
Primary Sources by Chapter 
 
Prologue: Why the West? 

0.1 The Travels of Marco Polo  
0.2 Alexis de Toqueville, Introduction to Democracy in America 

 
Chapter 1: Innovation in World Civilization 

Pre-History 
1.1 Cave Painting in Altamira  

The Ancient Near East 
1.2 The Code of Hammurabi 

The Classical World 
1.3 Plato, Parmenides 
1.3 Aristotle, Organon 
1.3 Virgil, The Aeneid 
1.3 Cicero, On the Laws 
1.3 Code of Justinian  

Ancient China 
1.4 Analects of Confucius 

Other Great Civilizations 
1.5 The Lotus Sutra 
1.5 The Quran 
1.5 The Hadith 

Astonishing Human Ingenuity 
1.6 The Old Testament 
1.6 The Aztec Civilization 
1.6 Francis L. Hawks, Expedition of an American Squadron . . . to Japan 

A Latecomer 
1.7 The Reign of Charlemagne 
1.7 The Rule of St. Benedict 
 

Chapter 2: Medieval Transformations 
Agricultural Revolution 

2.1 Manorial Management & Organization 
The Rise of Feudal Society 

2.2 Selection of Documents 
2.2 Wolfram von Eschenbach, Parzival 

The Urban Revolution 
2.3 Rise of Medieval Towns 

Technological Innovations 
2.4 Medieval Industry and Inventions 

Commercial Revolution 
2.5 The Bardi Crash 

Construction Boom 
2.6 C. H. Moore, The Development and Character of Gothic Architecture 

Literary Flowering 
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2.7 Chretien de Troyes, Yvain, or the Knight with the Lion  
Women’s  Social  Status 

2.8 Bede, Ecclesiastical History of England 
The Divine Comedy and Medieval Culture 

2.9 Dante, The Divine Comedy 
Music and Art 

2.10 Paintings by Cimabue and Giotto Compared 
 
Chapter 3: Papal Revolution 

The Early Church  
3.1 The Four Christian Gospels 
3.1 Tertullian, On the Testimony of the Soul 
3.1 The Origins of Christian Asceticism 

The Western Church 
3.2 Augustine of Hippo, Confessions 
3.2 Bede, Ecclesiastical History of England 
3.2 Augustine of Hippo, The City of God 

Reform Builds 
3.3 Dante, The Divine Comedy 

Revolutions in the Church 
3.4 Foundation Charter of Cluny 

Revolution in Learning 
3.5 Universities and Student Life 
3.5 St Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica 

Revolutions in the Law 
3.6 Sachsenspiegel 

The Investiture Conflict 
3.7 Prohibition of Simony, Marriage of the Clergy, and Lay Investiture 

Spiritual Revolutions in the Church 
3.8 Al-Ghazali, The Rescuer from Error  
3.8 Aquinas, Summa Theologica 

Political Revolutions in Christendom 
3.9 Raimon de Cornet, Anti-Clerical Poem 
3.9 Petrarch, Letter Criticizing the Avignon Papacy  

 
Chapter 4: Military Revolutions 

Ancient and Early Medieval Warfare 
4.1 Military Campaign of Alexander the Great 

Medieval Warfare 
4.2 The Song of Roland 
4.2 Chrétien de Troyes, Erec and Enide 

European Arms Race 
4.3 Machiavelli, The Prince  

Infantry Revolution 
4.4 The Battle of Crécy 

War and the Origins of Representative Government 
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4.5 Manner of Holding Parliament 
Gunpowder Revolution 

4.6 Nicolò Barbaro, The Siege of Constantinople 
Revolution in the Nature and Scale of War 

4.7 The  Thirty  Years’  War 
 

Chapter 5: Discovery of the World 
5.0  Herodotus, The Histories 

Migrations 
5.1 Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks 
5.1 Bede, Ecclesiastical History of England 

Internal Colonization 
5.2 Bede, Ecclesiastical History of England   
5.2 The Magdeburg Law  

The Crusades 
5.3 The Templars 
5.3 The Hospitallers 
5.3 Speech of Urban II  

World Travelers 
5.4 St Willibald 

Global Traders 
5.5 Richard Hakluyt, Chancellor’s  Passage  to  Russia 

Seafarers and Explorers 
5.6 Francis Pretty, Sir  Francis  Drake’s  Famous  Voyage  Round  the  World  
5.6 Cabot’s  First  voyage 

Conquerors 
5.7 Hernán Cortés, Account of the City of Mexico 

 
Chapter 6: Explosion of the Printed Word 

Icon, Token, Symbol 
6.1 Early Writing Systems 

Papyrus, Scroll, Codex 
6.2 The Codex 

Libraries 
6.3 The Founding of Renaissance Libraries 
6.3 A University Library 

The Printing Revolution 
6.4 An Early Printing Shop 

Publishing Boom 
6.5 John  Foxe,  “The  Invention  and  Benefit  of  Printing” 
 

Chapter 7: The Reformation 
7.0 The Tyndale Bible 

The Renaissance 
7.1 Erasmus, The Praise of Folly 

Worldly Theologians 
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7.2 Struggles for Reform 
Voices from Below 

7.3 Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love 
7.3 Thomas à Kempis, The Imitation of Christ  

Luther 
7.4 The Ninety-Five Theses 

Social and Political Transformations 
7.5 The Twelve Articles of the Swabian Peasants 

Christendom Shattered 
7.6 Theresa of Ávila, The Way of Perfection 
7.6 John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion 
7.6 The Autobiography of St. Ignatius 

The Foundations of Modern Rights 
7.7 John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion 
7.7 John Comenius on Education 

 
Chapter 8: Scientific Revolutions 

8.0 Darwin, On the Origin of Species 
Ancient and Medieval Roots 

8.1 Roger Bacon, Opus Majus 
Methods and Approaches 

8.2 The Origins of the Royal Society 
Life Sciences 

8.3 Antonie van Leeuwenhoek, Observations 
Cosmology 

8.4 Copernicus 
8.4 Galileo 

Demystifying Nature: Chemistry and Electricity 
8.5 Boyle 
8.5 Lavoisier 

The Enlightenment 
8.6 Voltaire, Letters on the English 

The Dark Side of Modern Science 
8.7 Alfred North Whitehead, The Concept of Nature 

 
Chapter 9: Commercial Revolutions  

Commodity Fetishes 
9.1 E. R. Billings, Tobacco: Its History, Varieties, Culture, Manufacture, etc. 

Agricultural Revolution 
9.2 Arthur Young, Travels in France 

Pooling Resources 
9.3 Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism 

The Banking Revolution 
9.4 The Rothschilds and the Emergence of Modern Banking 

Spreading Risk 
9.4 Samuel Pepys, The Great Fire of London 
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Sharing Information 
9.5 The Coffee-House 

 
Chapter 10: Political Revolutions 

Foundations of Liberty 
10.1 St Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica 

Early European Self-Government 
10.2 Niccolò Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy 

The English Revolutions 
10.3 Magna Carta 
10.3 Manner of Holding Parliament  
10.3 Wallington, The English Civil War   

The American Revolution 
10.4 Thomas Paine, Common Sense 

France and the Revolutionary Tradition 
10.5 Rousseau, Of the Social Contract  
10.5 Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France 

 
Chapter 11: Industrial Revolution 

Accumulation of Resources 
11.1 Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Wealth of Nations 

Perfect Conditions 
11.2 The Lunar Society 

Scholarly Disputes 
11.3 Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Wealth of Nations 
11.3 Karl Marx, Capital: A Critique of Political Economy  

Chains of Innovation 
11.4 James Watt and the Invention of the Steam Engine 

Diffusion 
11.5 The  “Mill  Girls”  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts 

 
Chapter 12: Technological Revolutions 

Food Production 
12.1 John Harvey Kellogg, The Living Temple 

Harnessing Thunderbolts 
12.2 My Inventions: The Autobiography of Nikola Tesla 

Flashes of Inspiration 
12.3 The Streetcar and the Telephone 

Explosions in a Box 
12.4 Henry Ford, My Life and Work 
12.4 C. B. Thompson on Scientific Management  

Revolutions in Chemistry 
12.5 Henri Poincaré, Science and Hypothesis 

Electronics and Information Revolutions 
12.6 The Telegraph 

Concluding section 
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12.7 My Inventions: The Autobiography of Nikola Tesla 
 
Chapter 13: Crises of the West 

13.0 Lin Zexu, Letter to Queen Victoria 
Imperialism 

13.1 Karl Pearson, National Life From the Standpoint of Science 
World War I 

13.2 E. R. M. Fryer, Reminiscences of a Grenadier, 1914-1919 
Totalitarian Ideologies 

13.3 Adolph Hitler, Mein Kampf 
13.3 Karl Marx, Communist Manifesto 
13.3 Stalin’s  Purges,  1935 

World War II 
13. 4 Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Day of Infamy Speech 

The Cold War 
13.5 Winston  Churchill’s  Iron  Curtain  Speech 

 
Chapter 14: Social Revolutions 

14.0 Isabella Bird, The Yangtze Valley and Beyond 
The Revolutionary Middle Class 

14.1 Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America   
Bringing in One-Half of Humanity 

14.2 Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 
14.2 The Seneca Falls Convention 

Living like Lords and Ladies 
14.3 Florence Howe Hall, “To  Entertain  Small  Expense” 

Ending Discrimination 
14.4 Jean Bodin, Six Books of the Commonweal  

Explosion of Rights 
14.5 Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Emile, or On Education 

 
Conclusions: A New Kind of Society 
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