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Series Foreword

Geographically, Asia encompasses the vast area from Suez, the Bosporus, and
the Ural Mountains eastward to the Bering Sea and from this line southward
to the Indonesian archipelago, an expanse that covers about 30 percent of
our earth. Conventionally, and especially insofar as culture and customs are
concerned, Asia refers primarily to the region east of Iran and south of Russia.
This area can be divided in turn into subregions commonly known as South,
Southeast, and East Asia, which are the main focus of this series.

The United States has vast interests in this region. In the twentieth century
the United States fought three major wars in Asia (namely the Pacific War
of 194145, the Korean War of 1950-53, and the Vietnam War of 1965—
75), and each had profound impact on life and politics in America. Today,
America’s major trading partners are in Asia, and in the foreseeable future
the weight of Asia in American life will inevitably increase, for in Asia lie
our great allies as well as our toughest competitors in virtually all arenas of
global interest. Domestically, the role of Asian immigrants is more visible
than at any other time in our history. In spite of these connections with Asia,
however, our knowledge about this crucial region is far from adequate. For
various reasons, Asia remains for most of us a relatively unfamiliar, if not
stereotypical or even mysterious, “Oriental” land.

There are compelling reasons for Americans to obtain some level of concrete
knowledge about Asia. It is one of the world’s richest reservoirs of culture and
an ever-evolving museum of human heritage. Rhoads Murphey, a prominent
Asianist, once pointed out that in the part of Asia east of Afghanistan and
south of Russia alone lies half the world, “half of its people and far more
that half of its historical experience, for these are the oldest living civilized
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traditions.” Prior to the modern era, with limited interaction and mutual
influence between the East and the West, Asian civilizations developed largely
independent from the West. In modern times, however, Asia and the West
have come not only into close contact but also into frequent conflict: The
result has been one of the most solemn and stirring dramas in world history.
Today, integration and compromise are the trend in coping with cultural
differences. The West—with some notable exceptions—has started to see
Asian traditions not as something to fear but as something to be understood,
appreciated, and even cherished. After all, Asian traditions are an indispens-
able part of the human legacy, a matter of global “common wealth” that few
of us can afford to ignore.

As a result of Asia’s enormous economic development since World War II,
we can no longer neglect the study of this vibrant region. Japan’s “economic
miracle” of postwar development is no longer unique, but in various degrees
has been matched by the booming economy of many other Asian countries
and regions. The rise of the four “mini dragons” (South Korea, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, and Singapore) suggests that there may be a common Asian pattern of
development. At the same time, each economy in Asia has followed its own
particular trajectory. Clearly, China is the next giant on the scene. Sweeping
changes in China in the last two decades have already dramatically altered
the world’s economic map. Furthermore, growth has also been dramatic
in much of Southeast Asia. Today, war-devastated Vietnam shows great
enthusiasm for joining the “club” of nations engaged in the world economy.
And in South Asia, India, the world’s largest democracy, is rediscovering its
role as a champion of market capitalism. The economic development of Asia
presents a challenge to Americans but also provides them with unprecedented
opportunities. It is largely against this background that more and more people
in the United States, in particular among the younger generation, have started
to pursue careers dealing with Asia.

This series is designed to meet the need for knowledge of Asia among
students and the general public. Each book is written in an accessible and
lively style by an expert (or experts) in the field of Asian studies. Each
book focuses on the culture and customs of a country or region. However,
readers should be aware that culture is fluid, not always respecting national
boundaries. While every nation seeks its own path to success and struggles
to maintain its own identity, in the cultural domain mutual influence and
integration among Asian nations are ubiquitous.

Each volume starts with an introduction to the land and the people of a
nation or region and includes a brief history and an overview of the economy.
This is followed by chapters dealing with a variety of topics that piece
together a cultural panorama, such as thought, religion, ethics, literature and
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art, architecture and housing, cuisine, traditional dress, gender, courtship
and marriage, festivals and leisure activities, music and dance, and social
customs and lifestyle. In this series, we have chosen not to elaborate on elite
life, ideology, or detailed questions of political structure and struggle, but
instead to explore the world of common people, their sorrow and joy, their
pattern of thinking, and their way of life. It is the culture and the customs of
the majority of the people (rather than just the rich and powerful elite) that
we seek to understand. Without such understanding, it will be difflcult for
all of us to live peacefully and fruitfully with each other in this increasingly
interdependent world.

As the world shrinks, modern technologies have made all nations on earth
“virtual” neighbors. The expression “global village” not only reveals the nature
and the scope of the world in which we live but also, more importantly,
highlights the serious need for mutual understanding of all peoples on our
planet. If this series serves to help the reader obtain a better understanding of
the “half of the world” that is Asia, the authors and I will be well rewarded.

Hanchao Lu
Georgia Institute of Technology






Preface

Indonesian cultures include those of forest-dwelling hunters and foragers,
rice growers, fisher folk, village artisans, urban office and factory workers,
intellectuals, artists, wealthy industrialists, street vendors, and homeless
people. They involve villagers in customary societies, sophisticated and
cosmopolitan urbanites, as well as people who struggle to survive on city
streets: beggars, peddlers, prostitutes, and pedicab drivers. Moreover, waters
engulfing all Indonesian islands support seafaring peoples in contrast to
societies of the lands.

An extraordinary range of belief systems, material culture, and arts enliven
these thousands of islands—composing one of the most ethnographically
rich and diverse countries in the world. Majestic temples, complex poetry
and literature, lavish theatrical performances, rich mythologies, sophisticated
thinking, and splendid visual arts have distinguished Indonesia for centuries
and continue into the present. By the seventh century, people were creating
exquisite gold jewelry, elaborately detailed stone carving, and intricately
beautiful textiles that rival anything in the world today. Indonesians carry on
an artistic genius, constantly reinterpreting and refining their cultures in the
modern world. Yet, aside from Bali’s exotic reputation as an “island paradise,”
many Westerners (and most Americans) are almost unaware of this country
of 242 million people, the fourth most populous nation in the world.

Indonesia has suffered a tumultuous past in stages: under the oppression
of local rulers, European colonists, Japanese invaders, corrupt military
dictatorships, and currently multinational corporations. This history produced
a permanent underclass of people, but also instilled strength of spirit and skill
at survival in most ordinary Indonesians. In this new century, the future of



xii PREFACE

Indonesia, as of much of the world, remains problematic and uncertain. This
book attempts to give glimpses of some of the marvels, ingenuities, dilemmas,
social realities, diverse cultures and customs, and complex pasts and presents
of the Indonesian people.

Europeans have produced most of the modern written histories of this
region, although Indonesians have contributed much. Most general literature
about Indonesia focuses upon the central islands of Bali and Java. This book
will expand the scope to other islands of the world’s largest archipelago,
revealing something of the rich diversity of this nation.
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Homo erectus (“Java Man”) fossils discovered in East Java in
1891. Whether the fossil represents an ancestor of Homo sapiens
in Java remains uncertain.

First traces of Homo sapiens in Indonesia, as people were able to
migrate back and forth from the Asian mainland. The islands of
western Indonesia formed a peninsula with mainland Southeast
Asia, some call Sundaland. Papua New Guinea and neighboring
islands formed an extension of Australia.

The Ice Age began to subside and sea levels gradually rose to cover
landmasses and form islands of the Indonesian archipelago.

Austronesian migrations from Southern China began to move
through Indonesia.

Rulers of the archipelago opened trade routes between China
and India, creating great wealth in some local regions and
permitting foreign influences. Indians arrived in Sumatra, Java,
and Bali.

The area of southern Sumatra near Jambi and probably western
Java became main entrepots linking the Java sea region with

China.

First known inscriptions of South Indian Pallawa script used in
announcements by King Mulavarman in East Kalimantan.

Based on Chinese chronicles, Indonesian ships controlled most
trade in the archipelago and were sailing as far as China.
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Srivijaya emerged in Sumatra as the first great power in the
region. Inscriptions reveal teaching of Tantric Mahayana
Buddhism. Srivijaya controlled trade in the Melaka Straits
through providing a safe upriver port base at Palembang.
Sailendra dynasty developed a great rice plane polity in Central
Java. They ruled for 200 years, constructing the giant Buddhist
monument Borobudur.

Most Javanese rulers, for reasons unclear (but perhaps through
wars with Srivijaya of Sumatra) lost power. Airlangga became
the founder of Java’s first great empire, bringing central and east-
ern Java and Bali under some semblance of a united kingdom.

Kertanegara began a reign of rapid development in Javanese
culture and expansion beyond Java. After his death, his son-in-
law founded the most powerful kingdom ever to arise in Java:
Majapahit.

Italian explorer Marco Polo wrote of Islamic sultanate in Aceh,
northern Sumatra.

Majapahit’s fleets sailed to outer islands, in an expansive plan
by its prime minister Gajah Mada. A chronicle written at this
time, The Nagarakertagama, claimed that the empire held
sovereignty from Sumatra to Papua New Guinea. Srivijaya had
declined after losing control of maritime commerce to Chinese
shipping.

Majapahit went into decline after losing control of island
shipping trade and the opposition of the expanding Muslim
kingdom of Demak.

The Islamic Mataram kingdom rose to power, subjugating most
of Java and invading the formerly Hindu—Buddhist interior.

Portuguese conquered the city of Melaka, thus controlling the
Straits. Months later they sailed to eastern Indonesia seeking
spices.

The seafaring Makasar from South Sulawesi reached northern
Australia, on coastal Arnhem Land, in search of zrepang (sea
cucumbers) to sell to Chinese. They interacted with Aboriginal
people, leaving Makasar descendants and terminology.

The Dutch took Melaka from the Portuguese and began to
establish factories and plantations in Sumatra and Java. Jan
Pieterszoon Coen, Governor General of the Dutch East Indies,
took control of the spice trade in the Banda Islands and other
parts of eastern Maluku.
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CHRONOLOGY xvii

Atrocities in the Indies and ongoing trade battles with the Dutch
led to an unexpected invasion of Manhattan (then a Dutch
colony) by a British armada. This resulted in Holland’s forced
swap of Manhattan Island to the English in exchange for the
small Banda island of Run—a major turn in American history.

The Dutch East India Company began to lose money. The
Netherlands government took over its enterprise in the future
Indonesia.

Java fell under control of the British East India Company.
Thomas Stamford Raffles, as lieutenant governor, rediscovered
Borobudur, buried under centuries of volcanic soil. He arranged
for excavation.

Mt. Tambora erupted on Sumbawa Island, obliterating an
entire language group.

A period called the “Java Wars” raged against the Dutch. The
Netherlands also faced resistance in western Sumatra from
Islamic leaders of the Minangkabau.

A great commercial expansion of Dutch colonialism under “The
Cultivation System” demanded a percentage of crops from all
farmers. This period secured position and wealth for the elite
priyayi Javanese in complicity with Dutch colonists.

Publication of the novel Max Havelaar, written by a former
Dutch official, Douwes Dekker (under the pen name Multatuli)
describing the abuses of combined Dutch and Javanese elite rule
toward peasants.

The volcano Krakatoa erupted in the sea west of Java.

The Dutch created a more liberal Ethical Policy, in response to
criticism within Holland and other European nations. At this
point, the Netherlands controlled most of Indonesia.

On September 20 the Dutch advanced upon Denpasar, Bali.
The entire royal family and entourage marched toward them,
carrying only daggers. All were shot or committed suicide. This
day is remembered as Pupuran (Ending).

Borobudur excavation and restoration was completed under
Dutch administration.

Publication of Raden Kartini’s letters as a book in Holland. In
1920, it was published in English as Letters of a Javanese Princess,
telling of a young Javanese woman’s struggles with traditional
values and European modern ideas.
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Indonesian nationalism began to spread among a variety of
organized groups, from Muslims to Communists. Many became
organized under the Indonesian Nationalist Party, formed by
future President Sukarno.

World War II broke out and the Japanese conquered Indonesia.

After news of Japanese surrender, Sukarno proclaimed Indonesia
an Independent nation on August 17, 1945.

Holland had attempted to regain control of Indonesia, but
ceded it under international pressure, retaining only West
Papua. Indonesia gained full sovereignty in 1949. Sukarno and
Muhammad Hatta became the first president and vice-president,
respectively, and developed a policy called Guided Democracy.

Mt. Gunung Agung erupted in Bali killing more than 1,000
people.

An attempted coup occurred on September 30, leaving six military
generals and one child murdered. General Suharto, senior surviv-
ing officer, seized command, becoming the new leader of Indone-
sia. The full reality behind this coup remains a mystery.

Rumors circulated widely after the failed coups that a commu-
nist women’s group had also mutilated the murdered generals.
A violent frenzy swept Indonesia as the army and citizens killed
communists and others. In Bali up to 80,000 were murdered.
Tens of thousands died in North Sumatra and Java. The total
number of deaths over these years is estimated at more than a

half million people.

In March Sukarno officially handed the Presidency over to
Suharto, and then went into exile. Suharto rapidly centralized
power in a tight system of military control. Under his absolute
authority, New Order Indonesia began.

Indonesia joined the United Nations. A new Indonesian foreign
investment law began a wave of international capital in the country.
Oil exports brought much revenue into Indonesia, and a program
of economic development began. Achievements were phenomenal,
involving infrastructure, industry, healthcare, and schools.

The Dutch ceded its last outpost, West Papua New Guinea to
Indonesia. The region was then renamed Irian Jaya (Victorious
Papua).

Indonesian forces invaded East Timor, recently independent
from Portugal, with acquiescence (if not prompting) of the
United States and Australia. A battle ensued lasting almost 25
years, as people resisted occupation and Indonesian forces killed
many thousands of East Timorese.
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1998-1999
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CHRONOLOGY xix

A book of political dissident, Pramoedya Ananta Toer, 7his
Earth of Mankind, was published in Indonesian in Jakarta.
Three more novels followed, written while Toer was in a prison
camp on the island of Buru, called the Buru Quartet. Suharto
banned the books in Indonesia.

The New Order under Suharto retained power and political
repression and corruption progressed. Simultaneously, economic
growth continued, producing a growing Indonesian middle class.

The Asian financial crisis hit after the dramatic fall of the Thai
baht. Currencies of Southeast Asia plummeted. The Indonesian
rupiah lost 80 percent of its former value. Suharto failed to
comply with reforms demanded by International Monetary
fund and continued “crony capitalism.” This caused further
economic woes and massive public disgust with Suharto.

Suharto was re-elected unopposed to his seventh presidential
term. Security forces shot four protesting university students in
Jakarta, and the “May Riots” swept the city. Rioters attacked
mostly government and commercial buildings as the city
ignited in flames. Thugs targeted the Chinese community, loot-
ing, raping, killing, and burning their homes and businesses.
Three thousand buildings were razed. On May 21, having lost
support of the military, Suharto passed the Presidency to his
Vice-President, B. J. Habibie.

Violence raged across Indonesia: Kalimantan Dayaks
murdered transmigrants from Madura; religious war between
Christians and Muslims created death and devastation in
Ambon; gangs controlled streets of provincial cities; and
a war between clans left many dead in Sumba. Much of
Indonesia was in anarchy.

In January President Habibie announced publicly that East
Timor could vote for autonomy or independence. This fueled
a wave of separatist movements across Indonesia and upset the
military. Losing a vote of confidence in parliament, Habibie
resigned from upcoming elections. In national elections,
after much delay, debate, and confusion, on October 19
Abdurrachman Wahid became fourth Indonesian President
and Sukarno’s daughter, Megawati Sukarnoputri became Vice-
President. Under the auspices of the occupying United Nations,
East Timor voted overwhelmingly for national independence
on August 30. Upon exiting the new nation, the Indonesian
army and pro-Indonesian Timorese incinerated much of the
region and forcibly evacuated thousands across the border to
Indonesian West Timor.
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CHRONOLOGY

Following his liberal policies, openness to autonomy of
various regional groups, and his poor health, President Wahid
was impeached through military efforts in July. Megawati
Sukarnoputri became President of Indonesia.

On October 12 a terrorist car bomb exploded at a Bali
nightclub, killing over 200 and destroying a city block. The
group responsible claimed that they meant to kill Americans in
retaliation for George W. Bush’s Middle Eastern policies. Other
attacks would follow in Jakarta and then again in Bali. Islamic
Fundamentalism was growing in Indonesia through groups like
Jemaah Islamiyah (Islamic Congress).

Megawati ruled as a detached elite, and Indonesia deteriorated.
Conflicts and anarchy raged across the archipelago. The military
became involved in organized crime rackets, and people became
ever more disillusioned.

Discovery of small human-like fossils on the island of Flores,
named Homo floresiensis.

Indonesians elected a new President, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
(“S.B.Y”) a retired general offering hope of strength, reform, and
much needed order. His Vice-President was Jusuf Kalla. S.B.Y.
won the first direct election in Indonesian history, as people
voted for individuals and not parties.

On December 26, a massive tsunami devastated the region of
Aceh on the north coast of Sumatra, killing thousands.

Indonesian military forces withdrew from Aceh, after 31 years.
Acehnese agreed to surrender weapons and drop demands for
independence. The national government ceded to Aceh much
of its natural gas and oil resources and agreed to limited self-
government for the region. A staunchly Islamic region, Aceh
voted sharia (conservative Islamic) law into its government.

A free press continued and some government reforms were
slowly progressing. The Constitutional Court and Judicial
Commission began to flex some power independent of politics
and cronyism.

On March 8 women’s groups took to the streets in Jakarta to
protest sharia (conservative Islamic) law, as a “porn bill” before
the House of Representatives would apply strict Muslim dress
codes and conduct to them, but not to men. They demanded
that the government focus on more valid issues, like domestic
violence and human trafficking.
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CHRONOLOGY xxi

On April 12, 5,000 trade union workers swarmed Jakarta and
Surabaya, Java, protesting the government’s support of business
interests over their own.

On April 30, writer Pramoedya Ananta Toer died in Jakarta at
the age of 82.

From April through July, Mt. Merapi in Central Java issued
signs of an imminent eruption, spewing lava and clouds of gas.

On May 27, a 6.2 earthquake struck near the city of Yogyakarta,
Java, killing more than 6,200 and leaving much of the region
in ruins.

On July 17, a major tsunami devastated the southwest coast
of Java, following a 6.8 earthquake. More than 50,000 people
became homeless and as many as 1,000 perished.






Land, People, and History

LAND AND CLIMATE

On December 26, 2004, a massive earthquake jolted the shores of northwest
Sumatra, Indonesia. Within hours immense tsunami waves virtually obliter-
ated the area of Banda Aceh, killing thousands. The quake’s ripple effect sent
tsunamis as far as Africa, Sri Lanka, and Thailand, wreaking devastation in the
southeastern hemisphere—particularly ravaging coastal populations in nine
countries of Southeast and South Asia. Resulting tremors followed in places
as distant as Alaska. The tectonic shift centered in the sea near the Sumatran
coast and the destruction in Banda Aceh and well beyond dominated the global
media. Many in the western hemisphere viewed the first televised images they
had ever seen of Indonesian people, from a region they knew little about.

The region of Banda Aceh, Sumatra, long had been a landing point for
less catastrophic but nonetheless profound influences—such as the spread of
trade from India and Arabia and probably the introduction of Islam to the
Indonesian and Malay archipelagos. Marco Polo traveled to Aceh in 1292
and reported the first Islamic sultanate in Southeast Asia.! In more recent
times, Aceh has experienced intense political strife and violence in a struggle
for independence from Indonesia. But this is one region of many this book
will explore, and there is much to cover.

A Volcanic Archipelago

Imagineacountry made up of more than 17,000 islands—over 6,000 inhabited,
roughly over 300 languages, and hundreds of ethnic groups stretching on either
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side of the equator for nearly 3,200 miles. Traveling by air across the length of
the world’s largest archipelago, scores of volcanoes appear through the clouds,
some with colorful crater lakes. Intricate ecologies of uniquely formed islands
and waterways have shaped the vibrant cultures inhabiting them.

This vast stretch of wildly diverse islands formed through tumultuous
geological events over thousands of years. A slow, perpetual movement of
continental plates from the Indian and Pacific Oceans shaped the archipelago,
causing some land masses to rise and others to sink into surrounding seas.
Indeed, the earthquake and tsunamis of December of 2004 followed an
abrupt tectonic shift deep in the ocean bed west of Sumatra.

An enormous series of arcs creates the southern Indonesian islands; a con-
centric sweep beginning northwest of Sumatra and stretching thousands of
miles eastward through the Maluku islands (formerly called the Moluccas) to
West Papua (Irian Jaya), continuing far beyond Indonesia across the Pacific
Ocean.

Before the end of the last Ice Age (about 17,000 years ago), shallow straits
connected much of the archipelago. As late as 10,000 B.c., people and animals
migrated from mainland Southeast Asia on foot to the Indonesian islands. Known
by geographers as the Sunda Shelf, approximately 15,000 years ago Sumatra,
Java, Bali, and Borneo (Kalimantan) were one land mass connected to the Asian
mainland, with shallow waters from the Gulf of Siam to the Java Sea.

Mountains, forests, rivers, and savannahs dramatically contour these ever-
changing lands, altered by volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, erosion, and
sedimentation. Explosive volcanoes produced or annihilated islands in the
past and continue to transform them. Among hundreds of volcanoes across
Indonesia, sixty-one remain active. Krakatoa, the most historically famous,
exploded in 1883 in the seas west of Java, killing more than 35,000 people
and changing climate patterns around the world for a year.” A yet greater
eruption (the second largest ever recorded in the world) took place on the
island of Sumbawa on Tambora mountain in 1815, killing approximately
50,000 people, obliterating the Tambora language group, and causing a
worldwide “year without summer.” Lake Toba in North Sumatra appeared
after an ancient volcano literally blew its top about 74,000 years ago—the
largest known eruption ever.

Other explosions, such as of Mount Gunung Agung in Bali in 1963,
destroyed villages and terrain, simultaneously strengthening people’s beliefs
in the supernatural. Indeed, to many Indonesians volcanic eruptions, earth-
quakes, droughts, wildfires, famines, and floods signal immanent changes
in human and metaphysical powers that be. Natural disasters often portent
the fall of a national or local regime. Such catastrophes preceded the fall of
ancient kings in Sumatra, Java, and Bali as well as the more recent demises
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of President Sukarno in 1965 and President Suharto in 1998. Thus, geology
(and all of nature) reinforces belief systems of Indonesian societies.

Volcanoes also provide the rich soils nourishing communities clustered at
their feet. Volcanic ash reinforces a fertility that would otherwise wash away
in the nearly two hundred inches of rainfall drenching Indonesia each year.
Most islands remain verdant from frequent rainfall, supporting rain forests
or intensive agriculture. Southeast islands such as Flores, Sumba, Savu, Rote,
Alor, and Timor lay dry and relatively barren of vegetation for half the year
or more, sitting within climate zones of Australia.

The Wallace Line, Upland and Lowland, Coastal and Aquatic

In the mid-nineteenth century British explorer and naturalist Alfred Russel
Wallace perceived a distinction between two zones of the Indonesian archipel-
ago.* He then proposed a bio-regional border, now accepted internationally as
the Wallace Line. Wallace observed sharp contrasts in flora and fauna across an
aquatic border running north to south between Bali and Lombok and separat-
ing Kalimantan and Sulawesi. To the west of this line, animals and plants com-
pared to those of Asia, including monkeys and tigers living amid jungle trees. To
the east, natural species resembled those of Australia, including Eucalyptus
trees, marsupials, and emus. Climate east of the border was notably drier than
islands to the west.

A largely monsoonal and volcanic region, Indonesia contains about 10
percent of the world’s (ever-shrinking) rain forests. Historically based upon
agricultural production, groups in Indonesia have practiced wet-rice cultiva-
tion in fertile lowland floodplains and swidden (slash-and-burn) agriculture,
hunting, and foraging in the less fertile upland regions. Populations and
political centers tended to cluster in lowland or coastal areas for rich soils and
commerce. People maximized many different ecological conditions, creat-
ing complementary needs and interests between groups. Thus, necessities of
reciprocal trade and services between highland peoples with those of coastal
regions, and between swidden and wet-rice agriculturalists, established inter-
dependant economies. For example, inland peoples might trade wood prod-
ucts, crafts, or garden produce for fish, salt, and imported goods from port
communities.

Indonesia is a hot, equatorial land, becoming chilly at high altitudes. Snow
falls only in West Papua around the mountain Puncak Jaya (16,503 ft.), which
contains permanent glaciers. Two seasons envelop the remaining islands, the
relatively cool rainy season between November and April, when monsoons
ride the winds from the South China Sea. For the rest of the year, a hot-
ter, drier season engulfs the archipelago. Annual temperatures typically range
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from 61 to 91 degrees Fahrenheit with humidity from 50 to 90 percent.
Dense atmospheric moisture saturates days with sultry heat. Indonesians cus-
tomarily take a mid-day break from activities, much like the Spanish siesza.
At the hottest time of day (between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.), people return from
the fields, businesses close, and many sleep.

Water defines Indonesia as much as does land—to the extent that
Indonesians refer to their nation as tanah air, meaning “land and water.”
In a vast region of long maritime commerce and sustenance, oceans define
the archipelago as essentially as land in terms of human environments and
resources. The ubiquitous Indonesian seas abound in life supporting fishing
communities. In fact, some fisherfolk, such as those from the Sulu Islands
between the Philippines and Sulawesi, live on boats all year. Floating com-
munities of people animate the waters of some regions, regarding the sea as
home and the land as a place for trade, not settlement.

People Utilizing Land

Human impacts upon the land, such as wet-rice and swidden (slash-
and-burn) agriculture, reconfigured regions of Indonesia drastically. Wet-
rice agriculture versus swidden methods form a classic distinction between
geographical regions for scholars—contrasting the “Inner Indonesia” of Bali
and Java and the “Outer Indonesia” of all other islands.

People in heavily forested regions such as Kalimantan or West Irian practice
a slash-and-burn type of agriculture called ladang. These clearings cut from
forests support crops for two to three years, until exhausting soil nutrients.
Then people clear a new ladang. When farmed on a small scale, slash-and-
burn regions recover their original growth to a good degree. This type of
cultivation does not permit the population density of wet-rice agricultural
communities. Swidden settlements require about ten times the land that they
actually cultivate in a year. As people must walk long distances to their fields,
villages normally number a few hundred people, often living at some distance
from each other. Historically, these were fairly egalitarian societies, with no
place for kings. Swidden agriculturalists practiced animism, centering on
their plants, water, and ancestors.” They based beliefs in complex perceptions
of natural and supernatural realms.

Bali presents a marvel of cultivation through an intricate environment of
rice terraces, as water systems intrinsically sculpt much of the island.® More-
over, the elaborate irrigation systems required for wet-rice agriculture (called
sawah) are only possible through organized communities built upon social
cooperation. In Bali, subaks form such communal systems involving people
in associations for all aspects of maintaining extensively irrigated rice paddies.
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People adhere to the subak system not only for reasons of survival and social
cooperation, but also following religious beliefs defining the correct and
moral way of doing things in life. The religion of Bali is Hinduism, but like
belief systems throughout Indonesia, it incorporates many ancient animist
elements. Thus, geography, survival, activities, and beliefs mix in cultural and
metaphysical ideas throughout Indonesia.

PEOPLE

Societies in Indonesia reflect the natural diversity and splendor of the
routes, moorings, and interiors among thousands of sea-bounded land masses
forming this archipelago. Although interconnected historically through poli-
tics, trade, wars, colonialism, and the formation of the Republic of Indonesia,
each island remains distinctive. Moreover, remarkable social, religious, or
geographical differences emerge within islands as large as Sumatra or as small
as Savu.

With such variety, Indonesia defies simple categorizations. For example,
eastern Indonesian islands could as logically fall under categories of Western
Polynesia as of those of Southeast Asia, in terms of location, land, climate, and
headhunting and chieftain cultures. Western Indonesia experienced more
historical connections with mainland Southeast Asia, shares similar climate
and geographical features, and developed refined court cultures incorporating
Indian influences.

Cultures of Indonesia vividly reflect adaptations to land, climate, and
seas; the variety of languages and societies across the archipelago developed
through an insularity of islands (some far more than others) as well as the
many influxes of peoples and influences upon them. Communities in some
regions lived in relative isolation while others were part of great trading or
seafaring networks. Outside influences constantly arrived throughout the past
and while most evident in multi-ethnic port communities, they eventually
made their ways to the hinterlands through trade. Aside from some inland
mountain tribes, such as the Dani in West Papua (Irian Jaya), few people in
Indonesia have lived in complete isolation for long periods of time.

The oldest known human histories in Indonesia surfaced through
archaeological discoveries in Java. Human fossils termed Homo erectus (“Java
Man”) from Java date back to approximately 1.3 to 1.7 million years.” Re-
cent findings in 2004 in a cave on the island of Flores revealed fossil remains
of a small statured being (less than four feet tall). This newly-found human
was named Homo floresiensis, dated as living 18,000 years ago (other similar
remains were then found dating to 13,000 years). Discoverers of this fossil
nicknamed it “The Hobbit” because of its small size. Myths in Flores carry
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on to this day about a separate race of “little people,” which makes this human
fossil all the more compelling for anthropologists.® At this writing, Homo flore-
siensis holds the status of an individual species amid continuing controversy.

One scholar considers that the first Indonesian humans were of the broad
ethnic group we now call Australo-Melanesians and that they were the ances-
tors of the Melanesians of New Guinea, the Australian Aborigines, and the
small Negrito communities of the Malay Peninsula and the Philippines.’

Archaeological speculation suggests that due to the ancient exposure of
the Sunda Shelf (between the Malay peninsula and the western Indonesian
archipelago), many different peoples migrated and intermixed in prehistoric
times."” This explanation also traces the Indonesian islands and beyond lin-
guistically, with the beginning of the migration of peoples of the Austonesian
language group from Taiwan about 5,000 years ago—expanding as numer-
ous divisions migrated to various island regions. Some words derived from
the Austronesian language remain similar from Indonesia to Hawaii. The
Austronesians ventured as far as Madagascar, off the east coast of Africa and
to Easter Island in the eastern Pacific. They dramatically distinguished a huge
sweep of islands between Africa and the eastern Pacific as a megalithic arch.
Places Austronesians settled typically display large stone monuments. The
immense heads of Easter Island are the most famous examples.

Because ancient people across the Indonesian islands largely used tools
and built structures made from decomposable materials like bamboo, rattan,
wood, palm leaves, coconut shells, and grasses, little remains of their daily
lives for archaeological finding. In this wet, hot climate, organic matter rots
quickly, leaving few traces. Generally stone constructions like temples and
graves, and tools and artifacts of metal or stone remain of the past.

People living in the western region of Indonesia—including the islands
of Sumatra, Java and Bali—generally resemble those of the Malay peninsula
(now part of the nation of Malaysia), with straight black hair, round eyes, and
dark complexions. Toward the eastern areas of the Lesser Sunda Islands (Nusa
Tenggara Timur) and the Maluku archipelago, Papuan or Melanesian features
characterize populations. Tightly curled hair and darker skin tones distinguish
people of islands such as Flores, Timor, Ambon, or Papua. Before the last Ice
Age, the island now politically divided into Papua New Guinea and Irian Jaya
(West Papua) was connected by land to Australia. Indigenous peoples of the
Papuan island physically resemble Aboriginal peoples of Australia.

Throughout a vast region, however, all sorts of people have mixed over
many centuries; and on almost any sizeable island, might descend from ancestry
including Chinese, Indians, Arabs, Persians, Europeans, Africans, or islanders
across Southeast Asia and beyond. Portuguese brought Africans into their
colonies in Flores and East Timor. In East Timor today, some claim descent
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from Mozambique and Angola. Intermixing between all groups occurred to
the extent that there certainly is no one Indonesia physical “type,” and likely
there never was.

Languages

Linguists have distinguished two major language groups in Indonesia:
Papuan and Austronesian. In modern Indonesia it is possible to identify more
than 200 Austronesian and more than 150 Papuan (Melanesian) languages.''
Papuan languages persist in eastern regions of the archipelago, including one
group in East Timor, and stretch through some islands in Maluku and much
of inland West Papua. Austronesian also weaves through these regions and
delineating borders for language groups is difficult. Austronesian language
bases predominate through the archipelago west of Timor Island.

Since the seventeenth century, languages in many areas have become extinct.
This followed situations such as the Dutch capture of the Banda Islands in
1621, their extermination of most of the indigenous people, and thus the extinc-
tion of their language.'”” The massive eruption of Mt. Tambora, Sumbawa
in 1815 obliterated people of the Tambora language group. Other languages
disappeared as people migrated or mixed with others coming to their regions.
Since Indonesian independence in 1949, many formerly remote communities
have attended school, learned the national language of Bahasa Indonesia, and
have absorbed wider influences. Now, only thirteen Indonesian languages have
a million or more native speakers; linguists generally believe that languages
with fewer than this number are vulnerable to extinction."

The Malay language originated in Sumatra and spread through mercantile
centers of the Straits of Melaka, becoming the main trade vernacular of
coastal regions beyond. Javanese was a complex language, steeped in social
class distinctions and too difficult for traders to learn and use. Thus, Malay
spread through Java’s ports. In the colonial era, the Dutch insisted upon using
Malay as their language of law and administration. A publishing industry
beginning in the 1920s further established Malay as a language of legitimacy.
In 1928, the nationalist movement adopted Malay as the language of the
future independent state of Indonesia, calling it Bahasa Indonesia (Indonesian
Language).'

Ways of Life

The Chinese traded with Indonesia long before Europeans knew it existed
and some settled early on. Chinese became established traders and middlemen
in port towns, growing in numbers after Europeans arrived in the sixteenth
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century. A solid merchant class thus evolved adept at business management
and the accumulation of wealth. Many Chinese became some of the most
well-to-do business people in modern Indonesia, supported by the national
regime in return for political patronage. This caused resentment among com-
mon Indonesians, who typically did not practice the Chinese business acumen
and work ethic. Chinese came to dominate commerce and set up shops and
enterprises on the outermost islands.

Today roughly 50 percent of Indonesians occupy the densely populated
island of Java. The capital city of Jakarta contains about 10 million people and
Surabaya (the second largest) numbers almost 6 million. Less than half of the
nation’s population now lives in rural areas. Rural people support themselves
through wet-rice cultivation in Bali and Java. Through a program called zransmi-
grasi (transmigration), the Indonesian government (during the 1970s and 1980s)
transposed this agricultural system along with Javanese farmers to other islands.
This policy aimed to relieve population pressures in Java and to “Indonesianize”
other island peoples by converting them to wet-rice farming. Javanese rulers have
long equated wet-rice agriculture with being civilized. Transmigration was not
without problems, as Javanese tried to adapt to extremely different environments
and cultures. Further, they often faced resentment (for the land the government
allotted them) from indigenous peoples of the islands where they resettled.

Enclaves of wet rice paddies grow in Sumatra, coastal areas of Kalimantan,
the Makasar and Manado regions of Sulawesi, and lowlands of the Lesser
Sunda and Maluku islands. In places with low rainfall such as Sumba and
Timor, people grow rice and produce along rivers and invest much of their
energy into livestock. The small, dry island of Savu cultivates the lontar palm
for most of its needs, providing sugar, paper, oil, building materials, and trade
goods. As mentioned, people in deeply forested regions such as Kalimantan
and West Irian carry on slash-and-burn agriculture. Multi-national corpora-
tions leasing large regions from the Indonesian government, however, have
displaced many such people from forests to allow massive logging and mining
operations. These businesses have pushed indigenous peoples off of their lands
and devastated environments.

HISTORY
The Archipelago before European Contact

Indonesia’s aquatic passages carried traders from India, Arabia, Persia,
China, and mainland Southeast Asia in prehistoric time, later followed by
Europeans. The generally warm waters and rarity of storms in Indonesian seas
provided an hospitable, inviting meeting place in comparison to seas such as
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the Mediterranean," offering a favorable maritime environment. Boat build-
ing and navigation reached sophisticated levels on islands such as Sulawesi,
Bali, Java, and Sumatra, permitting people to travel widely, trade between
islands and mainland Asia, and migrate to other regions. The first European
boats arrived following a demand for Indonesian spices, especially nutmeg and
cloves—stimulating trade relations with the eastern islands of Maluku (the
famed “Spice Islands”) beginning in the sixteenth century. The seas became
avenues for widespread penetration of European ships with advanced naval
technology. This enabled conquest of people throughout the archipelago, fol-
lowed by colonialism.

By way of ocean routes, India had established trade with Java from about
the first century A.p. and the outermost Indonesian islands received goods from
China and India many centuries ago. Because of the rhythms of the monsoons
in island Southeast Asia, traders moving between India and China generally
needed to spend a season in port somewhere near the Straits of Melaka to
wait for the winds favorable for an onward journey.'¢ Effects from these coun-
tries were manifold through the islands, principally from India. Yet the waters
allowing Chinese and Indian trade also hindered the massive invasions these
powers carried out on mainland Southeast Asia. Thus, many islands absorbed
influences of world civilizations—trade goods, ideas, new foods, technology,
religion, material culture, agricultural innovations, and domestic animals—
gradually over centuries. People adapted such elements to their societies and
purposes.

An historical account of Indonesia characterizes indigenous ways of accounting
history, in describing early Sumatran kingdoms:

Affirming a particular version of the past was never an urgent priority in a culture with
relatively diffuse awareness of authority, where the sea offered countless options for
people who were at home in boats and where agriculturalists were dispersed in many
small riverine enclaves."”

In fact, there are few written early accounts of history from the Indonesian
region, although some do exist, especially from Bali, Java, and Sulawesi.
Chinese court visitors to the islands and eventually Europeans such as Marco
Polo provided descriptive writings of life in the archipelago many centuries
ago. Particularly in Sumatra and Java, much international trade and politi-
cal activity took place in thriving societies, drawing in foreigners with their
developed Hindu—Buddhist centers.

Through the Indonesian islands and Southeast Asia, political power has
functioned through what scholars call a center and periphery model."® That
is, rulers exerted influence from the center of an area surrounded by followers
extending out to a periphery. Imagine a circle with a powerful light at the
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center. The intensity of this light gradually becomes diffused toward the
edges of the circle. Beyond the circle would be the dimmed outer boundaries
of another region of people allied to a ruler at the center of their political area.
This model typified large kingdoms and small village regions.

An important ancient mark of political power throughout Southeast Asia
rests in the ability of leaders to attract large followings of people. One analysis
concludes, “What Euro-Americans commonly regard as ‘real’ power (influ-
ence over other persons) would only be possible to one already favored by
invisible forces. The real question was how long those forces would continue
to confer their favor.””” Such views toward power or its deterioration pro-
foundly affected recent elections in Indonesia and changing political condi-
tions. To comprehend modern Indonesian politics, one must acknowledge
deeply historical ideas of the meanings and workings of power through the
potency of leaders.

Throughout history, controlling populations was far more important than
owning land. Subjects would serve a ruler in exchange for protection, gifts,
prestige, or simply peace. If he ruled too harshly or failed to care for his sur-
rounding population, many would simply move to a more favorable region.
Thus followings were flexible and populations could suddenly shift.

The Rise of the Great Hindu-Buddhist Kingdoms

During the last half of the seventh century, the region around the city
of Palembang in southeastern Sumatra became the center of the Srivijaya
Empire. Palembang at that time controlled trade and shipping through the
Straits of Melaka—a vital commercial route for many Asian powers and later
Europeans. This maritime control produced immense wealth for the Srivijaya
Empire, who sent ships to China and Sri Lanka. Although information of
Srivijayan history is scant, it dominated the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and
western Java for much of five hundred years. After centuries of power, Srivijaya
went into decline following the expansion of Chinese shipping through the
archipelago, involving Malay, Thai, and Javanese ports and dispersing con-
trol of the Palembang kingdom.*

During an architecturally flamboyant period (eighth and ninth centu-
ries) in central Java, the immense Buddhist temple Borobudur arose under
the Sailendra dynasty. The region grew clustered with numerous temples,
including Hindu structures in the mountain-bordered Dieng Plateau and
a large Hindu complex at Prambanan. These monuments represented rice
plain societies, with different political dynamics than those of the cosmo-
politan ports. These inland societies involved specific types of eco-regions,
with leaders controlling the water associations essential to maintain wet-rice
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agriculture. One historian wrote that “the behavior of the gods, like the
behavior of the farmers, was shaped by the human planting cycles, for they
came down to inhabit their shrines only on special days, usually related to the
planting schedule.”” This remains the case throughout Indonesia, whether
involving rice paddies in Java or Bali or cornfields in Timor. People appeal
to supernatural forces to provide land with water and ensure fertility of their
crops. In this way, ongoing relations between people, gods and goddesses,
ancestors, spirits, and agriculture are vital to Indonesian societies.

The great Javanese empire of Majapabhit rose as a rice plain polity. Coming
to power in the late thirteenth century, Majapahit gained political authority
over central Java and the island of Madura. This empire sent emissaries afar
between 1294 and 1478 and considered itself sovereign over what centuries
later became islands of the Republic of Indonesia. Kertanegara, who ruled in
the late thirteenth century, had visions of a large archipelago domain ruled
by the Javanese, which he expressed in the term nusantara (archipelago).
Today, Indonesians refer to their nation by this term. An epic poem, the
Nagarakertagama (1365), tells of the grandeur of the Majapahit Empire and
is a rare indigenous record of this period of Javanese history.

Majapahit reached its peak of power under Rajasanagara in the fourteenth
century through the brilliant vision and diplomatic skill of its minister, Gajah
Mada. Representatives from this empire reached most of the major Indonesian
islands and beyond during his time, and Gajah Mada ventured out himself
to distant lands. To this day, some people in the eastern Indonesian islands
claim that they descend from the Majapahit or particularly from its dynamic
minister. Legends from Bali tell of many cultural origins from Majapahit,
including the founding of Bali’s most sacred temple to this day, Besakih.
Majapahit later became an exemplary model for twentieth century nationalist
leaders in Java. Conditions, however, eventually changed drastically in the
archipelago, leading to the decline of this great empire.

One summarizes that the “hemisphere-wide access of Majapahit’s spice
trade was its undoing. And the spices, like the islands themselves, had
developed a siren quality that was irresistible.”? The spice trade in the east-
ern islands grew so enormous and international that the Majapahit could
no longer control it—particularly after ships sailed in from Europe, upset-
ting the balance of power in the archipelago. Atlantic shipping through the
Indonesian islands solidified powers of the port communities, subsequently
beginning a process of European colonization.

Coastal communities in Java eventually defeated the Majapahit and
established a new empire of Mataram in the sixteenth century. Its leaders
were Javanese Muslims, likely converted through exposure to Islamic influ-
ences in port cities. After this, Islam diffused through Java. While some of
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the regal families converted, Islam nonetheless represented a rejection of the
special religious connections formerly available only to royals. This compel-
ling new faith was open to all people, who could pray directly to a central
God. Hinduism and Buddhism had developed as court cultures not accessible
to common people. Indeed, many commoners had been severely exploited in
constant, unpaid laboring to construct the Hindu—Buddhist megastructures
of their kings. The centuries-long construction of Borobudur probably bank-
rupted the region of central Java, exhausting its population.

Ironically, many ports in Indonesia today with sizeable Muslim popula-
tions once allied with the Majapahit Empire. On the eastern Indonesian is-
land of Sumba, a number of Muslims adamantly claim descent from the
Majapahit minister, Gajah Mada. In 1994, a high-school English teacher
declared fervently, “I was born to say that Gajah Mada died in Sumba!”*

Buddhism and Hinduism, however, never took hold in eastern islands
such as Sumba, Timor, and Flores. Islam came through traders in port towns
(where it tended to remain as a religious enclave), but these islands had devel-
oped strong animistic cultures apart from the mainstream of world faiths and
felt little need to change. In fact, outside religions posed a serious threat to
their locally based power structures. House societies characterized the eastern
islands, with ancestral homes as cosmological centers of people’s notions of
the universe. Such systems continue to an extent in this region, which differs
significantly from western Indonesia. Eastern islands long had developed
headhunting societies, with domains in frequent warfare with one another.
Headhunting formed part of a cosmological belief system related to power
and fertility and also a rite of passage to manhood.

The Spread of Islam and the Arrival of Europeans

In the early fifteenth century, A Srivijaya prince founded the city of
Melaka on the Malay Peninsula. This port city grew to be the most impor-
tant trade center in Southeast Asia, controlling regional commerce from the
east, west, north, and south, and drawing in peoples from around the world.
Melaka gained power early on through Chinese protection and trade. Yet the
Portuguese seized Melaka in 1511. The former leaders and many residents
moved upriver and formed a new settlement to avoid their control. Still,
this situated the Portuguese in a profitable location from which to control
an immense amount of commerce. The fall of Melaka to Catholic Portugal
prompted a rippling religious fervor through Indonesia and a rise in power of
Islamic sultanates, such as Aceh and Minangkabau in Sumatra, Banjarmasin in
Kalimantan, Makasar and Bugis in Sulawesi, Ternate and Tidore in Maluku,
and kingdoms throughout Java. The Aceh people of northern Sumatra waged
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continuous war against the Portuguese in Melaka until finally they assisted
the Dutch in conquering the port in 1640. Yet Aceh gained nothing as the
Dutch seized command. After this, Aceh went into relative decline.

By the fifteenth century, Islam had spread through Indonesia and a number
of sultanates were established across the islands, notably in port towns. As in
Java, this new religion likely attracted many because it professed egalitarianism
in regions dominated by oppressive class systems. However, at least early on,
Islam was not a liberating force for the general population, which long had
been suppressed by the kings and aristocracy.** Aristocratic Javanese Muslims
became known as the priyayi (upper class) and Islamic kings ruled from palaces
through the same feudal system that had gripped the island for centuries. Islam
mixed with Javanese mysticism and its practice became determined by former
realities of the Indonesian situation,” as had other new religions in the past.

In southern Sulawesi, the Muslim empire of Makasar of Gowa grew ex-
tremely powerful between 15501660 because of its dominant port and
strong leadership.?® Bugis (also Muslims) were sea-faring rivals of the Makasar.
Like much of Indonesia, Sulawesi practiced slavery. People either captured in
warfare or born into hereditary servitude were traded between islands. South
Sulawesians were brilliant boat builders and navigators (and remain so to
the present). Both Makasar and Bugis seamen sailed to the west coast of
West Papua seeking slaves. Many migrated to other islands and some actually
reached the northern coast of Australia by the seventeenth century in search
of sea cucumbers (called zr¢pang) to trade with China. Today, Aboriginal com-
munities in a coastal region of the Northern Territory, Australia, use certain
south Sulawesi terms and include some descendants of the Indonesian sea-
men, who also took some Australians back to Sulawesi.

Thus, Indonesian ships spread Islam and trade goods through the archipelago
and brought diverse groups into contact with one another. They also spread the
Malay language, the lingua franca of trade in many ports, learned by foreigners
to trade or rule. Eventually, Malay became the official language of the Republic
of Indonesia, taking on its own character as Bahasa Indonesia, spoken now by
most people across the nation in addition to their local languages.

The Imposition of Colonialism

European colonialism largely operated through co-opting Indonesian lead-
ers. Colonial ventures are best understood in terms of how they “fit” into
local regimes of political power—whether as cooperative or adversarial forces.
An important historical insight relates how “both European and Indonesian
histories put the Dutch at the center of the narrative. ... This mode of writing
history answers and satisfies the demands of imperialism and nationalism, but
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obliterates the histories of Indonesian societies.”” The nationalist versions of
histories across the archipelago typically cast Indonesians as victims of outsiders
(mainly Dutch) rather than revealing how Indonesian elite classes were also
in league with foreigners. Moreover, European colonists moved among many
other trading peoples throughout the archipelago. In most of Indonesia, the
Dutch did not take hold until the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Nonetheless, colonialism was an imposition causing major changes in some
regions, while creating fateful repercussions in the Western world.

By the early sixteenth century, the Portuguese had ventured into Indonesian
waters in search of spices—such as cloves, nutmeg, mace, and pepper.
Nutmeg and cloves had attained an almost magical quality in Europe, where
people carried pomanders made from these spices as protection against the
plague. The Banda Islands of Maluku drew the spice-secking Europeans to
follow. Shortly thereafter this escalated into a spice race, a furiously competi-
tive marathon for control of one of the world’s smallest island groups drawing
ships from Portugal, Spain, England, Denmark, and Holland.

As the western islands of Java and Sumatra were predominantly Islamic by
the sixteenth century and Bali had developed a strong Hindu culture, Portu-
guese settlements and missionaries faced less resistance in infiltrating animist
regions of eastern Indonesia, such as Flores, Timor, and Maluku. European
ships entering the archipelago were mostly war galleons. The foreigners thus
conquered and maintained control of ports through superior firepower, expe-
rience in naval warfare, and sheer aggressiveness.

The Portuguese established Catholic missions in North Sulawesi, in Ternate
and Ambon in Maluku, and in Flores and Timor. In the early 1600s, how-
ever, they were supplanted by the Dutch and thereafter remained only in
parts of Flores and Timor. Portuguese years in Maluku were violent, echoing
a European medieval spirit of invasive Catholic Crusaders. Moreover, the
colonists were more bent on looting and gaining personal wealth than with
any sort of trade. Thus, their demise in Maluku came about through the
hatred of the people they were trying to colonize.

The Dutch East India Company (Vereenigte Oost-Indische Compagnie—gen-
erally called the VOC) began trading in Indonesia in the seventeenth century,
eventually developing into a colonial power across the archipelago and ousting
the Portuguese (who retained two colonies in Timor until 1974). Initially,
Dutch interests were limited to the Maluku Spice Islands.

One Dutch Governor General during the time of the VOC merits special
mention, so extreme was his ruthless imperialism. Jan Pieterszoon Coen estab-
lished a post in the Banda Islands of Maluku in 1621 to exploit the flourishing
nutmeg crops. Coen sold off most of the population into slavery and set up
medieval torture chambers to deal with enemies. He hired Japanese mercenaries
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to behead, burn, and dismember people, including English attempting to
trade in the islands. Afraid the English might gain control and despising the
local people, Coen ordered the uprooting of many of Banda’s nutmeg trees for
transport to other islands. Later, the English did the same, robbing the islands’
trees and taking tons of its unique soil to places as far as Sri Lanka. Under
Coen’s vicious rule, Dutch chopped down the nutmeg trees on the small island
of Run, part of the Banda archipelago. The ecology of the Banda Islands, on
which nutmeg had thrived, never fully recovered from this period.

Extremely hostile relations continued to grow in the seventeenth century
between England and Holland over worldwide colonial rights, battles, and
atrocities in Indonesia. Eventually, the English mounted an armada and
invaded Manhattan Island, then administered by the Dutch under Pieter
Stuyvesant as New Amsterdam. What eventually transpired from this invasion
was that on September 8, 1664 Stuyvesant signed off the rights to Manhattan
Island in exchange for the tiny British-controlled Banda island of Run
(a rather bitter irony after Coen’s earlier destruction of its nutmeg trees) and
Surinam, South America. This remains one of the least known and most
bizarre real estate deals ever and a major turn in American history.

The Netherlands government took over the bankrupt Dutch East India
Company in the eighteenth century and proceeded to create an efficiently
organized colonial administration across Indonesia. The colonists developed
a small port of northwestern Java into their central post, which they named
Batavia. Much later, this became the city of Jakarta. Holland constructed a
colonial empire over three hundred years and the Indonesian islands became
world-famous as the Dutch East Indies. Many islands, however, did not experi-
ence a Dutch presence until the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries.

Dutch missionaries converted people to the Protestant Dutch Reformed
Church in largely non-Muslim areas of Indonesia: the Batak of Sumatra, the
Dayak of Kalimantan, peoples of the Lesser Sunda Islands of eastern Indonesia,
the Toraja and Manado peoples of Sulawesi, and peoples of West Papua. These
were all animistic regions where the Dutch categorized inhabitants as “heathens.”
Europe funded Christian missionaries, Catholic and Protestant. To this day
many receive financial support from churches in the Western world.

The colonists exploited Indonesians in numerous ways, through land sei-
zure, unpaid plantation labor, forcing new crops upon them (such as coffee
and rubber) for Dutch benefit, exacting taxes, and inflicting severe punish-
ments. As did European colonists the world over, Holland controlled the
types, production, and prices of products in Indonesia and exported them
to their own profit. They also stimulated a serious population boom in Java,
however, not necessarily out of avarice. Colonists provided medicines that
enabled more children to survive. Also, people began to have larger families
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to earn more from their children’s labor. Today, Java is one of the most
densely over-populated places in the world and this began through Dutch
colonial policies. At the same time, the colonists introduced new technolo-
gies and materials (such as rubber) to Indonesians, facilitated world exposure
to Indonesian dyes, textile trades, and other arts, and provided many elite
Indonesians with Dutch educations and political ideas.

Holland also strengthened and perpetuated the power of the elite priyayi class
in Java. The novel Max Havelaar describes priyayi corruption and complicity with
the Dutch, written by the colonial official Douwes Dekker living in Java, using
the pen name Multatuli. Greatly disturbed by the abuses he witnessed, Dekker’s
book describes life for the unfortunate common folk under joint Dutch and Ja-
vanese elite control. First published in 1860, the novel profoundly affected Dutch
progressives and Indonesian nationalist leaders planning for independence.

For a brief time the British took command of Indonesian ports during the
early nineteenth century, but Holland regained control and remained the
dominant power in Indonesia until World War II. By the 1920s, students
across Indonesia were organizing youth groups against the Dutch. In 1926,
they merged as the Youth Congtess, voting to unite Indonesia as one nation,
with Malay as its language. Their symbol became a red-and-white flag, even-
tually becoming the banner of the Indonesian nation.

The Republic of Indonesia

Japan invaded Indonesia in 1942. Initially, many Indonesians looked to
the Japanese as Asian liberators, but their optimism was short-lived. While
the Dutch had often been harsh in their colonial rule, Japanese occupation
was far worse and Indonesians were relieved when this period ended in 1945.
Many recall the Japanese era as a time of extreme hardship and starvation.
Much of the rice that Indonesians w