks that were reportedly fired on 
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s i te .  The s t r u c t u r a l  bond is an Anerican or  c o m n  bond. Eaves overhang a l l  f o u  
facades w i t h  bargeboards beneath them. The whole house, including t h e  addi t ions ,  
has had an asphal t  sh ingle  roof for  severa l  years, but t h e  southwest corner of 
the roof of the o r i g i n a l  house was replaced following a June 1982 tornado which 
touched down i n  Morgantown. 

Southeast    leva ti on: The f r o n t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house, t h e  southeast  e l eva t ion  
(See photograph # 4 ) ,  has t h e  f r o n t  door as t h e  cen te r  bay of the  f i r s t  f loor ,  
wi th  two windows flanking e i t h e r  s i d e  of the door. The circa 1880 photograph 
(Photograph #1) of the house shows these  windows t o  be 6/6 double-hung windows. 
I t  a l s o  shows f i v e  windows on t h e  second f l o o r  t h a t  a r e  centered over t h e  windows 
and door on the f i r s t  f loor .  These windows have t h e  same configurat ion as t h e  
windows on the f i r s t  f loor .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  windows have been replaced a t  least 
twice  ( s e e  Photographs #1 & # 2 )  and t h e  present  windom, which a r e  taller and are 
12/12 double-hung, rmy have been added when renovations were made t o  t h e  house i n  
t h e  1920s and 1930s. The second f loor  windows today a r e  8/8 double-hung and are 
the same size as the o r i g i n a l  windows. These windoks a r e  flanked with s h u t t e r s  
that were added a f t e r  1900. 

Porch: There seem t o  have been a porch on t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house s ince  it ~ k l s  

b u i l t .  The c i r c a  1880 photograph (See photograph #1) s h o a  a smll porch 
centered on t h e  f r o n t  of the house with wood columns, wood f loor ,  l a t t i c e  m r k  
surrounding t h e  space under the  porch f loor ,  and t h r e e  s tone  s t eps  leading up t o  
the porch. The e a r l y  porch w a s  replaced with a wrap-around porch sometime before 
1900. I t  probably wrapped completely around the  nor theas t  facade; however t h e  
1930s s i d e  addi t ion  has truncated p a r t  of it. (See Photograph #7) The present  
porch f loor  is concrete on a brick foundation, replac ing a wood deck and l a t t i c e  
surround. There a r e  seven d o r i c  colunms support ing a standing seam metal roof .  
Poured concrete s t e p s  lead up t o  the  porch. 

Southwest Elevation: In  t h e  1880 h i s t o r i c  photograph (See photograph #I), t h e  
southwest facade of the  o r ig ina l  house has no windows on e i t h e r  f i r s t  o r  second 
s t o r y .  Today (See photograph #5), t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows, l i k e  those a t  t h e  
f r o n t  of the  house a r e  12/12 double-hung and a r e  t h e  same height,  but narrower. 
Evidence of e x t e r i o r  brick changes suggest t h a t  these  windows were added dur ing 
t h e  1920s. 

Northwest Elevation: Window a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house t h a t  were not  
d i s tu rbed  by addi t ions  are s imi la r  t o  window on t h e  f ron t ,  d i r e c t l y  opposite  
them. (Ghost i m g e s  of t h e  window placements e x i s t  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  northwest 
tall of Office No.3, opposite the  e x i s t i n g  windows.) There probably was a rear 
ent rance  i n t o  t h e  =in p a r t  of t h e  house a t  t h e  back of t h e  f r o n t  h a l l ,  which w a s  
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enclosed when the kitchen was added or remodelled. Access to the backyard is 
through the back addition. 

Northeast Elevation: The northeast facade had two windows on the first floor, 
which were centered on either side of the chimney. These windo~ presumbly 
matched the windows used elsewhere in the house. Today (See photograph #7), the 
first floor of the northeast elevation has a single 12/12 double-hung window and 
the second window was walled in at the time of the side addition. It is not 
known if these window openings are original to the house; in any case they are 
very early. The second floor still has no window. 

Mditions: Viewing the back of the house aids one in understanding how the 
original house has changed and how the northwest elevation was altered with two 
addit ions : a\ kitchen, sunroom, and bath, with room overhead, and a garage with 
room overhead, which also changed the northwest side of the house. The back 
addition on the northwest elevation was built sometime between 1854 and 1899, but 
the actual date cannot be clearly established, and this addition has been altered 
at least two times. The side addition on the northeast elevation was added in 
the 1930s, when the house underwent more renovations. The additions to the hause 
have been sympathetic to the original house. There have been no other additions 
added to the house since the 1930s. 

The dating of the construction of the 1-1/2 story back addition was based on 
photographic evidence and an educated guess. The dates for the other changes to 
this addition are based on an 1928 painting mrk order (See Illustration #1) and 
information given in the 1976 brochure Mononsalia Countv Bicentennial Comnittee 
Presents the Bicentennial House. The same is true for the side addition. This 
was dated using the information from this brochure. Land tax records for the 
time of the Vance and Meeks/Chadwick ownership are sketchy and of little use for 
dating the early changes. Once WW acquired the farmstead, the property becam 
tax exempt, and tax records could not be used to date the later chanqes to the 
house. 

Back Pddition: The back addition was originally 1-1/2 stories. This is clearly 
shown in historic photographs (Photographs #1 & # 2 ) .  The southwest side of this 
addition had a window very similar to the windows in the front. At some later 
date a small porch was added; the window was moved several feet to the west and 
replaced with a doorway into the addition (See photograph #2). The second floor 
of the back addition was enlarged after 1900 and before 1928 and featured a 
steeply pitched gable roof with gable dormers. (The ghost of this former roof 
line can be seen on the rear of the original structure.) The addition has a 
rerodeled second story, which was changed during the 1930s. The southwest facade 
has t m  pairs of 6/6 double-hung windows centered on the face of the first floor 
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(See photograph #5). The second f loor  has two w a l l  d o m r  windows s l i g h t l y  o f f -  
c e n t e r  with t h e  l o w  windows. Both of these  windows a r e  6/6 double-hung, but  
t h e  r i g h t  window is m c h  smaller .  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  back of the  addi t ion  (See photograph #6) has a p a i r  
of double-hung windows, which match the  windows on t h e  southwest s ide .  There is 
a smllez 1/1 double-hung window, with a wood sill ,  that is s l i g h t l y  off-center  
t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  r idge  l i n e .  The second f l o o r  has a p a i r  of 6/6 double-hung 
windows w i t h .  wood sills, centered on t h e  r idge  l i n e .  These window a r e  much 
smller than t h e  windows below them. 

Also at tached t o  t h e  northwest s i d e  is a small  concrete bunker, which covers 
t h e  stairs e x i t i n g  the basement, replacing a former bulkhead. The second f l o o r  
(See photograph #6) of t h e  northeast facade mirrors t h e  southeast  s i d e  w i t h  tvm 
dormer windows, although they a r e  both f u l l  s ized,  6/6 double-hung windows with 
wood sills. 

The f i r s t  f l o o r  has a doorway in to  t h e  ki tchen area. To the l e f t  of the 
ki tchen door is a p a i r  of 1/1 double-hung windows and t o  t h e  r i g h t  of this door 
is s i n g l e  1/1 double-hung window. Attached t o  t h i s  addi t ion  is a small wood 
screened porch, with a concrete f loor  and shed roof .  This porch was probably 
added i n  t h e  1920s. The f i r s t  f loor  is constructed of red brick using a 
s t r e t c h e r  bond, and t h e  second f loor  is shingled, with a gable roof. Eaves 
overhang a l l  s i d e s  of t h e  back addition. 

Side  M d i t i o n :  The 1930s s i d e  addit ion is tw s t o r i e s  high with a gable roof (See 
photograph # 7 ) .  The s i d e  addit ion was constructed with a garage on the f i r s t  
f l o o r  and o f f i c e  space on the  second. The f i r s t  f loor  is red brick w i t h  Flemish 
bond. The second s t o r y  is shingled. The appearance of t h i s  addit ion mirrors the 
o lde r  back addi t ion .  This leads t o  the  conclusion t h a t  the  older addi t ion   as 
changed t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  newer one. Eaves overhang a l l  four s ides  of the s i d e  
add i t ion .  

The second f l o o r  (See photograph # 4 )  of t h e  southeas t  facade ( f r o n t )  
r e f l e c t s  the  second f loor  of the  back addi t ion  with two dormers and 6/6 double- 
hung windows. A pedest r ian  door in to  t h e  garage is off-center  and t o  the l e f t  of 
t h e  window above it. The door has a v e r t i c a l  brick l i n t e l  with a c u t  s tone  
keystone. To t h e  r i g h t  of t h i s  doorway is a bricked-in window, which had an 
arched opening with a c u t  s tone keystone. The nor theas t  facade of the  s i d e  
a d d i t i o n  had no windows on e i t h e r  the  f i r s t  or  second f loor  (See photograph # 7 ) .  
The second f l o o r  of t h e  northwest s i d e  of the  add i t ion  (back) r e f l e c t s  t h e  f r o n t  
and includes two  d o r m r s  with 6/6 double-hung windows (See photograph #6) 

On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t o  the  l e f t  of t h e  garage doors is a doorway, t h a t  is an 
entrance  t o  t h e  back s t a i r c a s e .  This doorway has a v e r t i c a l  brick l i n t e l  with a 
c u t  s tone  keystone and a c u t  s tone sil l .  A small  concre te  block addi t ion  (See 
photograph #6) with a shed roof was added t o  t h e  garage sometime i n  t h e  1950s o r  
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1960s t o  g ive  the  garage more depth for  more s torage  or  longer vehicles.  This 
extension has a doorway in to  t h e  garage and, next t o  t h i s  entrance, two garage 
doors which swing out.  

I n t e r i o r  
The Vance Farmhouse was b u i l t  as a dwelling, but  t h e  house has had m y  

o the r  uses, and through the  years, addit ions and changes have been made, 
r e f l e c t i n g  its use as a dwelling, and more recently,  o f f i c e  space. Bathrooms 
have been added i n  t h e  addit ions.  Pa r t  of the  o r i g i n a l  hallway leading t o  the 
rear of the house vas  closed off and made in to  a c l o s e t .  Additional c l o s e t  space 
was added i n  t h e  u p s t a i r s  rooms of the  o r i q i n a l  house. The o r ig ina l  f loor  has 
been covered w i t h  red oak tongue and groove f looring.  This f loor ing is used 
throughout t h e  house, with the  exception of the  second f l o o r  of the  s i d e  
addi t ion .  The other  major change was t o  t h e  f i r ep laces ,  which have been a l t e r e d  
t o  accept  gas heaters .  

To the r i g h t  of t h e  f ron t  ha l l  is t h e  former pa r lo r  and t o  t h e  l e f t ,  the 
d in ing  room; both now a r e  o f f i ces  (See f i r s t  f loor  p l a n ) .  The forrrrer par lor ,  now 
Office No. 1, has a f i r e p l a c e  with an oak m t e l p i e c e ,  with Ionic  columns 
suppor t ing t h e  m t e l  shel f  and a red t i l e d  hearth (See photograph #9) .  To the 
l e f t  of the mantel is a bui l t - in  bookcase. 

The m t e l p i e c e  i n  the  f o m r  dining room, now Office No. 2, is p la in  and 
unadorned, but  made of mahogany shel f  and surround (See photograph # l o ) .  There 
is a white t i l e d  hearth.  (Please note both of t h e  m t e l p i e c e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
painted,  but  both are scheduled fo r  r es to ra t ion . )  On e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  
f i r e p l a c e  a r e  windows with sea t s .  

Opposite t h e  f r o n t  door is a s t a i r c a s e  that winds t o  t h e  l e f t  and doubles 
back t o  t h e  second f loor  (See photograph #11). A t  t h e  landing is the  entrance t o  
the back addi t ion .  The o r iq ina l  walnut r a i l i n g  is still  i n t a c t .  On the  second 
f l o o r  a r e  two former bedrooms, one now Office No. 3 (See photograph #12) and an 
Arch i t ec tu ra l  Draft ing Studio (See photograph #13),  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
h a l l ( S e e  second f loor  p l a n ) .  Both of these  room have f i r ep laces  with i d e n t i c a l  
painted mantelpieces; these  a r e  unadorned, with t h e  shelves  supported by brackets  
(See photograph #13) .  The s tudio  has blue t i l e d  hearth,  and Office No. 3 has a 
white t i l e d  hearth.  Both room have heavy ra ised  panel doors. 

The f i r s t  f l o o r  of the  back addit ion is entered through the  dining area,  
through two doors; t h e  r i g h t  doorway en te r s  the  ki tchen and t h e  l e f t  door e n t e r s  
t h e  sun room. A t  t h e  back of t h e  kitchen is a s h o r t  hallway leading t o  t h e  sun 
room and a smll bathroom. There is a l s o  a door t o  t h e  c e l l a r .  On the  second 
f l o o r  opposite  t h e  s t e p s  is Office No. 5; counterclockwise is a small c l o s e t ,  
Of f i ce  No. 4 (See photograph # 1 4 ) ,  a bathroom, a l a r g e  c lose t ,  the  s teps ,  and a 
l a r g e  c l o s e t .  
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The s i d e  addi t ion is a garage on t he  f i r s t  f loor  and Office No. 6 (See 
photograph# 15) on t he  second f loor .  I n  t he  southwest corner of the  o f f i c e  is a 
bathroom. Access t o  the  main s t r uc tu r e  is gained through another bathroom 
adjacent  t o  the previously mentioned bathroom in to  t h e  Architectural  Draft ing 
Studio. 

There is a basement area  beneath t h e  back addi t ion which w a s  probably added 
i n  t h e  1920s. There is a a a w l  space beneath t h e  o r i g ina l  house. There is no 
crawl space o r  basement beneath t he  s i d e  addition. 

As of t h e  sumner of 1990, the  i n t e r i o r  of t he  Vance Farmhouse was painted and 
genera l ly  repaired.  The ex te r io r  of t h e  house is scheduled t o  be painted i n  the near 
fu ture .  The roof scheduled fo r  replacement a t  s o m  fu tu re  date.  



............................................................... 
8. Statement of Significance 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: State 

Applicable National Register Criteria: A,B 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : N/A 

Areas of Siqnif icance: .Agriculture 
Education 

Period(~) of Significance: 1854-1899 
1899-1938 

Significant Dates: 1854, 1879, 1899, 1915 

Years of Alterations: 1860s or 1870s, 1920s and 1930s 

Significant Person(s1: Frorrme, Frederick Denton 
A d d ,  Horace 
Vance, Addison S. 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

ArchitectAuilder: not known 

State significance of property, and justify aiteria, aiteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
-x- See continuation sheet. 

The Vance Farmhouse, built circa 1854, is historically significant for the 
th- of agriculture and education. Addison Vance was a successful Morgantown 
businessnran and farmer, who reportedly established the farm to conduct 
experiments in agriculture. Vance sold the farmtead to his sons-in-law Samuel 
Chadwick and Thonras Meeks in 1879 and they continued to operate the farm until 
its sale to West Virginia University in 1899. The farmhouse is associated with 
the national agricultural mvements of the late nineteenth-century, that 
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advocated agricultural education and research. Specifically, these mvements 
m e  the establishment of the land-grant college system for agricultural 
education under the 1862 Morrill Act and the federal funding of agricultural 
research and develovt under the Hatch Act of 1887. In 1899, the Vance 
Farmstead and farmhouse were acquired by West Virginia University for use as the 
university's experhmtal farm. Horace Atwood and Fred Frormre, prominent persons- 
in the forefront of these m v m t s ,  were tm early men to reside at the Vance 
Farmhouse. F r o m ,  dean of the College of Agriculture and later head of the West 
Virginia University Agricultural Extension Service lived in the house from 1915 
to 1938. F r o m  left the university to become the head of the United States 
Departmnt of Aqriculture's Office of the Experiment Stations, the office 
overseeing the experiment station system. The house has had m y  uses since it 
was first acquired by the university. In addition to being used as faculty 
housing, the house was used as the Dairy Farm manager's residence, for farm 
storage and as the office of the West Virginia University Mining Extension 
Service. Presently, the farmhouse is the headquarters and offices of the West 
Virginia University Institute for the History of Technology and Industrial 
Archeology. 

The Addison Vance Farmhouse was built circa 1854 as a farmhouse for a 
wrking agricultural farm. Vance purchased the 110-acre property in 1852 from 
Joel Ridgeway for the sum of $3,50OX. Reportedly, Vance purchased the land for 
use as an experimental farm2, however, no details are available about the 
agricultural experiments that supposedly took place here. Census records for the 
1860s and 1870s indicate that Pddison Vance was a fanner. Vance had a very 
interesting career. He carre to Morgantown from Winchester, Virginia, in 1835 and 
began mking hats. In later life, Vance was a delegate to the Wheeling 
Convention in May 1861, School Codssioner, began mail service in Morgantown 
about 1850, operated the National Hotel in Morqantown and ran for Congress in 
1853. Vancels daughter Sabra rrrarried George C. Sturqiss, a leading 

Deed Book Old Series No. 20, Mononqalia County, West Virginia, 

Bernard L. Butcher, Genealosical and Personal History of the Umer 
Mononuahela Valley, West Virainia, Vol. 11 (Baltimre: Genealogical Publishing 
Co., 19781, p. 1282. 

Samuel T. Wiley, Hi 
Settlements to the Present Time: With Numerous Biosra~hical and Farnilv Sketches 
(Kingwocd, W.Va.: Preston Publishing Co., 18831, pp. 144, 363, 586, 602, 768. 
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early-twentieth-century Morgantown industrialist; the town of Sabraton, West 
Virginia was named for hez after her deathsq 

The Agricultural Census for 1860 indicates that the Vance Farm consisted of 
horses, milk cows, cattle, swine, and oxen and that Vance grew corn and oats 
(grains typically grown in Monongalia County at that time), probably for use as 
animl fodder. The Vance Farm was successful in comparison to other farms of the 
same size in the census. The value listed for Vance's farm equipmnt w a s  mch 
greater than any of his neighbors, indicating success and wealth.' 

Vance sold the property to his sons-in-law Samuel G. G&wid< and Thorn J. 
Meeks in 1879 for the sum of $8,0006. Census records for 1880 list both of these 
men's families as residing at the house; the men were listed as fanners. Tho- 
Meeks was later a storekeeper7 and the 1900 census lists him as a coal operator. 
Samuel Chadwic! was active in the state grange, and in 1877, he was elected myor 
of Morgant~wn.~ 

West Virginia University (known as West Virginia Agricultural College until 
1868) was established in 1867 as a land-grant institution under the 
administration of the m d e d  1862 Morrill Act .  The act was the result of the 
pressure by agricultural societies to establish institutions to teach 
agricultural sciences. The act was amnded in 1864 to allow land grants for 
states admitted to the union after 1862. Western lands were granted to states 
with the profits from these sales to be used for the establishment of state 
universities. Land-grant institutions under the Morrill Act were required to 
offer course work in the mechanical arts and agriculture. Therefore, part of 
West Virginia University's mission was (and is) to provide an agricultural 
science curriculum and degree programs in agriculture. West Virqinia 
University's agriculture program w a s  slowly established, and it  as not until the 
1890s that a degree in agriculture w a s  actually conferred. Part of the reason 
for this long delay was the fact that the university's mission focused rmre on 
agricultural research than teaching. 

E a r 1  L. Core, The Mononqalia Storv, A Bicentennial History, Vol. IV: 
Industrialization (Parsons, WV: McClain Printing Co., 19821, p. 561. 

' Agricultural Census of 1860, Productions of Agriculture, Monongalia 
County, West Virginia, p. 41. 

Deed Book No. 14, Mononqalia County, West Virginia, pp. 79-80. 

Core, The Mon Storv, Vol IV, p. 437. 

Ibid, p. 6 0 3 .  
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The Hatch Act of 1887 provided the first federal funding of research for the 
improverent of crops and livestock thzough the experiment station system. Like 
the land-grant system, the experiment station system legislation was the result 
of the pressure of the Grange, a populist farmers organization advocating 
farmers' rights and increased agricultural research. These experiment stations 
were established at colleges with departments of agriculture, in particular at 
the land-grant institutions. The experiment station's role was to be a research 
institution, for exanple, to develop and test seeds for better crop yields or 
soil improvement through improved fertilizers or the breeding of livestock. 
Thus, there was a need for working farm to actually plant crops or raise 
livestock and measure the results. The results of these experiments were m d e  
public in the form of bulletins. 

West Virginia University Experimnt Station was established in 1888, using 
Hatch Act funds; the station was located on the rrain campus. In 1894, the 
university purchased a farm near the present intersection of Protiman and 
VanGilder Streets in Morqantown for use as the experimental farm, but this first 
farm proved unsatisfactory, and the Vance Farmstead ws purchased in 1899 as the 
replacement. The farm property cost $5,5009, for approximtely ninety acres and 
included the Vance Farmhouse. The new experimental farm was laid out in plots 
for growing grains and animl forage, and experiments were begun in anirrval 
husbandry, with the feeding of poultry and sheep. 

Experimnt Station leadership was critical to its success, and from the 
beginning, the station began attracting m y  outstanding scientists to fill this 
need. One of these was Horace Atwood, who became the first university person to 
dwell at the Vance Farmhouse following its purchase as the experimental farm. 
Atwood served the experiment station for over thirty years, becoming a leading 
national authority in the field of poultry hu~bandry.~~ Later in 1912, Atwood 
become the head of Poultry Husbandry at the Experiment Stati~n.~~ 

The Vance Farmhouse became known as the Dean's House after a succession of 
deans of the College of Agriculture lived there. Fred Denton F r o m  was the 
first dean to reside in the house, living there from 1915 to 1938. F r o m  came 
to the Experiment Station in 1915 as a plant pathologist. From 1928 to 1933, he 
was the dean of the College of Agricnlture and director of the Experiment 

Deed Book No. 50, Monongalia County, West Virginia, p.  457. 

Earnest J. Nesius, The First Hundred Years: A History of the West 
lJlrsinia Asric~ltural and Forestzv Emeriment Station (Parsons, WV: McClain 
Printing Co., 19881, pp. 37-38. 

Ibid, p. 45. 
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Station. In 1933, Fromne became the acting head of the West Virginia 
Aqricultural Extension Service. After leaving West Virginia, Fromne became the 
head of the United States Department of Agriculture's Office of the Experiment 
Stations, the federal department overseeing the experiment station system.l2 

TW mre deans resided in the house. Dean Clayton R. Orton lived there from 
1938 to 1949. Dean Orton was succeeded by Dean Harry Ross Varney, who lived in 
the house from 1950 to 1957. Dean Varney was the last dean to reside in the 
house. 

From 1957 to 1962 the house was unoccupied. From 1962 to 1967, the Vance 
Farmhouse was used as the residence of the manager of the university Dairy Farm. 
By the mid-1970s, the house was being used for farm storage. The Vance Farmhouse 
was renamed the Bicentennial House for the celebration of m i c a ' s  Bicentennial 
in 1976 and was used as a shotcase for exhibits on Monongalia County history. 
During that time, it became a well-known house in the county, one that the 
conxnunity has prized highly and has pressured the university to save. Following 
the Bicentennial, the house used as the office of West Virginia University 
Mining ESctension Service. Since September 1990 it has been used as the 
headquarters and offices for the West Virginia University Institute for the 
History of Technology and Industrial Archeology. The Institute's purpose is to 
aid projects in the fields of the history of technology, industrial archeology 
and the preservation of engineering works within West Virginia and the 
Appalachian Region. 

== Ibid, pp. 68-69. 
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