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At left, it looked like Billy Sims (20) was running for the Sooner game-winner; ins‘leadihi;fumble saved.the da; H ith3:27 et ‘ it, and Jim Pi i i i
t > (20) me- ; h ) R y for the Huskers with 3;27 left in the game. Jeff Hansen (48) made the hit, and Jim Pillen (29) recovered on the NU 3. Others in the picture are Sooner Victor
Hicks (80), and Huskers Kerry Weinmaster (51) and Andy Means (34). . .At ;nght is the hotly disputed play when OU’s Kelly Phelps (7), foreground, fielded the kickoff following the NU field goal and was knocked cold by NU’s John Ruud. In the picture the ball is loose,
but Phelps’s knee has not tougl!ed.lhe ground. However, the officials ruled the play over before the fumble, and Oklahoma retained possession.

IsFree at Last; Step

Toward Oranges Called ‘Biggest Ever

By Tom Ash

Worid-Herald Statf Writer

Lincoln — Six years’ worth of frustration gushed forth in Me-
morial Stadium when the bright lights on the scoreboards flashed

the long-awaited final message on a raw, gray Saturday afternoon: -

Nebraska 17, Oklahoma 14.

The score was greeted with the greatest outpouring of pent-up
emotion since the Cornhuskers severed Oklahoma’s 74-game con-
ference unbeaten streak in the same arena in 1959. That was the
last time the goal posts were torn down, as they were Saturday.

Goal posts come tougher these days. Grudgingly, they fell, as
" did the proud Sooners. The heavy steel uprights from the south end
were last seen being carted off  toward downtown Lincoln. Up
north, the posts lay bent to the AstroTurf, still rooted in conciete.

Six long years. Good but not great. Memphis, Houston, Phoe-

nix, etc. instead of Miami. No more “‘Little Red’’ sneers from
Norman.

Finally. . . .

“I would say this was the biggest game we’ve ever had be-
cause of what it means;” Cornhusker Coach Tom Osborne said as
the the locker room rocked to the chant:.*To the beach, to the
.beach, tothebeach.”. - -

What it meant was a.lock on at least a share of the Big Eight

championship, an anticipated trip to the Orange Bowl for the first:

time sirice 1972 and, perhaps most important to most of the 76,015
in attendance, a good riddance to the Huskers’ Achilles heel after
six straight losses to the Sooners. '

After tumbling the fumbling top-ranked Sooxiers, Nebraska
was still awaiting confirmation of its reservations to Miami New
Year'’s Day, but Osborne was emphatic in his Orange Bowl claim.

““As far as I'm concerned, I'm going to be pretty mad if they wait
another week to decide a formula,’” he said.

_An Orange bowl official told him Friday, however, that “It
would be very unusual if they didn’t take the winner of this game.
But that was unofficial.”

The Orange Bowl selection committee is expected to meet
Monday toannounce the conference representative should there be
a tie. And the Huskers are expected to get the Miami nod.

Oklahoma, losing for the first time to match Nebraska with a
91 record, could still tie for the championship next week with a

"victory over Oklahoma State and a Nebraska loss to Missouri.

‘The Huskers won it on Billy Todd’s 24-yard field goal 3 minutes
and 8 seconds into the fourth quarter, which should have signaled
that things were looking up this day. Oklahoma had outscored Ne-
braska 80-0 in the final 15 minutes during the six-year drought.
This time, it was the Sooners shooting blanks in the stretch.

But they were awfully Ioud blanks.

While clinging to the precarious 17-14 lead, the Huskers were
backtracking rapidly toward their goal line twice in the final nine
minutes. Only fumbles, it appeared, could slow down the fleet of
Sooner quick-steppers. Billy Sims, who tormented Nebraska for
both touchdowns and 153 yards, accommodated the Huskers at the
NU20and 3. :

The latter turnover—one of six Oklahoma lost while recov-
ering three of its own—came with 3:20 remaining while the local
faithful were dredging up memories of OU’s 85-yard comeback to
win, 20-17, in the last 38 seconds here two years ago.

This time, the Huskers were the beneficiaries of the good for-
tune that has gone sour on them against the Sooners. Sims was
nearing the end of a 17-yard gain, trying to fight his way to the end

Please turn to Page 4, Col. 3.
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