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Sports Editor

Can tPoint
To JustOne

7 Boulder, Colo.

Nebraska points too much to i
game wil ahoma. Colerado points -

- top much to its game with Nebraska,
JIf the. “pomtmg’ team wins, which

) rarely happens, it's great, such-as Colo-

. t occasions. when Nebraska
»beats ‘Oklahoma
Usually; all t

*_"“disappointing. -

-The Huskers, reboundmg from ‘thelr

" : loss to.Oklahoma, played well Saturday. .
. in:defeating Coloradd 247 ‘Coach Tom . .

Osbome ‘with justification, called -t a

estlmony to.their character.

.Is it coincidence that the team that
gets emotionally wrapped up’ doesn’t

- play 1o its potential? And seems.sur-
prised at the loss?

. “Ireally felt like we could beat ‘this
‘teamn,” CU Coach Bill McCartney said,.
“I'm frustrated.” ;

The Nébraska.game is a redl'etter
day for the Buffs, because McCartney
five years ago made the Huskers the
“Designated Rival..On the locker room
wall, each opponent is-listed in.black,

and “then, in’ red. letters: “NE- .
BRASKA.” : I
“Not Poss1ble

As you would. expect,’ McCartney
didn't buy the premise that he has over-
magnified the importance of the Ne-
braska game. “Nah. Not possible.”

As' a little adrenalin-boost, he sur-'
prised his players when they r !
to the locker room from' pregame
warmups. At each locker, for the first
time in CU football history, were black
pants. So, rather than wearing black
shirts and gold pants, they came out for
the kickoff in all-black.

Colorado was dressed, so to speak,
for its own funeral.

The Corhhuskers gave CU some °

chances, with turnovers near midfield
on the first two NU drives. Colorado
died the first time on a personal foul,
and the second time on a low field-goal
attempt that was blocked.

“If we get in the lead,” McCanney
said, “who knows?”

« Mistakes often are a combmatlon of
your own domg and ‘your opponent’s
doing, and in this game they proved to
be the Buffs’ undoing,

The Buffaloes failed to stop Nebraska
when they had Keith Jones thrown for a
la$s on fourth and two, allowing him to-
tuim it into a 13-yard gain that set up
the Huskers® first touchdown. Then CU
fumbled at. NU's 29. Then CU
linebacker. Eric McCarty dropped a
sure interception near midfield and NU
kicked a field goal. .

Nebraska didn’t commit another
turhover after the two at the start of
the: game. CU' threw an.interception
near the end of the first half, putting its
defénse back on the field and wearing it
down. NU’s time-of-possession advan-
tage at the half was 2-to-1.

Big Plays

_ The second-half mistakes. were more
subtle, not the kind that show up in the
statistics. All teams make them, Teams
that get too pumped up for certain
games seem to make ‘more of them. ’

Just as Nebraska had players out of
position a few times against Oklahoma,
leading to big plays, Colorado got out of
position and End Zone Jones cut upfield
for touchdown runs of 50 and 44 yards.

The Buffs, who shut Nebraska down
last year, “stunted” more this year,
middie guard Kyle Rappold said. They
noticed that those kinds of plays — de-
fensive linemen looping around each
other, for example — worked for Okla-
homa.

“We tried to catch them in plays we
thought they were going to run,” Rap-
pold said. ‘“We’d get one or two people
out of position. On Jones’ last touch-
down run, I came upfield too much and

he went nght around me and a few_’

other guys.”

so did the offensive line and E.Z. Jones:
The Huskers, criticized for never

~passing o their backs, passed to-backs

— but nothing worked in the passing.
game. Against a team that was giving
up 181 yards a game passing, NU man-
aged 3, and quarterback Steve Taylor
often had to scramble because no one
was open. ’

““We knew when they were going to

_pass,” said CU defenswe back Mickey
Pruitt.

CU’s biggest mistake became the
biggest play ‘'of the game —a big hit by
NU junior Tim Jackson. With-the Buffa-
loes trailing 17-7 early in the fourth
quarter, with third and one at the NU
31, - McCartney decided against. the

" fuliback- -up-the-middle plays that were

working, and NU ‘strung out an option |~

play for a 2-yard loss.-
The Buffs missed a field-goal attempt
* that would have made it an interesting
17-10. Three plays later Jones was in-
the zone.: -
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's victory over NU last yedr or'the -

urned -

Nebraska quarterback Steve Taylor, No. 9, tries to  hop past Colorado’s Lee Brunelli on a 5-yard,

first-quarter gain to the CU 25-yard line . . . Taylor scored six plays later on a S-yard run.

Poor Shooting

Boulder Colo - If Nebraska football ‘coach

.- Tom Osbome were a betting man, he wouldn’t

have touched Saturday’s gaine with Colorado.”
erything was ri

he -said.” I felt it' was 50-50; at best, that we

. would win. And-I could see us: commg in here

. ahd gettmg blown out if we weren’t right.”™

- mpst” everything 14%5-point uriderdog Colorado
".did = the ‘pep rallies, the first=¢ver use of all-
-black uniforms, the bowl gametype atmoiphere
aluvmnge e

Oklah ith-orie-of-4
of the season to pound the Buffaloes 247 and -

Fiorida State with some momentum. About 7,000

“crowd of 52,026 at Fol here about.600.

ight-for them o beaf us," "~ h;story, just 37 yards shy o of Mike Rozier’s record

. Craigand

" Nebraska, embarrassed Nov 21 in'g loss to

.-vault ‘into the Jan. 1 Fiesta Bowl against 10-1- -

to 8,000 Nebraska fans were among the sellout .
Field,

to go out witha pretty good game.”
Pretty good? How about great?

Jones carried 26 times for a career-High 248
yards, including touchdowns of 50 and 44 yards.
His performarice: . "
¥ -Was-the fifth-best smgle-game effort in. NU-.

n Made him the mnth back in NU htstory to

) top the 1,000-yard mark in a season at 1,232,
But the Huskers were _right. ‘And. that’ made’

*~ # Moved him to third-in career rushmg thh
2,488 yards. He leapfrogged Jeff Kinney, Roge
ck Berns Saturday to tr trarl Rozier
“—4,780'and T.M: Hipp at 2,814

fHort-to- restore—rtspnde afterthe Iosﬂtr Ok
homa. - -

On the-first play of the second quaner, with
the score tied-0-0, the Huskers faced fourth and
two at the Colorado 22 QOsborne, forgoing.a.fieid-.

o student seats were efipty at kickoff.

back Keith Jones. .
~*“This was my last. regular season game " said
- the senior from Omaha Central‘ “and I wanted

..""_NU’s Neil Smith Blankets Buffs
' To ‘Prove Somethlng to People i

'By Steve Sinclair
World-Herald Stitf Writer

Boulder, Colo. — Nebraska defensive tackle

Neil Smith said -he wanted. his. performance _

against Colorado to be something special,

“I've been playing good all year,” he said.
*“But ;this is my last game, and I had to go out
and prove something to people — that I am a

great player. Icanplay.” -

The 6-foot-5, 260-pound senior from New Or-

- leans played.one of the best games of his colle:
giate career in NU's victory over Colorado.

- He block&d a field-goal attempt, recovered a
‘fumble, made two tackles for losses — including
a quarterback sack for a loss of 12 yards — and
led the Huskers with 12 tackles, a career high.
He made nine unassxsted tackles, also a career
high.

“I'hada sack a fumble, a field goal,” he said.
“It was impressive.”

Smith caused probléms for CU’s Wishbone of-

fense despite an Achilles’ tendon injury that still

bothers him.
““Smith played the whole game hurt,” NU de-

How the 'l'op 20s Fared -

No-cone from Nebraska was more rlght than I- ,

Seminoles End Dro

goal try, called for Jones'to blastup the middie. "
At the same time he did, a bhtzmg Colorado
linebacker hit him head an.

"Of all- the runs Jones made- Saturday, one '
" ight ‘stick-out as the epitome of Nebraska’s -

- “He stuffed the ful]back into the backfreld [,

- Please turn to Page 6 Col

fensive- coordinator Charlie ‘McBride said. “He”
- ptayed well. He made some big plays g e

" Smith‘injured an Achilles’ tendon in'a- practrce
before NU’s 42:3 win over lowa State. He lasted
_only a fewplays against the Cyclones. -

McBride 'said - Smith’s injury hampered the o

Huskers in'last week’s loss to Oklahoma.

“Neil was hurt even a little more last week;”
he said. “That really hurt. This week;whe kept it
" loose at halftime and he laid off it ‘alot this
week. He practiced, but he didn't run full speed
Hedidn't push it.”

Smith said the injury still bothers hlm He left
the field with about seven minutes left in the
game for treatment. -

“I have soreness,” he said. “But once I get the
blood pumping through it, you forget it.” .

Smith said the Huskers didn’t want to end the

" regular, season with two straight losses.

“We had to come back and win to show people
we're still here,” he said. “It's a very big win,
We got over the loss of last week, We're back

[N

Please turn to Page 6, Col. 1

ught,

“the 24-player All-Metro first team after.

Nebraska's defense played well, and R

'Prep Coach Tom Jaworski 'said, “‘espe-

-~ . Y—Dorell Drake, Omaha
: - «

Hurts Bluejays

Speclal to The World-Herald

Berkeley, Calif. — Forward Matt
Beeuwsaert scored 15 points and center
Hartmut Ortmann added 14 Saturday as’

Baylor edges Nebraska 82-79 in the
Maui Classic. Page 17.

AP/UP} ‘Next Opponent, Bowl (Date)
-1/ 1—Okishoma (1 1-0) did not play ' Miami, Orange (Jan. 1)
2/ 2—Miami, Fla. (10-0) defeated Notre Dame 240 South Carolina (Saturday)
-.3/ 3—Florida State (10-1) defeated Florlda 28-14 Nebraska, Fiesta (Jan. 1)
4/ 4—Syracuse (1 1 -0) did not play Auburn, Sugar (Jan. 1) |
S/ S—Nebraska (10-1) defeatad Colorado, 24-7 - Flotida State, Fiesta (Jan. 1) ‘
8/ - 7—Louisiana State (9-1-1) did not play
| 7/ 6—Auburn (9-1-1) defeated Alabama 10-0 Friday Syracuse, Sugar (Jan. 1)
- 8/ 8—South Carolina (8-2) did not play Miami (Saturday)
9/ 9—Michigan State (8-2-1) didnot play USC, Rose (Jan. 1)
10/11—Notre Dame (8-3) lost to Miami 24-0 Texas A&M, Cotton (Jan. 1)

* 11/10~~UCLA (3-2) did not play Florida, Aloha (Dec. 25)

California  spoiled Crexghton s bas-
12/12—Okiahoma State (8-2) did not play W. Virginia, Sun (Dec. 25)
ketball Season opener, defeating the | 43,13 Clemson (8-2) did not play : Penn State, Citrus (Jan. 1)
Bluejays 70-49. . 14/17—Gevrgia (8-3) defeated Georgia Tech 30-16  Arkansas, Liberty (Dec. 29)
‘Senior guard Rod Mason, the 1986-87 - | 15/15—Texas A&M (9:2) def. Texas 20-13 Thursday: Notre Dame, Cotton (Jan. 1)

Missouri Valley Conference Newcomer .
of the Year after transferring from
Northeastern Oklahoma' A&M, led the
Bluejays with 17 points. .

Freshman center Chad Gallagher

16/16—Tennessee (9-2-1)defeated Vanderbilt 38-36 iridiana, Peach (Jan. 2)
17/14—Southern Cal (8-3) did not play Michigan State, Rose (Jan, 1)
18/ ~—Alabama (7-4) lost to Auburn 10-0 Friday Michigan, Hall of Fame (Jan. 2)
19/ -=lowa (8-3)did notplay . | Wyoming, Holldey (Dec. 30) '
20/19—Pittsburgh (6-3) did not play Texas, Bluebonnet (Dec. 31)

/18~Penn State (8-3) did not play Clemson, Citrus (Jan. 2)

Izo—lndiana (8-3) did not play : Tennessee Peach (Jan. 2)

Please tumto Page 15 Col 1

-South Carolina, Gator (Dec. 31) -

Pre

Gamesvme, Fla. (AP)‘ Bobby. Bow-
den said he’'d rather savor Florida
State's victory over Florida Saturday
than think ahead to the Seminoles’
Fiesta Bowl battle with Nebraska.

“That’s nothing to look forward to,”
the FSU coach told CBS.

But the 28-14 victory over the Gators
was something for Bowden to enjoy. It
broke the Seminoles’ six-game losing
string against their archrivals,

Derek Schmidt kicked four field goals

and Dayne Williams scored twice on.1-

yard runs as third-ranked Florida State
dominated most of the game.

“The hardest thing about the whole
thing was breaking the drought,” Bow-
den said. “I've never had a psycholog-
ical thing, or whatever it is, attached to

pare for Desert F lesta

‘a series in my life. Their advantage.’
stood at six in a row, and it was wng
away fromus.”

The victory was. Bowden’s 100th as-
coach at Florida State, and the Semi-
noles, 10-1, stayed in the race for the
national champmnshrp before a crowd
of 74,613 at Florida Field.

“I'really don't care much,” Bowden
said. “If we take care of our knitting
and it happens, it happens. Right now,
10-1 means more to me.”

" The lone blemish on Florida State’s
record is a 26-25 loss to second-ranked

Miarmni, which will play No. 1 Oklahoma

in the Orange Bowi. Bowden’s record

as the FSU coach is 100-37-3:jn 12 sea-

Please turn to Page 2, Col. 1"

Seven Prep Pla yers Make

By Stu Posplsﬂ that' allowed an average of 78

World-Herald Staff Writer:

Shane McClanahan and Dave Jensen,
examples of Omaha Creighton Prep’s
durability, head The World-Herald’s
24th annual All-Metro Conference
Football Team.

They aré”the honorary captains. of

“Teams dldn’t try to run agamst usa )
lot because of the play of Dave and the
others in .our front seven,” Jaworski
.said. *“They didn't give it & real shot.”
Prep - placed seven- players on the -
. first:team, the most from any school in".
the 18-team Metro. Papxlllon ha
players selected, -Millard Sou
Omaha Westside' three i 1

Ten of the 18 schools are represented
on the first team, with all but Ralston
placing players on erther the first -or,

leading the Junior Jays to an unprece-
dented third consecutive Class A state
football title.

‘McClanahan, a S-foot 10, l75pound
running back, rushed for 1715 yards in
12 games — the third-best oneseason,
total inconference history.——
“His year was just outstandmg,

lineman Creighton Fleming -
_ceived All-Metro first-team. status last ~

year as juniors. )
The World- Herald selects x

cially when consrdermg that people
knew he was going to get the Ball about
75 percent of the time.” ~

Jensen, a 65, 266-pound defensive
tackle, was an anchor of Prep's defense .

A—Matt Franck, Papillion .
B-=Bill Jackson, Papillion’ -
- C—Ddve Jensen, Omaka -1
Creighton Prep - ~ e
D—Steve Kurtz, Omaha,
-~ Creighton Prep
E—Larry Sibley, Omaha Burke "
F=Chris Spencer, Millard South
_ G=-Mike Danley Papillion

Creighton Prep.
|—Scott Bream, Mtllard South
J—Chad Denton, Papillion .
K—Scott Armbrust, Omaha -

South
L—Junior Bryant, Omaha
Creighton Prep
—--~M=—Shane McClanahan, Omaha
Crelghfon Prep
N—Jody Sharpe, Omaha Cenlral
Q—Mike Akromis, Omaha Burke
P——Brian Mueller, Omaha

Creighiton Prep oo
@Q-Ty Stewart, Omaha Westside - V——Dave Shumokawa. Omeha
R—Jeff Jennings, Omaha . Westside

- Benson

- W—Richard Wynne, Omaha
North

X—Ken Kanger, Omaha :
Creighton Prep . .

8—D.J. Rezac, Omaka Westside
T—Andy Bruckner, Millard South.

- +
3

Tln World-Heﬁd All-Metro Conference Football Team take? aride on.Ollle (he Imlley, a decorated bias that serves )
dwmownnrea.‘.mheyan@mm:*atleﬁ,idenﬂryme.ﬂayers. .
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